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department of communications has
only sanctioneq 1.6 lakh lines for the
first four years. Thig is unfair and
unjust that the department of telecom-
munications is doing te¢ Tamil Nadu.
Today, the Minister for Communica-
tlong hag announced that the country
will have as many ag 52 lakh lines
during the Eighth Plan but out of this,
Tamil Nadu is going to have only 1.6
lakh lines. This is  highly unjust,
unfair on the part of the Ministry of
Communications. Thig should be recti-
fled immediately., Therefore, I would
like to bring this important matter to
the notice of the Minister for Commu-
nications. It is stateg that the depart.
ment of telecommunications hag aliot-
ted the equipment on the basis of
projectegd growth rate of 9.7 per cent,
hasing its calculations opn the longer
period in the past. This does not
compare favourably even with the
projected average growth rate of 13
per cent for the telephon~ network in
the entire country. When there were
35,000 people on the waiting list for
phones, Madras telephones hag 1.12
lakhs line network at the start of the
Seventh Five Year Plan. But while
the waiting list persons are 63,000 to
66,600 now Madras Telephones has to
get 1.6 lakh lineg network.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please
conclude.

SHRI PASUMPON THA. KIRUT.
TINAN: According to the original
plan for the next five years, about
63,000 lines would have gone for the
replacement of olg and worn out
equipment, leaving the network with
a net addition of 4.6 lakh lines. There-
fore, Madrag Telephones is frying to
convince the department of Telecom-
munications of the neeq to Telease
more lineg taking into consideration
the prevailing trends. They have also
pointed out the growth rate of 13.5 per
cent in the telephone network during
the last five years itself would mean
that for more lines would be required
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to maintain the pace of development.
Therefore, if the actual number of
lines allotted by the department is not
increased, it may be able to add not
more than lakh lines during the next
four years till 1893-94. I need nol say
that this will not be enough to meet
the demands. According to the Madras
Telephones, the actual demand is 5.2
lakh lines. 1 would say that the
planneq growth of Madrag {elephones
is moing to be curtaileq during the
next five years if the department of
Telecommunications does not increase
the quantum of equipment allotted to
it. T would also like to request the
Minister for Communications of the
Government of India to see that an
impression of neglecting Tamil Nadu
is not created in the minds of the peo-
ple of Tami] Nadu and particularly
the people of Madras city, I need em-
vhasise the crucial importance of
telephones as a means of communica-
tions extremely important for industry
and trade. Thank you.

SHRY T. A. MOHAMMED SAQHY
(Tamil Nadu): Madam, I also associate
myself with the sentiments expressed
by my colleague.

Neeg to restore Direct Flight hetween
Delhi ang Imphal

SHRI W, KULABIDHU SINGH
(Manipur): Madam Deputy Chairman,
mv special mention is regarding the
cancellation of an Indian Airlies daily
flight from Delhi to Impha] via Guw-
ahati. It is a well known fact that the
State of Manipur is not connected by
rail links and it is connected only
through air links. Prior to 18-2-1990,
there wac a direct flight between Delhi
and Tmphal via Guwahati. But from
the above date, the said flight has been
discontinued with the grounding of the
A-320 aircraft. While groundineg the
A-320 aicraft, it was assured that nc
inconvenience woulg be caused to the
passenger. But now, to reach Mani-
pur, passengers have to take the daily
flight between Delhi and Calcutta, halt
for a night at Calcutta and reach
Manipur the next day. Passengers
have to stay for a night at Calcutta.
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Thig arrangement has posed a lot of
difficulties and inconvenience to the
peonle of Manipur. The State Gov-
ernment has also requested for the
restoration of the  flighy which has
been discontinued, that is the direct
flight between Delhi and Manipur via
Guwahati. I also urge upon the Gov-
ernment to  look into  the matter
urgently ang issue instructions for the
vestoration of the direct flight between
Dethi and Imphal. It may not be out
0" place here to mention that since
1979 Manipur had been having a daily
Jdirect flight to  Delhj till 18.2.1990.
After the grounding of the A-320 air-
craft, the flight which hag been therc
for more than 11 years has been
cancelled. 1t is my humble submission
that the direct flight could be res-
tored Thank you,

Inadequate Central Assistance to the
state of Rajasthan
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Neeq to ban Smoking in Publie Places

SHR[ JOHN F. FERNANDES (Ges):
Thank you for calling me to make this
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