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address systems, aircraft operations,
railway operations, construction acti-
vities and bursting of crackers.

(v) Monitoring of ambient noise levels
for seven cities namely, Delhi, Jaipur,
Bombay, Madras, Bangalore, Hydera-
bad, Kanpur and Calcutta has been
‘carried out by the Central Pollution
Control Board.

b) Bteach of prescribed standards does
occur. ERER G

(¢) The Indian Council for Medical
Research has conducted a study on Prev-
elence and Aetiology of Hearing Impair-
ment. A total of 11,665 persons were
examined in rural areas and 10,935 per-
sons in urban areas at four centres i.e.,
Calcutta, Delhi, Madras and Trivandrum.
The study indicates that population work-
ing in noisy areas for more than 10 years
was found to have an increased prevelen-
ce of hearing loss in comparison to those
who have worked for lesser number of
years.
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Proposal to establish a cultural consulate
of Portugal in Goa

*159, SHRI JOHN F. FERNANDES:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFA-
IRS be pleased to state;

(a) whether Government have recently
received any proposal from the Govern-
ment of Portugal to establish a Cultural
Consulate in Goa to promote cultural
activities there; and

(b) if so, what is Government’s response
thereto?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
CHANDRA SHEKHAR): (a) The Portu-
guese Government has expressed interest
in setting up a Cultural Centre at Goa.

(b) The matter is under discussion bet
ween the two sides on the basis of the
standard gnidelines of the Government of
India and in terms of Article 54 of the
Indo-Portuguese Cultural Exchange Pro-
gramme for the year 1990—92.

Iraqi response to peace efforts

*160. SHRI MURLIDHAR CHAND-
RAKANT BHANDARE: Will the Minis-
ter of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased
to state:

(2) whether Government’s attention has
been drawn to the reports appearing in
the Press on January 15, 1991 to the



