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Yamuna Action Plan

*383. SHRI DHULESHWAR MEENA:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENE
AND FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Viriodavam
is-at present demxded of trees and un-
treated sewage ‘s being discharged thromgh
open ditches imte river Yamous thereby
polliting it; ' '

(b) if so, whether any Yamuna Action
Plan upto Vrindavan is proposed to be

formulated 1o protect and maintain the
environment; and

(¢} if not, what other measures are pro-
posed to be taken in this regardy

THE MINISTER. OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF - ENVIRONMENT" AND
FORESTS (SHRI KAMAIL. NATH): &)
tp (c) Vrindavar iz not-denuded of trees,
by the strefth of Yamuma alomg it is pol-
Inted wnd untreated sewage-is-beinp dis<
charged into the river. A scheme for
pollution abatement of the river Yamuna
covering, amomg others, the polluted
stretch along Vrindavan i uwade; formo
lation. The Vrindavan component of thé
river water quality to the ‘bathing’ clasws
besides providing river front facilites to
protect and maintgin the enviromment of
the place, L

SHRI DHULESHWAR MEENA: Sir,
as Yon might be aware, as per cmrent
popular belief, the sound of Lord Krishna'y
flute, which once reverberated in the exotic
forests off the river bank Yamuna in Vrin-
davan, s still hearq during night time.
May I knowr from the fron. Minister whe-
ther anv effective programme has heen
chalked out by the Central Government
to restorTe the beauty of the forests and
bis sacred place, which was once the play-
gronnd of Lord Krishna and which ir
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presently visited by lakhs Of pilgrims from all
over the country, and to prevent further
ecological degradation, tending to destroy the
aesthetic and spiritual atmosphere of
Vrindavan?

SHRI KAMAL NATH. Sir, it is true that
the stretch of river Yamuna near Vrindavan is
highly polluted. The pollution there arises out
of the flowing of the water from Ghaziabad,
Noida, Modi Nagar, and Saharanpur. The
water flows down and this leads to 'heavy
pollution in Vrindavan and downstream, it gets
combined with indsutrial and domestic waste
Of Mathura and Agr, which again gets
discharged into the river. A pollution
abatement scheme for the Yamuna river,
which also includes Vrindavan, is under
formulation. The Yamuna is a major tributary
of the Ganga. In the Ganga Action Plan—
Phase-1I', a scheme for cleaning the Yamuna is
planned. It is being considered at the moment
and this' is a major scheme which shall be
involving Rs. 340 crores out of which the
Vrindavan portion is going to be Rs. 3.90
crores. This scheme includes building of
crematoria, the river front construction etc. We
expect the scheme fo be on stream during
April 1992 and it will take five years for
completion.
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SHRI KAMAL NATH: Sir, according to
the  Wasteland  Development  Board,
Vrindavan is not denuded. The word used is
"denuded"... (Interruptions).
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SHRI KAMAL NATH: Sir, in the
Vrindavan component... (Interruptions). .

MR. CHAIRMAN; Have you been to
Vrindavan?

SHRI KAMAL NATH. Yes, Sir.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: If you have been there,
then what is your answer?... (Interruptions)...
If you have been there, then what is the
answer?.. .(Interruption)... 1 will kno, that
from your answer.

SHRI KAMAL NATH: Sir, I have been to
Vrindavan, unfortunately not afte, becoming a
Minister but I was there two years ago.

MR. CHAIRMAN; And you found it full
of trees!

SHRI KAMAL NATH: No, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Then you call it a van?

SHRI KAMAL NATH; No, Sir. Now the
question asked is: Is it denuded?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Do you mean fo say
that it is Vrindavan with five trees left or ten
trees left

SHRI KAMAL NATH: Sir, I am coming to
that... (Interruptions) Sir, j am coming to that.

MR. CHAIRMAN; Then main question
was about the van and the supplementary was
also on specialising on van. He wants to know
whether you have a scheme for reforesting it,
putting trees there and making it a real
Vrindavan.

SHRI KAMAL NATH. Sir, I am coming
to that.

MR. CHAIRMAN: He specialises on van.

AN HON. MEMBER: What about Gokul?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Anything ...
(Interruption)...

SHRI KAMAL NATH. Sir, in the Plan
covering Vrindavan there is an amount of
112.6 lakhs of rupees for afforestation. The
point, just to clarify, I was making was that
the National Wasteland Development Board
had assessed that it was not
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a fuel deficit area. It is not a wood-fuel
deficit area. From that point of view I was
answering.

MR, CHAIRMAN: He says that wood fuel
is available, fuel is available. That is what the
says.

SHRI DHULESHWAR MEENA: Sir, my
second supplementary is this. The hop.
Minister has mentioned in his reply that a
scheme for pollution abatement of the river
Yamuna covering, among others, polluted
stretch along Vrindavan is under formulation.
I am very much thankful to him for this, but I
want to know whether it is a fact that a
community project has been launched by the
World Wildlife Fund of Nature to restore the
original beauty of Vrindavan; if so, whether
the Government is considering to give any
assistance, technical or financial, in their
mission; if so, what the amount is.

SHRI KAMAL NATH, Sir, the World
Wildlife Fund (WWF) is a non-Governmental
organisation. It carries on works in various
places. I cannot specifically say whether they
have asked for assistance because there are so
many N.G.Os. Several hundreds of them have
asked for assistance, but if they have given
such a project for beautification, I shall look
into it as long as it iy within the parameters of
the objectives which I am trying fo meet; it is
not just beautification per se, but it is the
beautification which also includes abatement
of pollvvton or any other thing which is
concerned with my Ministry.
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SHRI JAGMOHAN; Sir, will the hon.
Minister be pleased to tell us what preventive
action is being taken to ensure that Yamuna is
not further polluted? I can understand that the
treatment of sewage will take time and
development of riverfront will take time. But
the basic issue is what is being done to
prevent further pollution. For instance, in
Delhi alone fifty thousand shacks have come
up on file river-front itself and the water is
being polluted daily and more and more trees
around the crematoriums are being cut down.
So, I would like to know about the preventive
aspect.

SHRI KAMAL NATH: Sir, the preventive
aspects are on-going. There are several of
them. There is afforestation in Delhi. We are
working  basically on an awareness
programme because awareness is one of Hie
biggest components of pervention. With
regard to Jamuna. Ganga Action Plan Phase-
11, which will include the Jamuna, would have
down the stretch , series of sewage treatment
plants, etc. It would have crematoriums, it
would have river-front treatement facilities,
etc., so that those areas which are causing
pollution are looked into and taken care of.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Have you taken up
social forestery seheme, there?

SHRI KAMAL NATH-. I am not aware
of it. I cannot tell him off hand.
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Supply of Piped Domestic Gas

*384. SHRI MENTAY PADMAN A-
BHAM: Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to state:

(a) what are the plans under Government's
consideration for supplying piped domestic
gas in various parts of the country;



