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literacy, lack of motivation of learners, non-
availability of literate volunteers, insufficient
involvement of voluntary agencies, lack of
mass media support, absence of linkage
between the basic literacy, post-literacy and
continuing education etc. Some of the steps
taken to eradicate illiteracy throughout the
country under the National Literacy Mission
include revision and re-organisation of the
centre-based programme to provide for area
approach, launching of total literacy
compaigns which are area specific, time-
bound, volunteer-based, cost-effective and
result oriented in sharp contrast with the tradi-
tional centre based programmes, organising
country-wide jathas for motivating both the
literates and the illiterates, increasing
involvement of students in literacy
programmes and organising post-literacy
campaigns in districts covered by the total
literacy campaigns in addition to providing
facilities of post literacy and continuing
education through Jana Shikshan Nilayams in
other districts.

Opening of Navodaya Vidyalayas

1550. SHRI S. S. AHLUWALIA: Will the
Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government
have decided to open one Navodaya
Vidyalaya in every district of the country;

(b) if so, whether Government have
opened Navodaya Vidyalayas in every district
of Bihar; and

(c) if not, by when Government propose
to open Navodaya Vidyalayas in all the
districts of Bihar?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT  (SHRI
ARJUN SINGH): (a) to (¢) The scheme of
Navodaya Vidyalayas envisages
establishment of one Navodaya Vidyalayas
on an average in each district of the country.
The locationi is selected based on the offer of
the Ctate Government/U.T. Admi-
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nistration in the first instance. Thirty acres of
land, free of cost, sufficient buildings and
other infrastructure are provided by the State
Government/ U.T. Administration concerned
for running the Vidyalayas initially for a
period of 2-3 years. So far 280 Navodaya
Vidyalayas have been sanctioned in the
country. Out of total 39 districts of Bihar,
Navodaya Vidyalayas have been opened in 26
districts.

The opening of Navodaya Vidyalayas has
to be done in a phased manner, depending
upon the suitability of proposals, availability
of physical facilities and financial resources.
Therefore, it is not possible to indicate the
time frame by which Navodaya Vidyalayas
would be opened in the remaining districts of
Bihar.

Abolition of Devdasi System in the
Country

1551. SHRI S. S. AHLUWALIA: Will the
Minister of HUMAN  RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that 'Devdasi'
system is still prevalent in various parts of
the country;

(b) ifso, what arethe details
thereof;

(c) whether Government are aware
that after becoming Devdasi. most of
the girls turn prostitutes and enter in
flesh trade;

(d) whether Government are also aware
that the dreaded disease. AIDS is spreading
through prostitutes in the country; and

(e) what action Government propose to
take to  abolish 'Devdas”
system in the country?



