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international market go up, we increase the prices, and when they go down, we do
not reduce the prices. Now, Sir, you would have seen that during the last one
year, the prices have gone substantially high, but, even then, after October, I have
not increased the prices of any one of these items. I have tried to maintain price
stability. Of course, in that process, the deficit in our Oil Pool Account increased.
Now, I have to bring down that deficit; and by the time we dismantle the
adminstered price mechanism, i.e., after Ist April, 2002, naturally, whatever
happens in the international market will have its repercussions in the domestic
market also, but, there too, for these two items, namely, kerosene and LPG, we
will give some subsidy. For LPG, we will maintain the 15 per cent subsidy; and
for kerosene, the 33 per cent subsidy will be maintained. So, we will try to take
care' of the concerns of the socially and economically down-trodden people.

Extraction of oil in Gujarat

* 122. SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT: Will the Minister of
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to state:

(a) the details of wells of gas drilled in Gujarat during 1997-2001.

(b) the quantum of natural gas explored during the said period;

(c) the places where the exploration work is being undertaken;

(d) the time by which gas is likely to be extracted from there; and

(e) the quantum of crude oil and gas likely to be extracted from there?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS (SHRI RAM
NAIK): (a) to (e) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

Extraction of oil in Gujarat

(a) and (b) Oil & Natural Gas Corporation Ltd. (ONGC) has drilled 579
wells during 1997-2001 out of which 431 were successful. Gas was found in
association with oil in 404 wells and only Gas was found in 27 wells.
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As far as private companies/joint ventures arc concerned, a total of 17
wells were drilled during 1997-2001. Gas was found in association with oil
in 7 wells and only Gas found in 10 wells drilled in Hazira field, which is
located both onland and offshore.

Reserves of Natural Gas do not get directly established on completion of
the drilling of a well but require detailed geo-tcchnical assessments, which
may in some cases lead to reprocessing of seismic data, rcintcrprctation and
further drilling of wells, which is an ongoing process.

(c) 2D and 3D seismic surveys and exploratory drilling are bring carried
out by ONGC in eight districts, viz. of Mchasana Ahmcdabad, Gandhinagar,
Kheda, Anand, Vadodra, Bhari'ch and Surat. As far as private
companies/joint ventures arc concerned, exploration work is being
undertaken in three districts, viz. Vadodara, Bharuch and Khambat.

(d) and (c) The likely time of extraction of oil and gas and the extractablc
quantum depend on the results of the exploratory inputs and their evaluation
as also tcchno-cconomic considerations, for which no time frame can be
specified.

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT: Sir, in his reply, the hon. Minister has
explained that out of the 579 wells that were drilled, 431 were successful,
and only gas was found in 27 wells. However, so far as the private
companies arc concerned, they drilled 17 wells and all were successful. The
period given here is from 1997 to 200 L It means that by this time, the
number of wells that'were drilled must have been given gas or gas along with
oil. In that case, why is the commitment given by the Central Government to
the Gujarat Government for giving gas to the Power Projects is not being
fulfilled? They are not getting gas, as committed by the Central Government.
As a result of that, there is a breakdown in the power generation. On the
other hand, there is a hue and cry from the farmers because they say that they
arc not getting electricity as per the commitment of the Gujarat Goveinment.
Therefore, my question to the hon. Minister is this, in view of the fact that
this amount of gas has already been extracted from the Gujarat wells, why
are the power
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houses of Gujarat being starved of gas? Why arc you not giving gas as per
your commitment? As a result of that, the power companies, including the
Ahcmdabad Electricity Company, have resorted to power shutdown.
Therefore, I would like to know from the hon. Minister whether the Central
Government would fulfil the commitment which was given to Gujarat from
where the gas was found out, but which is being given to the States other
than Gujarat. Will the hon. Minister explain this first?

SHRI RAM NAIK: Sir, I would first try to clear the misunderstanding of
the hon. Member that out of the 579 wells that were drilled by the Oil &
Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC), only 431 were successful; but and out of
the 17 wells that were drilled by private companies, all were successful.

Joint venture fields which were given to joint-venture private companies
were the discovered fields. When the discovered field is there, you get
whatever oil or gas is there. On the other hand, what the ONGC had done
was an exploratory work. There we may or may not get gas or oil. That is
the qualitative difference between these two.

Now, about the reduction in the gas supplied to Gujarat. Sir, whatever gas
is available as of now, is being distributed equally. As the Gujarat fields
have been aging, their gas production is also getting reduced. Since gas
production is getting reduced, there have been cuts applied to privileged
customers of LPG piplcline. We arc facing the same situation in Delhi also.
When the new gas fields and gas wells are found out and they become
commercially viable, then only increased gas can be suplicd. Otherwise
whatever reductions, have been made, they have been made equally so that
no one should suffer.

Since the gas is from Gujarat, yes Gujarat has also its claim. But it isa
national gas. I come from Mumbai. Mumbai High is producing 60 per cent
of oil and gas, but the major portion of this goes to other States. So, I do not
look at it from that angle. Of course, what has been assured, will be given
when more gas is made available. Till then the cuts will have to be applied.
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SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT: Sir, the hon. Minister had committed
to the Gujarat Chief Minister that 2.5 mscmpd gas will be supplied to the 650
mw power project. The actual requirement for the project will be 3.5
mscmpd. I view of the situation that the hon. Minister has explained, he is
not giving the gas as per the commitment. I would like to know whether he
will be able to give the gas for the power project for which he has made a
commitment.

SHRI RAM NAIK: Sir, in the case of gas, commitments are always made
in advance of the actual availability of gas, as power projects and other
factories are built. As we are exploring the gas, in expectation of the gas
which is likely to come, commitments are made. Sometimes even the power
plants are also delayed. So, based on that, the system of supplying the gas
has been developed. There are two aspects to it. One is the committed and
the other is the fallback. Fall-back gas is also given. On the basis of how
much gas is available, we are distributing it. Of course, commitment is there,
but actual distribution is made on the basis of the availability of gas.

Y cfera WIS AT IR, SMSd] Ty ST & SR ATSTHT ATART
T ORI | 12 61 Fare 19 0R e fIotell I & veHars e B off
IR I¥d TIed I8 i form 11 o1 6 IoR™ &1 I8 I Iuae wR1g
S| AT S8 a18 Sif IRFRIRT §5 9 o1 & Histae damard &l i/
9 P IITY YR YTdR YISTde B, ST Aod Adex § I 7, ST 19 ] TS|
319 TS \ATAT & 918 FT Sff =1 91T B o 317 1 STe+ 9 T8l X7 81+ U
S 3TFHS &, 1990-1991 A B 1997-98 Th &, ITH TS 1T T & foh IRT o1
IATET 9¢ JET 81 ¥R UNT 1997 & 915 & 3fidhs el 2l 37 HI 8 Riaw=x &I
ORI & G H3l1 &b 1Y Sl 93 gy, S H 3117 7 g (0 B &b gam b
UECl ST, 2001 W YTaTard & fTY SMd 1 MR 31fdre 1 fAfera agfae Hiex
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R HAY St Bl H I e AT 31d YoRTd H 69 T8 314} IUTe &4 81 8T 7,
VAT 18T Bl I HOR Blesd &, S &I TRTT & BRI Fifh &b bies Bl 25
ATl B) 7ATGT 81l ¥, T8 99 & BRI HH 81 T 8l AfdhT &H Y- Bies
QIS T2 8 3R S IUTEHT 9 3R Sl BT BRICHE YR BT 8, 9 9 I8
BT
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st X AP GUURT Sft, sficvel A GHY 59 9HY T8l 8, olf #
T DI TGDHR TR IATH [ ST Al B &4 5 1 8, 98 badl JoRId | Bl 8,
T Tl 21 39 Ber f SEi-Siet 99 ursy drsd & SiRT I 9t § 98 )
YOS el BF B § 3R I8 BXF Bl A1 H oIl & b gA J&i 781 fiat 81 21
|9 ¥ BEl 8, faoel aral 7 f ®el 8 8k IR # R #oR w9y 8, a8 ¥t
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A H 39 MR I e <A1 Aifgw o, 98 \El M 21 et ' A
TH00YEI0T0 BT U T8 b1 off § T & T8 89 7 47 9V =adia iU 8 iR
ORI T TS & H -5 S8 UR JATel 3i1R 119 et X&1 21 o § 1
foret X&Y 81 TH00T0T0 P SIRT T8 HTH S-S <ot & g, Hfead R
JITST Y TS B BT MR SHH ISR TR 3T T&| BT ST 81 78 dfedh
ORI Pl Ugel | i1 oTH el 3 &, 98 SR 4t fyerar <l

PROF. (SHRIMATI) BHARATI RAY: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Minister,
in his replies to part (a) and (b) has said that the ONGC had drilled 579
wells. May I know from the Minister whether all these wells are in Gujarat?
Under the new policy, NELP, it has been reported that very few companies
have made a bid for drilling wells in India. The well-known overseas
companies have not come.

11



RAJYA SABHA [27 November, 2001]

According to some reports, only very few State-owned companies have
made a bid for 19 blocks due to bureaucratic obstructions as well as
stagnation in oil and gas production. That is why these companies were not
interested in taking up exploration work in India. It is very expensive to
depend only on imported petroleum products and spend our precious foreign
exchange. May I know from the Minister what facilities or better
opportunities arc being offered to the overseas companies and statc-owncd
companies to attract them for exploration work?

SHRI RAM NAIK: In the last two NELP rounds, we have given 47
blocks. Yes, it is true that some major companies, international companies,
did not bid. Now they have their own system of arrangement. We have got
47 bids. We have given them. Some of them are foreign companies. Some of
them are small. One Necko Company has made discovery at three places.
We have given those who have come. I am sure that even the small ones will
contribute because their interests and the interests of major companies are
different. Presently, in the international scene, major companies arc getting
disintegrated; they are coming together also. So, probably, due to that, they
would not have participated in the Indian bidding. That is what I can say.
But, if major companies have not given their bids, it docs not mean, we have
not given anything. We have got the bids and we have given them. And we
are trying to improve our situation.

So far as delays and bureaucratic issues are concerned, bureaucratic delays
have become matters of the past. There is no delay now.

On the last question about the LPG line, we saved about Rs. 87,000. There
was no cost overrun. We completed it one month in advance. We arc trying
to imrprove and bring out a system which is effcicnt.

it SFTART SaTIBR gq: FUIURT ST, A9 | U8l o § A1 H#2AY Si
I I -TgA IIAIE <1 § [ S8 11 a8l 3BT BT [haT,580 [T ToRT
H B € iR Ie¥ J 19 @R oyt firel €1 e1ft ey= g fh W™ &4
BT <17 3T
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2, H U] 3% feurcie 31 i & fora 8, S9H 9 91 9r8dl g1 394 &

fep:-

"There is no doubt that the gas availability from Tapti base has gone up to
around 5.2 M.M.F.C.N.D. against the original estimate of 4.2."

TE[ U8l Sl 4.2 9T, 379 HISTRM 93 81 81 3141 319 7 I8 $B ol
fep 27 Paii # & A9 el , Urgde urieai o fgfor fear e, Sad A4 7 7 4
b1, Qb1 § ST =18 § fob JoRTd & oy o= it sf¥eHe faar g, s
BRATATSS 3TaR B SIY, A1 I JATAD 319 SR b fqrar giotae & forg
3.25 THOTHOUHORT0G0EI0 31T 317 3 I BT &' |1 & fob AT T JoIRTel
I Sl Y] el RET 8, IS [T Ueb AT 978 115 o 3R Iqep! RUre a1
TS &, A1 3119 84 I8 91V o B9 | B4 I8 (ol 311y &g |

3} I ATEEH: U ST, I AT Y9 Y &1 H Usel IRe! b aR H
AT TN 1999 H e 578 oY FoTh! IHd 919 1 fawwr, 1999 &, 2 3,
2000 BT 3R fihx 9 3R, 2001 BT 3 THI H 272 FYY TSTIT 4TI

oY AR TGP T4 sAfAT AT IMUBT g=gare fear & fh o=
ORI DI &1 8 o U ORI DI A1 8, 89 T 781 HE I8 olfb 89 bad
2 f 7% Vesifred 4 i1y 3R 31 Wiel g < iRy

it M ATEH: 850 FHH I & B 3R TS VSBIfhoH HHIE HRA P
fore 81 ve sex g a0t o918 oft, 59 @ RUIE oot &) anftherreht
X U 3ME 2l That report will be discussed. AP IR | 94 I A UEA
A FATE-Af%eRT foram &, aradia &F 8 3R ag o RUIS o} o1is &, S STeal
A STeal HRIHR § Veelfhod & ATl B AfTad IR IR FHIE B DI BIFRTT
PO GART S fyura & forg 399 <9 &1 91 &, §9 HeT (5 59 w9 fourar a1
g A%l Wies ATl o9l H 8, 3GaRI d 41 I8 =4l 9 8 il a8l S
W%,WONGC, Reliance, Enron, ﬁﬁ%tﬁ?@%l?ﬁﬁﬁEnron has

decided to exit.The British Gas has decided to purchase.

SD! ST IATIF | TGl I BT 81 ST Fdl Y 81 S P 18 oG
Phegel 81 SITUIT 9 WIS g 3R 19 Wed™ e ol Hfgad dik u°
foramar &1 fe=m s
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# =5 e QU Feid, F3 Sff 7 garn € 6 JoRa 4 T &
U U Wig Y & AR T8 A 1 I el 3R bl W81 8, S IR | b
1 A IBA A1 DI 51 H HA HBlGd A S Agn b - rsai &
IBI I BT 2 3R (5 157 -1 T AR IR D! 22 ORI A Sl 319 frepetedt
2, 98 ITR F<w STl §1 91 A S I8 91 Al 6 faam wfcrerd i SwR
< ST & SR foe wfcreTd 19 317 J151 ! Sirel! 572

it XM S®: BTl T FaTd S U | Fdherar g ofe T it R
U 396! BRI T8 21 § A1 A6 B foRad ¥0 § 39! SIHdbrT
fTaT g
* 123. [The questioners (Shri Sukhdev Singh Libra and Sardar
Gurcharan Singh Tohra) were absent, for answer, vide page 24 infra]
* 124. [The questioner (Shri Satish Pradhan) was absent, for answer, vide
page 25 infra]

Major Irrigation Projects in Orissa

* 125. SHRI ANANTA SETHI: Will the Minister of WATER
RESOURCES be pleased to state:

(a) the name and the number of multipurpose, multi-State and major
irrigation projects under execution in Orissa;

(b) the scheduled date of their completion and progress thereof as on date;

(c) the irrigation and power potential of these projects;

(d) to what extent Orissa, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh would be benefited by these projects;

(e) the number of people affected, villages submerged by these projects;
and

(f) the compensation paid to the affected people?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF WATER
RESOURCES (SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRAVARTY): (a) to (f) A
Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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