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miscellaneous services "received from
ex-Members of Parliament.

(d) With the new procedure it is
planned that these  applications
will be disposed within five working
days.
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Opening of Branch Office of

Pakistan Embassy at Bombay

270. SHRI SHABBIR AHMED
SALARIA: Will the Minister of
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ba pleased
to state:

(a) whether Government propose
to persuade the Pakistan Govern-
ment to open a branch of Pakistan
Embassy at Bombay to cater the
visa needs of Indian citizens; and

(b) if so, what arc the details
thereof and if not, what are the rea-
sons therefor ?

THE MINISTER OF EXTER-
NAL AFFAIRS (SHRI 1 K.
GUJRAL): (a) and (b) The
Government have no objection to the
Pakistan ~Government opening a
Consulate  General in  Bombay.
The decision in regard to timing
rests with the Government of Pakis-
tan.

Improving the South-South
Cooperation

271. PROF. C. LAKSHMAN-
NA: Will the Minister of EXTER-
NAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) what specific steps are being
taken to improve South-South Co-
operation to defuse the regional ten-
sions in the world;

(b) what role Government envis-
age for SAARC in the South-South
Cooperation; and

(c) what new initiatives have
been taken up by India to enlarge
the scope of SAARC movement?

THE MINISTER OF EXTER-
NAL AFFAIRS (SHRI 1K
GUIJRAL): (a) South-South Co-
operation is an instrument for acce-
lerating development, for promoting
collective self-reliance of the develop-
ing countries in tha economic
fields and for enhancing their barg-
aining position in the North-South
dialogue. In certain circumstances,
it can also help in defusing regional



