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have an appointment and so I have to
leave the Chair for our new - Vice-
Chairman.... The Vice-Chairman is
hiding behind. He is shy. Now we have a
new Vice Chairman and I have to request
the hon. Members, he has been a
Professor and been presiding over
turbulent students and youth. Now I put
the Elders into his hands. Please be kind
to him.

[The Vice-Chairman (Prof. Chandresh
P. Thakur) in the Chair]

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY (Tamil
Nadu): We extend a hearty welcome to
him.

SHRI DIPEN GHOSH (West Bengal):
You are a teacher. You can rule the
unruly students on that side.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): I will try,
whatever I can, on both sides.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): Just one
minute. We already have 4 list of names.

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD
MATHUR: This was in response to my
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Special Mention and so I should get the
first chance.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): It is not a
debate.

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MATHUR:
Certainly it is not a debate. It is in

respons¢ to my Special Mention
...(Interruptions). ..
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.

CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): Please
listen t0 me.
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SHRI KAPIL VERMA (Uttar
Pradesh): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I will
be brief as you have said that there is a
big list of speakers. The whole House is
united on this issue that this incident is
ghastly. I hope that the inquiry that the
Government is making would result in
the guiity really being brought to book
and the people responsible for this
incident being punished so that such
things do not happen again. I would also
add that no effort should be made to
communalize the issue as between the
Hindus and Muslims.

Sir, T would now like to seek my
clarifications. I want to know whether it
is not a fact that locally the people
belonging to both the communities—the
Hindus and the Muslims—came forward
and participated in the relief operations.
That is No. 1. No. 2: What were the
slogans raised, against which the
passengers objected? Np. 3: Was the
Railway Police present at the railway
station and, if they were present, what
were. they doing? And, how much time
had elapsed before the local police
arrived on the scene? I want to know the
time of the incident and the time when
the police came. It is very clear that
efforts are being made to sow communal
poison all over the country, to
communalise the country and certainly
certain outside elements or certain agent-
provocateurs or  certain  anti-social
elements or certain anti-secular forces are
responsible for such incidents. And they
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will try to create such incidents ail over
the country probably. So, T would like to
know from the Government what steps
the Government is taking to prevent such
incidents in future so that such things do
not take place.

Particularly I want to know what
precautions are beirg taken at the railway
stations. A large number of the railway
stations are in far-flung areas, in rural
areas. They are pretty unsafe. Only one
or two or four constables are travelling in
the trains. So, I want to know what steps
the Ministry 1s taking to protect the
passengers and to ensure that such
mcidents do not take place again.

Thank you.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P.THAKUR): Now hon.
Members, it is 1.30 p.m. This is a time
you have to make a choice be_twe_:en
physical hunger and political curosity.
(Interruptions)

SHRI VISHVIIT P. SINGH (Maha-
rashtra): 1 always make a choice for
physical hunger.

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY:. We

all  support Mr.  Vishvjit  Singh.
(Interruptions).

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): There

arc 11 names here on this statement
itself and if you compromise in favour

{RAJYA SABHA]
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of your political curiosity, then those
who have to seek clanfications and of
course the Minister, will have to forgo
their lunch or delay their lunch.

SHRI VISHVIIT P. SINGH: No, no.
We won’t do that. We want the House
to be adjourned now. (Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): The
House stands adjourned till 2.30 p.m.

The House then adjourned for lunch at
one of the
clock.

The House reassembled after lunch at
thirty-three minutes past two of the
clock,

[The Vice-Chairman (Prof. Chandresh
P. Thakur) in the Chair.]

STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Incident at Palej Railway Station in
Bharuch District of Gujarat—contd.
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