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Supply of nuclear weapons material
zironium to Pakistan

1733. SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJ-
PAYEE: Will the PRIME MINISTER be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government's attention has
been drawn to the news item which appear-
ed in the Statesman on the 23rd April,
1989 to the effect that two West German
companies have admitted supplying nuclear
weapons related material zironium to
Pakistan and one of their sources was
India and that it was relabelled as 'prime-
quality steel' before being reshipped to
Pakistan to help the clandestine nuclear
efforts there; if so. what ace the details
thereof; and

(b) what precaution have been taken
to curb the exportslsmuggling of zirco-
nium, uranium and similar other items

and with what results?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY AND THE MINISTER OF
STATE IN THE = DEPARTMENTS  OF
OCEAN DEVELOPMENT, ATOMIC
ENERGY, ELECTRONICS AND SPACE
(SHRI K. R. NARAYANAN): (a) and
(b) The policy of the Government is not
to export, as a general rule, Zirconium,
Uranium and other nuclear materials. Ex-
ceptions are made in special cases and in
respect of small quantities of such mate-
rials to be supplied to countries for experi-
ments under bilateral cooperation agree-
ments in the field of peaceful uses of ato-
mic energy. However, Nuclear Fuel
Complex (NFC), Hyderabad had exported
about 2.2 metric tonnes of Zircalloy tubes,
rods and strips during 1983—385, in res-
ponse to a request by Mls NTG Nuklear-
technic Gmbh (NTG) of Federal Repub-
lic of Germany. In its telex order for
purchase of Zircalloy materials for use in
certain irradiation tests, NTG had indi-
cated that the supplied Zircalloy would
not he resold. = The Government is await-
ing clarifications from NTG regarding re-
ports of diversion of India Zircalloy to
Pakistan.
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