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to Questions R

Lease of Railway land to Cooperative.
Housing Societies/Slum dwellers in
. Bombay -
%288, SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS  be
pleased to state;

(a) whether Government of Mahara-
shira have submitted any proposal to
lease Railway land to the Cooperative
Housing Societies or slum dwellers resid-
ing along railway lines in Bombay; and

(b) if so, what are the details thereof
and Government’s reaction thereto?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF): (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) Railways have already offered the
land which is beyond the safety zone
and is surplus to the Railways. Fur-
ther action can be taken when the
State Government come forward.

Dry Farming in Rajasthan

*289. SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state;

(a) whether Government have any plans
to introduce Dry Farming in Rajasthan;

(b) whether Government propouse to take
help from other countries for such techni-
cal know-how; and

(c) what other plans are being contem-
plated to produce such items which are
suitable for the areas where less water is
available in Rajasthan to make it self re-
liant?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI BALRAM JAKHAR): (a) In view
of preponderance of dry farming in Rajas-
than, the Central and State Governments
have been implementing various research
and, development schemes to stabilies -and
improve production in rainfed areas.of
Rajasthan. s S

(b) Research institutions take note of
teshnical- progress -being: made * in- other
countries for -improvement of arid zone
agriculture while generating -appropriate
technologies.
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(c) Development and adoption of appro-
priate varieties of crops like bajra, pulses,
oilseeds and more viable agricultural sys-
tems such as agro-forestry, agri-horticul
ture, silvi pastoral system, etc. are being
promoted in  Rajasthan under various
schemes, namely Drought FProne Area
Development Programme, Desert Develop-
ment Programme, National Watershed
Development Project for Rainfed Areas,
World  Bank aided Integrated Watershed
Development Programme (Plains), National
Pulses Development Programme and Oil
seeds Development Programme.

Burning of Rail coaches

290, SHRI SHIV PRATAP MISHRA:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be plea-
sed to state:

(a) whether it is a fact th t number
of rail coaches were burnt out at New
Delhi Railway Station during the last two
months;

(b) if so, the gdetails thereof; and

(c) the causes of the incidents?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF): (a) and
(b) Two coaches were involved in fire at
New Delhi Station. The fires occurred on
10-7-91 and 11.7-91, While one coach
suffered heavy damage the other was par-
tially burnt.

~ (c) The cause of fire in these two cases
has not yet been established.

Development of New Straing of Crops

%291, SHRI MENTAY PADMANA-
BHAM: Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state: ‘

(#) whether it is a fact that new rice
striins are being mtroduced elsewhere in
the world, incorporating both lngh-yleid
. and better disease remstance- v

(&) whether it is also a fact that the
- Yuté¥national Rice Tnstitute in Manila has
" offéred such straing:
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(c) what are the steps being taken to
pay attention towards better strains of rice
and other food crops; and
[}
'(d) whether there is any mbnitdriﬁg- body
to keep track and apprise Government of
such developments?

'.THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI BALRAM JAKHARY): (a) Yes, Sir.
Rice strains incorporating high yield and
better disease resistance are bheing infro-
duced in various countries of the world in-
cluding India. B

(b) Yes Sir. ‘

(c) Better strains of rice and other food
crops are being continuously developed in
India having high yield and resistance to
disease and pests. Need based high yielding
varieties of different food crops are evolved
to suit varying agroclimatic  conditions
based on effective testing under All India
Crop Tmprovement Projects, Required
quantity of breeder seed is also produced
to meet the requirement of different states.

- .t
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(d) Yes Sir. ]
Reimbursement of Capxtal share imvested
in Cooperative Sugar Factories to

Maharashtra

%292, SHRI VIREN ). SHAH: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the National
Cooperative Development Corporation is
expected to reimburse 65 per cent and 50
percent of share capital invested by the
State Government towards cooperative

sugar factories in backward and quelopcd
respectively; .

(b) whether it is also a fact that such
reimbursement to the Government of Maha-
rashtra for more than nine coopepative
sugar factories out of sanctioned 38 new
licences in the cooperative sector is still

pending due to madequate funds with
NCDC; and

v Lo
(©) if so, what further ac'tion Govern-
ment propose to take to enahle w#peedy



