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Spurt fa the Price, of Newsprint

1542. SHRI BEKAL UTSAHI:
DR. .RATNAKAR PANDEY:

Will the Minister of INDUSTRY bo
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that there has
been a sudden spurt inthe prices of
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I newsprint i, the country recently; if so,
the extent of rise and reasons therefor;
and

(b) what is the estimated demand of
the newsprint in the country during
1989-90 and indigenous production during:
the period whether there is gap between
demand and supply and how Government
propose to meet the situation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF  INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT IN THE MINISTRY
OF INDUSTRY (SHRIM.. ARUNA-
CHALAM); (a) Some of the newspa-
pers have increased their prices by 10 to
15 per cent approximately, reportedly on,
account of increase in costs, including the
cost of newsprint. However, there has
been no change in the price of indigenous
newsprint since January 1988. On the
other hand, the international price of
newsprint has recorded a sharp rise in the
recent past. State Trading Corporation's
selling price of imported standard news-
print, which was Rs. 7530 per tonne for
the quarter Jan-March, 1988, has ac-
cordingly gone up to Rs. 12,715 per ton-
ne (exclusive of import duty) for the
quarter April-June 1989.

(b) According to the Seventh Five Year
Plan, the demand for newsprint is estima--
ted at 5 lakh tonnes per annum by 1989-
90. The demand for newsprint in the
country is met both by indigenous pro-
duction and imports. The indigenous pro-
duction of newsprint during 1988-89 was
2.76 lakh tonnes which is expecter to go
upto 3 lakh tonnes during 1989-90.

Termination of IOC workment

1543. SHRI CHATURANAN MISHRA:
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GAS be pleased to state,

(a) whether Government are aware
that the services of 150 workmen have
been summarily and illegally, terminated
by the authorised' and registered contrac-
tors of Indane (LPG) bottling plants of
I0OC at their Tikri Kalan and Shakurbasti
Depots on 21st January, 1989;



