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*102, [The questioners (Shri Bir
Bhadrq Frat1y Singh and Sh:i Bhage-

tram  Manhary  were abseal, For
ey vide Coloo.. 31 infral
Maodernisation/expansion of  Indian

Rare Earths Ltd,

¥103. SHRI M, VINCENT: Will ik»
PRIME MINTSTER be pleased to
state;

{(a) what is the slage of moderni-
sation &l expansion 0f the Indian
Rare Earths Limited ol Manzvala-
kurichy, Tamil Nadu: and

(b) whather this work would
accomplished within
dule?

Bhy
the time sche-

TEE WMINISTER OF STATE 1N
THFE MINIS{RY CF SCIFENCE AND

TECHNOLOGY WITH ADDITIONAL
CHARGE CF 7THE MINISTER OF
STAT T I DEPARTMENT OF IDU-

CA}JICN TN THE MINISTRY OF
HUMAN  RESQURCYE  DEVELO:L

MENT (PRIOF. M. G. K.
(2} Tho =chome of Morornisation/
Typancion of Manavalakurichi Plant
corsists nf setting up of Conenntrate
Urparading Plant (CUP) andd Mailore
nigaling nf existing Minaral Separn-
tiog Plart by oddition to ~=~d ropla-
cxont of certain plant and mrehi-
ncry,  The  Coneentrate  Upgvadine
Plant is exrected 1o he complelod by

e
MENOMY-

April 1090 while tha modernisatinn
iz sehedulad  tn hg b
Nacomber 1990.

‘) Yes, Sir,

SHRT M. VINCENT. 74r Chair

Gir. in reply to my guestion om
th Tuly, 1989 the then Minisie:-
had stated that onlyv Rs. 2 1akhsz had
hoen snent ont of the total alloimont
~f Re. €23 lakhs, That means thet
omlv 2 aer cong of the toial ‘arget
was at'rmed up to Julv 1959, Sn. T
woul? ks {0 %Xnow o™ ih> Minis-
for what amnrunt has heon speny (il
date? 1o thera any propossl to intre-
duee cun sviem Dby importing  hich
technology mi-chines from  Australia
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which will give 100 per cent more
production? By the modaorpisation
and expansion what is tha exprcta-
tion of the Government in its ox-
perts. profits and employmen: opbor-
tunities?

PROF. M. G. K. MENON: Sir,
cost of concentrate upgrading
Pant is Rs. 317 lakhs and as 1 have
mentioned it will be combpleted next
i.c,, April 1990. The moder-
»f  Manavalakurichy piani
-3 replacement of old  cquip-
ment and installation of new equip-
men; and the cozt of the project s
Rz, 616 lekhs, The work is proceed-
ing  as per schedule and it will be
completed by December this yea An
additional sale revenus of Rs. §02
lakhs and the net profit of Rs. 416
lakhs is expected through this pre-
eess. T would alse like 19 point out.
Sir, since thie Hon, Membar has raised
the question «f perfomanc> in {erms
of hoth cxport earnings os well  as
sa'ry that the export earwings of
Indian Rare Earthsz Lid. has gone up
on a very steady hasis to quite high
eve's. I can give the ~xaci figures
il the Hor. Membar sg desire,

ing

SHRI M. VINCENT. WMy, Chair-
man, Sir, the coastal line ail along
{he Kanvakumari District is vich in
ihe deposits »f high valuod 'ninerals
lite ilmenite, rutile, monazite, zirenn,
thosigm and garmet, Wa oxmort about
75,000 {ornee of ilwenits to foreign
countries ke France  Janon and
Eagland {0 manufacture titanium
dioxide. But we are in scut> shor-

toges of high  quality »~f  titanium

@oxide and ils byproducts, Wa  arve
importing titanium fiom Russia. We

-

are havins 73000 tonnes of raw ma:
“erinis {0 nroduce 23000 tonnes  of
titan'ura dioxide per year. We have
20,000  tonrrs Of MO fo- the
production of thorium oxide used fay

o7t

1 manufactvre of atom hombr We
have R000 tanneg of zircon for  the
rroduction of =ircon oxidr. T svnold

Tik2 +4 know foym the hen Minister
rwhathas tha Governmont would
“t a0 ent pgn o titapium
mant, a zircon  oxide plant and  a

tule
direvjde
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thorium oxide plant in Kanyakumaii

district by using the availabie
minarals,
PROF, M. G. K. MENOX: Sir.

first of all, as the hon, Membx nus
pointed out, we have pecurd of 1le
actual  production of the  various
minerals like iimenite, zireoa, garnet,
monazite, rutile, ete., from Manavala-
kurichi as well as  from Chavara.
Apart from  this, this has been a
majrr area of export and, as I laave
mentioned, exports have been rising
very steadily. A: the presoni mio-
ment, there is also the infention 1o
put up downstream units in the vici-
nity of the plant to make use of the
materials from the piant as the pra-
duction increases,

SHRI G. SWAMINATHAN. Sir,
there arve other areas in Tanul Nadu,
specially, in Thanjavur district-—thor:
is an areg known as Tranquebar --
where we have plenty of all these
mirergls like ilmenite, monazite, ete.
These have not been properly -
plored. Will the hon, Minister go
into the posibility of exploring the
minerals gvaiable in the oiher coastsl
areas of Tamil Nadu? They ave
abundantly available, Will they Le
explored and steps taken to put up
factories or unearth them and make
use of them?

PROF, M. G. K. MENON. Sir,
basically, what we have, as far as
the Indian Rare Earthg is concarned,
are plants which are located near
the coast, The reason for this is that
the ocean does g5 very good job for
us,

SHRI G. SWAMINATHAN. T am
also talking about it only.

PROF. M. G. K. MENON: What
the occan really does is tp bring the
rare earth sands. and have them de
posited because  thp density of ali
these materials is much higher than
that of the normal sand. One has
therefore, been able to use the ma-
terials above the high water-line,
have them gcooped and make them
available for production purposes,

A

A

[ 20 Mak.
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There is also a division culiel! ths
Atomic Minerals Division which Jooks
a4 the availability of all atomic mine-

rals and, materials, throughout th.
count:y, Therefore, whetcvoy they

are available jn adcguate c¢oncentra-
tion, we will cerainiy mo at it
That is how we have the ot recent
of the plants of thy Indiun Rae
Farths in  Orissa which iz calied
USCON which has now gone into g o
duction.

SHRI G. SWAMINATHAN. My
poing s thay {herve arc oithor  wreas.
I would like to know wheiheo yny

survey has been  done in {2e cuer
arcas, including the arcas 1o Tamid

Nadu, In the coastal aveas, availu
zbility is there, I would lik: to know
whethe: any mapping out has been
cone relarding the aavilubility of
these materials and whether certain

areas have been identifird fo-  1ihis
purpose,
PROF. M. G. K. MENON: The

answer ig that this is g conilinuous
process of exploration and ¢valuation
done by the Atomic Minerals Divi
sion and it deperils entively on the
availabililv wf materials of the righi
concentration in  order to make it
viable commercially,

SHR] SHABBIR AHMAD SALA-
RIA; Mr, Chairman, Sir, I wouid
iike to know from the hon, Minister,
what is the total number of person-
nel employed for this purpose, what
hag been the total amomi of nrolit
earned and in  case therp has been
pofit, wiat is the share of the rele
vant States, in this profit. Then, I
would also like to know whether
such an exploration would by under-
taken in other areas or States where
such minerals are availably in abun-
dance, such as Udhampur in Jammu
ond Kashmir Siate and nther areas
in the valley of Kashmir.

PROF, M. G. K. MENON: So fua-
as the area of rare earths is concern-
ed, which is the item specifically
rnder discussion, we have sn far
operated only in  the coastal aress
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because wf the .. spacliic advail-
tore wihish accracs ia tetms of boneh-
cledup taiough tac gitiva ol tie sca.
‘itog, as I have already answercd in
repe to U point ratied by tae hon.
Mcunbey carlior, we heve what is
called the Atomic Mineralg Divisiow
which does the cexpioration througi-
out the country foo a whole range of
atomic minerais und  materiais in-
cluding uranium, becyliium, ihoriwm
and various other materials which

3

vequired for thy atomic cneirgy pio-
gramme.
Ia regard to the proiit made and

fo.eign exchange earnings, the figures
ate there in the C&A.G. repori on
IRE. This is for ihe period from
1979-80 to 1988-89. And the notab.c
teature is the veoy high levai inciease
in expor{ cernings from 1979-80, when
it was Rs. 543 jakhs, it has gone up to

almost Rs. 3,000 lakhs more euactly
Rs, 2394.30 lakhs jn 1980-89. The:e
have heen continuoug profit, How.-
ever. there have been losses in the

las. three vears because a new majur
plant which is the Orissg plant, has
just gone into commission ang it will
take some time before one gets over
the teething troubles and it comes
into full-scale operation and profitabi-
lits-

PROF, SHABBIR AHMED SALA-
RIA: Is there any provision for mnk-
ing any contribution to the funds of
that State from where the minerals
are coming apart from the Central
fund?

PROF. M.G.K. MENON: As the
hon, Member is aware, plants are set
up in various parts of the country not
only for rare earths but in all other
aresy whether it is coal. oil. iron ore
and so on and sn forth. First of all.
they use the available natural resour-
ceq and provide emplovment in those
areas. Secondly they offer an opportu-
ritv for setting up downstream capabi-
lities in those arvezg for final manufac-
also » formula for sharing. The In-
dian Rare Earths if you look at his-

[RAL A
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toricady wrose ouj ol g large nuwmoer
ol cuupames establisacd in jae B
Lz Guy, put togelher ys a juint ven-
Wre with what was the then Travun-
co.e and Cochin State, Now of course,
i is tiie Indian Rare Earths wholly
under the Department ol Atomic En-
ergy.

DR, YELAMANCHILI 31VAJI: Lt
is reported that some rarc minerals ang
o.es that sre valuadle ae available in
tne coasi ag well as deep sea of An-
dhog Pradesn, In view of that is
the:e any proposal under Govera-
ment’s considerztion to use the In-
dian Rare Eacths Ltd. {0 sei up econ-
centrate upzrading plant and minerajs
operation plant in Andhra Prudesh to
exnore the above minerals and oves”

PROF. M. G. K. MENON: If I muy
say 5o, this gets into 5 completely
different arca which is of concern {o
the Geological Survey of India, the
Department of Ocean Development
2te. from the viewpoint of ure of
coastal sands. I have alread; deait
vith the noint earlier.

MR. CHAIRMAN: He wants to
know whether you will put up a plant
for rare earths in Andhra Pradesh,

SHRI G. SWAMINATHAN: For

Tamil Nadu.

MR, CHAIRMAN: One is in Tamil
Nadu. He wants in Andhra Pradesh,

PROF, M.G.K. MENON: As I
mentioned in my answer to the query
of the earlier hon. Member, this consi-
deration will apply also in the case of
Andhra Pradesh, namely when the
actual exploration shows that the con-
tent enables commercial viable exploi-
tation, it will certainly be done. That
is the answer to the point. I might
also add that there are various types
of taxes, duties cn final products but
royalty is also paid to the State wheve
such exploitation js carried out. This
is the answer to th~ guestion raised
by te earlier hon, Member,
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SHR] SHABBIR AHMAD SALA-
RIA: What is the pecentage earmark-
ed so that the people of Tamil Nadu
could know what they are getting out
of that?

MR. CHAIRMAN: There is no per-
centage fixed, Next Question.

Scrapping of the perspective plan for
Women

*104. SHR] PAWAN KUMAR BAN-
SAL: Will the PRIME MINISTER be
pleased to state :

(a) whether Government propose
to scrap the Perspective Plan for Wo-
men, formulated last year;

(b) if so, what are the reasons

therefor; and

(¢) what are the detajls of any al-
ternative plan prepared by the Gov-
ernment?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY WITH ADDITIONAL
CHARGE OF THE MINISTER OF
STATE IN DEPARTMENT OF EDU-
CATION IN THE MINISTRY OF HU-
MAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
(PROF, M.G.K. MENON): (a) No,
Sir.

(b) and (c) The questions do not
arise,

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL:
Sir, I am happy that the Government
does 1ot propose to scrap the national
perspective plan for women, Why 1
put this question was not that I feared
that the Government would scrap the
plan but because the Government
was Woing precious little for women.
The \Government has announced its
decision about various legislation on
‘socio-economic measures, but we have
not heard from the Government whe-
ther they woulg introduce any legis-
Jatiom to potect the rights of women.
I want that the emphasis has to shift
from women’s welfare to women’s
development and the focus on women’s

[20 MAR.
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programme has to be on a woman
as individual with her own rights.
I would like to know whether the Gov-
ernment propose to introduce any
legislation in this session containing
ter alia matters regarding the em-
ployment of women, raising the age
limit of women’s entry into govern-
ment service and also various other
connected matters, to ensure that wo-
men are not looked upon ;s second
class citizens but as partners in the
destiny of the country.

PROF, M.G.K. MENON: Sir, I
have already mentioned in the writ-
ten reply: the answer to the question
is that there is no proposal...

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL:
Sir, I want answep to my supplemen.
tary and not on the earlier question.

PROF. M, G. K. MENON: As the
hon, Member is aware, the Govern-
ment has from time to time come out
with several aspects which clearly
bring out in an explicit from its stand
on this subject. First of all, there
must be equal involvement and par-
ticipation of women in all aspects of
national life, There should pe equal
status for women and this should be
guaranteed before law., Government
would sign a UN, Convention on
Women’s Rights. There would be 3
statutory All-India Commissio, on
Women, Special emphasis will be laid
on vocational training of women, And
there will be reservation with regard
to women in various categories of bo-
dies and employment areas, including
bodies which plan, decide on policies
and take decisions. Similarly, there
are the matters which relate to em-
ployment and economic independence
maternity funds providing  shelter,
various aspects of social legislation,
conferment of equal rights witk re-
gard to property and the fact that
women should not be depicted in a
wrong manner in the media or in va-
rious other areas where it has been
happening before. These are the ex-
plicit views of the Government on



