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Recommendations of [Estimates Commit-
tee regarding FTII

1415. SHRI VIREN J- SHAH: Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Estimates Committee
(1990-91) had recommended regular
screening of Film and Television Insti-
tute Students’ films on TV in order to
fulfil the important objective of FTII in
improving the technical standards of
Indian television programme;

(b) if so, what are the details of de-
velopments on this recommendation; and

(c) what action is being taken in this
regard?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (KUMARI GIRTIA
VYAS): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c) The Governing Councit
of the Film and Television Institute of
India in its meeting held on 27th Tuly,
1991 recommended the telecasting of
Diploma films by Doordarshan. The
Institute has started the preparation of a
list of snitable films to enable Doordar-
shan to assess their suitability for being
telecast.

Trainlg capacky of the film and tele-
vidon Institate of India

1416. SHRI VIREN J. SHAH: Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the film
and Television Imstitute of India (FTII),
has not been able to meet the demand
for training personnel in the field of te-
levision and had suggested to Govern-
ment to augment the training capacity
in the FTII; and

(b) if so, the reaction of Government
thereto?
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (KUMARI GIRITA
VYAS): (a) It is true that the Film &
Television Institute of India has not
been able to fully meet the demand for
training personnel in the field of iele-
vision commensurate with its phenomenal
erpansion and growing demands.

(b) The Ministry has projected a
scheme costing Rs. 20.85 crores for de-
velopment and expansion of the Televi-
sion Wing of the Institute in the 8th Five
Year Plan. The implementation of
the project would depend upon availabi-
lity of funds. Apart from this, there is
also an approved Seventh Plan Scheme
for the establishment of a Regional Staff
Training Institute for All India Radio
and Doordarshan at Bhubaneshwar.

Import of Newspring on barter basiy from
. . Soviet Union ... -.-.

1417. SHRI KRISHNA KUMAR
BIRLA: Will the Minister of INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING be plea-
sed to state:

(a) whether Government propose to
import newsprint from the Soviet Union
on a barter basis;

() if so, the quantum of newsprint
to be imported and at what cost;

(c) whether the import of newsprint
would ease the shortage of newsprint; and

(d) if so, to what extent and at what
price the same would be given to news-
paper industry?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (KUMARI GIRDA
VYAS): (a) Yes, Sir

(b) 40,000 MTs; price yet to be ne-
gotiated.
(c) Yes, Sir.

(d) Import of 40,000 MTs is against
the supply-demand gap. The sale price
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would be fixed by Newsprint Price Fixa-
sion Advisory Committee after the pur-
nase is finalised.

mpactment of legislation to ensure freedom
and compensation to Journalists

1418. SHRI RAMDAS AGARWAL: Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that recently
a conference was convened in New Delhi
by the TFJ, Brussels and the National
Union of Journalists (NUJ) in collabora-
tion. with the Friendrich Ebert Foundationi
based in Boon, as reported in (Hindustan
Times dated 15th November, 1991 page
5 col. 2);

(b) if so, what were the recommenda-
tions made at the above conference and
whether the Journalists demanded greater
freedom to Teport and adequate compen-
sation in case of m]uncs/deaths etc.; and

(¢) if so, what is the reaction of Go-
vernment thereto and whether any lagis-
lation for implementation of the recom-
mendation to ensure freedom, is comtem-
plated to be enmacted by Government; if
so, by when and if not, the Teasons
therefor?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (KUMARI GIRTJA
VYAS): (2) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c) Briefly stated, the Confe-
rence stressed the mneed for developing
active interaction between working jour-
nalists of all the countries of SAARC
region and the importance of security of
employment and personal safety in order
to discharge their professiona] Tesponsi-
bilities and promotion of professional
standards. The Conference inter-alia
impressed upon the Governments every-
where and especially in the region to
treat journalists on assignments as doing
public service and see that they are in
fio way harassed and no violence is com-
mitted against them by any agency go-
vernmental Or otherwise. Besides, the
Conference also urged the Governments
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of the region to set up a permanent sta-
tutory body  (where it does not exist)
for regularly monitoring the factors that
call for wage revision, for ensuring en-
forcement of the existing awards on wage
scales and allowances and watch their
service imferests. The Government has
noted these recommendations of the Re-
gional Conference of Working Journa-
lists,
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