4] Wnitten Answers

THE MINISTER OF FOOD AND
CIVIL SUPPLIES (SHRI RAO
BIRENDRA SINGH): (a) A statement
showing the month-wise percentage
variation in the Wholesale Price Index
(WPIy of Pulses, Edible Ouls, and
other important sale-groups of essential
commodities such as cereals, vege-
tables, sugar, khandsari and Gur from
November, 1989 to November, 1990 1s
given 1n Annexure [See Appendix
CLVI, Annexure No. 4].

(b) The Government has accorded
highest priority to  check the rising
trend 1y prices of essential commodi
ties Both long term and short term
measures are, therefore, bemng taken
for the purpose The measures taken
broadly include steps to increase pro-
duct'on of essential commodities, pro-
curement ang buffer sfocking opera-
tions of foodgrains strengthening of
Public Distribution System, enforce-
ment of the provisions of the Essential
Commodities Act and other regulatory
measures, and augmenting domestic
supplieg through imports wherever
necessary so as to check any abnormal
rise in the prices of essential commodi-
ties.

The various measures taken by the
Government have resulted in checking
run-away increase in prices of most of
the essential commodities and soften-
ing i prices of items like rice, ‘gram
arhar, potatoes, sugar; gur vanaspati
and tea etc in recent weeks.

Closure of Indian Tourist Offices

*27 SHRI MURLIDHAR CHAND-
RAKANT BHANDARE
SHRI MAHENDRA PRASAD-

Will the Minister of TOURISM be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have re-
considered their decision to elose
down the Indign Tourist Offices abroad
m view of the need and Potential
for promoting tourism, and

(b) if so, the deciston taken in this
regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM
(SHRIMATI USHA SINHA). (a) and
(b) A decision was taken to close the
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Tourist Offices at Chicago, Singapore,
Stockholm and Sydney. This matter
was reconsidered and 1t wag decided
to continue the Office at Sydney
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Conversion of Rupsa-Bangrinosi
Railway Line

*29 SHRI SANTOSH KUMAR
SAHU Will the Minister of RAIL-
WAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have
taken any decision for the conversion
of the narrow-gauge rail line from
Rupsa to Baripada and Bangriposi in
South Eastern Railway in Orissa, and

(b) 1f so, the details thereof and
by when 1t ig likely to be completed?



