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*342. [The questioner (Dr. Jinen-der
Kumar Jain) was absent. For answer vide
c0/s.34-35 infra]
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DR. NARREDDY THULASI REDDY
: Sir, in the question itsefl I asked how much
money has been spent on the Plant Tissue
culture technique during the last three years.
This question has not been answered.
Anyhow, though my first supplementary I
am asking this question again. How much
money has been spent on the Plant Tissue
culture techniue and the conventional
technique during the last three years and
what is the budget allocation for these two
techniques in the current financial year?
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DR. NARREDDY THULASI REDDY:
Sir, my second supplementary is this. At the
field level, the farmers are growing the
varieties of crops which are developed
through conventional techniques and not the
varieties which are de eloped through Plant
Tissue culture techniques. At the laboratory
level, the scientists working on conventional
research techniques are suffering due to lack
of funds. On the other hand, the scientists
working on Plant Tissue culture techniques
are overloaded with funds. These funds are
mainly used for the foreign tours of the
scientists and are not at all used for the
benefit of the farmers. Under these
circumstances I would like to know whether
the Government is going to review its
agricultural research policy.
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SHRI P.R. KUNJACHEN: Sir, tissue
culture technique is a new branch of
development. When new research is being
conducted, it is very difficult to get results
immediately. But at the same time this
research is a must and it has to be
developed. So, considering the importance
of this matter, whatever result is achieved so
far, it should be brought into the field of
agriculture. So, I want to know whether the
Government will take the initiative to
continue the research and also see that it is
made applicable in the field. It should not
remain in the universities alone. Then it will
not be giving any result. It should be
brought to the field. For that, the
Government should take action. It should be
co-related. I want to know whether the
Government will take action in this regard.
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to Questions 14

SHRI J. S. RAJU: Mr. Chairman, Sir [
want to know whether this plant tissue
culture has been initiated in Tamil Nadu and
if not, why not.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Question
No. 344.

Excessive payments for purchase of
electrical equipment by the Eastern
Railway

*344. SHRI ATAL BIHARI
VAJPAYEE:
SHRI PRAMOD MAHA-
JANt

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether in the second week of April
last several places in Bihar and Calcutta
were raided and documents were seized,
which established that excessive payments
of crores of rupess were mile to two or three
'favourite companies' by the Eastern
Railway in the purchase of electrical
equipment, generating large-scale kick-
backs, as reported in the Indian Express,
dated 13th April, 1990;

(b) if so, what are the facts and
findings in this regard; and

(c) the nanus of the officials and
suppliers involved in this case?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI AJAY
SINGH): (a) to (c) A statement is laid on
the Table of the
Sabha.

The question was actually asked on the
floor of the House by Shri Pramod
Mabhajan.



