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. Irrigation  system in India .- Irrigation Sector Review Report of the:

3519. SHRI DHULESHWAR MEENA:
Will the Minister of WATER RE-
SOURCES be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government’s attention
has been drawn to the World Bank's
conclusion that wide-spread corruption: is

the root cause of the poor irrigation
system in India;

(b) .if so, Government’s reaction
thereto;

(c) the reasons for poor performance
in the irrigation sector; and

(d) the steps being taken to enforce
firm quality control and effective super-
vision at all stages of construction?

THE MINISTER OF WATER RE-
SOURCES (SHRI VIDYA CHARAN
SHUKLA)* (a) and (c) Yes Sir. The

World Bank refers to modest salary
levels and inadequate performance related
incentives of staff belonging to State
Irrigation Departments in comparison to-
financial gains that are possible through
collusion with contractors or illicit collec-
tion of revenues from farmers in ex-
change for water distribution favours-
The report cities poor sector . planning
poor financial management inadequate
water mangement and maintenance as
the main causes of indifferent perfor-
mance of the irrigation system.

(b) and (d) The observations of the
World Bank have been brought to the
knowledge of the State Governments.
Steps being taken to improve quality of
construction and supervision infe-gila
include periodical site inspections during
all phases of conmstruction, Stress on data
collection, compilation, analysis -and



