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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF): As any haaourable
colleague has mentioned it will be in the
interests of railways also to increase the line
capacity, particularly if we can provide more
altema-tive routes to the south. It is keep ing
this factor in view the expert committee on
railway network expansion has made certain
propositions. What we are trying to do is we
are not surveying what has already been done;
we are only updating our data and what has
not been surveyed already is being surveyed
now. Once the survey is over and the reports
come, we will then know what exactly the
cost of that line and other things would be,
and then it will go to the Planning
Commission. So all these formalities do rquire
time and the biggest problem is of finding
resources. Resource constraint is also a major
problem. We are ourselves very much con-
cerned about the expansion and therefore, |
don't think honourable Members should have
any anxiety about it.
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SHRI DINESHBHAI TRIVEDI: This
question of converting metre gauge into broad
gauge is becoming sentimental. Everytime the
reason given is lack of resources. 1 want to
cite one specific example that in Kutch from
Gandhidham to Bhuj we have resources also.
The citizens have come formard to give
money to the Railway Board. But still the
Ministry is just keeping quiet. |1 would like to
urge the Railway Minister, through you, that
this question should be taken more seriously
because tha sentiments are running high.
Would the Minister consider having bonds as
far as resources are concrned?

SHRI MALLIKARJUN: Sir, this is a
separate question. Yet | would like to bring to
the notice of this House that there are eleven
conversions in the pipeline and 24 new
lines...

Mil. CHAIRMAN: Question Hours is
over. Now, Papers to be laid on the Table.
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Non-payment  of compensation for
losses in weight in transhipment of coal

286. SHRI RAM AWADHESH
SINGH: SHRI CHIMANBHAI
MEHTA:

Will  the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Railways are
not compensating for the losses in weight in
transhipment of coal; and

(b) if so, what are the reasons- there
for?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
C K. JAFEER SHARIEF): (a)
Yes Sir, except in cases where Railways'
negligence is stablislied.

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 32

(b) Coal is mostly booked at owners' risk
rate where Railway's liability is mor mally
not attracted.
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