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Madurai Section of NH-49, a provision has 
been made in the Annual Plan 1990-91 for 
making up works amounting to Rs. 630 
lakhs. Against this, one work costing Rs. 19. 
35 lakhs has already been sanctioned. Other 
estimates and proposals are still awaited 
from the State Governments. The 
expenditure on the sanctioned development 
works will be met out of allocation of Rs. 2, 
600 lakhs and Rs. 1, 650 lakhs earmarked, 
respectively, for the States of Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala during  the current  financial  
year. 

(b) and (c) The road section is generally 
in a traffic worthy condition and necessary 
repairs are being carried out by the 
respective State Government out of 
maintenance and repair funds for National 
Highway placed at their disposal. Since, 
February, 1989, an expenditure of Rs. 110 
lakhs is reported to have been incurred by 
the State PWDs on maintenance of this 
section, as per latest figures available. 

Conversion of Madras Telephones into a 
   Corporation 

  
760. SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI 

VIRUMBI: 
SHRI V. GOPALSAMY; 

Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether there is any proposal to 
convert Madras Telephones into a Corpora-
tion; and 

(b) if so, the details thereof? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
CHEMICALS AND THE DEPUTY 
MINISTER IN THE MINISTRY OF 
COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI JAI PRA 
KASH); (a) and (b) The Government has 
set up a High Level Committee to go into 
all aspects of restructuring of Telecom- 
Department, including Madras Telephone's, 
and to recommend the most appropriate 
organisational structure keeping in view 
the developmental and operational needs as ' 
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well as the financial implications etc. Ap-
propriate decisions in the matter will be taken 
after the receipt of the Committee's Report. 

Financing of East Coast road project by 
A. D. B. 

769. SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI 
VIRUMBI: 

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY; 

Will the Minister of SURFACE TRA-
NSPORT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that Asian Deve 
lopment Bank has agreed to finance East 
Coast road project; 

(b) if so, what is the total length of this 
road;  ;. 

(c) what is the estimated cost of the 
project; and 

(d) by when this project is expected to be 
completed? 

THE MINISTER OF WATER RESOUR-
CES WITH ADDITIONAL CHARGE OF 
THE MINISTRY OF SURFACE 
TRANSPORT (SHRI MANUBHAI KO-
TADIA); (a) to (d) Yes, Sir. Asian Deve-
lopment Bank has agreed to partly finance 
development of a section of East Coast Road 
in Tamil Nadu in a length of about 160 km at 
an estimated cost of Rs. 5400 crores. The 
project is proposed to be completed in four 
years time after award of the work which is 
yet to be done by Tamil Nadu Government. 

770.  [Transferred to the 8th January, 
1991] 

Harassment of Families of Indian 
MissionStaff  in  Pakistan 

771.  SHRI SHIV PRATAP MISHRA: 
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFA 
IRS  be pleased  to State; 

(a) whether Government have taken up 
with Pakistan Government the harassment 
faced by family members of Indian mis 
sions' staff in Pakistan at the hands of In 
telligence agencies of that Country;  


