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mines and since it is black, everything should 
be black there. I want to know as to what is 
the development project they have 
undertaken. I would like to know whether 
there is any feud between underground min-
ing and. OCP miningwala. What is the total 
number of working shifts that have suffered 
due to the reasons mentioned here? 

SHRI P. A. SANGHA; Sir, I am sorry, I 
do not have that figures with me. But the fact 
remains that there are a few mines where it is 
exhausted and the solution lies in new pro-
jects. We have at the moment 13 new 
project's, ongoing projects, each project 
costing about more than Rs. 20 crores. There 
will be a total investment of Rs. 1997.22 
crores. Out of that, we have problems in five 
projects which I have mentioned earlier and 
we need to talk to the State Governments and 
we are going to do that. As far a's the 
application of the types of machinery is 
concerned, well, Sir, I do not have the 
information with me now. I will certainly go 
into  that and keep the suggestion of the hon.  
Member in mind. 

SHRI SUNIL BASU RAY: Sir, what is the 
basis of extension of this target and has any 
action ever been taken to cover up the gap 
between    the    target and    achievement? 

SHRI P. A. SANGMA: We review the 
performance of the company on a regular 
basis. The fact remains that when reserve are 
depleting, it is difficult to increase the 
production. That is why I- am emphasising 
on starting and launching of new projects 
because   the  solution lies there. 

 

SHRI P. A. SANGMA: Sir, the new project 
in Bihar is Raj Mahal. As I said, there  are 
many problems involved there, not only of 
revenue clearance, forests but also the 
rehabilitation of the people who have been 
displaced. Therefore, I propose to go to the 
State Capital and at discuss with the State 
Government and sort out   this   problem. 

Coal Stock at CCL 

*206.  SHRIMATI KAMLA SINHA 
SHRI   W.   KULABIDHU 

SINGH: 

Will he Minister of COAL be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that 40 lakh tonnes 
of coal has been written off in the Central 
Coalfields Limited in the year 1989-90; and 

(b) what are the reasons therefor and  the   
amount  involved  therein? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE (IN-
DEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE 
MINISTRY OF COAL (SHRI P. A. 
SANGMA): (a) and (b) A statement is laid on 
the Table of  the House. 

Statement 

 (a) No, Sir According to information 
furnished by Coal India Limited, the coal 
stocks written off in respect of financial year 
1989-90 by Central Coalfields LtD   was only 
601 tonnes. 

(b) The shortage and the write off in 
respect  of the financial year  1989- 

The question was actually asked on the 
floor of the House by Shrimati Kamla Sinha. 
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SHRI P. A. SANGMA: Sir, actually the 
answer given here is correct; perhaps, i  will 
volunteer to correct the hon. Member because 
the figure the hon. Member has cited of 
writing-off, what they call 14 lakh tonnes, is 
not of 1989-90, but that is the figure of 1987-
88. So there is some discrepancy about her 
own question. As far as the year 1989-90 is 
concerned, 1 have given  the correct figure. 

SHRl P. A SANGMA: Sir i  do not have 

the figure colliery-wise about writing-off of 
coal, i have got only the  total     figure...    
(Interruptions) 

SHRI DIPEN GHOSH: She wants to know 
the criterion 

SHRI P. A. SANGMA: I wil certainly 
answer that. I have answered part (b) which 
was easier to answw, I win now come to part 
(a) Sir, the verification of stock is done in the 
colliery by an established procedure. Now the 
slack which is available on a particular 
colliery, some measurement is taken at 
pitheads at the beginning of every month. 
Now the coal companies after the 
measurement verify it independently. And the 
third step is coal audit teams. They go there 
and they check it But the problem is that there 
has been officially a 5 per cent permissible 
limit, this way or that way—I do not know 
how to call it—I am trying to review that 
because 5 per cent seems to be on the higher 
side. I realise that there are a lot of things to 
be looked into as far as the stock position is 
concerned. Sir, in fact, I have decided that as 
far as the Ministry's Working is concerned, I 
am not going by the production figures any 
mc|? in future but i will depend much more 
on the despatch figures rather that the 
production figures because I myself am not 
very sure whether these figures are correct or 
not. Therefore, for the purpose of my own 
understanding and working of the Department 
wo will- henceforth go by the despatch 
figures and not by the production  figures. 
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SHRI P. A. SANGMA: Sir, I am aware of 
the presence of anti-social elements which the 
hon'ble Member has referred to. I can only 
assure the House that we will deal with them 
appropriately. I do not want to : say anything 
beyond that. I can only assure that these 
elements will be dealt with appropriately. 

SHRIMATI KAMLA SINHA; What 
about the second part of question? There 
are two parts to the question. What was the 
production last year and what category of 
coal was produced last year? 

SHRI P. A. SANGMA: Sir, unfor-
tunately I do not have that production 
figure. I will give the hon'ble Member. 

DR. YELAMANCHILi SIVAJI; The 
Minister has corrected the hon'ble 
Member's figures saying that they are for 
the years 1987-88 instead of 1988-89. The 
written-off volume is to the tune of 40 lakh 
metric ton. At the rate of Rs. 249|- per 
metric ton the amount comes to roughly 
about Rs. 100 crores. Is it a fact that Coal 
India produces the costliest coal in the 
entire world due to inefficiency and 
negligence? (.Interruptions).. Shall I 
repeat? Is it a fact that Coal India produces 
the costliest coal in the entire world? 

SHRI P. A, SANGMA: Sir, to the earlier 
question of  the hon'ble Member I have 
already admitted that the OMS is the 
lowest. I have already admitted that. 
Therefore, i have this figure of CCL 
production which Is thirty million tons in 
1990-91. 

DR.  YELAMANCHILi     SIVAJI;  Is    i it 
a fact that Coal India produces the costliest 
coal in the enire world? 

SHRl P. A. SANGMA: I do not know 
whether it is the costliest, but U  is  
eertainlv costlv. 

 

SHRI P. A. SANGMA; Sir, the total 
written-off figure for the years 1987-88, 
1988-89 and 1989-90 for all the subsidiaries 
Comes to about eleven million tons. Now( the 
hon'ble Member has mentioned that it is 
partly because of over-reporting. I do not rule 
out tha and if it is partly due to the over-
reporting of the production figure, i think, we 
save the production  to that extent. 

SHRI SUNIL BASU RAY: Over-reporting 
and writing off is a chronic disease in coal 
mine industry. Some time ago Coal India Ltd. 
had as such written off about four million tons 
of coal. The reason given here is also a 
common reason, fire in the coal field. So, I 
think, the Minister should inform us what was 
the extent of fire. Would the Minister tell us 
whether this coal that was on fire situated 
near the coal dump.. (Interruption) ... and? if 
so, whether any preventive action was taken 
so that the fire might not engulf the coal 
dump? 

SHRl P. A. SANGMA; In 1987-88 the 
written-off due to fire was 7,40 per cent. In 
1988-89 and 1989-90 it is quite marginal and 
the main reason has been non ... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question Hour is oyer. 


