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production of cotton during the 1990-91
cotton season has been estimated at 115 lakh
bales by the Cotton Advisory Board as
against a production of 133.50 lakh bales
during the 1989-90 season.

(c) to (e) After taking into account the
closing stock of 30.79 lakh bales at the end of
the 1989-90 season, the total availability of
cotton during 1990-91 season is placed at
145.79 lakh Dbales. Against this, the
requirement of cotton for mill consumption is
placed at 109 lakh bales and that for non-mill
consumption is placed at 7.50 lakh bales
during the season. The objectives of releasing
quotas for export of raw cotton were
stabilisation of prices in the domestic market,
provision of remunerative prices to the cotton
growers and to maintain India's presence in
the international market as a stable supplier.

(f) Government have release quotas for
export of 12.55 lakh bales during the 1990-
91 cotton season.
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India’'s low Human Development
Index

1259. SHRI RAMDAS AGARWAL:
Will the the Minister of FINANCE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware that
India's Human Development Index ranks
123rd amongst the 160 countries according
to the 1991 Human Development Report
released recently by the United Nations
Development Programme;

(b) if so, what are the real causes of our
poor socio-economic progress in various
parts of the country; and

(c) whether Government propose to
release more funds for the year 1991-92 for
human development programmes; if so, the
details thereof and if not, the reasons
therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF  FINANCE  (SHRI
RAMESHWAR THAKUR): (a) j

Yes, Sir. However, it may be noted that the
Report also shows that India's rank by the
Human Development Index is better than its
ranking by GNP, indicating that on an aver-
age we have done better in the area of human
development than other countries at
comparable level of economic development

(b) There has  been  appreciable socio-
economic progress in  various parts of the
country since independence as is borne out
by improvement in per capita income, life
expec-tency, literacy rate and the percentage of
population below the poverty line. However,
the progress made has not been sufficient
on  account of the fact that we started with
a very poor socio-economic condition at the
time of independence. Also ?nves tible surplus
required for socio-economic needs of a
growing populalon has been inadequate The
latter is itself a result of the low level of deve-



