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and welfare Bill, 1986 1
The question was put and the motion was
adopted.
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THE CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT)' BILL,

1990
(To amend Article S1A)

SHRI JOHN F. FERNANDES (Goa): Sir, I beg to

move for leave to introduce a Bill further to

amend the Constitution of India.

The question was. put and the motion was
adopted.

SHRI JOHN F. FERNANDES: Sir, I introduce
the BiR..

THE AGRICULTURAL WORKERS'
(MINIMUM WAGES AND WELFARE)-
BILL, 1986. (Contd. )

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAIJI MASODKAR):
Shri Ramdas Agarwal—Not here.
Shrir Ram  Awadhesh  Singh“Not here.
Shrimati Bijoya Chakravarty—Not
here. Shri Ram Jethmalani—Not
here. !

[

Now we will take up'the Agricultural Workers
(Minimum Wages and Welfare) Bill, 1986 Mr.
Shanti Tyagi.
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"No employer shall engage any

agricultural worker unless he has
registered  himself with the

Authority." \
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"If an unregistered employer
engages any person for working
on his land he shall be punishable
with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to six months,
or with both."
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., "Every employer shall pay a
minimum of rupees six hundred
per month or rupees twenty per
day to a worker engaged by him
for work on his land, and this rat,
of wages shall be subject to
change in accordance with the rise
in prjce index."
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® 3 g A adfie feafq & vf
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
There is no point of order. I hope the
Minister will not enter into this debate.

SHRI N. E. BALARAM (Kerala): Sir,
what is the meaning of this? Are we
discussing the Agricultural Workers Bill,
or the Mandal Commission Report? If
they are worried about the Mandal
Commission Report, let them speak
when that comes up. This is very unfair.
We are discussing an entirely different
thing. If he has got anything to say about
Agricultural Workers Bill, let him speak
on it.

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO
JADHAV: The question, Mr. Balaram, is
that all these minorities which come
within the purview of the Mandal
Commission Report are mostly farm
labourers—a majority of them are, isn't
it? We want social justice for them. SU7

Fiforw Ffaw | 7z g s
A g FT @ 8, TF TR
U% UReflo, UF Hag wweq ¥ Tfom-
g ¥ fear & @ew FAwA 9T )

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
You address the Chair, not the Members.

SHRI N. E. BALARAM: 1t is a far-
fetched argument, gentlemen.

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
Don't refer to issues which evoke some
debate.

s fasswTm  AIEAQE WO
FqreA wewa, ¥ AT AE 8
Prat wix daaagz 1. M Fmar
gar arar § &% oy st gw &
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famar

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
Honourable Members will keep in mind

that it is a Private Member's Bill.

w1 fessEva AURE Wwg .
gty AT ardff F AT H Far §
zafag AR ofrg 2T & | wiwg E
F Aify @ & Q&0 F IJ997 &
famts &Y | zai IS g A &
fr dwad warw 7 ada @w § qF
Bt wES wrm § oqt FE adig
CIL -

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):

Please go to the Bill.

s 19E5ETE WiHEy  Wey
fergrara @ glagra ;5@ 9@ &
gfagra # mgra dar w7 qF N4OrT
af g gher qidt os qET
aafsqcs g€ & faediy 20 gt F1aww
¥ af¥ zg 3w F a0a ¥ aAn
W FT Ffwwr FY | Tr-wm ey o
¥ sER  PBA--TIE Fg A% ¥
TEAFIN FT AFTT E AT W FiE
garq g1 q1 Iq T 4T F@ AN
F gfavr o v fae famr ar )

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):

You have finished the Bill?
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“The Central Government shall
by due appropriation constitute a
Fund to be called to the Agricul-
tural Workers Welfare Fund for the
welfare of agricultural workers.”

¥ A1 vER 40 0T .FIET GHE AT
argar g | dar f fada ® fao
ATATT 57T gAT &, A% a7 gu & 547
gvdl 9T garY 3w ¥ sfean wiiaent
v g7 tafgg far 9 afed
ar a3z, gWIT FGT O F
gamr s it & gEre 3fw ez
argifis &7 qwge & vaw 9T 7%
& wmEarE @ s § s gl
T & wedd TG g )

Y A9 T4 FE(E FHA o W

"There shall be formulated a
Scheme by the appropriate Govern-
ment for providing pension-cwm-
Provident Fund facility to. the workers
on their, attaining the age of 5. 5
years. "

7@ & Q@A Aga g fa 4@ qwA
qF AA FIA g 7 IART WA B
AHT A FEN ¢ UTA [IEH(L G
i FE@ AT I ¢ OEEH AU
7t & W fefass T a@
FF A1 45 @ ¥ FZ A
g § owiz Wt fefss g4
gl a@ T 65-70 WA 7% =B
T N wiA & | @S H FW I
e gwaT U f&ka ww a3 g,
/A g4 UF FTF FH 0 § IARI
§ua foaar 95412 g feam =)
fearsiv | faam f1R@REH F 5O
gr a3 w7 ¢ & 7 fww ¥ fau
71 wfgs gq ofw 38 sw® £
gaF( WG g aga A8 &
Ia% AT TG g FA(A-12H

"No employee shall reject a worker
on the ground that he is not capable of
performing a particular job. "
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gaw fog avq § 1 a1 Tad a2 @
HTE A0 gATA  qg W F owiRar
WEAE | T AT F oA & 1T Al
g fa e aEEwe Wi TS Ghw
w1 1 =fgy | feaFt 1 T@swa
7fge, @q woiax w1 daa SEFUR
FfET | Tq% LASILIS LSl L
& fom debac g7 w0 faqfo Fwar
RE 1 o g HOT A Gofr I
sl wfgu | vaF am,

any agricultural worker or landless
worker must be allowed to keep. one

milch animal,

ST @g H T FE AT da AHIT
& SAFY 39 ¥ A& wig 7 dg ar
fReg uataa @ &1 swwfa QA
qifgr Wiz gast qgu @=t 91 G
it §, wifas § vasr ssrai+.fgu
9% 7.7 ¥ 0% gAMT 90 FRIE,

All  agricultural workers should

have one Life Insurance Scheme,

& fou qa sfiga a0 1 ="
T wifge | SaF 7 7 fEaEAT #T
ga uwali § @9d Al @er FEA(
qifgy | w19 Hew THET A I
I T E 30 ¥ qar wighy  qaf S
§ fa =gt sfz-anfs & g2 €9
W] AR AXEH S @I g
¥ | g & ﬁfm FLHT Tigal
g & wiaeazs asT #1 am fzar
S, SR FUALT BY oI fEar iy )
q S g7 gfiAr 9T § SAS AT
foar s - frael ST @4 7sed
u dud =gf 9ar faar sva ?ﬁ!’
gt qw A Awqy Aifs g - @9
qmu‘tt frara gwid 39 T G

miEd @Y ¥ | 4 Aga JUA A
¥ ouqr AT @E ) G & owg
sqgeqy FiT 1 wa eggedr § | o9
ghaat- % gad daf #Y % &9
%E%%iﬁwra ifs fadt 2w W
7 eaeqr geell 9 fadt @ WX
fedft 3w &Y wg syqEar g¥ WIQ
araa 92 fadx & | @few gart 2u
#Y 7q sgaear I 9T smarfa & |

- 9ga &, faew
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gaL Jw * 70 wigwa Iwr ¥ 9¢
fraz =@ & 1 29 | T §
fa gw s A siw, dify, Faifeses
witsegcn 1fadt o | gw w7d
§ fo omw oA ¥ AT Ay AR
& °, TEFT AW aZF Ly § |
ga Wit 3@ § & Fiw w1 Iaqw =
gt fagi sta | 97 a4 AR /1
wstzdl w1 g @ faers, wq 8
faqiat &1 ;am q2ifoowr 7 a8
gaiTr qw 9aAfs @3f FT 980 g
fwrﬂaﬁqﬂw LEARAR (- AR
FOEE O T EM Gr‘r 90T FET &
qar agw | I qYT qal # Ay
ST Wal 4 |7 Y E | (A NI
4 §, T o fa w08 war
FAF § | A 9T CF 7w Al
fs gmme gea § 7 JTHId I
36 AT T &Y 30, | FNT IW
F1 qeEfrar Frw g WA ¥
syar wgf g | Tafey gd wedear
# ga gxfaa sgq 2 fgm 1 @AR
qgs ¥ agx & aogw §  foast
7T T A1 3T ¥ g fram
W G5 WAGT A T TAT EWIO )
afsardt ara g § fogd feami &
FIX & @i TR, Wit gaw

- faam g o) fagsaim owe

aiTE wg WA Ad mTRsy
g1 g# faa=i #1 qasq s TlRgQ
w7 a7 fwalq #iX 93T auds A4
W &7 &F am IA(F AGf FT A
g | foam 91T @7 AT T 99
qry Faar Fifgy | TR IMW HFEAR
¥ wat Fgwd o faq AT
g3 AIGA, F@EAT §WEH B
T HAFT ST HE LA F SAHT
sfqesr faadr afee |

qq AT & F AW SHAT K

- e 92 gAY WG, W AW AT

FAeH | 9g 97 Fow A awR g,
Tty samr wawg fear & 1 ooy
A RET A W o
gagr gen g | A fawawrd wEq
1 qqr & fnguriiwgue ¥ Fgq
15 FET A, AR
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FIEHT W6 TG § | gAY WER Hal
off da; gar ufes wiw & @€
wus 7 wE a7 fo wve B ouwdT
grEdl UaT T ZiT faEwT T
ag’ fusam ) atg@ F1 S AN
% sifas: faamsr /s ®WT %_‘ |
wiae wg qeaTT ewie § fawed a0
T W § | RgUE We | 9
THANT &I ArAF FB HET @8 |
gfay sFges gn &1 WM< AT
ot 1 AYar qr fF To @ & CE&T
g @ HfAE we A g g
T UV AT A€ FT G g, 6T
W OE AT AT ahw & ATE 9ar
&7 @ g | FuT % Wy fEE Al
Wi @F §9Ed W @ver Wy o Gar
Frf9 | T8 Fw Ay 70 Sfowy ST
aqr g7 fadz =wfy & | Oay @y
w5y fewd wa & wd wwi q@
21 w7 g § S IfEfauedra §
FHET 57 wtax | w9 fag A wi
FHITY F WF FEE w0 =W
Fifag |

SHRI PRAVAT KUMAR SAMAN-
TARAY (Orissa): While appreciating the
Bill moved by my esteemed colleague,
Mr. N. E. Balaram, I would like to point
out that he has given a thought to the

question of minimum wages and welfare
of the agricultural workers.

These  agricultural labourers are
working throughout the country and I
must say that the nation is proud of
them. These  people have  got
nothing out of our political gambling
and quarrelling here and there. They
don't belong to any political party,
they do  not belong to any religion
and they do not belong to any caste.
They are above everything. The only
thing is that they toil and work but get
nothing. After 42 years of inde-
pendence, a Bill has been moved by a
member, who really has given
thought to it to ensure that something is
done for them. My friend Shri
Jadhav said that Kjsans arE paying
from their pockets for these labourers.
That is not a fact. There are three
categories of agriculturists in
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his country—the marginal farmers,
nedium farmers and large farmers.
Unless the status of industry is given 0
the agricultural sector, these facili-ies
and privileges intended through ; his
Bill cannot be extended to these poor
workers.

"We have given these benefits and
privileges in the organised sector in the
small-scale industries, medium-scale
industries and large-scale industries. If
we think of the marginal farmers, the
argument given by Mr. Jadhav is justified
because the marginal farmer hires the
services of a fellow farmer in
this farming, work. But in the case of
medium and large-scale farmers, those
who actually engage the workers and ex-
ploit their labour without giving them the
minimum requirement for their
livelihood, so Mr. Yadavas argument does
not apply at all. They do not have
security—socially and economically. They
do not get medical facilities. You will be
surprised that this Bill is being objected to
only by those who engage labourers for
their field work and who never do work by
themmselves.

In Clause 5 of this Bill, it has been
rightly pointed out that the employers
must gvit themselves  registered. I must
say this registration should be done vf the
case of the medium and large-scale
farmers. As we are maintaining
Savings Banks  account, they should
have some such thing so that land records
are available to the sub-registrars to find
out who is  a medium-scale farmers and
who is a large-scale farmer. On this basis

the Government can impose
registration of this class of farmers in
order to register themselves as

employers under the category of industry
to extend the facility that is  intended in
this Bill.

I once again endorse my full support to
this Bill, but before I concede I would
say that I also hope that the Goveinment
of India will come forward, with a Bill to
give more benefits to the. agricultural
workers throughout the country.
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st §0 T awa (I Nam)
I wima, foa fawg gz
991 gt @ ¥ Awgd & auwsrdf
FA1T § g8 wedsy wgeaqu fagx
&1 Av fadaw g8 & f5 9Far qw
F) AR, FuAq B F AT U4B
mtg w7 ) 2 f wwgd ) anfag
feafy ga¥ @17 gadr awwiq gq
g A 1w wAdy 32 g fx @
g wE¥T FTAAE S w1 fAm &
at fs ags @ wgaga AT ww
srq qfg-arady afesz a ddfga &)
zafaq & 2z =igdl arfpsa 3
AT Y G0 awg @ arfy TeaTR
araney st &7 fam faare & fau
@ w7 A yEfe 79 SaE
dorgr & azefa adf & (wraww)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR): I
cannot ask them.

B[, WAYUT WEAT @I @ q7T7
gim At 2 B opf A ddfug faos
er g9 @) & M A givad
favraw 8, 1 Ta@deE fAuswE
g sfw a Adfax wwal &
(rama) gr @ &7 HMoalEym
213 2. mafso wan gl o+
azt T wfer ) 3R zEr fy
aTFETT Tga a9 g 1 F I
AT 1 qgror Far @1 g fmoafe
3 #dfay wiwal g AT vomEaE
a5t iaz A & Ay & dafas
aial & Afpa =w 76 2 57 &
FA4 O AW T Y W9 aF) Far
@ § (swwam)

ot fm T® qrER ;. Arpawr F
fefh w%@ T 9 ST § a@
Az [ e E ) ougAr & E

I, WA WEgAR @A ¢ T
azT T wfEdf grer gTa? wInTy
fmar wrar & | a2 w4 At Aging
afe A =T @AT §) Mm T
ZauT U #A H g q9 ax §)
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IRIM OB §EF F WO FEA
F galg  @mi glEm ELt
fear & | (wmaww) ofi oF =

Ay &1 wlAT S9TfRd |

TEE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
CHIMANBHAI MEHTA); Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Mr. Ram Vilas Paswan has
gone to the Lok Sabha for some work. He
vill be coming here very soon and in the
meantime...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
Do you want to respond to this? *m

SHRI CHIMANBHAI MEHTA: No.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
Then, why are you ¢ . (Interruptions) ...
If you want to respond, we will have to
go again. You need not respond

SHR1I SHABBIR AHMAD SALAR.
IA (Jammu and Kashmir): The question
iss Mr. Paswan has gone without
seeking the permission of the Chair.

That is the question,

SHRI ANANTRAY DEVSHANKER
DAVE (Gujarat): Mr. Vice-Chair
man, Sir, I am supporting the Agri
cultural Workers (Minimum "Wages
and Welfare) Bill moved by my hon.
friend, Mr. N. E. Balaram. At this
stage I will not move my amend
ments but speak only on few aspects
of the Bill. It is a good thing that
this Bill is brought forward by a
private Member for the welfare of
agricultural workers. It is also true
that at present there is no legal pro
tection for agricultural workers in
our country in regard to their work

ing conditions, wage structure, pen
sion and other facilities. Therefore,
I welcome this Bill. But there are

some  difficulties with regard to im
plementation and that is why I have
moved some amendments and I hope
they will be adopted by hon. Mem
ber, Shri Balaramyji. ,
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I want to draw your kind attention
to clause 2, subclause (c) wherein the
definition of the "employer" is given. I
think the definition would creat much
difficulty because it includes all the
farmers, whether he is a big farmer or a
small farmer. We know that there are
some small farmers like kisan in rural
areas. They are very poor and
uneducated and they do not know  the
ABC of the existing laws. They are all
farmers. They have no irrigated land.
Only in monsoon season, they work in
their fieldg and in other seasons they
work on unirrigated land. So far as  the
definition is concerned, it has to be

modified. If  they are covered
under this  definition, it would be
harmful to small farmers. So

my  suggestion is thatafter the
word "person" this  line "wh, holds 20
acre; or more irrigated land" may be
added. This would save the smaller
farmers. It has been mentioned in Jhis
Bill in clause 13 that there shall be an
"advisory board" but in this Bill, you
have not mentioned anywhere the
definition of the advisory board, working
of  the board, powers of the board. I
think when we are going to provide an
advisory board, it should not be le't with,
the Government. Hence my suggestion
is that there shall be  an advisory board
of 11 persons including the Chairman,
two  representatives  from the
employers, three from the workers, two
agricultural  experts, and four persons
may be nominated from the agricultural
department.

I also want to draw your kind attention
to clause 4 sub-clause (b) and (¢) where it
has been mentioned that the register
would be 'district-wise. It will creat
further difficulty for the uneducated
farmers because the district headquarters
is far away from the rural area. So th,
register should be panechayat-wise. It
would be helpful both to emmployer and
worker.

There are small farmers who are poor
Harijans, who are uneducated. In many
States, the Government has given land to
Harijans on priority and
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suppose, they have not registered their
names, then the employer and the worker
both will be sufferers. Hence there should
be second thought on this provision. So
far as clause 7 is concerned, how his
service will be counted, it also requires
deep thinking.

Clause 9 provides for welfare board. It is a

good think for the agricultural worker. In
every industry, there is welfare board for
their workers. i

The pension scheme is the most ideal
scheme for the agricultural worker as he
is the only person who is not safe in our
society. Though he works whole of his
life, yet he does not get anything from the
various employers. The worker fs the
most unsafe person in our society in his
old age. He should be guaranteed old age
pension. I wish the present Government
would think over it to do at least
something for them.

SHRI J. S. RAJU (Tamil Nadu): *Mr.
Vice-Chairman, Sir. I am very happy to
take part in the discussion on a Bill, the
subject of which has been talked about
for years.

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
Just a minute. The interpretation is being
arranged.

SHRI TINDIVANAM G. VENKAT-
RAMAN (Tamil Nadu): He has already
started interpreting.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR): Is
it? Has he started? Then please go ahead.

SHRI J. S. RAJU: *The Agricultural
workers (Minimum Wages and Welfare)
Bill, that has been brought for discussion
by Shri Balaram is a worthy Bill and I
congratulate him and also thank him for
the concern he has shown for the
agricultural

¢English Translation of the Original
speech delivered in Tamil.
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[Shri J. S. Raju] workers. Introduced in
the year 1986, the Bill has come up for
discussion only now, in 1990. I am happy
this Bill has, at last, seen the light of the
day. Right from the year 1960, say fo, at
least two three generations there has been
nation-wide demand for fixing up the
minimum wage of agricultural workers.
But I am sorry fo say that nothing
substantial came out so far. However, in
the year 1980, the then union government
announced in Parliament that it would
bring a legislation t, protect the rights of
agricultural workers. But the government,
as usual, did not fulfil its promise. Even
later there were demands from various
organisations and sections to which the
centre turned , deaf year.

Sir, on 8th and 9th March this year,
the Hon'ble Prime Minister and the
Hon'ble Labour and Welfare Minister
have said, while participating in a
Seminar, that a comprehensive legis
lation would be brought for protecting
the rights of agricultural workers.
I hope thei, promise will take shape
and prove to be a turning point, a
mile stone in this direction. Accord
ing to planning Commission report,
the agricultural workers are estimat
ed to be 7 crores and 70 lakhs; roughly
about 8 crores. These people are
below the poverty line. They are
unducated, living in unhygienic con
dition without enough food and proper
shelter. Almost all the them belong
to SC/ST and backward Communi
ties. For example, if an agricultural
worker needs Rs. 600 a month to live
with the minimum necessities of lif".
all that he gets per month is a
meagre 180 to 360 rupees. Even
this income is hot regular. They can't
earn all through the year. These workers
get work only for about 120 to 140 days
a year. If monsoon fails, they won't get
even this amount of work.

There are states where the wage Is
Very low-beyond imagination. I don't
want to refer the names of these
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stateg for some Hon'ble Member could
object to it. I am told, in a certain state,
they daily wage is between Rs. 2 to 5.
They. are poor, they don't have
education, hence they are unorganised.
They don't have an or ganisation to fight
for their rights and compel the
government to listen to their voice of
reason  though  they have an
overwhelming strength of 8 crores.
Ironically, it is these workers who
constitute the parent-body of national
development.

Sir, every year, we proudly announce
in State Legislatures and Parliament that
the agricultural production has gone up
than that of the previous year. But do we
ever recognise and reward the invisible
holy hands of the workers who toil in the
fields of feed the whole nation? We
extend privileges such as reservation in
educational institutions and employment
opportunities in Government service and
public sector undertakings for various
categories of people. This is a very
welcome thing and I am happy about it.
At the same time let us do some
introspection and ask ourselves as to
what we have done for the uncared for
agricultural workers? We have to admit
that they have been neglected all these
years. It is time we swung into action to
alleviate their hardship. If we see their
living conditions, our senses would be
crippled. They live in hovels, in
hutments-in indescribably squalid
conditfons. Crushed by exploitation and
overworking with the added agony of
under-nourishment, they wear an
emaciated look.

They have no resources, no capital to
bank on but for their unstinting physical
labour. Therefore, fixing up a minimum
wage for them could, be the least thing
we should do. There is a clause in this
Bill that seeks to provide Rs. 20 as the
minimum wage per day. Since this Bill
was introduced in 1986, the amount must
have been fixed in accordence with the
price index then. Now we are in 1990
and the prices of commodities
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are escalating day by day. So, keeping in
view the price-rise, the daily wage should
be Axed at Rs. 30 at least. Mention has  been
made about Insurance and Prodivent Fund
scheme for these workers. The”e are very
valuable suggestions and indeed quite
necessary for their welfar-a and I am sure the
government will take note of this. Sir, I feel it
won't be out of place to mention here a few
schemes launched in Tamil Nadu. Elderly
citizens are given Rs. 60 per month as old age
pension. If an agricultural worker dies of
snake-bits, his family gets Rs. 1000 as grant.
If the head of a poor family dies, the family
gets Rs. 1000  immediately. There are many
such  schemes in Tamil Nadu. The old age
pension is given in JCerala also. These scae-
mes have been launched after a ct-. re-ful
analysis of various factors. So, the centre and
also other State governments can launch these
scheme-? to help the weaker sections. There
are different rules in different, states with
regard to the minimum wage of the agricultural
workers. It differs from district to district in the
same State. Even in adjoining districts like
Tan-jore and South Arcot, there is difference.
But what plagues the mind Is that the workers
are not paid the minimum wages in most parts
o* the country. However in Tamil Nadu, In
case of such exploitation, the Revenue
Officials intervene and get the workers'
grievances redressed. This should be done all
over the Country. Mere enactment of law
won't do. Thero should be powerful
machineiy to implement it. As in the case of
other workers, a register should be
maintained fo, enlisting the agricultural
workers. There is a clause in this Bill regarding
the maintenaa. 'o of attendence register of
workers. But the question as to who will
maintain such register remains unanswered.
Thig can be decided by the go imminent
Because, with whom the workers should
register their navies isvery important. If it
is with the employers, say the landlords, the?
the bona fides will be questionable. There
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is also a clause to take action against the
landlords wh, violate the law, if passed. I
don't know how fat these are practicable.

As I have observed the pathetic plight of
these people from close quarters, I know the
degree of their sufferings. Even the fixing of
minimum wage is not going to help them much
because, they do not get work throughout the
year. They hav> to be given some sort of
compensation for the period when there is no
work. If the Employment Guarantee Scheme is
launched, I hope, these unfortunate people will
be benefited. I say this because the workers in
the urban areas get work almost all through the
year. The workers in the village, on the other
hand, get work only during planting and
harvest times. No work means no food to
them. This is, indeed, too cruel a situation in a
democracy. Not only this, these people do not
have money for conducting marriage, to have a
leak-proof roof over their heads and to celeb-
rate great festivals even in small scale. They
borrow money on such occasions and become
indebated to landlords why exploit them fcr the
rest of life. So, we hav, to look at their
problems from hunanitaria<i angles. These are
the people who have become prey to the greed
of landlords. In many parts of the country
horror i; unleashed on them. Their huts are set
on fire. Th*ir women are raped brutally. Their
children are forced to work for the landlord.
Therefore I say, it is incumbent on the
government to take nerasrary steps to protect
them. The Hon'ble Labour and Welfare
Minister Shri Ram Vilas Paswan is here. He is
a Committed Minister working tirelessly for
the upliftment of the weaker sections. I have
no doubt in my mind that he will strive hard to
br'ng in a legislation for the Welfare of the
workers engaged in farming.

Enactment of a comprehensive law by the
Centr, alone can sav, these workers.
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[Shri J. S. Raju]

I want to say a word about land ceiling.
Many States enacted land ceiling Act. But only
little land could be acquired for the landlords
made good their escape through legal
loopholes. Still the centre can enact a law with
more stringent clauses snd thus acquire more
land. About 2 crores of acres of such lands are
with the landlords. This can be taken from
them and given to the landless.

Before I conclude, I wish to say one thing. I
accept the point raised by some congress
friends. The condition of small and marginal
farmers is no better. They spend lot of money
on their little land for sowing, fertilizer and so
on. But it is a paralysing pity that they don't
get adequate price for their products. On the
contrary, in case of other industrial products,
the producers fix the price of their
commodities. But the pricing of agricultural
products is in the hands of middlemen and not
the farmers. Such is the structure of our
economy. This situation must change. We
must understand that the price of agricultural
products has a direct bearing on the wage of
the workers. To put it differently, a good price
for the produce would mean a good wage,
enhanced wage for the workers.

The very purpose of this Bill is to draw the
attention of the Government. If the Bill can
be accepted as it is, it is well and good. Or
else the Government can bring a modified,
more comprehensive Bill. The National Front
Government has been bringing many Bills
that have been appreciated by one and all. So,
I hope, keeping in mind the pathetic plight of
agricultural workers, the Government will
come to the House with a Bill on this subject
soon. I support the Bill.

o NATTWZHET &R ¢ I9AWl-
ere WRRd, S Tofe FMUW AT
w1 ug W fawt &, 78 3o g
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fam & | aaa & a8 99 AQ&E( &
wafigs faw §, fomd ar¥ & aga v
am =y § o o aerm § §9
fraw =1 g% & 1

ot @ & § wed wEawm F
foE ¥ warfas uw fraifa 27
sfama wrveror A1 Sgom FT AT
ar & ag ®TAFY Faadl § f& qleas
¥ T T W@ FT FI1§  qEAB
gTare g a1 7 ¥ gfa gaex fead
=9 a@gqg =9 foer @ a1y &, faa%
o qgA AW AW AW AT § |
Feqm ¥ afe @ S AT A7 ATE@W
Iq ami & feg & s iy qoge &
Wiz faazr g fgs geedl &@
¥ drq war & | ST FAA 14, 18
ot 20 o wfafes g § A7
forg fa @ia ¥ 365 faal & &
Faa 120 fza, 140 ar 50 frady
wig fgg atar & #v g faw
3 oA 97 ¥ dBET qArw LG
§ | mre IAF geei F fag @@
F15 wTggor FY  Fedr FIA @
otz gardy ariE A o agy FEAT ¥
Wi wa gag @ sgeEfaar s &
qzrx gaal ar 5 s fafes
T ¥ g aifgy, afEa 9w ¥ 84
A F1 o1 migs ' § fred
gq %, fafexs =0 & wdize foar
arar wifge wifs &1 o ga =
THIT F FIAT T §, FACH-FIT
P & AW g § o 3w A &Y
¥ 9w &1 akdd ¥ T@r Aty av
g 9@ ofq ¥ gHAIe WY W@ g
gAY adg @ §uAF fau
T IO TFVRA AT wAMTA § |
w7 & aaré gar gavw st 5, o
7 g fam w1q oY =m fag a1 &
qqga TE®AT |
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QaTexer wEledw, #wHY 9 &9
9gH HER-HIEWm F T H, 67 TF
Tda q9gd F qwAl BT WU
¥ foe &, 99 a7 w4t %« 99 9
W< ag arq «1E 91, I=Arg qAr ST
Y agr f5 gav ag ¥7 ¥ fag ang
faar §, o wealg® ) § FFASy
¥ gag § WUAT WEEA ¥ W ¥
f5 F@ wIg Tagwed! g TS 4T, ..

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
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g FAT Sfag &, ags A A
Fg Wl 91 9dY ad #, f& uar
gt war f& fadt &7 Twgved @
wg b} f5 Usy-geardd § gawrany
fFar a1 | g | 7@ ag 39 SFI<
FT gTaraer &4t a1 ? f5d gewdr
F 1€ aggeq fzar, 7 Fasr A
gt ® =gt s wgdn, wfEa
q9F qIeaw ¥ H qIAAIT HEAT SY
¥ g, Fa-aagd s W ggEy
¥ fag ag Fgar wgwr f& s
s saFr vy fRar g1 @ st
#gr a1 f& S gl Uer-geE
g Sy #gq f5 a@i ff wea-wgm
&1 an, %% fogg §a Ffr-maegd

WX SF% F=ai &1 ad fog %
oTe 97 I g a7y T Al qH
a3T wived gt {5 awn Sas1 A=

BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
That point is over now. You come to the

subject.

o AT WEAT & AT
daRt & At ¥ @ am W@ E
fs wegAFT IaFT BraaT 9, Frer
qifafesa = & ad e @7

=t €W Tw ;@A : HEA-WIAWM
qr T AW @ A |

T o WATIT WEAT & ¥q I7
dy & fou wfeee @ #& =
gy wag @l ar 7 swr wege
F1 st gy ¥ faq oy Ad
glaaragdl F a==l F1 HERT TG4
# fqu agi g o wadl @ww qar
fg gaar ®1§ wifex @ orar §
1 gqH F1E Wawa @ STl g |
wiq gay &1 U §gw <fa,
fema <fay 1 wradE W@ oS &3
% TH ara &1 7 W WEEE W §
f6 #T gW WIH WA F s
F1 oraar fral &1 og=ar  =nfRy;
@y § foara g, g9ex &, @7 ¥ iy
s aty fremm g, faa% a=9 g
F qrEWTAl F HET 9FTFAT I3 F
9 qgFT WA WA §, IAWT T
aregw &1 aw fasar «ifgg
it @3V § wewmdm ¥ qy H

I ASF-FETA AT LEA -
& & #gY & aqw W g ?

9qeaEr wEIE, W aGEaifay
a9y €, WY ¥ WIS &1 AZA
78! q@ & auma § 5 Fag@iT
¥ fogy sfawy dafar § 7 o
SgRIaT AFET § O TI-aEETL
T § W WX TS GTHIT A
A=t & gawr aw agl qgaa §
a1 g 9@ UF GEar qas @
AT | W@ s T %@ fognm
I8 ISg-geET & faq gw avg &Y
aTa Agl g @ § 7797 geEd H
@ g ¥ an 7@ frar o1 wig
@ qF a9 g gE wifs § ag
swifag ar §9% g+ fea & =9qe
¥, W1 q3f WEWHET St ¥ I 41
fr ogt gardl @ &, ST7 T
fa st @or &% w1 gady g
¥ W gHaN I qA(E FW | AR
@ IR Ft fadamam FiEr aiq
i g 7 #||rag &) Aq A g,
gy faardi § afkada mar a1 feely
gigg ¥ TEer faar sy faamd

% qfead wrar ar et wer wE
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| 3fe waTIT AWz AT |

¥ aweey frur, sui fawdt &
ofiada orar 7§ agY wwmatar A
ag #41 3 7 ow< AEEE W gw afw-
HIGT F AL F| WA GEATH A7
& Wim & A 1 A qg=iar gy
g, wm " § oA ad & qw
agNA wlga ¥, om WA § TEd
Al ® owiw GG Wgy § A7 gw
TS T H agar g3 fa F
SEHIVAT FN WA AT THE  wiiaw
wiveT fagifer =%

JogaraE (st WWRT v
AIAEET) : AU (AL Y, DATET
FAla A AT

Tlo WAL HEWE @ : WA,
T4 9 FfT-w9g7, vq dfagfrary
*F Fsa F1 o= faar ar wEer g,
vadl ifo waze ¥ 03 qFw § A4
*1 gfaaa § s g v wfawdr W
gfoema & &iwr &

IqERTAA (Bl AERT W
areEwe) - fwfamy mmza T SaET
T FEaT @ A g Wi S

WA WY, ST FeTIH S W1 faags
g B9 9 uuAl qiy afgo
To W HERT @1 : THH

¥l 91 vgt 04 a1 AdT wEEg
owuE wieaw W oug g g g
3% wOE fewm w7, ¥g oT0w
HIGT AT, AN A=Al A1 9H HAGLY
¥ OWIIHA ML HIHT P | HAMET,
T TF 1T AAHT FATTAA AT F,
a1 SEFr Gifgut d9ET wagT gr
A F 1 wta drfgur Y@ Anna
T AR, I F(FT F 4P FIW TG
s e #, faaw fadr qad w
UE FT SHF TGN WH AT AW
faar 1 1 wwc g v IWA wEd
Al § ar wlim afogsg F oasw
or fedr ot wmm W oFHT IO
R oAt gad fuw wg wan gary
mga fegr, Hesaodw &r RO
® snare g7 owreerw faar o g@r

|

!
|

(Minimum Wages) 264
d9 H ag mgaT wig @r 91 fw
WAL EWRT WE ¥ oW #yOwE,
ST TEW WISt agr, @ sady faer
TOT FT W IFEN ATl A F
THOWAET T F g1 TET
VIAHTH LT KT AGHT FgAT G0 |
AT THT 4@ wew wdw fawie
AT REET Ao AY T4H agd A%
AFAR EW aArgl g, YEIT AFES
faege qe7 «df Ziwr 1 fag faars
w1, H10 weEe w1 fag 9w & 20
wyr fusd & 4 15 suo fewd
g ar 24 o0 fus@ ¥, SHRIHYRT
A 7o | THE fwo afas wiugs
wiger fafeaeg = % waar =fye fe
AT TA ARTT F wAET g, fAawY
T Ty g, ag wiefes g |
Higd1a war off, w9 gag & UF
@iy FEAT wg W 91, ind agi
=g ®al, S Red-WAR F gEAT
2 wogdl & wdfag oy ) zefag &
AT A WIE . (WEER) L
9 HEw AHtwH &0 AT Tadl &l
gAY WA AGATE. L. (WAAWA) . .
fa W=t st & waw wdm Al w
g% vi s fae, ofa fgm a1 =90
AT GIE-F-GE THHT W 6 @l
g, wawr TH wiwww T AW fuy
T TFIT AT AT qHT, TH TFIT
g #1 ¥ e 79§ wawfaag
GO OZEERT @ BTEEFQ AT Gy
wggr fa=mfeg 3 200

wzvEs, W7 4rq fang =w A
wgd A @ oo 5 owmd §F oA
STME F AW TERr TR T guwT
¥ wg waw far & fa oy =warfadis
wagT §, S A%A W @d) T4 F
sfaa wfw = wfas i § s«
s AT IR J&l §, SERT v
fus wre Su® fu Wgmawa ug
dfe &1 efant a0 wf 11951-
52 § uger A d@rfmw awd wl
1954 HAEIT0EwE | 1957
fifT =3y, 1964 W =i, 1971 ¥ &AT
wiT 1974 7 w000 | &fFe ag gabag &Y
ai g (2 =taw waanT ¥ @ifeT sy
@ TLET FI AN FiEAT AE ar
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O TIAAE, FB {M@EIT I6%
T § W oo o &
W/ W qg s Sawr faer wg
whws aiwqa Wedin oy ¥ asax
va faary #1 sagw wifas =@
aad fear | &W® #7 &7 w@Ear
df 5 wa sfa wsgy &1 fears
FAQ, s A1 wifew ), T
¥ & wfw svar § Iaay 27 fawi,
3G WEAT F OWET I AN F WO
fewsa €\ sy F a1 e
gfawr oy & wor T W
wEX XN AT I AT ¥, q@ HIGHT
wAw &Y & 1 SN Iwmr Al
FI T F R SR Fryr, faerug
gz fam | =1 gard qrﬁ FoHaY
ELEECE R S ke S (2 ol B
afpg o=@ Tl w8 F@mr o
FEW ww Tg & oW wie wgar
g, W Alvw A0A F1 IHIT TP
& fadar | adiE FT SEE qTET
@i & atew & ware faar
. (=@agT) '

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
Doctor Sahib, you can speak on any
subject. But the subject is agricultural
workers' minimum wages.

To WaTle WEAT @17 © AETRA,
Fga e Wi wETer @ atg g
&7 g @ g | 95 a01F A9X
F1, St Flq A9gL  F, SHHT qfw @7
mfm gary & faw ... (coxaw)
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):

Are you opposing the Bill or supporting
the Bill.

IVR. ABRAR AHMED KHAN: I am
supporting the Bill.

FAF FEAT T AT F[4T AL
#ifaw @ 4 saw grag fad
afl ar 5 sy ww aeftEre aw
# ¢ e wila # wfes 33 B
# wfra @ A 7@ § @ 3wl
¥ adiz fram, Iqer gfeare,
Iq @ A azwﬂam T
rie fegeEl ¥ i@y g | ST
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qEEF H @ FW §, IAF uaT
ST g3 ST ) &1 § oqia% wiegn
i FgT AT @ ar T gEwr & oag
v Afrdifz @ & wrcgm
& @ § 9g g4 9@ § &
TG Z & araz AT T s
¥ gron, § g qEge arr =
arwr g, # wawy Fardr signr fw
|, F WWTET A7 W i
fo wdEi &1 wifis & g ) ow
T § ag ~—warg 9igmgT F faega
qra & Wa wETegyT ¥ 20 FEr
A9IF § 1 9 IWq &1 qET F
g @1 grag foar war sfes 18
a1g F TR A F OF griiAe 4
#§ ST AW & FAU =A@,
IAET G F UD Agw a3 wlaw
H 98l He-SrE 91, a1 SRR SHal
sHlH——1s v g T & oy
w0 Zrfr, fawwr sER Fw @
fear ar, @ 3 fast g5 s &
FEor o1 aE & fwsy A
I 9t 50 491, SEEr gfgar
faat st w2 Sl agi dea aw0
@[ & WT IgH Tm-NTE F s
u“ramw%mfﬁ AMHT 7 48
adta afew sfaw 3T & 1 W
qIFIT F 9§ adls = ffgq 373
fear | faame & w3z 9 9T U
T FT FoAT g, Alww a8 BT
a1 SHIETT HIS I§ A 97 qo
T 2 A ag T I qu-
AR A WET T EE § AT A
Ty &7 §F g, ag I% w4 fasm
YN

# zdr dFg W ATYET FTAT

gt fr sEarfaar st § a-l
Frgg T Hoe A 3% frar ar (=)

giawt  Fatar =g fa
mgeLAifwar St 7 agl wagYe At
w1 foon fFar ar | 78 FARILDE
(smmaw) TH wEAW ST, AW
ar &gy Avwa § BAr g o faar
) KR T | o ( T )
7T ST B WA T GHT FAGE
g7 ¥® @ i fFar @ F] |
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[=re siztz mgRz @™] _

[y Sqawrensr  WEiRd, H
7z %3 @ o & araa wgeifaar
oY 7 Wwre How § wAggT AW P
g safiqdt @rw fag  afas
qeig gear 30 faw foar wr & 2g
g § @ar ar | qg 49 ¥
sagriEgt 1 ANET ¥ A W],
gt Wi of@r @94 wagL T,
oY HIFYT ¥ WET FW qwErd BEC
a1, @1 1T 970 T 97 ) AfEa
R T W F WG G TEAT g
g fF g w9y ¥W 19 mAv
oA #IT MIE F) AL T GH )
IF TAL W TGS F F[NTA F
fag 9q AEIT F) O T B
TR & 9 | w4 TAG AT
ST F1 qT ¥ fau Iawy fasr
wqdl 9% &1 O3 UF FfA AL
N Fag § 1 AN FE HeAT L
#Y BIFT & A ¥ 3 fwa% 7@t
ag &M T@r 47 I @raE Iawy
famr aff Ser 93, Al 4)
#fy wagx & 9@ F  @ar 97,
srawgIfEdl F7 M & FIRT SERT
HIET & gur  foegr  wgal A9,
wifT ag wudl @t FF oAy s
HqGR FEX g wEl A@AT Wgar v
MA@y, ag awar ! § FgAr
)} wg § afea Y o TN
gt ar & fugy famg a9 wq10
fog & Tdqwa & gax dfead =<
93 #1gfa =, foed ag I €3
1T T JT 9 S TT T® AR
& qfug w17 gar & @ swar ga@
Qe & oAdEm, ¥ (SaAam)
qtgrw Y, #fa 3= ¥ aafug
;AT |

vatt At ofE qemEz N 9w
T & agl |

gl faar o Jaxy faqr =T 97,
BEE 9BYHET § qrar  agr;  faar
st fewr v 1 o g v gwge
F owrwr & FreafaE zew &
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Tq wiw w @Y FT I FC,
w0 e wgm ¥ fema dag )
St @l § %2 wE' &, SE%r I
TFIX TE aFar § | St FeAr g
& AnFt W g ¥ g, ¥ A
STARIE ¥ &, &1 qw A orEHI

G-

agler, & s a@ "1 AN
gAY AT Agar g | s gfedw
Aagy @ af giew & @ &, I§
qfa #r ar It @A & @&
frat & & & av sa qfv A
oy WM qETT & Heig R AT
F® ar 99 qfa ¥ ga arey € |
§ g 43w ¥ W q9A FT A9 E,
9 fawg 9T mnFr F@mAT AgE o
Fg #1 ghuT g aron w g fw
AT H W1 oA A, it &
sate o W1 SHA AT ¥ A0l
T FET STT | AT g w@i gar §
AT T Alst FT X QLT AT €0 &7
i & faadm aF | qETT § @R
A qarT "qAr o fawarg garg
fag & W1 wEw & #HEg | (@EgA)

PItOF. CHANDRESH P. THAKUR
(Bih&r): I am on a point of order. The Bill is
on agricultural wages. Do agricultural wages
include giving. land to landless people?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN(SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR): What
is the point of order?

PROP. CHANDRESH P. THAKUR: He it
talking irrelevantly.

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY (Pondi-
cherry): I am on a point of order. Professor
Sahib is not speaking from his seat. He
should go to his seat and then raise the point
of order.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR): Even
the hon. Minister was feeling a little tried
about it. Please come to the Bill.
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o HMAM WIXT @A @ I4I-
617 AF79, A7 37 2, NH A% A
@ a@ga feele & | Ffr wag
T AT Ay § A9z 4 gera
AT F9F FATAT & a1 TN g &
Fg W g S 9T SAIA AT Ehrd
gl "agz # sartery § 3w @
g afer awge &, qfw w1 wifaw
T 2, sa T AeEgraAl Ay Aagd
R w1, A Fawr sz
srg 7 & wax #fy Asgw # oqf
AT WIUF R T o9m § ar mn
A w1 fesn  oraw & arfs
g gfestn 73 7 & fr ofy wege
sfy 7oz & @, vawr afw @7
aifes aF 78 @ foar sre ar
Iax! arq wer &, ¥ wwa g 1 Afwa
are & ot w2 @ g fouw 3fw
o A1 aregd # BT wEr g IHw
3q qfa &1 qrfa¥$ aF@ar s
fax 27 arq @@ & AT &7 Faw
# % w3 wgr ar 7 gw 2fy wage
At aft aregs # feafs garear aey
& st aff geer Ay § saa
AU agAT 92T § A1 Jawr g
T a3 AT qf & fACER aray
ga difge ¥ weaw 7 g F@ &
a1 #1E qIT ¥ wita A YW &
FT 2ar g, wg «ff g
1dia fparg & sigr aEd § 97
frda fraral & s, 97 5fy gagd
¥ #aC afex § 1 AT araar Iy
qage @Y fedle T & @ @
Fw ¥ & dv g1 I wagT FwEQr
ng;ﬁ g qager # g7 ared § )

T g@ ag AT § g GREH
FIE F T o & gEw (Al
awd & |

400 p.M.

wEr & Waiq EEIL WIAEA
garaway, favaarg wam fag st § A
fadrar @@ & @v 4T g7 fRar
qr HIT AGIT FW ¥ AE 9T AR
qeY ¥ ag s f@ ag =AmE AT
© fpar, wErA ax w2 far, #F Ad
ag sdla 7 A, @ FEH AT
gifmzsr ¥ amawa F1  gfefewe

g*’ﬂﬁ
5

(Minimum Wages) 270

B 99 wHIT F1 ama & fwar |
... (3@3gm)

TH+ VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
Please do not refer to all those things.
You must come to the Bill,

Wt T fawme arEE™ :%&
Faf ot @ £ 7 € grar A I

sitwelt went afge (= W) ¢
g, framt ®1 sfeEare & @
qarw g ... (SwEEw)

5t R fammm oEmw 0 AR
M gad qifafers garar sww E
ar garr Hew Afew  afe gwre-
g wd fam 9w AwarE,
TR SrER |t 9% adt ow faw
¥ are # g g

T, WA WEAT @ _: AT
adl st A1 @ gEET 9% 3
gar 7| _

st uw fawrg wEE o RI9ET
e IR qF O TH A WY §
fa =1 =tw @t ddr  FAT =g
foa 9T ga «m €namd & faarc
FX | Fr$ a1 74" wHEr g | v
i # qifafesr gam & fag @
grer fer qmr & 0 qX faw oA &
Nfafera o &7 & 1

sivret @ear afge : WM AAT
arq -wfgr | s UsAfe ¥ gl
Zrer qifag |

gm : &
mnﬂ g2 fasie
IO TAGHEHT
T A KTAT qleA
T f& o=
art # Ag
T@E...

“
4

]
4,
ﬂg;'

4,

-3

a
]

2
A
# 4

T

4,
)
oy
a4
A
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|
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#Y wm ety wreEe . ag
gt Ffy Aozl F1 A &, fafmaw
IFq &1 & |

To  WAVT WEAT R © AT
53U ¥ wT # gErEv g,
F g3 w1 @wee ArH ferar
QAT &, ITFT qgQ F@rET § Qv
g 3y wage ¥ “wagy” R gerr
wEar sre 3w wqfn wr oarfes
FATATISAT | =T W19 /oG &Y
ﬁ FATC QAT FET & a1 SHar

¥ g qErT TE & a%ar &,
vaaT fafax @@= qu 4@ "@ar
g | ag w7 qfy wrarfes aT A€
HAT | aTqd & 39 FYET & AWNgT
AT IGFT AT IBET § ag SHIETT
4% 313 | A afy AR ar @7
agr g, “us) sfmm q@T § d e
fra 9T fAT FwAT Gar | 49 Sd
& f: JFTAA ST AT F{;’rwa're &
ar fr @ g9 weewu fawr €% @wA
# W & TEd 9% IAEr  ag
grom W@ g f& owa owege &
AIGY BT AQ1E ST, JHAT EARH
e WU, & AWM ¥ HagL’
me gl Jaar feEr qfa @
Arfqs  FAAT HIT | WAL SEAFT
af w1 arfas wEr: @ fafma
? T3z 10 AHEAC GHIS Bl EEHA

i

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
Now, please conclude.

Lo WAUT WEAX AW © HIAAIT
SUENTER HEIRA, W g T @ a1 fw
arwT ® 7 adw gawr @ o gogd
FHT 4 FG1 & S A (AT & AIJATHT
W Tgq ATH T FT ZFRIT § | gH AFT
# F AN T AL FT UF IR
TATARGTE | SO AW H 1977 ¥
1980 % F5 wgi ® Ty wogd 7,
afgs & ¥ faeg gy @i 7 uw
sifglaq AWTAT 91 A7 I AT H
BT IAHL Ty’ W foAr w@r qr
TR AWM 77 IIE AG 9 fAEiA wORT
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W™y qE g, 7 a1 ag «@wasr
100-50%9T FEeF< 5 Tsad
Fary 4, fwr &1 CEr FW o4 ar
freft #t @mgr 2@ X dfT S
5000 =fmt 1, 97 5000 wArfaw
®= ¥ fawg Wl w1 I 9T WU
war WX A aE g ¥ g WAl
qgar & fif SAF1 WIGT A gArer &
arff & &m 9 1§ awe ardiwr
WAL gAfay 98 g1 At A1 39
g ) 98 WM 4—I9 AHa F AT
st fawgarg wwm fag o f5 9w
A AR T 9% A9E gY 9 |
@A s7 afes = ¥ e gu
At w7 st f5oond ana
qriagal @1 gewa Farm ¥ fau
FM T w® G |

Atar sazar @t wiaEr (IET
maw) oA 9@ F F@ AT
qEE F1OA aIVE wT fsw o
USE A wrw A 7.,
(zmmew) = &1 T 0w € W@
wg Waq, gy o ey

g e amfes i wawmg |
T Hell (St N g 9T ) : AT
warefs off, A wge GH@T a1d
FT @ L. .. (swEam)

o HATT AW @ : § g @I
g froad g@ & A agar ww @
fr @z 1T ord o, FEtE 9rel
ff fred w8 T wrEs ge wEY
g e st wam fog | s g st
FY OTH AT FT QT FUT AT FAW!
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anr s F gawr 0@ & froed arer
g ar 9egid qen AT a7 ¥ qwiH
g faar | gafan & sgav § fo #rg
W ATRAT E1F FAAT =r@' |[rgar |
T g AT AT FAar g fawwr
ot arfas  offaafa & swagar
9gar g, AodY ag d2 HT ;e af
Frgowd  #1 FMA ¥ fau gan
a9zl §. . . (sw@Em)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI

|
|
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A WA T GHIT F OHAACT FAT
wig 7 gl | # wgA qgai g fa o
3fa wegw 37 TR ¥ AUE
03w &R tg%r g fz vasra=y
F1 Wil QT a‘r wIag IaEr w3
qifest dgmr ARg F w0 Fag
L “IEy WA aﬁ & g9 e
FTA &I AT 99 SMHT & FET HoAT
& F g did@ FA FFIN
¥ 3gw1 fagse Zar 93w fw

gardl mwer ifeat gt agt ww
F4fT, ®HE FIH AAFT ST | WAV
A Faadl 41 Agi I AT QY oqA

BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
I will give you two minutes, Please
conclude in two minutes,

Mo WAVT WA @W © FITS &I
ayer ar W& faqar & & ofw faae
# ey ®T Q@IE |

a o, § o v @ oar &
T8q AEH 79 § e gaar § |
9T IFF qATHA FOAT @A a4t T A/l
FY T5AF FAIT TT FI1A AT 98
gfaarz gorar & 1 3@ 939 ¥ & AFA
gegEY St ¥ &1 §% o7 IEW AR
fag &, siws fawg ascawar [
g 7wl Tl A E—

% fada g, wd ghrai =1 gda
fag fear am,

¥ afedi § 15 g@ 97 9@
fam faar s |

A gfaar AT & oaitg F Ow
g d @ g,

wgi a3 fewmar T waw fom
fagr g

§ @@ F© F9IT UH Ww
@ q,

WU 9 FEF a9 qA FA
&1 gigs fem fgyr ang

78 9q wda safag Fr g §,
Igay aagdy § 5 e afcfeafaal
¥ ag g st @, qvar §, gfa-
qTT ISTT & | WALZH IR AA-
i ®Y gud, 9ad faardd 51 awg

1

a1 IAF1 3 A0, fovdr ag geaiw
T KGN | AT a8 F@ ARG
gWl § AT 48T . . . (sw=a)

it TN QO o3

oA, w9l
FET AE HIET B. ..

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
Dr, Khan, the Minister iz raising a
point of order.

STM A S ATAAT e
faw gvg #1 ara 57 ¢ § =g ofwy
gt & | w1 qQ7 v wfge wgAr
713 wafer #1 gErar § ) At
faws Qv ata #ar § gwAa g
f& 9a%t aa wafar &1 gfa w@1 £)
AL g MEAT aeﬁmm ST aga
'“a’maa ¥ & 3wy watar wra
wd & | &t & fog adr are
g 7zt & 1 gT wrEdl &Y
TIAT WIT waRr v E. ..
(™) HAAE qRT AT GHAET
el WfRY, ag Gy E. . . (Sawaw)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
There is no point of order. I think
the hon, Member js not denigrating
poverty; he is pointing out to you
what the poignant situation is,

4

33@’-‘*’

DR. RATNAKAR PANDEY (Uttar
Pradesh): I i« a point of reaction,
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T RATWEAT QW : ITTATETE
WERRA, WAl St w1 gAwT AR 90
T gAT , T3 &XF g5, H wwmar
grgg mq F @A qATA § AT H
ag aww TT Fer4T a1 5 avx & g
wSZT AT WA 48 THAS LT | TF
Tig ¥ @A AT WEHT & T
Atz grfY, ST 7AW afx el 19w
#3 @ ST AT AT WA JIT gL
g% fF gw o1 de-dfe qgqw A €
& @ gaFr wia F foarg § @
sarfag giam a1 f& ww T9 F
TR T FeAAFAT F 94T B0 wfHT
g1 w5 ag facger wwfaw &)
Mg F wRT AU S GAT——~F 1T
fefgre & wad wEge H-——agr
qfg garT F1 w@Er § | @@gi &9
fuerr strege &7 @AE wiggR @gl
ey wi oy foerr g5 & 9w wiw H
afwal #Y ofeedt § AFT FF AT
ar | & A1 FgAT § gART A
st gar§ wigg fefegme & waw §
ag dvar Aify & faai a1 A agr
qv fg ware ¥ 3fw weedi A7 ag-
afedt ®1 @@t & I AT HFA
¥ ggr atw W AW IIA )
Wi 9T AgAfedl TN T ¥ @A
AT & 1 @AY AT [T FE@EAT
gard wia Q% § wg0 9HAT ag-
Ffeal o7 ArfvaR F qgl F9 S0
9%ar § | SAFT AALL F WAL TTH
PTAT Y241 § | WAL & AgF FLAT av
YHF WAt D1 WIAT AT ¥ gra
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I-ATSTH (st wTERT WA
AEEET) AT Y 9T TIHEE
wfar | :

Ao NATIT WEHT G4 : & T 708
IR E ) (=mwam)

st AMATY JAHT & : 97 77
A& F 4 qt qrq 7l qHa § |
0T TAHRT AT ard &S0 | HIw
AT ATT T AYET fAwr & 1 g
fawr @ 7T a1t 7Y &1 (ewwaT™)

Mo WAUTHEHT @™ T4 qafaar
F1 arfq § Qar agw 5 6 wdrr
Hgl gan, wiw 9T ¥ 44 gt
T & Ag Far gl gr Iq%) glad
aqr grg & 519 497 919 g%
FT 17 TG G E | 47 A FFT 719
¥ &1 Aq @7 gl g froqia &
Tz AE FT W FIwT £ | T8 A9-
fasft Y arer & 1 oy AT a0 F
i FAT Agy § wlaw o gewf
IqY A AHFT AG qTA | AT GOATS
g gy 1z #@ @1z q¥ 5 =@
fedt sfa wagz 1 agafedi
gveg ¥ fawaie =@ &1 @1
fom snfard wie g  agiFm
A § SHE G F fea w0
|AZIT &L § a4 AT @l 7 =TaqY
& ar S @ I gved § @A §,
ar g wtg # @y § 3 A7 §

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
Poverty is a concern of everybody.
Everybody shares your concern. Let tig
not discuss it.

gWr 9390 & | § garw wgar fw
AT WIgT T gag W Had

fear o f& g § SagY F ¢
fegra w1 faar s fear a1 | gaar
qfegiz Ffg w9ge 91 AW SEA
wet A A Toa ¥ daa Al faar
g7 gufxg <% f@ar a=r fTar | 9)
Wy et awen ¥ @ § fvoam
fargeamst & wixT Qar &I & @Y | '
TET # wowa & wdf @ 9 @/

g, ofo magd & wog § A
G W1 W § | 9 AgT A A
T3 g 1 (WEEm)

Mo FAUT WEAT AW | G0
fare & aw a7 | g | @i
Aty w@Y Y7 97 faar ar
wafoqy A7 awgfeafa wgdr of |

U AT TET |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN. (SHRI
BHASKAR. ANNAJI MASODKAR):
Now please conclude. You have
taken 30 minutes.
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Mo WA SFAT W : IF
:gfwfa F A 0 1 Afew q@

1 frran g€ 9 f=e gasw
8 a7 4 A I W@ g O
T ¥ A F q9gz w7
wAgd Fwat g famwr 18w,
20 ¥ AT 22 Y 7ALLY fiyseat
& quww AT & X ¥ ooy g
fewr agwr Aladlg =99 gdv st ¥ oF
FHgen fea1 a1 /< g @y 9r fa
200 U7 afe wAg que fraife
FT @ §--AE vgY us faq am
fomr &Y, & faq aw faar g ar
7® fex ow foar 1 &fvq v
g gx Fdw o7 {5 vawr NfaEe
®€ Aw( EY | (WIAW) HGA 7g
wgl ar fr =g 9R 0w few o
faar 1, za fax 1 foar g7 gwd
gaF fou &1 &1 =y '@ que
fraifer m< & & wfas arg  ou¥
Fdtaw a8 @ 18 o qug  sgwr
Wifgezs ®€ @t &1 | afxe wige
fergeata % #18 Ffw wagz dar gwr
fagsr a5l WifEs< v a7 arar
BN 1 IEAT SiAE T wvE |l
BT A0 | A AT § oA wd)
§ w1 wT WE wEEy A AHErd
Fa@damaman 2| & 7@
agAl =gt § M 4% gl &
® ¥ A€ wagd & qIT { qerdr
W WG WEIR4 q SHAT v o
fear ar ar gfw wegdl 7 w18 ar
gar wuay faar § fe gqer Nifade
st fraaat ot faad o3t =)
FW F & A 9T W@l sl
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A
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g f o o33 =Y foar wad fas
wfgwrx § ? ag arg gw @«
waetaife sy § 5 dgar qag
a1 fead wefar sfasre wra §
99%T d1e A ar a1 faud agi ag
TR BIGT § 98 Ble 34T £ 4T 5
e THA [ar @ § @y wifgw &
g1 F waifas 9w erqar § A<
AT AGAT WoAT & A1 erwIr § v
ar &t frare fear arar & ar fasr
T ®ar § | @ wER a1 feafy
A TET & we’T § | Ffa wwgd
F1 A fad  wEdaar sFd WL
SHR ¥ qT @ § | gEte 9w
™ HATU T TsAlgs caqadt a1
aqw w4, 9§ vAw wigwre faad
gfd § 9uq wg &1 q@w T T |
97 9T oY 9w1T FT owEw e
E?aa‘rl?a#m%?%'{w
F |

DBt  YELAMANCHILI SIVAIJI
(Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, while welcoming the Private
Member's Bill of Mr. N. E. Balaram, I
would like to state that as per the present
population census, the number of people
who are residing in rural areas and are
dependent on agriculture is 60 crores,
among whom those who actually work on
agriculture number 20 crores. And the net
domestic product in agriculture is
something like Rs. 1, 40, 000 crore. This
means, even if the entire amount is
distributed among all the people who live
in rural areas and depend on agriculture,
without giving any share to the land-
owners, it may not touch even ten rupees
per day per person. So, under these
circumstances, it is desirable that the
demand for paying Rs. 20 per day has to
be examined in its right perspective.
Unless farm prices are raised, it only
amounts to political gimmickry to
demand Rs. 20 or Rs. 30 as the minimum
wages.

Enforcing Minimum Wages Act is all
the more difficult because the agricultural
labourers are spread over lakhs of
villages and the 6upply of labour is much
more than the demand
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during the lean season. Even if the
Government succeeds in forcing the
employers to pay what their econo-
mic condition allows them to pay,
the outcome would be disastrous. For
example, in case of Kerala where the
laws on minimum wages for agricul-
tural workers were enforced in right
perspective, the feodgrains production
went down because the producers
'there switched over to ather com-
mercial crops, plantation crops. As we
know, the production of foodgrains
demands much more inpuis in the
form of agricultural labour than the
production of plantation crops, So the
producers and farmerg there, by
switching over to plantation crops.
reduced the employment potential for
the agricultural labour which, in
fact, went down. This is one of the
reasons for the negative growth of
foodgrains production in Kerala.
However, in certain States like Pun-
jab, where the production is high and
the farmer gets reasonable remunera-
tion, the demand for agricultural la-
bour is also very high. Under these
circumstances, more lasting and
beneficial means of raising the wage
level are to considered. Like intensi-
fying agriculture, establishing food
processing units in rura] areas, laun-
ching employment guarantee sche-
mes, like the right to work, and other
things. For intensification and diver-
sification of agriculture, processing of
farm produce should be taken up in
the wvillage itself. That amounts to
vertical intensification of agriculture.
And, by introducing a multiple crop-
ping system, horizontal intensification
may be taken up. This two-fold
method of vertical and horizontal in-
tensification of agriculture alone
holds the key to all the ills in the
rural areas like poverty, unemploy-
ment and low wages. Till the inten-
sification of agriculture, both vertical
and horizontal, reaches a level when
it would absorb the surplus rural
manpower, the only way left for the
agricultural labour is to incorporate
the right to work in the Statute Book.
That is how the Nationa] Front Gov-
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ernment came out with the proposal
to introduce the right to work in the
Statute Book.

Unfortunately, the Congress Gov-
ernment that ruled this country for
the last 40 years denied this because
it involves a greater transfer of re-
sources to the villages—for which
the Congress people were not prepar-
ed. So, the remedies recommended by
politicians and the urban elite for the
removal of rural poverly have one
commeon feature, that is, these are all
based on the assumption that the
problem of rural poverty can be solv-
ed by adjustments or redistribution of
incomes and wealth in the rura] society
itself. But, unfortunately, this ap-
proach is not correct. It only gives a
double advantage to those who enun-
ciate and advocate this. The first ad.
vantage is, by advocating the cause
of the poor and the landless, the
urban elite may claim that they are
progressive, The second aspect is, by
puiting forward this argument they
make sure that the interests of the
urban elite are not touched at all. Un-
less some urban property and urban
wealth is transferred and percolates
to the rural areas, there is no point
in dividing the rura]l population both
vertically and horizontally, into-seve-
ral pieces, like agricultural labour,
Kulaks,. landless labour, SC labour,
SC farmers, BC farmers and so on.

Sir, there is a sweet in northern
India, called barfi, But barfi cannot
be eaten whole at one time. So, what
the barfi maker does is that he cuts
it into several pieces, both horizon-
tally and vertically and then only the
whole thing ig consumed, That is how
the urbap elite hag made it o peint to
divide the rural society, both hori-
zontally and vertically—which ig not
desirable,

Sir, unless the production capaecity
in the agriculture sector is enhanced,
it is not possible to spend more. The
production capacity of the agricul-
ture sector depends upon the size' of
the baldings and the level of techno-
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logy that we use. Unfortunately, both of them
are very low in this country. So, first of all,
they should be enhanced.

And we ignore the fact that rural poverty is
mainly due to exploitation and deprivation of
agriculturists by the urban society and th,
urban elite. No amount of redistribution
within the village society is going to eradicate
rural poverty and help the rural poor Even
programmes of increasing agricultural
productivity will not succeed unless it is
ensured that the benefits of higher production
accrue to the producers. Unfortunately, under
the present set-up the benefits of higher
production reach neither the grower nor the
consumer but are swallowed by the
middleman. So, unless it is ensured that fair
and remunerative prices are given to the
farmer, it is not possible to percolate the
benefits of higher production to the lower
level. So, I would like to appeal to all of you
to consider this aspect and see that the wealth
that is there in the urban area is redistributed
to the rural poor also.

Thank you very much.

*SHRI PRAGADA KOTAIAH: (Andhra
Pradesh): I fully support the Agricultural
workers (Minimum Wages and Welfare) Bill,
introduced by the Hon. Member Shri Balaram
which intend; to facilitate agricultural workers
minimum wages and also some other
facilities.  Agricultural workers are an
unorganised sector. There are large farmers,
marginal farmers and small farmers. They
work on partnership basis. But the income
they earn is not upto the expectations. Their
standard of living did not improve. Whether
he is a large farmer, marginal farmer or a
small farmer all face the same problems. Agri-
cultural labourers are not organised and thus
face many problems. We have to think how
they can be or-

*English Translation of the orginal speech
delivered in Telugu.
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ganised and how they can earn their living.

Long back in 1947 we got our In-
dependence. It's now 1990. So many
governments have changed both in the Centre
and States. But what ever we have been saying
remain mere words. We wanted to reduce the
number of agricultural labourers. But, could
we do that? We should think why the number
of agricultural labourers did not reduce. Apart
from that, since agriculture is a reasonal job
we find people migrating from villages to
towns, t, pull rikshaws or do some other odd
jobs and they live in such an unhealthy and
miserable conditions. Even then the life of
agricultural labourer has not improved.
However sympathetic we talk about farmers
we have done very little for them. There is ,
vast difference between factory workers who
are organised and agricultural labourers who
are unorganised. Let me give an example to
show what I mean by unorganised sector.
Agricultural labourer has to work even in the
night in fields. As he is working a poisonous
snake may sting him. He has to die in the
field. There is no protection for him in this
country. But the factory workers have all the
facilities. Even by his own carelessness if the
factory worker losses his finger, medical
facilities are available for him. He can avail of
Medical leave till he is cured and he is also
paid during his leave period. There are m/any
other facilities which factory worker enjoys. I
do not have any hope that the agricultural
labourers will get the minimum wages even if
we make a constitutional provision. Why are
these Minimum Wages Acts provided?
According to the provision in this Act the
minimum wages arc fixed. How are you going
to implement them? What is the effective
machinery to strictly enforce the minimum
wages that have already been fixed under the
Minimum Wages Act? Practically we are not
covering the  landlords. We  are  not
covering
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the big agriculturists. We are not
Covering the agricultural labour. Here, in
a factory there is the employer.
Employers are (there. They are registered
under a particular law. They are
subjected to factory laws; they are
subjected to the Industrial Disputes Act
and, therefore, they are eligible to all the
benefits. But what is that the agricultural
labourer, the marginal labourer or the
marginal agriculturist or the small
agriculturist, who has been working in
the field and who is subjected to acci-
dents, is expected to get? Suppose a
snake bites him and he automatically
dies. What is the protection given to the
agricultural labourer? We are going to
support the agricultural labourer, but
what is the fundamental and basic reason
for our lagging behind in ensuring that
they also enjoy the benefits that the
workers in other sectors are enjoying.

Another- question is that the agri-
cultural worker has not been able to get
employment throughout the year. It is
said it is not possible. Where there is a
three cropping pattern, it may be possible
to get employment for nine to ten months
in a year. Even there for two to three
months they have to remain without
employment. Is not there any scheme
before this Government to ensure that
during these two to three months in a;
year when they are without work, they are
kept engaged in some employment? In
areas where there is no abundant water
facility, no abundant irrigation facility
and no three-cropping pattern, they get
employment only for four or five months
in a year and for the rest of the period
they are without employment. How are
we going to provide employment for the
rest of the period in a year? Have we
thought how we are going to provide
alternative employment to all these
people during these periods when they are
without employment? It is not only the
agricultural labourers, but several other
classes of artisans in the rural parts of the
country. Do you think that the
Minimum
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Wages Act in their cases is being en-
forced in the States? No, that is not being
enforced. According to the Minimum
Wages Act, their wages have to be
revised once in two years at least, but
there are State Governments whch have
not for two years, not for three years, not
for five years, but for years together have
not revised the minimum wages. When
we approached the Government of India,
the Government of India took no action.
Taking advantage of the unemployment
among ail these agricultural workers, the
handloom workers and others, the
Government formula was not followed
and no ways and means were explored to
ensure full employment to them.

During the drought, when people were
given employment in the affected areas,
even there the minimum wages already
fixed under the Act were not given to
them. They have gone to the court and
judicial judgments are there. Even during
times of drought and near famine
conditions, they were not paid the
minimum wages and the Government
was keeping silent.

For instance, the Government has
introduced the Janata cloth for the benefit
of the handloom weavers. This is what
they say. But, in fact, it is not for the
benefit of the handloom weavers, but for
the benefit of the consumers. The
Government has been taking advantage
of th, unemployment situation among the
handloom weavers and they are paying
pittance to them for the production of the
Janata cloth. When we handloom weavers
approached the Supreme Court of India
through telegrams, our telegrams were
accepted as writs and an adjudicator was
appointed. The Central and State
Governments preferred to contest the
petition, but they did not agree to pay the
minimum wages. I do not know how the
Bill, even if it is adopted here, is going to
be enforced by the Sate Governments,
because the Central Government is not
going to
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implement it. After all, it is the States
which have to implement the decisions.
Unless we identify the agriculuristg and
farmers, who are employing th,
agricultural workers, how it is possible
for any machinery to enforce the
minimum wages for the agricultural
workers? Agricultural workers are not
only landless poor people...

Why this country is facing problems?
Let me tell you one thing. In 1954 I've
been a legislator for a province. In a
village uncultivated government lands
were there. We distributed these lands to
landless labourers.

Landlords have occupied those lands.
The agricuttural workers have no land.
They were denied from occupying those
lands...

¢Then what happened there were Al-
most all the agricultural workers have
become helpless. They have started
running praja court. Then when the
matter was brought to the notice (of the
then Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh,
he had set right the whole matter, divided
the land and saw to it that all the land was
'given to the agricultural labourers.

*We have to organise non-farm jobs to
agricultural workers. Do you know that
all the grazing lands have been occupied
by the rich people. Where is the grazing
land in the villages? Even if you are going
to give a milch-ing cattle to the
agricultural labourer and if he wants to
have its for his own benefit and carry on
with the dairying during the off season,
there is not land for grazing the cattle.
Where to get the grass? Where to get the
land? Are we in a position to take back all
the grazing lands and give it to the poor
people to feed their cattle on those lands?
All those practical things have to be
looked into. Without that, it is not
possible to help the agricultural labourers.
There are several artisans in the rural
areas and among them there are cobblers.
May I know from whom our Government
is purchasing
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shoes?  Our Government is purchasing
shoes from Tata and Birlas and also big
people. But in rural areas  the cobblers
are prepared to manufacture shoes for the
police in the States. The Government
could have at least purchased the raw
material required f°° the manufacture of
shoes and made them available  to the
cobblers. By this they could have provided
employment to the cobblers during the off-
season. Ma, i know from the Minister
whether any single State Government is
doing this thing? No. We are
depending upon the rich people. We
always talk about the landlords and the
land reforms. But what about the big
people in upper strata of society. How
many big hotels are there? How many
industries are there? How much, capital
has been given to them? Today, more than
Bs- 500 crores have been invested in the
textile industry and we  find today
several hundreds of mills are closed.

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR):
Please conclude.

SHRI PRAGADA KOTAIAH: T am
only referring to the agricultural
labourers and the poor people in the rural
areas. Why are they poor? They are poor
beceause of the policies which we are
pursuing. Unless there is a rapid change
in the attitude of the Government, unless
there is a rapid evolution in all the
measures which ww take up, it will not
be possible for all the agricultural
workers to get Rs. 20 or 25 wages per
day. How it is possible? When the
agriculturists are not able to get a
remunerative price for their produce, how
it is possible for the agriculturists to pay
Rs. 20 or 25 to the agricultural labourers.
We have all sympathy for the agricultural
labourers. His standard of living must go
up. How it is possible when we are not in
a position to give a remunerative price to
the agriculturists for the produce which
he produces. There are capitalists. When
we produce cotton, it goes to the Cotton
Corporation of India and other big mills.
When
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we produce tobacco that goes to exporters.
When we produce cloth, that goes into the
hands of. the big people. Ultimately the
producer is getting less and the consumer is
being exploited- So all these things are mixed
up. We cannot separate one issue from the
other. How it is possible to separate one issue
from the other? We have to combine...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR): Please
conclude now.

SHRI PRAGADA KOTAIAH: After all T
have not gone out of the way. I am only
dealing with the agricultural labour and you
have given hours and hours to other friends.
Why do you ask me to conclude in ten
minutes? I don't understand. I have not gone
out of the way. I am confining myself to the
subject because I am also a handloom...
(Interruptions).

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR): How
much time you want?

SHRI PRAGADA KOTAIAH: I will be
completing it in four-five minutes. I do not
want much time. Then I said, the minimum
wages are being fixed under the Minimum
Wages Act. Why the State Governments have
not implemented it? Why the Centre has not
taken care to implement the Minimum Wages
Act? That is what I have questioned. See, we
have represented the matter through telegrams
to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of
India. That has been accepted as a writ and
that has been given to an eminent jurist and he
has filed a regular writ. That has come up for
hearing and that has been admitted. Why the
State  Government and the  Central
Government not come forward fo plead
against the writ petition? After all, what is it
the handloom weavers have asked for? They
have asked only the minimum wages and not
anything extra. What is the sub-
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sidy you give? After all, you imagine

th, social justice the consumer is getting. He is
getting a subsidy of 19" rupees per saree whereas
the hand- ***i loom weaver, producing Janata
saree, is getting only Rs. 17 rupees. He is required t,
get 20 rupees under the y Minimum Wages Act.
What is the social justice we are having? I con-
gratulate Mr. N. E. Balaram for having brought this
Bill but I am very doubt- » ful whether the present
Minister is capable of enforcing welfare measures
for the benefit of the poor people in this country.
That is my doubt because with the experience of not
one year but with the experience of forty years, I
have been telling this. Legislations are there but
there is none to enforce them. That is the actual
condition. Therefore what we lost is only this" *
thing. The Government either here or at the State
level the people in power; wherever they are, either
at the Centre or in the States, they must have a
political will. There is a comprehensive legislation
to cover the employers and the employees in all the
decentralised sectors to ensure pay ment of
minimum wages, linked up with DA from time to
time, based upon the cost of living. DA is meant
only for the pe'ople in service and ™" for the people
working in the field, not for unorganised workers.
All DA y~ increases from time to time it is to be
linked «B only with the pe'ople in service, the
bureaucracy but not to the poor people, actually
producing the goods required by the people in this
country. Therefore, what we should see is that our
minimum wages should be linked «B with the day-
to-day increase in DA and also when we are j
subjected to accidents we must be eligible for free
medical treament. Till such time we resume work,
during that period, the wages payable to me are to
be paid by the employers and then Ji there must be -
a welfare fund. It is not a big thing to create a
welfare fund. The Director General of Labour Wel-
fare has appointed a Committee some three years
back to look after the welfare of the powerloom
workers and also the handloom weavers. There
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the Cornmittee has suggested introduction of
welfare fund for the benefit of powerloom
workers and also the handloom weavers but
that has been put in colfj storage. The Labour
Minister may be more anxious for the welfare
of the toiling masses in this country. There are
more than 10 lakhs of powerloom workers.
Why there are not subjected to rules? Why are
they not subjected to the Industrial Disputes
Act? It is because they are run by financiers.
They are not run by the workers. They are run
by financiers. Therefore they are not subjected
to labour and industrial laws. Therefore, 1
would like to urge upon the Government to be
sincere and to see that a comprehensive
legislation is brought for the welfare of the
workers in the unorganised sectors in the rural
parts of the country on par with the organised
labourers, on par with the service-men
working in towns and cities for their own
benefit. Thank you, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR): Hon.
Members,, there is a request from Shri Ram
Awadhesh Singhji. When his Bill was called
it was not introduced. But now he is making a
request to introduce it. If the House agree, I
will permit him to introduce the Bill. Should I
permit him?

fiHR) VISHVIIT P. SINGH (Maha-
rashtra): What is the Bill about?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR): It is the
Companies (Amendment) BiU. It was called.
But he was not there to introduce it. I think it
is not a very good practice. It is not a correct
practice also to stop the debate and introduce
it. When a Member is called, he must be
present. He was not present then. But he is
making a special request to the House. I think
it is for the House to decide it. 483 R. S -10.
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS (SHRI JAGDEEF DHAN-KHAR):
The Vice-Chairman may accede to the request
of the hon. Member.

T, TERITT Qe THAT
a’a;r;a afg f& o & ddy wedT
i |

SHRI JAGDEEP DHANKHAR: He is
normally present in the House.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
BHASKAR ANNAJI MASODKAR): Please
introduce.

THE COMPANIES (AMENDMENT)
BILL, 1990.

st TR wagw fag  (faEre)
& yearg wal § fa--

~_&vdr sfafraw, 1956 1 #iw
AT #IT F fAgaw @ go-
warfas &3 & wawfy €7 ooy
The question was put and the
thiO-n wisg ﬂdopted.

o W wmaw f@g ;. ¥
(Agas 1 g sxa g0

THE AGRICULTURAL WORKERS
(MINIMUM WAGES AND WELFARE)
BILL,1986-CONTIK

SHRI SHABBIR AHMAD SALARIA; Mr.
Vice-Chairman, the Bill seeks to fulfil a need
which has been existent for the welfare of the
agricultural workers and there can be no two
opinions about the efficacy and the need of
the Bill. Therefore, I would welcome it and I
would also congratulate Mr. Balaram for
having brought this Bill. However, I will say
that in the definition of the term



