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SHRI VASANT SATHE: We are trying
to use modery technology and that ig why
1 s:id that we are now collaborating with
the pest known people ip thig field in the
wo-ld, [ have mentioned the French com-
pany with whom we are collaborating,
BRGM of France, and we are also utilis-
ing <atellite sources to discover by remote
sensing methods in  order to locate the
ming als in the country and we will be
using all possible  modern systems and
methodology to reduce the costs and more
efficiently discover thig source.

MR CHAIRMAN: Next question
PIG IRON and Steel Supplied to Punjab

*23, SHRI N. E, BALARAM. Will the
Minister of STEELL. AND MINES be
resed 1o refer to the answer to Starred
Question 156 given ip the Rajya Sabha
on the 3rd Murch. 1989 and state what
steps are being takep for the allocation
of adequate raw material for the Small
Scale foundries in Punjab which are fac-
ing 5 threat of closure for want of ade-
qua-e allocations of pig iron and steel
quota?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND
MINES AND THE MINISTER OF
ENERGY (SHRI VASANT SATHE):
Pig Iron production within the
country is proposed to be Increasea
during 1989-90 FEfforts are also under-
way to import pig iron from Rupee
payment areqa,

SHRI N. E. BALARAM. Sir, in my
question, apart from the general problem
of scarcity of pig iron, I raised a specific
point of Punjab where foundries are fac-
ino a very serious threat due to Iack of
pie iron. According to the presg reports,
1 find that the Punjab Governor has al-
readv <ent a telex message to the Union
Minister of Steel asking for immediate help
in respect of pig iron for the foundries
functioning in  different parts of Punjab
spacially the area of Batala where 400
unite are functioning and where also the
terrorists are  operating in 5 big
wav, ..

SHRI A G. KULKARNI. This prob-
lem is there in the whole country,
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SHRI N, E, BALARAM: The Governo,
has already sent 5 telex message that ap-
peared in the newspapers. So, to this speci-
fic question, answer has not been given.
The answer is very vague. Of course.
1 will come to that in my supplea
mentary  question. [  would like to
know from the Minister what
steps have  been taken to supply pig
iron to Punjab where there are large num-
ber of foundries functioning

SHRI VASANT SATHE: As fay ug pig
iron to Punjab is concerned, we dJdid re-
celve ; telex from the Governor, We also
go; repiesentations  from the small-scale
industries ip Batala and we are despatch-
ing a rake immediately to meet the omer-
gent oeeds, But [ would like to stress thag
it has so happened that the production of
pig iron went down because in the inte-
grated steel plant of SAIL, it was more
economical ang advantageous in the na-
tional interest to convert the hot metal into
steel rather than pig iron and that is why
they produced more steel and less of pig
iron. Pig iron production was aimed at
13 lakh tonmes or so; against that only
10 lakp tonnes were produced ang this
created 5 situation of shortage not oaly
in Punjab where there is concentration of
these foundries etc but in other parts of
the country also. We are conscious of it
and we tried to do two things, One was
to import pig iron_ 1t was decided to im-
port two lakh tonnes of pig iron at re-
duced duty. More than 1,35,000 tonnes
have already come. The rest is coming.
Some more we are trying to bring in.
About one lakh tonmes of pig iron is in
the pipeline for import thig year We are
taking steps to meet the present shortage
particularly in States like Punjab. We will
do our ‘hest to see that the difficulties
faceq by the foundries are ameliorated.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Have vou any idea
of rermittine the private sector to put up
pig iron plants?

SHRI VASANT SATHE; Yes, Sir, That
ic a very good idea, Actually, making of
pig iron is de-licinsed, But this will take
some time, two or thres years, before
any units come¢ un. [+ does not solve the
immediate  problem. Immediately, the
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only solution is, we must import, whether
from the rupee payment aréas or other
areas, to help these people. This is the
only thing we cap do.

SHRI N, E. BALARAM: I am glad
that the hom, Minister has given a more
clear answer now, He hyg said that it has
been decided to import some
quantity of pig iron from other
countries. But what about production by
‘the SAIL? Last time, whén thére was a
biz scarc1t§/ of plg ifon, the Government
of India’ decided to impory a large quanti-
ty of pig iron’ from outmde thrOUgh the
MMTC. Subsequently, the SAIL. announc.
ed tha théy are prepan‘:d to supply pig
irof, They réquésted the ownérs of fund.
ries to registér théir names and demapnded
advance payment from théin, Rs. 200 per
témne Tie colTected a 'huge amount,
Suddenly, thcy caine out saying’ thdt they
were not ablé to supply sufficiént quantxty
of ' pig irop and that they WOu]é be able
to supply only  40-45 per cént of the
quaatity’ askbd’ for As'a rault of this,
the foundry industry in West Bengdl, in
“Tarhil Nadu and in Kerala is 1n 'y crisis.
“They ate not supplying The SATL is not
supplymg plg 1ron Therefore when do
“you expect the import to come because
‘the foundries are not working now?

SHRI VASANT SATHE: 1 agree with
the hon. Member The difficulty has arisen
mainly because “the SAIL which hag €x-
pected to produce about 13 laky, fonnes
produced, instead, only 10.09 lakh tonnes.
This has created the probkem T entirely
agree that the main responsibility in the
country for meeting the requirement of
pig dron for both the small-scale and other
units lies with the SAIL. But as I men-
tioned, it was more profitable in the nation.
al interest to convert hot metal into steel
than into pig iron, Of course, T agree that
the ultimate responsibility ig that of the
Government, Therefore, we decided to im-
port. As T saild, we decided to import two
lakh tonnes. One lakh tonnegs is in the
pipeline, This will be imported in a few
months this year. We will ensure supply
to the foundries, particularly to those in
the small-scale sector, This is our present
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I"bJCCUV‘f not only in Punjab but in other

areaS as well, This is the best that we can
do.

SHRI A. G, KULKARNI: I am happy
that the hon Ministe has assured that he
would ensure the supply of pig iron to the
smali- scale umts He himself ig an experi-
enced’ Person in the small-scale sector. He
knows the difficulties of the pig iron
foundries. Mr Balaram meationed about
the teléx message from the C.overnor of
Punjab. Here is another telegram from
Kolhapur. It was sent to Mr, Fotedar and
a copy wag sent to me, It says; ‘kindly
refer to your visit to Sangli 13th and as-
surance to arrange, plg iron rake to Kotha-
pur, no mtnmatlon 0 far This wag  On

‘the 13th March. We are now at the end

of Apl‘ll So, whatcver has been promised
should at least be rushed, this is what 1
want Secondly Slr the hon Minister
himself is aware of the plg iron foundnes
and caStmgs Whe,p you am 1mport1ng,
the” grade of pig 1r0n has to be of a larger
quabtum, We' are pig iron usérg but what
they impbrt may g into the electrical
furnaces That is not required because the
a different nature. So, for that purpose
would you assure that the foundry grade
pig iron will be imported ang distributed
to all Stats Industria] Corporations?

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Sir, I agree
that the grade that has to be imported
should be the grade that is required main
ly by the foundry users in the country.
That is what we will try to do.

Ag far as Kolhapur ig comcerned, the
hon. Member will be glad to know that
our Department anticipated hig difficulty
and the difficulty of his area, Two rakes
were already supplied to Kolhapur and
before you asked thig question one ad-
ditional rake has alsp been despatched
for Kolhapur.

SHRT A. G. KULKARNI: Thank you
very much,

SHRY S, VIDUTHALAY VIRUMBI:
Hon, Chairman, Sir, due to short supply

of pig jron, small scale industrieg in Tamil
]
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Nadu are actually facing the danger of
closure, That may also lead to retrench-
ment. Actually the foundries and small
scale industries are getting less than 25
per cent of the pig iron that is required
by them, Therefore, will our hon, Minis-
ter assure thay he will allot more quota
to Tamil Nadu to sustain the industries,
from the grave situation in which they are
actually working? Otherwise, most of the
workers may have to face the retrench-
ment  Catégorically I want some sort of
assurance fromp the hon. Minister that
they would allot more pig iron to Tamil
Nadu,

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Sir, the fact
is that as far as Tamil Nadua is concern-
ed, in all the years up till now, from 1986
onwards, Tamil Nadu has beep getting
more than the allocatéd quota, The hon,
Member will bé happy to know the figur-
es, In 1986-87 Tamil Nadu got 123 per
cént more than their requiréfient. In 1987-
88 they got 129 pér cent and in 1_9’88-'89
also they got 129 per cent. THerefore, we
have not been uiltéit t5 Tamil Nadu in
tegard to the supply of pig iron, From
November to Jarivary 40,000 tonnes of
ply iron has beey sttt to Tamil Nadu,
Also, whatever our imported guota will
be, we shall try to see that it is fairly
distributed to all the States where there
ate foundries and where mainly pig iron
is used, We have instrueted SATL to take
special steps tg augmrent the production
of pig iron of the fowmdry grade variety.

SHRY S. VIDUTHALAI
Sir,.. . .

MR CHAIRMAN. No, no, you put
the question and got the answer. Yes, Mr,
‘Shanti Tyagi.
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which is op the way: You cam ammouace
thav to your people: there, But, Sir, I can
tell you that eveir to UP we have rot
been umfait: 90 per cent of its reguire-
mett has been up till now supphed, So
we shall try to be fair.

PROF, C. LAKSHMANNA: Sir, the
Minister has stated that SAIL changed its
policy of producing pig iroh, as a result
of which there hag been a shortfall [
woul like to know when this decision
was taken and what way the time-lag that
wag available for Government of India
to think in terms of—either importing or
increasing production of pig iron ih the
country, Why is it that Government of
Indig did ot think it fit to import it so
far and still they are in the negotiations
stape? Because there will be a timie-lag
before that steel is available from imports,

SHRI VASANT SATHE: There is
no time-lag. Actually it was last year,
when we knew that pig iron production
in the country would fall short, that we
decided and we dig two things. We de-
cided to import 2 lakh tonnes, That
was before August,

PROF. C. LAKSHMANNA: Why did
you do it when 3 lakh tonneg was the
demands

SHRI VASANT SATHE: No, no, de-
mand Is not 3 lakh tonnes.
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PROE, C. LAKSHMANNA: No, it
was the difference in production.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: The shortfall
is 3 lakn tomnes. The short fall in de-
mang would be about 5 lakh tonies be-
cduse of the genera] gap between produc-
tion and aemand ip the country, [ am
talking only of SAIL production,
In SAIL, the gap In produc-
tion of pig fron was 3 lakh tonnes. There-
fore we decided two things: to import and
lower the duty becuuse morely allowing
import would not do. Earlier the daty was
85 per cent, Nobody would accept the
imported pig iron That was why we de-
cided to do two  ‘things, We requested
the Finance Ministry to reduce the duty,
It reduced it to 35 per cent and two lakh
tonnes were imported. Out of that two lakh
tormes. 1.35 lakh tonnes  hag already
come The rect is in the pipsline and will
be coming in these fonr morths. Our
ide is that as far s Vizag is concerned,
1.9 lakh tonnes of pie iron is expected
in this financial vear. So all thess mea-
sures we have taken. We have asked the
SAIL also to improve its pig iron pro-
duction Thus, we hope that in the
months to come the position of pig iron,
which has suddenly become rather diffi-
cult, will ease.

PROF. C. LAKSHMANNA: What ab-
out the percentage of foundries?

SHRI VASANT SATHE. 1 do not
know the percentage. 1 will supply it to
you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 84.

Setting up of a TV Tower at Fazilka

*84. SHRT PAWAN KUMAR BAN-
SAL. Will the Minister of INFORMA-
TION. AND BROADCASTING be plea-
sed to refer to answer to Unstarred
Question 2633 given in the Rajya Sabha
on the 2nd December, 1938 and state:

(ay whether pending installation of a
hich power TV transmitter, Government
had decided to set up a Low Power TV
transmitter at Fazilka;

(b) whether the Station Engineer, Door.
darshan Kendra, Bhatinda, vide his let-
ter No. HPTV/BTI/2(9)88-E dated the
15th November, 1988, had asked the
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Administrator, Municipal Committee for
renting out of 2 part of the Municipal
Committee Building, alongwith the atta-
ched open ground for this purposc where-
upon the Executive Officer of th: Com-
mittee conveyed consent to make avail-
able the sald site; if so, what further ue-
tion hag been takep in the matter and
if o action has been taken, the reasons
therefor;

(c: whether some peoples’ organisations
of the urea have representod o Govern-
ment cgainst shifting of the -iter if so,
what has been the Government's responss
thercto; and

() by when the a'tern~ic Low Powar
TV teonsmittey s iikelv to e sot up ut
Fuzilke?

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFEFAIRS AND THE MINISTER
OF INFORMATION AND BROADCAS-
TING (SHRI H . K.L. BHAGAT:- (aj
to (d) A statement is laid on the Table
of the House.

Statement

Over and above the anprovad Seventh
Plan schemes of Doordarshan, a new sche.
me for the establishmen: of scme addi-
tional low power TV transmitters at cer-
tain selected places  in the country has

" been formulaied and submitted for the

formal approval of the Government. The
scheme inter alia includes the establish-
ment of a low power TV transmitter at
Fazilka, The proposed low power TV trans-
mitter at Fazilka is expected to be ins-

“talled and commissiced into service during

1989-90 if the aforesaid scheme is
approved by the Government and ade-
quate funds are made available for its
implementation.

The . District Administration has agreed
to make available 3 part of the Municipal
Committee building for establishment of
the proposed low power TV transmiter at
Fazilka. Action to acquire the site can
be taken after the scheme is approved.
However, no representation appeare to
have been received against installation of
the transmitter at the proposeq site.

SHRT PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL:
Sir, my question seems to have been slig-
htly misunderstood, I had asked whether
there was any representation against the





