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Eradication of blindness

102. SHRI SHAMIM HASHMI: WIli
the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state

(a) whether Government are aware
of the continued inadequacy of steps
to prevent blindness in the country a:~
reported in the Daily Excelsior (Jammu'
of the 8th August, 1991; and

(o) whether Government would work out a
time bound plan to eradicate blindness in the
country as was earlier done for small pox?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI M. L.
FOTEDAR): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Blindness unlike small pox can
never be completely eradicated but only
substantially controlled; and therefore the
main effort has to be directed towards
its prevention and cure. Government
launched a National Programme for con
trol of blindness in 1976 with the objec
tive of reducing prevalence of blindness
from 1.4 per cent to 0.3 per cent by
2000 A.D.

Recognising the inadequacy of the efforts
at the existing level, an ambitious and
comprehensive programme for the control of
Blindness is being formulated for World
Bank assistance. The World Bank has agreed

in principle to consider such a proposal.
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