43 Written Answers

CHARGE OF THE MINISTER OF
STATE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION IN THE MINISTRY OF
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
(PROF, M. G, K. MENON): (a) and
b) As part of the effort to promote equa-
lity of educational opportunities for  all,
Government propose to expand  educa-
tional opportunities in the rural areas
during the VIIIth Five Year Plan. Stra-
tegies for this expansion at different levels
of education are being worked out,

Issuss like land and water use, land
reform laws, environmental preservation
and gencral health are alraedy dealt with
in the curriculum for Social Sciences and
Science at different stages of school edu-
cation.  Topics related to water use, en-
vironmental preservation and gencral
health from part of the curriculum for the
environniental studies at the »nrimary
stage, The Sciznce curriculum at the
upper-primary and secondary stages also
deal with topics dealing with health and
nutrition, protection of the environment
and preservation of the eco system. The
topics r:lated to land and wateruse and
environmental preservation are dealt with
in the curriculum in Geography for
Classes VIII to X. Topics on land re-
form are included in the curriculum for
Sociology for Class XII.
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Self-sufficiency in Defence Production
*217, SHRI S, K. T. RAMACHAND-

RAN: Will the PRIME MINISTER be
pleased to state:

Production.  in
seif-suffi-

(a) whether Defence
our country is  approaching
ciency;

(b) if not, what steps are being taken
to attain this objective;

(c) what is the percentage of the
contribution of indigenous production in
the overall Defence requirements of the
country; and

(d) what is the foreign exchange com-
ponent of our Defence expenditure?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE (DR. RAJA
RAMANNA): (a) and (b) The objective
of the Government is to achieve self-suffi-
ciency in Defence production wherever it
is technologically feasible and economi-
cally viable,



