A 3 A . Statement

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I did
not hear any noise. You were very
kind to the Baby. .. (Interrupticns)..
We are discussing a very serious Bill
Mr_  Narayanasamy, there i one
more minute.

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: All
right, Madam. So far as welfare
fund and pension fund for aged per-
song are concerned, it is  a very good
idea because most of them do not
get support from their sons and
daughters, Regarding implementa-
tion of the provisions of the Bill, the
Central Government can share mos:
of the expenditure on account of giv-
iny gratuity and pension and the State
Governments can also contribuge to
some extent, Thig will remove sc-
cial discrimination which the agricul-
tural labourers are suffering for a
long time, I think, right from the
days of independence to til] thig day.

I alse submit that the penal provi-
sion that hag been provideq in this
Bill may be removed and the land-
fords should be given proper educa-
tion for cooperating with the Govern-
ment so that they can come forward
to give minimum wages fixeq by the
Government, I quite agree with
the hon, Member, Shri Balramji that
the conditions of agricultural labour-
ers have to be improved and the so-
cial stigma that is haunting ‘them.
The agricultural labourerg whgy are
living below the poverty line do net
raise their voice in the society, They
simply accept whatever wages they
are given. They do not know
what is happéning around the
world and even around them-
selves. That being the case, it
is the Government that should take

up the responsibility of streamlining

the system of agricultural labourers
and also the hourg of work, The
very important aspect is that, the
persons who work for more than 12-
13 hours, are paid lesser wages in
some of the States. 'The Minister
will agree with me that the agricul-
tural labourerg are being treateq as
slaves,
rers with landlords and they get only
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a thousand of Trupees for which they
“le compelled to work in the lands
as bounded labour, Most of the vo-
luntary organisations have pointed

out this thing. This js 5 SeTi
ver
matter, Y serious

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN. It ;
5 Uelock. Pt

ASHRI' V. NARAYANASAMY: I
will take 10 minutes more.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN. You
May sbeak next time. The Bin js
not going to lapse.

Now we have tg take
, up the state-
ment by the Home Minister

—

STATEMENT BY MINISTER
Incident of fire in Shastri Bhavan)
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN.: Now 2
have receiveq 18 names for seeking
clarifications.

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY (Pon-
dicherry): Most of them are not pre-
sent.  But Madam, this matter is
very important,

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN.: What
I am trying to say is that I have 18
clarifications.  So ask just questions
and do not make speeches because
we have the Special Mentions ang the
Members are again unhappy, Shri-
mati Jayanthi Natarajan. Not pre-
sent.
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SHRI KAPII, VERMA (Uttar Pra-
desh): Madam, there is a scare ot
bomb blasts in police statons, jhuggi-
jhompris and three buildings have
been burnt, Shastri Bhavan partially,
My first question is whether the Gov-
ernment suspects any sabotage behind
this because this appears to be very
well planned. This is the third build-
ing after. Vigyan Bhavan and Nirman
Bhavan, Even the police officers were
of the view that the fire started in the
previous evening or might and only
after it spread, they came to know
aboutl it. So, it is a case of sabotage
because the police also suspects sabot-
age. A case has been fileq under sec-
tion 436 of IPC which deals with arson,
negligence and sabotage. The police
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also suspects sabotage and there ig also
a wide-spread suspicion because there
have been bomb blasts in buses, police
stations and other places. So, the first
question that T want to ask is whether
the Government considers this as a
case of sabotage.

The seconq thing is that according
to certain auihoritative sources, two
Additional Secretaries of the Urban
Development Ministry inspected this
building much earlier anq the Chief
Fire Officer also accompanieq them
-and they gave certain directions. Since
you are limiting our time, 1 am not
reading out the details now. But 1
would just say that they gave certain
instructions for clearing of the stair-
cases, exist points removal of furni-
ture, ete, All these things were known
because open wires were there gnd the
danger of fire was there, But the
authorities concerneg did not act and
take adequate precautionary measures,
particularly ‘after the Vigyan Bhavan
incident. Wil] the Government find
out who is responsible for this and
take action against those officials res-
ponsible for this because this is really
a very serious gituation?

Thirdly, there are 156 such buildings
half of which are Government build-
ingg which are under the threat of fire.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You
made a Special Mention on that, 1
think.

SHRI KAPIL VERMA: Yes. DBut
today’s papers have said that the
Minister has gaid that they will give
time and if they do not comply with
the Government’s orders, the build-
ings wil] be sealed. Even Mr. Buta
Singh had saig that the buildings
would be sealed. But hig Secreaty, saig
that they could not seal the buildings
unless alternative accommodation was
given. Some of these buildingg are
very big. In this connection, I want
to know one thing from the Govern.
ment. He sayg that time will he given
to them to vacate. Already time h=<
been given, I da not know whether
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the Minister knows this. This has
Leen going on for the last ‘one year
and they have been asking for time.
1 woulg like to know what the Govern-
ment is going to do. When they give
time and after  the expiry of that
period what is the alternative accom-
modation that they are going to give
{or the shifting of the offices?

T astly, what steps is the Govern-
rient going to  take to prevent
rzcurrence of such incidents of fire?
Thank you, Madam.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now,
Tr Abrar Ahmed Khan. 1+ - ..

To WL YT JEHE 1A (USEHM: )
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SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Madam
Deputy Chairman, the statement by
the Minister is cryptic. It hag not
given the actual incident that took
place in Shastri  Bhavan. Madam.
most of the information that has been
reported in the Press and the state-
ment given by one of the Deputy Com-
missioners of Police is more informa-
tive than the statement given by the
hon. Minister. Madam, it is admitted
by the Government that most of the
Government departments gre not ade-
quately equippeq With fire safety
measures. Madam when there was
fire in Kanishka, the Fire Officer who
conducted the inquiry gave a clear
finding that most of the Government
buildings are unsafe and immediate
measures may be taken "~ the Gov-
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ernment. Even after seeing the fires
taking place in selective Government
departments, the Government has not
takep any positive steps. Madam, the
very palatial building, which was the
honour of this country, Vigyan Bhavan,
was gutteq by fire. Ang the Govern-
ment comes up with the theory that
an inquiry js on. They think that

when an inquiry is ordered, their job
is over.

Iaawnafa : soar gave wfF

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: I am
coming to it. Madam, is it a fact that
the telehone caller who telephoned to
the Police Department and who identi-
fied hig name as Joshi, refused to give
his telephohe number when he gave
the information? Secondly, Madam,
the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Neogi,
has stated that the fire was noticed
even on the previous day evening. But
the Minister’s statement ig silent about
it. Therefore, I woulg like to know
whether there was information that
the fire wag noticed even on the pre-
vious day. Moreover, Madam, we go
to Ministries t0 meet the Ministers for
our State problems. And there we find
on the corridors papers being burnt, It
is unsafe, That we have seen in most
of the Government departments.

Madam, after the National Fron
Ciovernment took over, fires are takin
place not only in Government depart
ments but alsp in jhuggis. Madan
what is the Intelligence Department
doing? What is their Special Branch
doing? Is it a terrorist activity? Or
is it a sabotage? (Time bell rings).

Madam, I am of a very important
aspect. T will not take more than half
a minute. Was there any sabotage?
A series of fires are taking place. They
should apply their mind and see whe-
ther there is any sabotage taking place,
This is happening only in selected
Government Departments. What is
the motive behing it? Are the fires
taking place and the files being burnt
because the persons involved want to
escape responsibility? These are the
things which the Government hasg to
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[Shri V. Narayana Sawmy]

see. The Minister said that ke Thas
ordereq that the wooden partitions
shoulg be removed. I am quite sur-
prised. Does he feel that  if that
wooden partitiong are removed, the
fires will be put off? I take strong
exception to the statement of the hon.
Minister. He ig not giving complete
information to the House. Therefore,
I want the Minister to give clarifica-
tiong on three points. Did the tele-

phone-caller give his telephone num-
ber? The Deputy Commissioner of

Police saig that the fire wag noticed
even the previous evening. Is it
correct? Is there any sabotage suspec-
ted? These are the three points on
which 1 would like to have informa-
tion. RS
RN

¥ g¥z Frz s (A=rvew):
ey Frawmafy nERar, § AR
atsmn & AT @ mESH
ST arzar § fo St SRl el
far & sSAY fow oY waw o w®Y
g Y =mt o# g o oAg O
for Ffieft & gre =W § Ar geY
waAt ¥ @ M § ser =9t &y
TE? AN A v ¥ ag WS aHy
g a@ ¥ 7% I AT AE AT AT
g V3 dmm feer afes w=7 Wy
Wl 9@ @, W A ST 9w
g awifer =7 s o Afew g
F¥ g3 & f» YR FT HIT TH
TR FE T R ) s T A2
gafay # Amd wreaw & g Hev ST
¥ gquar At § e afeell ®
arfgar #tn #T @ & ? IET AL
gIAT F | TR gE TR R
sifge f5 77 &7 dwe 2 sy
feaY wifsTr & O &1 @1r & s
T AT nET pmaArd g
sETEY AT E L gl A ¥ 8
I meAr @ fog & 3 fag gn a3
Aafvmt ¥ 3w oamy ¥ 197 ww
drrt 71 fgar. o &W@ oo W@ @
W E | TAN AW AT &

gav 4 wrear g g fe OR
foay aTaT waw § W T oay

Ife & wgfas & Sar fv =fm
Al ST § 9B § ) S qiw F
7y srAaT wrEal § R feaw wER
g foodr ® owat FAW § AR
frea @ng S HRE @91 47 Tay
T fradl T wTEERAT wEgH &
T ? ST I owrEe gy g @
fagw FHA WT JAW I W
FIT § AT S faqd 62 a% Fm
HWT TETE ? wifs AT SEIRY
2 e oz FElEl R oawER @
FI 72 ¥ qB BM HET TZ4T 1
warsT awrey 6 o i afe
AN 72 G2 WH FHAT At STHT
FIT TS EF0 1 T WA AT g
TG @@ & W, O 99AR gERd
FT ®T | g0 FT IEF FAT JIAT
=ifge | o AR g7 fear war ar
f& sarer & sarr fasm oxfeafad
¥ SR 48 U T HM faur snzar
Afer oy W 3@ fafa & f5
FHSITET F1 TEAT 0 N F HIW
e 72 W2 FW BT UT W !
zax fau w&@r Y wfdRw g

THY AT H Og ST =IRAT
g, ar fp &y gure mfagi ] qer
2 5 @r gan g ARWR &
veTg F WH ST gAT § 7 WK
gAT ® A AT IAFE W AT FA
oAAT 2 fF ST AW & q@
g wmay frme foi feeey & am
AN F & wgl o, UF NG F
qrean T G AT EF araT s
gast 372 gAY AR F9F F7 g9euy
2? |t gl fAae g A
gfefeafaai ox &7 zwar mm @A
Fg BT RIMEM aA FT FE FL |
ge0aTE |

ot g Tag et
(fazrz) : seawisfy  agiEar, =R
wEr ¥ @ SWEAr WA A mWT eanr
¥ uay arv wamw faar & 1 gEwy
gz gt 91 f@ fAatr waq s
AR WA W R @ wiifE
A9 fagi waT SET 99T Sq awal
g, A faaTT 997 IWT9AR @ T



225 Statement

7IAT AT T g7 aTAT AT &7 #R

§ STTEwAn EeEE 9y T A
¥ 3Aea A dEAdT & F
fam FATAT AAT AT KT THHY RERI R
EiH wa’ﬂt @d 70 WE afse &7
@ cad oA @ w4l @ 1 el
DT HIT A% aFdr § a feddr ngy
] wg @ fafesn 59 agdr g0

grréeh waqd ¥ 1Y ¥ Hy9d §
TEA ga &yEdl an@z f& fagre waq
q a1 gar’ wr A fadr Taqia
q 3 \sa'% 1% ] § wdi TR A
7g Taar agn f@ v wa¥ o
wE feme Fgiw feargg § o7 a1
qUE AT E E, ¥ 9 Wit fpar
™ og oar g, wifs foew feAy
M aw wTATd "L O san fEe
fcre w7 g aota aET 9 fFoaw
gzt # o fa wEA ITEAT
TF fgar wat g @7 fa%\ T8 B
grgreifed  oTd W § a7 plvedle
TFq 0 qwaﬁfna ZUT¥ Aoy § Agt
ECCIE 3 IgA ATE=) E’TEIF( T3
war 3 Pagw W o=@ faar AT
«'r‘arﬁfm 0 7y zIT dEy 9
EELCHE . 5T SIERLE RIS R
rrwaﬂﬁra 17 frar T 3 fafes
¥ opr AU F fau Al $T§ e
Fo@ A A fmar wr g, war
Ta 7T fA9E fear war ¥ oAr FE
Afer a7 &, sata fear W@ o}
oA N aa H o FA
A1ZAT § i% % w3 famd woaey
e WMT Hwaa wad | AT A
@AY AT wTR W e
wefefatevm 7 oy as8a 458 o
fan sa& A frgazgam & o #T
g7 fegdma  #7 wEETIR WY
gT gard faeAr § Sirgg visfaw
fafedr # -ifedn 3, a9 &7
% 3feT & fRu v sweqn &0 T8
g? famrg w3q, fqaow sma AR
el wAg | AT AT FT FIATH
AP A wasldt & Wy el F3ad
faeeit vafafymema sga Ffag %
M7 g8 v Aafras o A oS <@
g Far wregafs waw e watw wal

[4 MAY 1990]

by Minister 226

¥ fqamm &qrg & o & 46 g9mar
ST agal & saa fur 1§ &%
T gy ST vl §? ¥ amw
werw & Ag  SAAT wqigaT g fa
T WWMSAT #1 @A™y ¥ Z@d
gu auT SoNE gIem HIX Migw fafqiex
gleR ¥ IR & Fo @\l o @l
g Al 17 WY ¥§ IR H AT wrw
g 2 HrT 4l 3 T9Y IR el EqiAl
FT aamal faal g7 5w a9 arg
wafewr 8 nWWear Wfvan oz
3w g T R favarg sena fag
g :fg“r | UF@E W FY A
T gl § v AT A1 10, SAUg FHT
A garEl fwar & oo s faar g,
g Farad

gt #ataw 3O (fagr)
qgigal, AN TEARAN T2 Uy Had(
aﬁa&a«a%‘rﬁ‘#qaélﬂmﬂ'&'
Fg g f& o T ar A e
97 a3 ¥ fa w0 At afr W
aﬁ-zrtgr% 39 wadl § @i
w @ g W fe Ui i g
¥ avEer grfa Agt g S e
Tx dg J sfagta W@ g, <Asl
wrsdfar wgem o7 £ 1 faw o w1
% 3 fx faorr A Aga ox Aeady
g a1 gw Ter fwo f@EEd 51 W@
%, TGa UE waAr gw Agl gem ot
Tiy f @ At St Usy aaeqr @,
7z fang T3¢ TEAT E, @A R
e fFaedr g : SN L CIC T
O R @ % SHaT T a%
§5 Al AT 28T B Gwal g |
F9 A7 zafer fm wr § =i
ZAE AMC TEL 4SO g 1.
(smrgew) . mGEr AT um  oar

797 & 9% 2 agf ang ot7F

¥ a7 xgal 9gat g f5 g0 A
mF BT &1 a1 fqear ar fs f5
AaFIE 92 ¥ a8 A frar §
f5 fama w=q § ot oW A Gw«
forderd gn 9T § 1 %@ S% IeF
sfee w fw agi 7 T @ oAy
AT gOF KT OTFEIES FIT BEA-
7 ¥ amz gv ffEim @ F



227 Statement

[ aram Fad]
gaaal § & @™ wx 48T qT
TAdl F ANEFAT L 4T AT qF
g At g s fredi wv & At afew
81T AT F AT A A T awdr
21 AT FIHT F AR IY, TS
¥ wa¥ aT ansan fam v 3§
A IgFT TAE FT W E, T4
gasgr W g S W g oA
feg 9fs faq MT @ W gl S
TEr 3 1 anatll ¥ QAT F HEH
§ oigHr W [ A3 FIT SET §
MT AT AW F AW & W
il wd g ot @ 2 o@
gHEGT 73 ATRIT A B E
AT a3 F3 fx a3 [/W@ I A0
Ay g2 W5 ¥ QWA ¥ wHE ual
¥\ Ty owaw W @ awW & fav
JAqg ¥ WAR A T AST § 0
zofay 7 utad fagas &@T arEar
g f5 A0 S al watd wuE 53l
g 3, az faw femg waa, wred
wax st wfe waw A0 afa A 4w
g %, #% up @ Swafan af
& s g¥ vtz Ay AT @iz F AN
ST T & W7 ZaaT awla ot oWy
j =3 g8 Fmar § Ay aAEe
F faw viaafas awmtam A
sragsal 3 ) safey § Agu fp
ey AYFArG ug wdr, (R A
21 ff M| ama 1 a7 IE T
w3 &, wgmatfont s F T, oA
qug AW S@ ot @ gEl 4@n o
73 S ¥ 4 Ak Ow TERAT 91X
nTa% Fg 9T AMFT § WT A2 HOF
oyt FY aFn AN AT g A3
& qrAar £1 =mw oF Aw A4 W
W sqge x ofzfafy & Ak
Tzl atgafas S3a @ 8 1
gafag wegg madt & auela §
ATTEY 8T ATE 8 T BIFT AT
AT A IART AR FIST I
zay  mtrEr  sfaeer, o uafy
T AMgT /v MT §E A
g ‘

Za W F Alg § A9 9% A\
fw Qeyar £ o = afig A1 at

o

fa€ ATt @za, fama waq, sy

[RAJYA SABHA ]

by Minister 228

a9 AT Wil wa aw @ 4w
T8 T 1 A3 mEr wdE § Ay
Az 1 M3 T & amig? F g
FE T AFdr g oeAwT g1 ow@
HZAT | )
SHRI VISHVIJIIT P. SINGH (Maha-
rashtra): Madam Deputy Chairman. I
am very glag to see both Mr. Satya
Fal Malik ang Mr. Kamal Morarka
here, because they can spring to the
defence of the Minister whenever
requireq like they dig yesterday.

Madam, again, as I said yesterday,
this gtatement shows the concern ©f
the Government! We have been
demanding a statement not just on the
fires in the Bhavang but also on the
fires in the jhuggi-jhonpri colonies.
But the priority of this Government
Is such that they are not bothered
about the jhuggi-jhonpris at all. They
have ignored them. They do not want
ty make a statement.

SHRI KAMAL MORARKA (Rajas-
than): This is not correct. (Interrup-
tions).

SHRI VISHVJIT P. SINGH: This is
absolutely  correct. Dont 1 say,
Madam, that they will spring to the
defence of the Minister? I am sure,
the Minister ~Wwill reply to me Mr.
Morarka. Kindly do not interrupt. He
is a competent Minister, Are you not,
Mr. Minister? 1 am sure, you are.
(Interrupticns) .

Now, they have given this statement,
I would straightway come to my
cuestions, My first question to  the
Minister is, is he 'going to order the
removal of the partitions and the stor-
ing of files in the open shelveg inside
the roomg where there is a danger of
fire? The hon. Minister says in his
statement that almirahs ete. will be
removed as they are g fire hazard. 1
say that you are going to c¢lear the
condors, but what about the fire
hazard in the rooms? Are you g0ing
to do something about it or not.

My second question is, the fires _in
the Bhavans and in the jhuggi-jhompnis
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are connecteg through two connections
ang I will make those connections
¢lear, The jhuggi-jhompries are on
valuable land. The Bhavans contain
the record rooms of those lands, The
people who Wwant to benefit from the
clearance of that land, the unscrupu-
lous elements, set fire o the jhuggi-
jhompris and they set fire to the record
rocoms to remove all land records so
that theit criminal acts may be com-
plete. They are criminals under the
guise of land-developers. I would like
to know from the hon. Minister how
many records of the lands have been
destroyed in these fires, not just in
Shastri Bhavan\ﬁre, but in all these
fires? And number two, how much
land has hecn  made clear through
these fires? That is the first connec-
tion, as I said between setting fire to
the jhuggi-jhompris and setting fire to
the record rooms,

3

The second question—angq this is
what is most important, Mr, Minister
—I would like to ask the hon. Minister
ig this: Tg it true, and I have it on
very gooq aulhority that it is absolu-
tely true, that one Worker of a political
party was found trying fo set fire to
the jhuggis and he was captured and
handed over to the police, and he was
a worker of the BJP? This puts an
entidely different complexion on the
whole thing. Was he caught or was
he pot, was he handed over to the
police or not, was he a worker of the
BJP or not? And if so, is it not true
that the BJP is behind these fires?
Thank you, Madam.

SHRI G. G. SWELL (Meghalaya):
Madam, these fires in Delhi have been
occurring With agonising frequency.
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More than » dozen fires in just over
two weeks is incredible and unaccept-
able, Ang suddenly all these presti-
gious buildings seem to have become
tinder boxes,

In the Minister’s statement there are
two sentences which give rise to ideas
and suspicions. One sentence reads;

“About about7.06 .M. a call was
receiveq at the Control Room of
Delhi Fire Service that a fire had
broken out in Shastri Bhavan.”

Now ? aM. is a very early hour,
aspecially ‘for a ‘Government office.
From whom the call wag received?
Could he be the
misguided person or member of the
gang who had set fire and then infor-
med the Delhi Fire Service?

-caretaker or any

>

The other sentence is: “The fire s
reported to have starteq from the room
in the F’ Wing of the second floor of
Shastri Bhavan Complex where old
files, furnitures etc. were kept”. It is
quite easy to set fire to a room where
So many files and papers are stored,
It does not need to be a short ecircuit.
New I ;would like the Minister to
share with us whether as a result of
these fires—and there is no guarantee
that more fireg would not take place
tomorrow—there is 5 strong suspicion
that there is a pattern in these fires, it
is an act of sabotage and there is a
group of people’ who is behind these
fires. Is the Government looking
seriously into this matter? Ang there
are reports in the press that the Gov-
ernment seemsg to be in panic, that they
are looking for alternative accommo-

datiop for the Prime Ministey and the
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President anq for other means of pre-
serving the important documents of the
nation. Is there any truth ip this?
These are the few questions I would

like to put to the Minister.
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SHR1 SHABBIR AHMAD SALARIA
(Jammu ang Kashmir). Madam De-
puty Chairperson, the questiong that
arise from the statement are—No. 1.
The statement says that g high-level
committee has been appointed, but
Parliament is not informed about the
composition of that committee, If was
expected of the honourable Minister
that he would share that information
with the Members of Parliament so
that we coulqg make suggestions. In any
case, if that is not given I would
request the Minister {o give the names
of the persons who are on the high-
level committee and alsg say whether
any expert in the matter with regard
to fire ang  electrical fittings—an
electrical engineer—ig associated with
this committee or not. Secondly, the
auestion which I would like to agk is
that when the fire broke out in g num-
ber of jhuggis, some pedle were repor.
ted to have been arrested. What is
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the result of that investigation and
interrogation? What has come out of
that? Whether that information ig of
any value, has not been divulged.
Thirdly, ¥ woulg like to ask the
honourable Minister—ang that is want-
ing in hig statement—is it correct that
the persong who live in the jhuggis
ang whose areas were gutted in the
fire, have been evicted therefrom as a
result of the fire? Now they are home-
less, and they have not been rehabi-
litated. I want to know whether the
Government has anything in mind with
regarg to their rehabilitation whether
they would be rehabilitated on those
very landg or elsewhere. Since a
pattern is seen. I would suggest that
the rehabilitation of those people
shoulq take place on those very lands
So that others are frustrated in taking
these steps in future

One more question arises. The hon.
Minister has saig that there are fire
hazards in the buildings and that we
want to have efficient fire-extinguishing
arrangements. That is to say that
there was no such arrangement go far.
Would he also kindly look into the
question, if such an arrangement has
not existeq so far, who is at fault and
whether steps would be taken to see
that it does not happen again and that
proper fire-extingunishing arrange-
mentg are made?

The information with regard to the
FIR is incomplete. It gays that the
PIR has been registered. But Parlia-
ment is not being told the names of
the accused in the FIR and other parti-
culars of that FIR. So, the statement
is very much wanting. I would
request the hon. Minister that this
may kindly be given.

SHRI JAGESH DESAI: Madam
Deuty Chairman, after this fire there
wag another fire in  jhuggi-jhonpris
behind the Vijay Ghat, ang about 200
hutmentg; were burnt, and three
persong were injured I thought that
the Government would alsp give us
some idea about thig second fire which
took place after that first fire. I
thought that they woulg include this
at least in the statement. But this

'

[RAJYA SABHA ]

by Minister 236

Government, 1 think, does not eare for
the poor people’s well-being. In the
morning alsp I requested. At least
such incidents which took place after
the first fire should have been brought
ip the statement. But the Government
has completely ignoreq them.,

Madam Deputy Chairman, the call
to the Fire Brigade was given at seven
o’clock. Who wag the person who
gave that call to the Fire Brigade? If
the call was given at seven o’clock,
the fire might have taken place not
much earlier. So, I want to know
whether the Government has found out
at what time the fire took place. I
have reagd in the newspaperg that it
was about eight or nine ©o’clock in the
night. If that was so, there should
have peen some smell. If that was 80,
why was it not informeq in time so
that this fire coulg have been contro}-
leq earlier?

Secondly, when the call wag made
to the Fire Brigade, I want to krnow
whether any of the Secretary of the
Government departments or offices
‘which are located there, were infor-
med and Whether the Ministers of the
departments whose offices are located
there were informed or not. If they
were informed, T want to know whe-
ther they rushed to that place to give
guidance, ang to sep how things can
be saved.

Thirdly, we have been folq that old
fileg and olg furniture were stored in
that r .om, and from that room the fire
started. So, 1 would like to know for
what reasons the discardeq furniture
was kept in that place. Why was if
not disposed of?  If the old files were
not required, why were they kept in
such a costly place and why were they
not kept in guch a place where the
cost of the lang ang the cost of the
building is very low? I think that
the Government’s statement is only an
eye-wash because if the old files were
not required, they need not have been
kept there.

Madam, another  aspect whicl} 1
woulq like to know from our Minister
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ig that as regards the Vigyan Bhavan
fire a high.level committee hag been
appointed to enquire intop the cause of
the fire. Why a  high-level inquiry
committee has not been appointed to
go into the question of fire in Shastri
Bhavan where Government offices are
located? 1 feel the Government does
not want to give the correct picture,
This is not a case of short-circuit. Fire
Officers who had gone there are also
of the view that this is something else.
This may be a dJeliberate attempt by
someone. T woulg not like fo name,
but it may be a case of sabotage. 1t
it is a case of sabotage, then who are
the persons behind that? The Govern-
ment must find it out. At least the
Government must give some informa-
tion in regard to all this. It ghould let
us know whether it is a starting point.
To what extent the damage has been
done to the people and to what extent
the old records that were there have
been damageq and to which depart-
ment they related? What type of
records they were? They might have
been deliberately burnt. They might
have been very important records, I
would like the hon, Minister to throw
some light on the points which have
been raised,
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Statement by Minister—II scheme
of debt relief to farmers, artisans ghd
bankers.
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THE MINISTER OF FINANCE
PROF, MADHU DANDAVATE): It is
not a controversial statement, just
listen me.

M glasg fag  sgaafaan
mEATR) L AT AEIIR R
FIXET TWedw |

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE. I
gm appealing to you because I am
going for the World Bank meeting.
That is why this statemen today.

oY q*z@ﬁa fag wgmaifeat
Blq 958 d% &0 MeTaT: [ITTAT |
qF G137 w1+ amst  fafaey
P16 T &T07 | ., . (WEOR) ..
oig fyar Aifeg & adl ¢ asy )

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 1
think, sometimes the House should
ilso be cooperative about the diffi-
culty of the Minister . . . (Interrup-
tions) . , .

He is not taking you for a ride,





