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hag yet to get the PIB clearance. It has not 
even gone to the stage of the PIB clearance as 
yet. 

Manuscripts of Indian Origin abroad , 

*106. SHRI JOHN F. FERNANDES: Will 
the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware of rare 
manuscripts of Indian origin lying in libraries 
and museums in Lisbon, London and Paris 
which were taken there before independence 
of the country and the liberation of Goa and 
Pondicherry; and 

(b) if so, whether any attempts have been 
made to retrieve them in original form or if 
that is not possible, to obtain their microfilm 
copies which can be made fully available and 
displayed at National Musem/Archives for the 
use of our scholars and researchers ? 

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RE-
SOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI ARJUN  
SINGH):    (a)   Yes,   Sir. 

(b) Attempts have been made by the 
National Archives of India to retrieva 
microfilms of the important documents that 
were removed from this country to England, 
France and Portugal. Microfilms received as a 
result of this are available to scholars and 
researchers. 

SHRI JOHN F. FERNANDES: Mr. 
Chairman, Sir, it is amazing that even after 44 
years of the independence of our country, the 
Government of India is still making attempts 
to get only microfilms and not the originals of 
these rare manu-scrpits. May I know if there 
are any protocols or understandings signed 
with these three nations at Government level 
and at what stage they are pending? 

SHRI ARJUN SINGH: Sir, it is a fact that 
the original manuscripts have not been 
returned, and till date I see no reason to hope 
that the originals will be returned because, on 
this, it is almost a closed mind on the part of 
«hese countries. But so far as the microfilms 
are concerned, from Britain we are already in 
the pro-cess of receiving some of the 
microfilms. 

About France, according to our mutual 
protocol, officers will be going very soon to 
make microfilms of the documents which 
have been identified. In the case of Portugal 
we are trying to identify, and there is 
cooperation from the Portugal side also and I 
think the microfilming will not create any 
major hurdle. 

SHRI JOHN F. FERNANDES: Sir, part (b) 
of my question is this: Many of our scholars 
have to submit their thesis on research at the 
university level, and the crucial part of this 
manuscript is that some part of it is remaining 
in foreign countries and most of these scholars 
and professors travel abroad on their own to 
make use of these manuscripts and it is very 
.difficult for them to have approach to these 
documents on their own. May I know from the 
honourable Minister if any direction will be 
issued to our Missions abroad to assist these 
scholars and professors to obtain this 
permission? 

SHRI ARJUN SINGH: Sir, I think that this 
is a legitimate request and there should be no 
difficulty in requesting our Missions abroad to 
help the scholars in this matter. 

SHRI JOHN F. FERNANDES: Sir, part (c) 
of my question is, whenever scholars go 
abroad, they have to pay for this 
documentation fee. It is improper that these 
people are paid only $ 520 under the F.T.S., 
and as a result they cannot procure the 
microfilm copies. May I know from the hon. 
Minister whether the** researchers will be 
provided with additional foreign exchange for 
such projects ? 

SHRI ARJUN SINGH: Sir, this is some-
thing in which I would not venture to get into 
because providing foreign exchange is not 
something in which I have a say. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: In specific cases you 
can make a request, in important cases' you 
can. make a request. 

SHRI ARJUN SINGH: I will certainly 

request the hon.  Finance Minister. 
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SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY: Sir, 

one of the places where a large number of 

books of Indian origin are there, ii the India 

House Library in London. Successive Indian 

Government have not been able to persuade 

the British Government to part with that 

collection. I do not know whether this 

Government proposes to take effective steps 

to get back the books from the India House 

Library in London. 

SHRI ARJUN SINGH: Well, the persua-
sive efforts already put In can certainly be 
continued. 


