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ALLOCATION OF TIME FOR
GOVERNMENT LEGISLATIVE

AND OTHER BUSINESS

have to inform Members that the
Business Advisory Comnmittee, at its
meeting he'd on Thursday, the 23rd
August, 1990, allotted time for
Government legislative and other
business as follows :—

THE VIGE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SHANKAR DAYAL SINGH) : I

Business Time allotted

1. Consideration and passing of the Representation of the People

(Amendment) Bill, 1990 hrs.

2. Considzration and passing/return of the following Rills, as passec
by the Lok Sabha:

(a) Prasar Bharati (Broadcasting Corporation of 1ndia) Biti, 1990 4 hrs.

(b) The Punjab Appropriation (No. 2) Bill, 1990 . . . . 2 hrs,
(c) The Appropriation (No. 3) Bill, 1990 . . . . . 1t
(d) The Appropriation (R.itways) No. 3 Bill, 1990 . . . 1 hr.

3. Statutory Resolution seeking disapproval of the Prevention of
itlicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances |
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1990

4, Consideration and passing of the Prevention of Ilicit Trafiic in ¢
Narcotic Drogs and Psychotropic Substances (Amencment) Bill, |
1990, as passed by the Lok Sabha. j 2 hrs.
" (To be discussed to=
Statutory Resolution seeking disapproval of the Conservation of | eether)
Foreign Exchange and Prevention of Smuggling Activities 3
(Amenament) Orainance, 1990.

6. Considaration anC passing of th- Conservation of Foreign Ex- ’
change and Prevention of Smuggling Activities (Amenament)
Bill, 1930, s passed by the Lok Sabha. |
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SHRI P.K. KUNJACHEN
(Kerala): Sir, T congratulate the
Minister for carrying out a success-
ful task at this juncture. The situa-
tion is very grave. On the plea of
protecting Saudi Arabia, America
18 marching its Army, Navy and
Air Force there. We cannot view
the intentions of America in a good
way because America has earlier
captured Granada.  Similarly, the
whole world knows what they have
-done in Panama. So, their decla-
ration of coming to Saudi Arabia on
the plea of protecting Saudi Arabia
cannot be taken on its face vdlue.
It has to be admitted that they are
trying to use force on the plea of
protecting Saudi Arabia. At the
same time, we never agree to the

[23 AUG, 1990 ]

by Minister 358

occupation of a country by using
force. That also is there. We will
have a say that.

Now [ will come to the main
issue concerning India. I anr not
entering into other matters. We
have already seen what the Minister
has done. The first thing is to
bring the Indians here. In the war-
like situation that is existing there,
many people, especially children and
women. will be coming. Necessary
arrangements have to be made for
that. All the necessary aeroplanes
and mnecessary vehicles should be
arranged. A majority of the women
and children coming from the Gulf
countries are Keralites.  Their
number is one lakh or more. If
my understanding is correct, about
50,000 to 70,000 children are coming.
They have to continue their educa-
tion, Children are coming from
Saudi Arabia, Jordan and other
Guif countries because of war-like
conditions. Their education is a
problem. When these people come
from there, they are losing their
wealth. They have to bring what-
ever can be brought, their money,
their valuables and other things.
At present, they are concerned with
their lives. That has to be thought
of.

You will have to think about
their rehabilitation probolem. Other-
wise it will be difficult later on.
(Time bell rings) We never know
when the situation is going to wor-
sen. Our  diplomatic initiative
should be there. India is a big
country. So, our diplomatic ini-
tiative has to continue in order to
see that re de-escalation takes place.

Sir, for looking after the prob-
lems of Indians, a separate cell
should be established at the Central
Government lzvel. Then only speed:
steps can be taken on all thes-
problems. I would like to know
whether the Government will think
of establishing a separate cell for
looking after ail these  mciters.
Telecommunication arrangements
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have to be made. Postal arrange-
ments have to be made. All these
things have to be done. A sepa-
rate cell has to be established to
look after these things. I request
the Minister to see to it. Thank
you,
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SHRI SANTOSH BAGRO-
DIJA (Rajasthan): Mr. Vice-Chairman
Chairman, Sir, 1 appreciate the
visit of the hon. Minister of Ex-
ternal Affairs and also the visit of
the Minister of Civil Aviation, par-
tially. Why do I say so? Because,
diplomatically at least, in these
countries, you have done a good.
job and the Indians are considered
to be safe. 1 am not going to touch
upon the political side of the issue
because my colleagues have earlier
dealt with it in detail. Moreover,
the time is limited.

But since you visited these
countries, I would like to ask you
one thing. We have seen some news
that some Indian women have been
molested and raped. Have you
received any such information during

your visit ? - _—

W

Now, when we consider the ques-
tion of the.safety of our people, it
involves bringing back nearly two
lakh people. It is not easy. I
understand, even if we operate one
ship a day, it will take more than
a month. I do not think you have
employed any ships for the trans-
portation of these people. Do you
have any plans to provide a number
of ships? I am talking about the
vessels, ships. Do you have any
such plans so that more people
could be transported simultaneously ?

Sir, these people who have
gone to these Gulf countries have
been sending huge amounts, in the
form of foreign exchange, during
the last many years. 1 wonder if
Government has any intention of
setting up a fund for the rehabilita-
tion of these Gulf returnces, be-
cause, at the time of their distress,
we should come to their rescue
since they have been helping to
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strengthen our balance of payments.
position.

Another thing is, as you know,
some of these workers have taken
loans—Rs. 25,000, Rs.  30,000—
before going to these countries.
some of these people who have
gone there suddenly find that their
jobs are gone. What are you going.
to do for there people? They will
remain as bonded labour in the
country the rest of their life.
Does the Government has any plans
in regard to these people? When
they come back, you should at least
reimburse this Rs. 25,000 or Rs.
30,000 or whatever is the amount
so that they can start exactly from:
where they left.

Then, there is the important
question of oil supply. Only one
or two days ago, there was a great
concern expressed over this problem.
There is a rumour that there might
be rationing and that the price of
oil might go up. Only yesterday,
the excise duty on cars was hiked
in order to curb the consumption
of oil. There is a fear that there
may not be enough supply even for
our defence purposes. Can I have
an assurance that during your visit
you have made arrangements for
getting enough supply of oil not
only for defence but for other pur-
poses as well? Already, kerosene
is sold at hundred per cent premium
in many parts of the country. Have
you made enough arrangements in
regard to the supply of petroleum
products ?

Now, thousands of people are
crossing into Jordan. 1 understand,
there is only one flight a day which
can carry 375 people. What is
your plan to bring those thousands
of people who are there with no
money, no food, no shelter? May be,
you say that food and shelter is
available. In spite of that they
are worried, their family members
are worried. Would you like to
employ more aircraft, not only
from our own resources but by
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loaning, leasing or even transferring
or cancelling some of the flights,
taking even Air Force aircraft so
that we can have ten or twenty air-
craft per day from that area, if
possible technically?

Just now, Mr. Jacob said that
borders have been closed. If the
borders have been closed, have you
made any arrangements with Jor-
dan so that borders are not closed
at lest for Indians? Sir, the people
here are very much  concerned
about the whereabouts of their
relatives who are thousands of miles
away. Have you any system by
which they can know that their
relatives are all right? T know Mrs.
Pumen and her daughter visited just
two days before this thing happened.
There is no news about them. Her
husband. her family members are
$0 much worried. [ have personally
written to your officc. Many people
have written to many Government
departments. If you have any in-
have any information system, at
least that will make rhings easy.

Yadavji mentioned about Rs.
25000 compensation. This is really
shameful. You could incease it
to Rs. 1 lakh. (Time-Bell). This
1S a very serious matter. The im-
portant thing is, some of the people
have lot of gold, jewellery, cash.
All  these properties are left over
there. Have you made any arrange-
ments so that a certificate can be
given by the I[raq  Government
while these Indians leave so that at
least their property is safe and in
some form that can come here?
Or, when they come to India, would
you allow them to bring all the
property, whatever they can bring,
and the Customs will not harass
them

What special arrangements have
you made for those who are coming
from Kuwait with all their hard
earnings after so many years? My
friend has mentioned about Kuwait
relief Welll. Would you like to
open a cell which can provide reha-
bilitation facilities to the Indians
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who are coming from Kuwait?
Finally, it appears that the Iraq
Government occupation is recog-
nised de facio. If it is not, please
clarify that.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SHANKAR DAYAL SINGH):
Shri M.A. Baby. I called you
earlier also.

SHRI M.A. BABY (Kerala):
Thank you very much. I was busy
sorting out something with Gujralji
in relation to the persons who have
returned from Kuwait.

First of all, I would like to join
the spontaneous feeling of this House
in congratulating the hom. Externa
Affairs Minister and those who havle
been ablly assisting him and the
people who have been manning our
missions in these Gulf countries
in spite of very complex and difficult
situation. They have contributed
greatly for making our External
Affairs Minister’s mission a success.
Sir, I had an opportunity to meet tho-
se who had accompanied Gujralji
yesterday night. A day before I
remember a mention was made by
my hon. colleagu¢ Mr. John Fer-
nandes relating to the unhealthy
reportage appearing in some sec-
tion of the press, creating fear psy-
chosis and I also joined hands in
expressing my concern over that.
Even some parliamentarians  cri-
ticised the Doordarshan coverage
of a few people who had reached
Bombay, Trivandrum and all that.
They have appreciated the efforts
of the Indian Government and said,
though the situation is tense, there is
nothing o be panicky about. Some
hon. Members have said that these
are all tailored reports appearing
on Doordarshan. Now I would
like to clarify from my own personal
experience of sincerely talking to
some people who reached Delhi
yesterday that this fear psychosis
that has been created by a section
of the Press and those who have
fallen prey to such reportage and all
their propaganda have been proved
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wrong. In the statement of the
Minister, I would specially like to
draw the attention of the House
to point No. 8 on page 6. This is
a very balanced, healthy presenta-
tion of facts and a perspective plan
for future has been given.

A hue and cry is being raised that
if Government of India immediately
brings all the Indians from the Guif
countries, what would be the-impact
of the whole thing? How we should
react in a similar situation? 1 do
not want to repeat what is written
there. While we should give priority,
to bringing back children, women
those who are not physically healthy
and all that, those who are working
there should be consoled and some
confidence and courage should be
instilled in them. Those who are
willing to continue should be
allowed to continue and if some sec-
tions of the Indian population over
there feel like coming back with
their feelings, then, of course, what-
ever possible, practical arrangements
could be made by Government of
India should be made. This is
my first point.

Secondly, T would like to make
one observation regarding the
overall situation. Now  on the
pretext of reacting to the Iraqi
occupations of Kuwait, a very huge
and unp-ecedented military build-up
has been made by the USA. Since
in the Vietnam  episode, since
the US attack on Vietnam, such a
big US military build-up has never
taken place in our Asian  part.
So how is Government of India
viewing this particular experience,
especially from the point of view of
our non-aligned status and the
littoral states and countries in this
continent which take a non-aligned
position. If we allow this US mili-
tary build-up to continue, what
would be the ramification of this?
This is very important and I expect
a clarification from the hon, Mi-
nister.

[RAJYA SABHA ]

|
f
i
|
l

e o e —

by Minister 368

Then, Sir, there should be a long-
term comprehensive  inter-depart-
mental exercise by Government of
India to work out a plan. If the
situation is not going to get defused
in the Gulf area, there would be
a large scale repatriation taking
place and lakhs and lakhs of people
will come back to India. So far as
my State, Kerala, is concerned,
this will create an unprecendented
socio-economical fall-out. How can
we deal with the situation, for which
no stop-gap arrangement will help?
Let us hope that the wish expressed
in the statement itself that the
sitnation will get defused and even
those who have come back will go
back to the respective countries and
help-in the maintenance of our ba-
lance of payments position and all
that comes true. But still to be
on the safer side, Government of
India should initiate an inter-de-
partmental comprehensive  plan
because the Finance Ministry may
have to be brought into the picture.
Being one of the sentor Ministers in
the present Union Cabinet, I would
like to submit this point to him.
In relation to this, I would like to
bring to the notice of this august
House that the Kerala Govern-
ment has submitted a comprehensive
plan of Rs. 750 crores.

SHRI M. M. JACOB: That is
totally insufficient.

SHRI M. A. BABY: That is in-
sufficient, but this was submitted.
Now that has to be revised and that

has to be updated, considering the
present situation.

Another important point: Only,
perhaps, one area which is not
sufficiently clear or an area which
is slightly vague in this statement
is regarding sending of shipments
of food, medicines and other things.
There is the statement that our
honourable Minister had discus-
sions with the US people also, other
Heads of State and important people.
It is stated that the United States
may not have any opposition to
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sending food, medicines and other
supplies on humanitarian grounds.
But, still, an element of apprehen-
sion and ambiguity is seen there.
May be, apprehending that the Iragi
forces may take advantage of these,
there is a possible intervention by
US warships. But, in this parti-
cular aspect I want to say, India being
India we should send shipments of
food, medicines and other essential
stuffs and see what the United States
will do. If they are going to stop
it, then it means they have double
standards.

THE VICE-CHAIMAN (SHRI
, SHANKAR DAYAL SINGH):
Shri Bhuvnesh  Chaturvedi.

SHRI M.A. BABY: Sir, this
is a very important point.

SHRI LK. GUJRAL: I will
take noie of it,

SHRI M. A. BABY: Therefore.
this is what T would like to mention
regarding that.

My  honourable friend, the
earlier speaker, has mentioned that
we should continue our diplomatic
. initiative. With the kind of pres-
tige and respect that our country is
enjoying in the international com-
munity, we should continue our
diplomatic initiative, and I am fully

confident that the  present Go-
vernment, e¢specially the Minister
in charge of External Affairs, is

capable of undertaking this exer-
cise. In spite of the most delicte
and complex international situation,
the Minister  has undertaken
an unbelievably successful mission,
and T wish h%m success in the coming
days and hope that this diplomatic
initiative will continue in the coming
days. Thank you, Sir.

SHRI BHUVNESH CHATUR-
VEDI (Rajasthan): Mr. Vice-Chair-
man, Sir, while appreciating all
the efforts on humanitarian consi-
derations, 1 would like to invite
the attention of the Minister to his
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last line, that ‘Both the Arab
League and the WNon-Aligned Mo-
vement have an important role in
this regard.” I am sure,
Sir, that he has not gone to Krem-
line and White House for arranging
some aircraft for evacuation. It
must have been a diplomatic acti-
vity, and what diplomatic activities
or what diplomatic initiatives' India
has undertaken, though Ilate, we
shall be interested to know. He has
reported to the House about all
the humanitarian aspects of it. We
shall also be interested to know what
the reaction of Moscow and Wa-
shington was in this regard.

Secondly, Sir, Iraq is a friendly
couhtry to us, Kuwait also is a
friendly  country to us. Saudi,
Arabia and Iraq are under a treaty
of non-aggression, and our stakes °
are very high in this region. While
the self-imposed  policeman was
allowed to make his army enter our
territory, when from time immemo-
rial we have been protesting against
the presence of foreign armies
in the Gulf area and the Indian
Ocean, why has India been so silent
about it now? We are sorry to
make this observation.

Thirdly, Sir, Iraq has very
wisely suggested that Israel should
release its Arab territory and also
Syrian withdrawal from Lebanon.
We have been always demanding
this, we have always been suppor-
ting this. Now we have not ut-
tered a single word about this Iraqi
proposal. It has been appreciated
in all the Arab countries and we have
been so friendly with the Arab
countries not only in the last 40
years but during our freedom move-
ment also, So, we shall be in-
terested to know what the reaction
of the Government of India is about
this Iraqi proposal.

Lastly, Sir, we are only sorry
to say that India has failed to take
any diplomatic initiative in this
regard, and we have left it to self-
appointed policemen to play their
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role, an our role has been minimised.
We shall like to learn from the
hon. Minister what  dipplomatic
initiative they are liekly to take or
they have already taken.

Thank you.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SHANKAR DAYAL SINGH):
Mr. John F. Fernandss. Just two
minutes.

SHRI JOHN F. FERNANDES
(Goa): Yes, I will do that, Sir.

I compliment the hon. Minister
not only for making a very lengthy
and comprehensive statement, but
also congratulate for being the first
Foreign Minister to visit Baghdad.
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1 feel we command and deserve res-
pect in the international commu-
nity because of the role we played as
one of the leaders in the NAM.

Now, 1 would like to seeck clari-
fications from the Minister.

Day before yesterday through a
Special Mention T had mentioned
that it should be the effort of the
Government of India to keep the
option of the sea-route also open.
There 1 had suggested that we
should us: the good offices of the
International Red Cross and we
should also move the Indian Navy
to stand by, not for attack, but to
evacuate the Indians, because there
is every possibility of airports being
closed. We do not know what is
going to happen. Tomorrow being
the last day for the foreign Mis-
sions to be closcd any options may
follow and airports also may be
closed.

The hon. Minister has mentioned
in the Statement that there is an
unprecedented crowd that the Indian
Foreign Mission. May I know from
him whether the staff in the mis-
sion are being strengthened? There
are lots of reports in the press that
the expatriates going from Kuwait
and Gulf States ars being shabbily
treated by our Mission people.
So, T would like to know whether
our staff are being strengthened
there or not.

The Minister has also mentioned
that our Embassy in Kuwait will be
closrd from tomorrow. I would
ke to know whether any Consulate
will be retained there to help the
Indians there because I think Basra
will be too far off. A branch office
could be maintained or some other
effortsmade in this regard so that the
problems of the Indians are alle-
viated.

The Minister has mentioned that
507 Indians were detained. May I
know on what charges they were
detained and whether there were
any ladies among the detainess.
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Border with Iraq and Jordan is
closed and a lot of Indians are stran-
ded in Amman. What arrangement
has the Minister made to lift Indians
from the stranded places ?

I am happy that the Foreign
Affairs Office has started working
in the States to deal withthe prob-
lems like in Goa, but they do not
have any communication facilities
with the South Block. I would like
the Minister to start a hot-line with
those offices and see clarifications
are issued by some officer on the
spot.  When people come from
Kuwait, lots of stories they carry
with them and these stories create
panic among the people. Therefore,
1 would request the Minister to
see that some clarifications are issue
from the regional offices on the
spot.

I am happy that the Railway
Minister has also come to the rescue
of our unfortunate Indians. I would
request the Foreign Minister to use
his good offices to impress upon the
Civil Aviation Minister also to see
that free travel facilities are given
to ladies and children who are not
accompanied by males.

The Minister has mentioned that
he will be lifting food to the troubled
area. May I know from the Minister
whether there is shortage of medi-
cines also ? If so, will medicines be
provided to our people

SHRI T. A. MOHAMMED
SAQHY : I take this opportunity
to congratulate the Government of
India, specially our beloved
Prime Minister and the Minister
for External  Affairs for having
conducted the tour for bringing
peace of mind to the people of India
and for having gone to the Super
Powers viz. the Soviet Union and
the United States of America
thereby getting a feather on the
crown of the diplomacy of India.
Now, we have at least go a little
relief in our heavy heart regarding
the apprehension of the imminent
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danger of war in the Gulf area.
We have also got some relief in our
mind about the supplies of oil,
because of what has been stated by
the External Affairs Minister in
his statement. He has made his
endeavour to mobilise oil supplies for
our counfry.

7.00 p.M.

In Kuwait there are thousands
of people from the State of Tamil
Nadu also. So an Information
Bureau must be set up in Madras
also. My hon. friend, Mr. Jacob said
that a plane should be flown from
Baghdad to Trivandrum. I suggest
this plane should be linked to Madras
also so that the people of Tamil
Nadu also can return.

SHRI M. M. JACOB : We have
no objection.

SHRI T. A. MOHAMMED
SAQHY: We will also be
benefited. I want to give a
suggestion. In  future those who

want to go abroad for jobs from
India should compulsorily get them-
selves insured so that they can be
rescued during this sort of situation.
The Minister said that a ship-load
of food, medicines and other things
will be sent to our people living
there. I feel that these should be
sent to them  immediately. We
should not while away the time. By
the time our ship goes there they
should not feel helpless. I would
suggest that a date should be fixed
immediately and a ship-load of

food, medicines and other things
should be rushed to them imme-
diately. With these words, I con-

clude. Thank you very much.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SHANKAR DAYAL SINGH) :
INow the Minister will give the reply.
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SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL : Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, first of all let me
express my humble feeling of grati-

tude over the sentiments expressd
by all my friends of this hon.
House. It overwhelms me but it

also makes me very conscious of the
responsibilities and also makes me
more conscious of the fact that we
are in the midst of a very deep crisis.
The deep crisis does not pertain
only to this country. It pertains to the
region or may I go beyond—the
dangers are now in a way coming
all over the world. It is very dis-
appointing in one way that parti-
cularly when the cold war had
ended only about two or three
months ago and particularly at a
time when we were hoping to see
that the future of human race in
a very different perspective this
situation has arisen. India’s stand
on this issue is well known. India’s
postulates or policy postulates have
not been framed today. They were
framed by the leading personalities
and leading fathers of our nation.
The Father of our nation Gandhiji
himself spelt out postulates and with
him a great man like Jawaharlal
Nehru gave it a shape. If we in-
herited that tradition, whatever
humble contributions a man like
me is making, it is in order to up-
hold that tradition. Therefore, if in
any way I have served the nation in
a humble way, the gratitude should
go to those great personalities who
have shown us the way and placed
the path. Therefore, when I say rhat
we will try to uphold the traditions
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left by them, I am in a way trying
to say that the traditions of India
are great. Let all of us, Indians feel
proud of it. Whatever our politics,
whatever our policies, whatever our
other  affiliations. one thing is
certain and that is in the hour of
crisis, we are one and 1 think that
is manifested in today’s debate for
which 1 feel not only grateful but
I feel proud that the Indians be-
longing to any way of thinking have
the capacity to rise above ourselves
and above other considerations.
Therefore, when 1 reply to these
questions raised by the hon. Mem-
bers. I am doing in that spirit. I
am very much touched by the men-
tion made by Shri Ram Naresh
Yadav and other friends that more
money should be given to those who
have unfortunately faced deaths in
that far-off country. I accept it. I
raise the donation to Rs. 1 lakh as
desired,

s T ATW B1EF C AEA GOATE
HrET AT T

SHRI [. K. GUJARL The
Jordan border closure news came
today. This caused us concern.
When I was in Jordan. I knew that
the border crossing was very difficult.
And also because it is in the midst
of desert, the general conditions
are very bad and this border
crossing has been so infrequent that
many people have not crossed over.
Therefore, both the manpower and
the facilities were very oblique. [
had mentioned these to King of
Jorden also during my talks with
him and he had promised to take
some steps in this direction. But
the latest news that we get, tells us
that perhaps some sort of a cholera
epidemic has overtaken that area.
It causes us deep anxiety and [
am doing whatever we possibly can
to see that situation is met in what-
ever way we possibly can meet it.
(Interruptions)

SHRI M. M.
yere any

JACOB : Is
international health care
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agency working in that area beaus®
of influx of people there ?

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL : You
See every country at the moment
is looking for its own citizens and
I think, every country has its own
problems. So international effort
may come later but T am quite keen
and wiling to do whatever we can
as a nation first. Therefore, it is our
responsibility to discharge it. The
embassy staff, as rightly pointed out,
needs to be supplemented. It is
being  supplemented.  Only last
night, T have asked the Chief Minis-
ter of Keral to give me some officers
from Kerala, whom we can post on
the border. By doing so, language-
will be facilitated. Also, supplemen;
ting from outside is welcome,
am not sticking to this thing tha
only Indian Foreign Service people
should do every job because all
voluntary efforts will be welcomed
and involved in this. Repatriation
is a huge problem. Let us understand
the dimensions of it and when I
said in my statement that we should
try to keep it down as much as
possible, I am looking at it from
both the points of view. I am looking
at it from the point of view of the
fact that a large number of people
to be brought here by itself causes
a great deal of logistic strain. How
many planes can go; how many
planes can be allowed to go because
kindly keep one thing in mind that
in Iraq the environment of war pre-
vails at the moment ? Their air
corridors are definitely thinking in
terms of the situation that they may
have to face. Therefore they are
not in a position to open all their
airfields and all their air corridors
for us to send our planes in any num-
ber as we like. They are cautious
about it. They are coming forward
mn a very limited way and step by
step. Uptil now, they were only
agreeing that we can send our planes
up to Amman. They were not letting
any air plane come to you. During
my visit. T succeeded in persuad-
ing them to let some flights start
from Baghdad and Basra and if
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it goes well, I was assured, the num-
ber of planes may be supplemented
further and the flights may start
from Kuwait itself. But I am keep-
ing my fingers crossed and I hope
circumstance and time will permit
this to happen. How many want
to come, I do not know really. This
sort of a census should neither be
taken nor asked for. I think perhaps
psychological  change will come.
When we are in a position to offer
seats, then the thinking changes.
Uptil now, there is a difficulty be-
cause people think, they are bottled
up and therefore everybody wants
to get out. But once they know that
they can come out, then the rethink-
ing begins. Then they satrt rethink-
ing of their jobs;then they start think-
ing of the wealth that they have
built there, the property they have
built there. All these are valuable
things in life and it is not easy to
part with such things—human be-
ings as we are. I also wunderstand,
therefore, the challenge of rehabili-
tation. It is not a question of a
party. It is not a question of a
Government. Let us understand the
rehabilitation of a large number
of people who have been used to
having very good jobs. It is a very
difficult problem. Therefore, for
me to reply to these queries straight-
way as to how we will do it, honestly
speaking, I do not know. How much
we can afford, honestly speaking,
1 do not know. How much our
finances can afford, I do not know.
How much nation’s finances can
afford, T do not know. I say it with
a great deal of humility because it
it not for me alone to reply to all
these things. It is for all of us to
get together to rethink about these
things and I think, the dimension
of rehabilitation will dependn upon
how much we all pool together—
the Government, the people, the
State Governments, everybody—
and I think, that is one challenge to
which the nation must rise and I
think when the nation rises to it
rather than only delivering speeches
of sympathy, if we try to mobilise

[RATYA SABHA]
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funds on public basis that will be a
welcome thing. Why not ? T think
we, in India, are in a position to do
something more on a private level
than even on Governmental level.
Leave certain aspects to the Govern-
ment. Repatriation, for instance,
is a very expensive propositon.
Kindly appreicate the fact how
much one sea of aeroplane costs
in bringing a person from a far off
land to India. You will also be
first,
getting it filled there. It is a two-way
trafic. I am not going to give you
the statistics because 1 do not know
mathematics well. But T know one
thing and that is that this is some-
thing. After all, whether it comes
from the Government’s pocket or
from the privaic pocket, ultimately
it comes from the nation’s pocket.
Therefore, the nation has to decide
by itself whether in Parliament or
outside how much effort you want
to make. T think one of the tradi-
tions of India, a great tradition, is
that in an hour of crisis, we all do
our best. So let us all do our best
and that, 1 think, would be the right
path to this thing. 1 do hope the
situation will improve; I do hope the
tension will be defused; I do hope
that we will not see a war coming.
And perhaps, then only our people
can think of pursuing the vocations
they have been used to. 1 have given
the details about the situation there.
And 1 think I spent two days and
one night there. 1 can say, with
certainty, that whatever I have stated,
I believe in it. Therefore, it will be
wrong for you, or for any Member
here, to think more of rumours and
not of what I am saying. If 1 have not
gone there and not made a statement,
you could have reasons to doubt.
But I think it is better you kindly
take my statement at its face value,
And that will help us a great deal.

Food shipments, defintely we
will try. But you know the interna-
tional situation. Many amongst
you have long experience in inter-
national life. Many amongst ycu
on both the sides of the House have
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run  Governments. Many of you
had been  Ministers themselves.

Many of you have held responsible
positions. So you know what all
these imply. It is not only enough
for me to say, ‘I will do this ; I will
do that’ and pose. T think we should
approach the problem in humility
because the problem is gigantic.
Therefore, 1 approach it with
humility. And in humility I say this
that India, living up to its traditions,
will do its best, contribute its best
to defuse the situation. I do not
want to adopt any high profile about
it. [ do not want to make lofty
statements. But I can only assure
the House on one aad that is, I and
the Government that I represent
will do our utmost to uphold the
traditions of India.That is,war should
not be there. And the nation and
the world should be saved for peace
and that effort, I will continue to
make. How shall we go about it ?
Whom shall we consult ? What sec-
tions of world shall we consult-,
1 think you will agree with me that
this is not the stage at which 1 should
discuss it, It should come gradually.
I can only assure you that. Please do
not ask me to tell you as to what I
told Mr. A or what T told Mr. B
or what Mr. C told me. Kindly leave
some part of it to the diplomatic
parlance because this is a changing
sityation and this changin gsituation,

we are still to identify. And the
process of idetification is there
as to which countries we can sit

together with. There are certain orga-
nisations which are there. The
Non-Aligned Movement is one, |
am in touch with the Non-Aligned
Chairman, Yugoslavia. Even before
the crisis developed, a meeting of
the Non-Aligned, some leading
members of the non-aligned coun-
tries, had been fixed to be held in
Yugoslavia on the 10th and 1ith
\September. I am going to partici-
pate in that. And since this situation
has arisen, 1 am certain, that this
will be uppermost in the minds of
many. Many countries are concern-
ed about it. For instance, I reached

bere last night. And this morning
there was a telephone call from
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my colleague, the Foreign Minister
of Philippines. He wants to come
here tomorrow to talk to me on this.
He is coming tomorrow. 1 will
discuss with him also. Similarly, we
have signals from many other
leading countries in the worldwanting
to know what can be done. Every
one is groping and I am also in
that state of groping, to help. Not
that we do not know what to achieve.
But how to achieve that is, some-
thing which every country and
every responsible Foreign Minister
today, would be thinking of. And
that is what 1 found when 1 went to
the various countries that [ have
mentioned. And I think it is in that
process that new comradeships, new
friendships and new alignments
will take place.

One thing is very clear that 1 am
not blaming this side or that side. I
can only say that in our statements we
have been very moderate, we have been
very restrained and I think that has
been appreciated the world over. It
has been appreciated that India did
not try to lose its wits or shirt on the
first move. India, true to its tradition,
once again has used restrained
languag - and has tried to understand
the situation and India has trised to
understand what to do and how
to achieve the desired goals. Well,
there are certain issues that have
been raised regarding the jobs, the
assets. It is possible that some of the
people who might come may succeed
in  bringing back some of their
jewellery or ornaments. We are
working out a scheme—I think in a
day or so we may finalise jt—
whereby the customs authorities
should Jet people bring in and it
can be kept in a locker under a
bond which they can take back when
they go back. 1 think some such
scheme can be worked out and will
be worked out. On the policy that
I have tried to spell out, Mr. Vice-
Chairman, both in the statement
and in these brief remarks, I hope
1 continue to enjoy the confidence
of the House....

SHRI KAPIL VERMA : What
1s the role of Pakistan in the recent
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Gulf crisis ? You visited the U.S.
What is the impact of it on the
bilateral relations and on the chances
of war ? Would you kindly throw
some light on it ?

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL : If you
kindly read my statement carefully
and also with the shrewd mind that
you have if you also read between
the lines, I think I have replied to
this and don’t please ask me to
explain or to eleborate any further at
this stage. And I think it is not good
for me to elaborate further because
my appreciation basically is there.
But again somectimes some rash
statements do more harm than good
and I am very conscious and cautious
in these situations. I know that
Pakistan sending army there—I
have said it in my statement Bangia-
desh army being there, are going
to create some situations for us.
I am conscious of that.

DR. G. VIJAYA MOHAN
REDDY (Andhra Pradesh) : There
is resentment in Pakistan also.

SHRI 1. K. GUIJRAL : Well,
I am sure that all peace-loving people,
whether they live in Pakistan or
they live in Bangla desh or they live
in India or they live anywhere in the
world, are feeling concerned and
have voiced their concern.

[RAJYA SABHA ]
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SHRI KAPIL VERMA : Haw.
you conveyed our oncern to the
Americans with whom you met? You
went to America, to Washington
also. I hope you have conveyed our
concern to them about their giving
more arms to Pakistan.

SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL : Vermaji,
the seasoned statesman that you
are, you would agree with me that
there is never a free ride and, there-
fore, anybody who wants to take ¢
ride sometimes demands a pric..
Let us not worry over that. Let vs
keep on observing. And I can
assure you that we will respond to
every situation.

SHRI M. M. JACOB : Sir,-
time is an important part of it. What
ever you are proposing today must
be done soon ; otherwise, the effect
will not be there.

SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL : Whatevc~
1 am supposed to do, I would n¢
say I would do soon, but I woul
say I would do at the appropria:
time.

Sgaw.sIE ot (wee zat: feg)
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The House then adjourner!
at nineteen minutes  pasi
seven of the clock till eleven
of the clock on Fiday, th.
24th August, 1990.
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