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SHRI KAPIL VARMA (Uttar Pradesh):
This relates to the atrocities on journalists. |
associate myself with this. This is the fifth
attack on journalists in Delhi in last one week
and the journalists are not being given any
protection. We have been assured from time
to time on
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the floor of the House in reply to our
questions and on other forums also that
protection will be given to journalists but
even journalists belonging to important
papers are being beaten up. The Government
must come out with a statement on what it is
doing to give protection to journalists. The
photographers and correspondents were
manhandled  yesterday. It is  most
condemnable. | demand from the
Government an immediate statement and
immediate action against all those police
officers who were responsible for atrocities
against journalists. This Government cannot
exist if it tries to demolish the Fourth Estate.
| am sure the Minister will take notice of this
and make a statement.

SHRI KAMAL MORARKA
(Rajasthan): We do not want to be lectured
like this.
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Destruction of Green Forests in Kalahandi
district of Orissa

SHRI BASANT KUMAR DAS (Orissa):
My submission is regarding Kalahandi
District, but before that | want to associate
myself with the submission made by Mr.
Manmohan Mathur who hails from my State
regarding disruption of railway line from
Raipur to Waltair and | urge upon the
Government to expedite the process and
restore the railway line accordingly.

Sir, my submission is regarding Kalahandi
district. As you know, Sir, Kalahandi district
is drought-affected, poverty-stricken and the
starvation deaths are plenty there. This area is
primarily dominated by the traditional tribals.
They seek their livelihood out of the jungle.
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[Shri Basant Kumar Das] They eat
roots and leaves of the trees and seek their
food from these jungles only. They struggle
with rocks and fight the beasts, but they are
afraid of our so-called civilised human beings,
especially those who are clad in khakhi
uniform, may they be the police people, may
they be the excise people or forest people or
the village Patwari. Once they see them, they
are so much afraid of them that they climb hill
tops.

In such an atomosphere, the Government is
taking up tea cultivation in that area. In an
area of 4140 hectares, as per the scheme, 4140
hectares of rich green forests will be
destroyed in the Th.ua.muA-Rampu.t area of
Kalahandi district of Orissa. Big industrial
houses have been invited through Idicol to
take up tea cultivation. In this connection, |
want to apprise the House of the
consequences that the district will suffer.

Out of this 4140 hectares of land
earmarked for tea cultivation, Government
has already notified to convert 1000 hectares
of land as reserve forests under Notification
No. 4(1). The rest of the land is classified
as 'Dongerla’

----- which means hills with jungles. The
Forest Department has been asked to
enumerate the forest growth in this area. It
has been enumerated that the area is rich in
Sal forests. Upto 1.8.89, the Forest
Department had enumerated tree growth in
2502 hectares and it has been found that there
are 14,750 Sal trees besides many other
precious species. When the enumeration of
the entire area is completed, it will be found
that there are many more number of trees
with lots of bushes underneath.

Sir, a similar experiment of tea cultivation
was taken up in the Chhotangapur area and
that experiment has failed. Massive
destruction on forests has resulted in erosion
and environmental imbalance and climatic
conditions are so changed that the area has
now become a desert and droughtprone. Now,
Sir, Kalahandi is already stricken with
droughtand such other problems, and
if
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the tea cultivation scheme is pursued further
this will deforest 4,140 hectares of land will
destroy the ecology, peace and tranquillity of
the area and displace the tribals. That should
be stopped immediately and for that the
Government of India should restrain the State
Government to proceed further in this matter.
That is my submission. Sir. Thank you very
much.

Status of Technology Mission on Flood
Control in Ganga Basin

PROF. CHANDRESH P. THAKUR
(Bihar): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, through this
Special Mention | would like to draw the
attention, of the. Gavetomeat of India,
particularly ~the Department of Water
Resources, the Department of Agriculture and
the Department of Science and Technology,
to the problems of the Ganga Basin which
constitutes a major part of the heartland of
India.

Sir, a large track of India is covered in this
region, stretching from Uttar Pradesh, passing
through Bihar and right up to the major parts
of West Bengal until the Ganga reaches the
Bay of Bengal. The river Ganga, Mr. Vice-
Chairman, has brought great bounties of
nature to this popular region. Human
settlements have grown since ages and a very
rich civilization has developed on its sacred
shores. Agriculture, industry and trade have
flourished, but the potential of this region in
terms of development is infinite provided
appropriate steps are taken at the right time
with adequate support.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, the Ganga river is
not bountiful all the way. Its blessings are not
unmixed. Floods in the Ganga, particularly,
and in the other perennial rivers in that region
have brought incalculable misery to this
region in general, and to north Bihar and
north Bengal in particular. Lives and
properties have been destroyed year in and
year out. Relief measures and limited flood
control measures have often been taken but
still, there is no adequate provision as



