171 " Wnitten Answers

Foodgrains Production

206, SHRI CHIMANBHAI MEHTA:
Will the Mister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) what 1s the estimated produc.
tion of cereals, pulses, ollseeds and
cotton during the current agricultural
year, what 15 the estimated ghortfall
or surplus, if any; and

(b) what are the measures propos-
ed to be taken to dispose of the sur-
plus or to meet with the shortfall?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND COOPERATION IN THE
MINISTRY OF  AGRICULTURE
(SHRI JAYANTILAL VIRCHAND.
BHA] SHAH). (a) and (b) Final
estimates of production of various
cropg of the wyear 1990-91, both for
Kharif and Rab; seasons, have not
yet become due However, the target
of production of cereals, pulses, oil-
seeds and coiton 1s given as below:

Million tonneg

Cereals 161 5
Pulses 15 0
Ozlseeds 18 0
Cotton 11.5*

*—Million baleg of 170 kgs each

As far as foodgrams (cereals & pul-
ses) 18 concerned, the country s
nearly self-sufficient and only margi-
nal adjustmentg by way of exports &
mmports may be resorted to balance
the demand and supply.

There ig a shorifall in the produc-
tion of oilseeds, particularly ground-
nut this year, due to uufavourable
weather condifrons experienced in
some of the principal growing States.
To overcome the shortage of oilseeds,
the Government has launched a Tech-
nology Mission on Oilseeds for the
jast four years, The Technology
Mission has beepn entrusted with the
responsibility for increasing the pro.
duction of pulgeg also.

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 172

The production of cotton has shown
significant increase during last year
and this year; consequenily, c.port of
cotton has been considerably in-
creased.

Increase in the prices of essential
cOommoditieg
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SHANKER DAVE,

Wil the Mmister of FOOD AND
CIVIL SUPPLIES be pleased to state

(a) whether 1t ;5 a fact shat the
prices of essentia] commodities in-
cluding foodgrains, pulses, edible oils
etc, have gone wup steadily since
November, 1989,

(b) if so, what hag been the per.
centage of 1ncrease during that
perlod, month-wise;

(¢) whether 1t 15 alsp a fact that
essential commodities have been in
short gupply from time to time in the
Fair Price Shops in different States
during the said period;

(d) the month-wise wholesale price
mdex and the consumer price ndex
during the said period;

(e) what steps were taken or are
proposed to be taken to combat price
rise and make essential commodities
available;

(f) the steps taken to contain the
mnflation and save the people from
the high price rise; and



