197 Written Answers

Integrated mitssile Development programme

862. SHRI KAPIL VERMA:
SHRIMATI VEENA VERMA:
SHRI SURESH KALMADI:

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government propose to
upgrade, strengthen and expedite Integrated
Missile Development Programme in view of
the emergence of a "missile force" on the
global scene with missiles as the major
weapon system used in the Gulf War;

(b) if SO, what are the details thereof;

(c) whether surface to air missile
"AKASH ' would be brought on par with
"Patriot" missile produced by USA; and

(d) whether the work is starting on
"reusable missile" systems?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE (SHRI LALIT
VIJAY SINGH): (a) No, Sir. The missiles
being developed under Integrated Guided
Missile Development Programme are based
on state-of-the art technologies and are
comparable with the contemporary missile
systems. The indigenous missiles are
expected to be available to our Services in
tha required time frame.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) When fully developed, AKASH may
be at part with the PATRIOT.

(d) No, Sir. This is a futuristic concept on
which preliminary studies have been garried
out.
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