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cleared by the Ministry of Environment &
Forests;

(b) if so the details thereof; and
(c) if not, what are the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS WITH ADDITIONAL, CHARGE
OF THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PROGRAMME
IMPLEMENTATION (SHRIMATI
MANEKA GANDHI): (a) to (c) No, Sir.
Kuriarkutty hydro, electric project, as
proposed in 1979, was rejected due to its
adverse impact on wet evergreen forests in
Western Ghats. . The resultant reservoir was
also expected to affect the Anamalai Game
Sanctuary.

Visits of high powered official team to
Switzerland

@843. SHRI YASHWANT SINHA: Will
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether a number of high powered
official teams visited Switzerland during the
past three years to investigate into US $ 40
million paid by Bofors as kickbacks;

(b) whether any of these teams had
discussions with representatives and officials
of the Swiss Division of International
Assistance and Police Matters, Swiss
National Rank and the Swiss Federal Banking
Commission; and

(c) what are the conclusions drawn by
Government on the reports and discussions
these teams had in Switzerland?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE (DR. RAJA
RAMANNA): (a) Investigating officials have
visited Switzerland to enquire into this case
on several occasions.
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(b) Some of these teams had discussions
with the officers of the Federal Department of
Justice and Police of the Government of
Switzerland and certain Swiss Banks.

(c) No definite conclusions can be drawn
till the investigations have been completed.

Raising to age limt of women to join
Government Services

844. SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN: Will
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are con-
templating to raise the age limit for women to
join Government service to help them achieve
economic independence; and

(b) if so, the details of the proposal and
how soon it would be implemented?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
VISHWANATH PRATAP SINGH): (a) No,
Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

Setting up of National commission on
Women

84(6. SHRI KAHASH PATI
MISHRA: Will the PRIME MINISTER be
pleased to state:

(a) whether a National Commission on
women is going to be set up shortly to
oversee the whole gamut of legislative,
executive and social action with regard to
women's issues; and

(b) if so, the terms of reference thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY WITH ADDITIONAL-
CHARGE OF THE MINISTER OF STATE
IN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IN
THE MINISTRY OF



