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fe Questions 26

SHRI TINDIVANAM G.
VENKATRAMAN: Mr. Chairman
Sir, may I know from the Minister
whether they have identified the
three persons who have travelled
in Vayudoot which was pointed ou
by my friend from the other side?
If so, what action has been taken
1 this regard?

SHRI SUBODH KANT
SAHAY: As I said earlier, we will
collect the information and accor-
dingly we will inform the hon.
Member.

Printing Press of Postai Department
at Bhubaneswar

*304. SHRI BASUDEB MOHA-
PATRA: Will the Minister of COM-
MUNICATIONS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Postal Department have a printing
Press of their own at Bhubaneswar
for printing the various forms nee-
ded for the Postal Department;

(b) if so, what is the annual
turnover of the Press;

(c) the amount spent per annum
for the Press;

(d) whether the Postal De-
partment propose to print Enve-
lopes, Post Cards and Stamps in
the Press; and

(e) if so, by when it is likely to
be started?

THE MINISTER OF STATE
(INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF
THE MINISTRY OF COMMU-
NICATIONS (SHRI JANESHWAR
MISHRA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Forms and publications prin-
ted on 932.29 metric tons of paper
in the year 1989-90.

(¢) Rs. 42,97 lakhs as per pre-
liminary accounts for the year 1989-
90 excluding the cost of paper.

(d) No, Sir,
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() Does not arise.

SHRI BASUDEB MOHA-
PATRA: Sir, my question is very
specific. I want to know about
the postal printing press situated at
Bhubaneswar. Now, the hon.
Minister has stated that the press is
meant for printing forms and pub-
lications only. Sir, it is a fact
that heavy expenditure is being
incurred on the printing of postage
stamps, envelopes, money order
forms, etc., by the Indian Security
Press at Nasik and also transport
charges are heavy for sending them
to the various Postal Depots si-
tuated in various parts of the
country. Sir, the hon. Minister
has also stated that there is no
proposal for printing envelopes,
post-cards and stamps in the press
situated at Bhubaneswar. 1 would
like to know from the hon. Mi-
nister what are the reasons of cen-
tralising the printing of stamps etc.
at Nasik not allowing them to print
in other departmental press when
transport charges for sending them
to the different parts of the country,
¢specially to the eastern part, seems
to be heavy,

My second part of the supple-
mentary is, I want to know from
the hon. Minister what is the total
number of postal department press
sitnated in different parts of the
country.
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SHRI BASUDEB MOHAPA-
TRA: My second supplementary is,
as the Minister has stated that the
security  arrangement has been
made at Nasik and not in other
places where the press is situated.
That is why, I would like to know
from the hon. Minister whether
the PMG, Orissa, after considering
all the facts, has given any propo-
sal for printing stamps and en-
velopes at  Bhubaneswar press
because all types of infrastructural
facilities are available there.
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SHRI K. K. VEERAPPAN: Sir,
sometimes, the letters, the parcels
and the money orders are not
reaching the addressee in time.
Sometimes it takes more than a
week. The reason is that there is
a ban for recruitment of lower
grade staff in the postal depart-
ment. I would like to know from
the hon. Minister whether there
is a ban for recruitment and if so,
whether there is any proposal to
lift the ban and recruit the lower
grade staff. :
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DR. YELAMANCHILI SIVA-
JI: Sir, since there is much pressure,
high rate of inflation and deficit
finance on security press, do the
Government proposes to hand over
printing the postal stationery to
some private press and relieving the
security press from this burden
in addition to printing additional
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Production of Atom Bomb by
India

@*305. SHRI PRAMOD MAHA-
JAN: Will the Minister of EX-
TERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that
Government propose to exercise the
Nuclear option and to produce an
Atom Bomb;

(b) if so, what are the details in
this regard; and

(c) if not, what are the reasons
therefor?

THE MINISTER OF EXTER-
NAL AFFAIRS (SHRI LK. GUJ-
RAL): (a) to (¢) While the Govt.
is committed to use of Nuclear
Energy for peaceful. purposes and
is opposed to production and stock-
piling of any nuclear weapons,
the security situation of India is
constantly under  review, parti-
cularly in the light of developments
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