[13 Dccember. 2001] RAJYA SABHA

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (§HRI ASHOK PRADHAN):
(a) Yes. Sir.

{b) and (c¢) All necessary arrangements for smooth conduct of
pracurcment of paddy from farmers have been made before the start of the
Kharif scason. Procurement of paddy by Foed Corporation of India (FCI), State
Governments and/or their Agencies has started from the beginning of the Kharif
scason all over India. Adequate number of purchase centres have opened by
FCl in consultation with State Governments.

Subsidy to the FCI

2040, SHRI LAKKHIRAM AGARWAL; Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a} the amount of subsidy previded to the Food Corporation of India for
the benefit of the consumers and producers during 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-2000
and 2000-2001:

(b) the details of wheat, rice and paddy procured by the FCI during the
last four years. slate-wise;

(c) whether any efforts have been madc to reduce the carrying storage
etc. cost of buffer stocks and the achicvements during the said years; and

(d) the procurement price of the foodgrains during 1999-2000 and 2000-
2001 atongwith the distribution price, year-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE INTHEMINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS.
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (SHRIASHOK PRADHANY: (a)  Amount
released to FC1/States during 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-2000 and 2000-2001 is as
under:— ‘

(Rs. in crore)

Yex FC1 States Total
199798 7472 ] 7500
199899 8646 ) 8700
19992000 BB56.36 343.04 9200
20002001 11462 548 12010
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(b)State-wise details of wheat, rice and paddy procured by the Food
Corporation of India including state agencies during the last four years can be
seen in the statement [ to V (see below)

(¢) Inorder to reduce the buffer carrying cost of buffer stock and storage,
Government has initiated the following steps to liquidate the stocks:—

() Increasein the allocation of foodgrains to 25 kg, per family per
monthunder BPL.,

(i) Reduction in Central Issue Prices w.e.f. 25.7.2000 and further
reduction in APL pricesby 30% w.e.f. July, 2001.

(i) To offer wheat and rice at prices lower than the economic cost
under open sale.

(iv) Issues under various welfare schemes like MDM, Nutrition
Programme, Food for Work, Annapooma and for indigent people
(destitute women and children), SC/ST and OBC hostels etc. at
BPL prices, instead of at economic price.

(v) Wheat and rice are being issued to the identified poorest of the
poor families @ Rs. 2/- and Rs. 3/- per kg. respectively, under
Antyodaya Anna Yojana Schente.

(vi) Export of wheat and rice at prices lower than the econotnic cost.
‘(vii) Wheat and rice is also being issued under ‘Sampoorna Gramin
Rojgar Yojana’ in the Statcs of Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Punjab and

Uttar Pradesh sponsored by the Ministry of Rural Development.

With these steps the average monthly off-take of foodgrains has gone
up from 14.96 lakh tonnes during 2000-2001 to 19.34 lakh tonnes during
20012002,

(d) Details of procurement prices and Central Issue : Prices of foodgrains
during 1999-2000 and 2000-2001 (yecar-wise ) are in Statement -V,
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