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STATEMENT BY PRIME
MINISTER
Announcement re, enhancement of
pension and provision of additional
facilities to Freedom Fighters .re-
‘ceiving Central Pension under the
Swatantrata Spinik Samman| Pen-

sion Scheme :

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
RAJIV GANDHI): Madam Deputy
Chairman, today the 9th of August,

1989, is the anniversary of the Quit

India Day in the year of the birth
centenary of that great freedom figh-
ter and nation builder, Pandit Jawa-
harla] Nehru. We remember today
that historic day 47 years ago when
launched the final
phase of our struggle for freedom, It
is a most apposite occasion for us to
honour our noble Swatantrata Sainiks.

When they flauncheg themselves
selflessly into the Independence Mov-
vement, they sought nothing for them-
selvs while giving their all to the
country., Their struggle was for a
principle, not for material ‘gain, Their
cause wag a great ideology, not a
narrow chauvinism. Their goal was
the freedom of India, and the free-
dom of' all Indians, not a personal or
selfish aim. Their higher objective
wag the end of Empire everywhere
and liberty for all the oppressed peo-
ples of the world,

As the beneficiaries of their sacri-

- fice, the duty falls on our generation

to extend to. them the assistance they
so richly deserve, but do not demand,

As a token of our gratitude,- ap-

* preciation and regard for the swa-

tantrata sainiks, I am happy to make
the following announcements:;

(i) The pension being paid to
freedom. fighters under the Swatan-
tantrat Sainik Samman Pension

. Scheme, 1988 will be enhanced for
the freedom fighters, their widows

i
‘.
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and dependants * with effect from

14.11-1988. The rates of pension wil]
be raised from- Rs. 500 p.m. to
Rs, 750 p.m. for the freedom -figh-
ters and their widows. The pension
of those freedom fighters, who un-
derwent imprisonment outside In-
dia for a minimum period of 5 years
“will, however, be raised from Rs,
800 pm. to Rs. 1,000 pm. The
rates of pension for their depen-
. dents are also being raised,

(ii) The scheme of free travel by
Rajl will be extended beyond
18.T1-88 for the life time of the free-
dom fighters; and

(iil) For the first time, the faci-
lity of free rail travel will be ex-
tended to the widows of freedam
fighters, i}

~ The entire House will wish to join

me in wishing our freedom fighters

good health and long life, Thank

you.,

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 'The
entire House .and the Chair as well,
Shrj Vithalbhai M. Patel,

SHRI VITHALBHAY M. PATEL
(Gujarat); Hon. Prime  Minister,
the freedom fighters will be grateful
to you and this is a worthy decision.
But I want to draw your attention to
one thing. " There are a number of
cases with the department pending
clearance for pension and they are not

cleared even though the State Gov-

ernments have recommended them. I
.personally think that there is some-
thing wrong in the Lok Nayak Bhavan
and that is why they are not clearing
the cases. What is wrong? What
pinches them, I do not know, Some
inquiry is required to be done why so
many cases are pending. Other cases
of similar type, same category, have
been cleared. But these cases - are
" pending. If you ihquire, you will find
out that there is something wrong,

Please instruct the department ~ to

clear all the- pendmg cases as early
as possible,

[9 AUG. 1989]
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SHRI H, HANUMANTHAPPA
(Karnataka): Madam Deputy Chair-
man, [ thank the hon. Frime Minister
for- the gestyres shown on this histo-
ric day to the freedom fighters. I join
my friend Mr, Vithalbhaj Pate] in
pointing out that a3 number of cases
are pending on flimsy grounds, small

-grounds, I have one or two examp-

les with me, A person did not apply
for pension when he was in an aff-
luent position. The old man came
to me now, 'His sons are educated
and are earning; his grandsong are
educated and are earning; but ‘this
man js thrown out of the family, He
is a freedom fighter. He had not

"applied then, But now he hag sent

.in his application.. His application has
been rejected because it ig receive_d
late, Of course, in the last Session, in
a clarification, the hon. Home Minis-
ter has agreed that no apphca’clon will
be rejected becausé it is received late,
But I am tolg that in the Lok Nayak
Bhavan, they do-not have any.circular
or order from the Home Minijstry.
.Even assurances given on the floor of
the House do not reach the Lok Nayak
Bhavan, Madam, there are certain
cases where some how, we hear, on
payment of money pensions are sane-
tioned. But gzhuine cases have been
rejected. And applications are pend-

- ing for eight years, ten years, on

small grounds, Several times appli-
_cationg are sent back in spite of re-
"commendations. $o, T request the
tion. Prime  Minister to * have a
‘review and find - a way out in this
Centenary. Year of that great.leader,
Jawaharlal. Nehru, and the forty-
second year of Independence, Right
now, within the end of December let
wug, clear all the pension papers, if
‘necessary, appointing & separate eom-
'mittee without depending on the bur.

. eaucrats and - the deputy secretaries

ang secretaries, an independent com-
mittee so that it can have personal in-
terviews ang clear a1l the cases. Let us
at least do our job to these freedom
fighters upon whose sacrifice we have
al] beéome free Indians.
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THE DEPUTY CHATRMAN: 8hri
Sitaram Kesri..

SHR1 GHULAM RASOOL MATTO
(Jammu and Kashmir): Madam from
the Opposition.. .

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Just a
minute, I have calleq Mr. Sitaram
Kesri. i .

Nt daem waa (fagiv) @
fecdt Fawia APea’, W AIH
TRy ¥ YA WA S R &
fadiw sar€ zq W A W F fx
TR A T AW farar
ar TR m et fzar o
o fae g7 o ek 3§

iﬂ!“f Tra,” g1 T 3
M FHE A, AT TANAN, g TG
vt o fr age ¥ &% &Y 7
el dArAt o AR faye g, o
YT AT TE FaiiT qy ¥ E o
9% 3 Fepre fear §, ferrr Traifa
Foggagagf wrg .. . (z@qgw)

%ﬂ&gamf#}a"nmniﬂ gAY
gw o A feat w1 -

= a’funw waqC ¢ qfw . ATq

af ARG, Faw ®F B 1 W@ AW
F ¥ & & srar |€=sr1“vrq
T FgF MEAW q T WA AT
q.ag W fAxw § f5 of &,
40 WH-47 FH THE W
gy ¥ ¥ 9F dg IA%r 9
aﬁwir §q 63 W& = A a’f,
oy Nifefocw 3R FIET @lF )
ST qIAT 13 @t 5T WY I |y

gar @t 60 atw IJwwr I P,

12 AT FT W0 AT 59 &9 F I
R 1 WX 50 ¥t WT 52 g
F A AT g W FHT Rwy
. Ia% mraew @ o< famfor
ifﬁ‘r%@ Al 9% WD eRfm

a
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.Y § OAeT e R, W fF

SAH] @ F W R T] AR
fqeraT =rieT | Tt we % wia
g ATqE I a1+ dar S &1 qurg
T gryix T19T FIQT g |

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 1
Opposition Member, Mr.
Matto, wantg to say something.

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO:
I congratulate the Prime Minister for
having remembered the freedom figh--
terg on this auspicious day. Not only
thattthis is the centenary year of our -
great leader, Jawaharlal Nehru but
today is 9th.August, and 1 congratu-
‘late the Prime Minister for having
chosén this day for this announcement,
I would request the honourable Prime
Minister on two points: (1) The cases
which are pending of the freedom
fighters of Jammu and Kashmir may
also be expedited in Lok Nayak Bha-
van. (2) This is the most important
front that I want to make. As and
when these cases are processed, it
might take some more time, but they
should be made "effective fromx the

' date the Swatantrata Sainik Samman

Pension Scheme became operational;
that is, in 1980 or whatever the exact
date. If this assurance is given to
those whose caseg are not yet clear-
ed, they will have the satisfaction
that their pemsion has heen released
with retrospective effect. I want the

" honourable Prime Minist=t to give this

assurance, I once again congratulate
him on this gesture.
s

SHRI G. SWAMINATHAN Tamil
Nadu): On behalf of the Opposition
and on behalf of the ATADMK Party
1 congratulate the Prime Minister for
the gesture he has shown to the free-
dom fighters, In view of the inflation
in our country, the inerease in the

" pension should bé¢ very greatly help-

. ful to  the freedom fighters, The
Prime Minister has also been very
kind to give 'them railway pass not
only for themselves but also their
"widows. One particular thing I note
is that the pension of those freedom
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fighters who underwent imprisonment
outside India, wil] also go up., One
such freedom fighter is amidst us in
this very House, Shri Purushottam
Kakodkar. I was with himn in a €om-
mitt:e and I was surprised to hear that
he had spent yearg in Portuguese
jails, We have sueh great personali-
tieg angd it is a gesture of our Prime
Minister to have granted enhanced
pension to people like them who had
suffered and made sacrifices for our
country. -1 once
‘our Prime Minister for the gesture he
has shown te -our freedom fighters.

ST g feg (e S2):

wawha, ¥ qud g § A
wd@ ot ®Y q@d ¥ 'aramﬁg =
wiw 30 Cfagifas fea 9T 9+ a8
gt Iyie fear § 1 gad 9w wdaar
i & fag fed ot faradl
gfazia  «T & W g @@
e et #1 faagar gar ST
da wg, o fHg Wiw S WION
ey, F § @ fy wrawr araT
TarE 1 IR g9 T A ey
QTR mfara 3 ﬁ_wu:% L

T dfpT 95 3@ F AT A
;I:ar g fip @d@ar yaifadt & @i
¥ gaik wgrd welr MY wAiSwde
2 I gRIX fedy q&t, F W
grar | adt 9y ¥ fegeara
#ft o7 wY qarn WAl g &
Ry ool & fog gt

- e fgrgeaT N wradi Ratfr wre

AR MO a7 & @I oI} g [

fqu durx wfiE fg 9 saraa
ghrad sidte aEc 2 W@ g #

qiasy fFT qard W1 wgar g 5o

qF @it sy fgrgmm & qEQl
ﬁrﬁ-ﬁp R awafg:'aar AT
w7 farer gatfaal 3 @ W el
faell & g fergeata W@ @ d
oAt & Wl & Swv sy glawd
@ & WE wr R § e e
» yiadre &a g & fag © qare
e Twmagwd fag wos
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W At § wify 9 wweed feer
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wid § w1 IT30 g YT & B 9E

ANH! 4T ) A¥ g, T4 B Foea §

9 717 £} FHrET #2 | @A Q)

T g g | swafgw

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARA-
JAN (Tdmi} Nadu): You record the
6enge of the House that the Opposi-

- tion is not here,

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr.
Masodkar, you wanted to say some.
thing, T

SHRI BHASKAR ANNAJI MA-
SODKAR (Maharashtra): Madam, I
also want to congratulate the hon-
ourable Prime Minister ang the Go-
vernment. But I would like to add
that the problem cannot be solved by

‘merely giving them petision,

Madam, there are three problems of
which goyernment must take note of
and to which it must pay attention.
Some of the' pensioners have ralready
applied to 'the Govérnment for the
Purpdse of housing. Then there is

‘the question of their -fading . health,

The third thing is employment to some
of .the memhbers of their families,

-

Madam, I hope the Government wil]

~look imto these aspects also. Free-

‘dom fighters have formed co-opera-
tives &nd they are secking the asste-
fance of the State Governmenrts as
well as the Centra]l Government. They
are trying to have a roof over thelr
heads, some health facilitfes and some
employment opportunity for their fa-

mily members, '

I think this is the day of showing
the
honourable Prime Minister will ex-
tend these small facifftlegs to these .
freedom fighters for the sacrifices they
have made. Thank you, Madam,
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I think
the whole House is agreed on this
ahd congratulates the Prime Minister
... (Interruptions)... Yes, Mr. Ahul-
walia, you want to say somethihg? _

THAKUR JAGATPAL. SINGH:
Minus the Opposition. “The  whole
House”"—You cannot say that,

L. s ,

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The
whole House meang those who are
present.

THAKUR JAGATPAL SINGH: That
is right, o

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is
the general rule,

=y glmwa f'ag wgaaifaat
(fagix) @ Soqemary wiEar, arek

giegy § § wes F qAA A&t F

yegalz AT Figal § fa wIw ag
ufaeifas faq & s g% ame fRarar
2 9 gmed, 1942 F AIRNTR o9
widt st ¥ fafem wotw F faww
qIE S F1 _ WEWT  FQQr 91
T fog wr@ @€l graiea  qv
o Aem ¥ Tx UHWATAT Ht WIEAT
F wgx @ I3 A At MT A ;@Y
¥ gAq, atgl #\ atErEy 9¢ qASY
F1 Meatfea fxal ar & da AT
7g WO qex ¥ AfA, o AR
¥ 9f5, oo Inuw ¥ g Al
- giafeas W feaw #T €IS
FFAT F1 @ qox A AGL  IUITFT

%s | 43 AEE@ @ oAg ¥ wdear,

5 gg U@ waAr @3 geo A
Ol 94T 97 9. Sad | I

& Faq.y 9. egawaqt | {AThat

A 5 o G A o°r 1

- -,'mﬁfﬁﬁrq@am, ¥ T axn
qar€ 3 F agare wrs G AW
wt § To od 95T P wiwr @R

J,
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® giag wreaw § qenfw sar
fe qoft st g9 & dd & fwq.
WAl TN A Jma faad §,
9T fogiv 1942 ¥ AR A Tog
F A Wy A oA 1 ogEy w®d
T 2R grom ¥ I3 qT g AT A
T AleT gwaAal § f& G0 & qarar
qgar g fx faosw & wp Far ¥
1942 & ATEAT &, 99 W i ¥
F3 fr Aot F1W & faatrw wie
aETa faised @, fafewr grorrea-
alg FY gET § fATAFT qTg HF
IR AET RS T RIT A F F
axer §Y fp ST ARF 20 WA F T AN
I, T8 gieaT § awda feqr,
9 wg Ifgq TweRT /S,
ar gfta & $33 ST &, W & 8T
¥ 93 Q@I T A AT WK
AN, TG AT Ig S AT
a1 ST S A4y ¥ R AAQ FY A
feac | a9 &1 &7 ar fearar g
ay gufpy @M w7 f5 ol
fergeata &, wa sfagiwax was
& T AMC & WT AR 98 W
%33 T g awrl &0 qiedte
FAEd N, .. (qFA)

Tro AT AN (T SEM)

. AR agt L, (mEaw) L,

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please
-do not take names. . I won't allow
it. We are discussing the matter in
a very good atmobphere. Don't ;poil
it. = Only mention about what the
Prime Minister hag gaid. - Coe

st |aiama fag wgqatfear .
Irawnfy wewl, Fqra aft @i
Al qew H 93T Fvar g fr w0
¥ a3 sefpd v faedfy 1942 &
wiefen 9T, fad W & Fagaia
X gu af @fr; 9wy fergmm N
Iq A M 35 FUL A AT FH
arg gt ) §r ) S
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o I § 48 FTUT AT F

g ML FI@ 9T Q¥ T & !

¥ migk ATegq & QAT Sgal §

fo U duq geed fomgl A1 & =&

aqr FgaT | & fagwt atg Fqw,

- I9F WIE WY g0 gegifgT A, "I
I @Iqaar §Arr Fr 9w faadr g

. I A Qg Wil a0 AN
gqF 99 #1 fqa W g & fagwv

AT MT & g1ad Aoy F @l

F 8T grgfvg FWl TEA fF

80 FUT S7JT FTFAFT T aATer

@, Q8T F1y FV F A(a9g @qqar

qrdr fma 7 @ &
Iag Al gaar, sad $E L .

IagwmElt @ o1 45 QIET | "9
78 AT Fiey | :

= gtasla fag =mgaatfaan :
- w@igal, 48 Ux "a@qor g & v

f§ AW *Y AT HY qar g AfgE

gy i @ st sew 1942
#gHr QU 9T { 1951 ¥ qal
g g AR Tl G 2 fe WEm F
aq fea-fea @ & aqrqur gal-
frai wt & | zxfwg g adqta gw
- & Fas W Lafaal w1 oqr qAr
=ifge f T @ ww & Toediv 5
¥ &Y g F faw g agrar §
73 AW F 9qT AWAT FIEY |

qZIAT, { orox qeny ¥ qIAY
F1¢ FT SIordie qgar Figal § ...

- THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: N, no.
I am pot allowing it. Please sit
down. .

st giasta Tag wgaaifem .
g1 amal & & wag @, dAfaw &
wffpdmr  =rgar g fr a1 @9
g ... (F==aw) ‘ ~

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr.
Ahluwalia, I won’t allow it. 1 will
not permit you to read anything.
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Prime Minister 430

=N gadta fag  waqafaar
A0 19y Taifor § e g F9 3
FHqAd fr 9g HE X wyw g )
THES F A T FaRyr s g
RITAT ¢ % I M AY Bw @
fastar g « gaqm ) ‘
THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr.
Ahluwalia, I will not allow you any-
thing other than secking clarifications
or congratulating the Prime Minister.
Please take your seat. (Interrup-
tions)' .. .

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI: Madam De-
puty Chairman, I would like to thank
the Memberg for their support. The
pension that we give to the freedom
fighters in 2 sense is just a way it
showing gratitude, because there is no
way that we can really do anything

| for them which amounts to what they

have done for us or they have done
for the counfry. It ig a ‘sammaan’
on, our part. It was started by Indl-
raji in 1980,

. Some points have been raised, spe-
cially the question of pending cases.
I woylq request the Home Minister to
look into all the cases that are pend-

v ing and by the 19th of November to

clear all the cases that are pending.
(Interruptions).

One other point was made about
medica] facilities. I was under the
impression that the CGHS facilities
are already available to all freedom
fighters, If they are not, we will
meake them  available, (Interrup-
tionsy ) ,

Thank you’

s SrAatw Fog : S e o
A WE I IR ¥ & aId
(sTagm) 1 B

qor 9 (Qﬂ' Yo ﬁrqm) i ag
IR fafeee ara. 39T



