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THEI VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JAGESH
DESAI]): Now, the Hous, stands adjourned for
lunch and will again meet at 2.30 P.M. Mr.
Irshadbaig, you can continue your speech
then.

The House then adjourned for lunch at
thirty-one minutes past “"e of the clock.

The House reassembled after lunch at
thirty-four minutes past two of the clock, the
Vice-Chairman (Shri H. Hanumanthappa) in
the Chair.

MOTION OF THANKS ON
PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS—Contd.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI H.
HANUMANTHAPPA): We shall continue
with the discussion on the Motion of Thanks
on the President's Address. Shri  Irshadbaig
Mirza.
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Mr. Kara Osmon Oglo has visited India
in 1961 and again in late 70s, and he has
said that India of today is definitely not the
India of early 60s or late 70s. There is a
noticeable degree of grwoth taking
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place. Then again, it has been said that India
is still a low income country and has a long
way to go, but the whole region is growing
very fast and trade possibilities are
increasing significantly. The bank officials
said India has shown a reasonable reliance
on demestic savings and had a very capable
bureaucracy and a very vital democratic
way oflife. In fact, India had the making of
great potential growth.

Further it is said, Mr. Kara Osraon Oglo
maintained that it was wrong to infer a
connection between import liberalisation
and any pressure on the balance of
payments. Healthy economic growth is
bound to create a sizeable import demand.
Success and export growth had to be
combined with the availability of inputs of
material used in the exports particularly
those having a bearing on impioved
competitiveness.

Further it is said, Mr. Kara Osmon Oglo
was encouraged by the fact that revised
estimate of 1987 rate of growth in India had
turned out to be better than previous figures.
It was found that against the earlier estimates
of 1.6 per cent to 2.2 per cent, the actual
growth rate was 3.4 per cent and that too
despite 1987 being a drought year. The high
figures were manifest of the resilience of the
Indian economy in all spheres, industry,
agriculture and services. The current year's
growth estimates are between 9 per cent and
10 per cent the highest rate ever achieved in
India. One cannot assume that the 10 per cent
growth rate will continue but officials felt
confident that the 6.5 per cent growth rate
targetted by the Planning Commission was
not over-optimistic and in fact was quite
feasible.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
(SHRIH. HANUMANTHAPPA): You limit
ourself only to quotation. Don't mention
about a person who is not present in the
House. (Interruptions) Yes, that is why I
have allowed only quotation.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JAGESH DESAI): Mr. Basumatari.

SHRI DHARANIDHAR
BASUMATARI (Assam): Thank you very
much for giving me this opportunity.
(Interruptions)
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JAGESH DESAI): One
minute, Mr. Basumatari.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JAGESH DESAI): Mr. Basumatari.

SHRI DHARNIDHAR BASUMATARI
(Ass?m) : Thank you very much for giving
me this opportunity. (Interruptions).

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JAGESH DESAI) One minute, Mr.
Basumatari.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI1
JAGESH DESAI) : Mr. Basumatari;

SHRI DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI
: Mr. Vice-Chairmati, Sir, I rise to support
the motion moved by my hon. friend, Mr.
Sukul. He has mentioned the developments
that we have had in India. We are celebrating
the Birth-Centenary of our late Prime
Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, who was the
architect of modern India. He developed our
country in a very big way. I have had the
privilege of meeting Nehruji many times and
got encouraged by him. Once, when we
could not move the re-
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servation issue in the Constifuent

Assembly, 1 went to him. He asked
me to go to Bapwi for advice. I
accordingly went to Bapuji When 1
went to him, he looked at me for
some time. Then he asked me,
“Did you meet me somewhere
earlier . I said, “Yes, Sir. In
1926 1 had the privilege of meeting
you when I was a student in sixth
clags. You asked me, “what is
your aim in life?”. 1 replied, “T
want to become a politican and
serve thc couniey.” You sad,
“Then my blessings are with you.
1 am so proud of you”  After 1
recoliected this incident, he enquired
why | had come. 1 narraied the
problem. Then he handed over a
small slip 1o me and said, “Ursless
reservation is made for these weaker
sections, Ishall go on fast.” With
that slip, 1 went 1o meet the Prime
Minister, Mr. Nehru, at Teea Murti
Bhavan. He asked me to go to
Sardar Patel. On the foliowing
day, 1 met Sardar Patel in the mor-
niig. He asked me whether Nehsu
sent me. 1 told him how 1 was
there. What  happened later is
history. - . :

I am also reminded of another
experiecnce I had. In i964, | had the
privilege of Joining the Piime Mi-
nister to England.
our great leader, Mrs. Gandhi,
was the Information and Broad-
casting Minister. A lady was the
Deputy Prime Minister of the U K.
We all sat together to discuss,
Many questons were asked by that
Deputy Prime Minister as to what
India was. We had to reply .
When she was tired, she wag just
relinquishing her duties. She aid,
“lL am quite new in Parliament.
You had beiter ask Mr. Basumatari,
my fiiend, sitting here; he has been
there in Parliament for a long
time.” Then that Deputy Mi-
nister asked me, “Mr. Basumatari,
could you teil me what the per capita
income is in India?”* In very strong
words 1 replied, “Madam, it is a
very, very delicate question that you
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have asked me, Where is any per
capita income in India? You iuled
India for 150 years and wiwn vou
left, there was only 3 per cent lite-
racy and the per capita was only
two annasi” Then their Prime Mi-
nister got excited and said 10 her,
“Why did you ask such a quesiion?
We sucked the blood of India and
you are asking what the percentage
of literncy and per capita is in fadial”

A moment later Mrs, Indira Gandhi
turned to me and told me in Hindi.

Yargueidt Sfr, wid ey fawn
BW Ak Ry a W s awm ua )

Now, that Indiz we have developed
in various ways. We know now
how India has developed o the
field of science and technology. My
fiiend, Mr. . Naravanan, is there.
He knows me very well.  We have
developed vur countiy like anything.
In soonce and tzchaclopy, 1 am told,
we are 5th ., Among industrial
nations we are 8th. In licracy this,
year we have been abl to came up to ”
40%,. - But as far-as - Scheduled ~
Castes ond Scheduled Tribes are
conceoned, you wil be surprised to
know that we have not yeratiaimed -
the |, expected standusds. The
Yiteracy percentage among Scheduled
Castes 'is only 14 and it is dven
less in. Scheduled Tribes, just 8.
Therefore, we have yet not been
able to bring up the Scheduled
Castes and. Scheduled Tribes to
leve 1 of others. My request :o the
Government, through you, is we
must be very gincere in realising the
dreams of Mahatma Gandh i. what
Mahatma Gandhi desired for India.
Mahatma Gandhi  believed that
unlese and un‘il Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes were brought
up to the same level as that of other
communities, India could not be
developed. If one finger is lame,
we cannot wrife, we cannot work.
Similar is the case with Scheduled
Castes and  Scheduled  Tribes.
All the communities must develop
together and equally., I want to make
my point in detail. There are cer-
tain reservations for Scheduled Castes
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and Scheduled Tribes in 1l matters,
in all spheres, But when applica-
tions are submitted by the Sche-
duled Caste and Scheduled Tribe
boys, they are relused. 1 want to
cite one example in regard to allot-
ment of a petrol pump. I am
sorry  the Minister of Petrcleum
15 not there. Two yrars ago an
unemployed gradvaic hed applied
for allotment of a pctio] pump from
out of the rescrved guota, The
applicant  happened to be my grand
soi. When 1 iook ihe applicant to
the Nunister, he sajd. ko jfidfea. it
was not done. | took the epplicant
ic the Mingzer to a second  time.
Azain he suid, ho jaiga. A thiud
tiie I went to him and he repeited,
he juige. But 1 bave so far not

rec ivec  an lofter of aecepiance,

use civen is the bey is not
LUl o that and that  oarea.
B ey arelicants from

Muswar, Guigrat, who go thure and
pet peirel pump: withow any
probocm., When he question of
Castes and  Scheduled
ol kinds of objections
and their apnlications

Therefore, what 1
cmphasise is until and

Selediled
Tribes comes,
are  raisec

are refusec,
want 1o

unles tvpe of

NES cacurale H
aijfude is changely e sysiem of
rescivalions connct vork succosstully

Le Sehovuled Cestes wnd Sche-

Irbes wiie not et jusiice and
thetr lor will not be improved. What
isthe Contral Mimster coing about
it 7 Fious wishes of the Government
there. Pious  wishes of the
IMinister are there.  But their pjous
wishes alene cannot help in the
upliftment of the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes unless they
arc equally supported by the bureau-
cracy. Lhave seenit in my own life
and this is my own experit nce.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN SHRI

.

widiis

are

IAGESH DESAI): It depends
upon the Minister.
SHRI DHARANINDHAR

BASUMATARI: Pardon, Sir ?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN :
(SHR1  JAGESH  DESAI') :

President's Address 326
said that it depends upon the Mi-
nisier.

SHRI1 DHARANIDHAR
BASUMATARI: Yes., Now Sir,
I weuld like to tell one thing. 1
myselt cone [rom an area whee,
when vie cot Independence, there
were not oman, roads, there was no

school ! “Hete was no dispensary.,
But iioo ez cave changed. Take
the urcis whee the Bodos are

fighting. Why we  the Bods
fighting”  Thess voung Miaijsters
ol Aswzin dJdo o undeérstand what

to do and what not 1o co, Even when
there iv the e Hion provision,
they are ni ptning the Scheduled
Caste 2ud the Scheduled  Tribe

people. 1 ihere 18 some reserva-
tion for them e field, they
are not dojux goyhins at all, They
do not .o cataqmd o what s

wit, Now, in o oAr us. there
tre tribsl peup zwio are called
Plains Tyi' enpsisting of Tive
communi o, seeh as the Bodoo ,
Mihiss, Rebas, sic. They arc all
scatterad.  But theje are some areas
where they are little concentrated
and n those arces where they wme
concentruted, Congr 55 Goverpinent

constitutec  Tribal beit and 771 s,
It is «!l backward and ibeva - 0 be
protected from expleitation fr the
other sides,  People lrom oth. sides
explo.t them and when 1! are
expleited like anything, wher ey
are  exploied  economicalr wnd
socially and indifiereni  ways<. (hey
are naturally forced to fie' !or

their existence and so, the e
fighting. Now, our Home Mini. 1,
that is, the Home Minister of .r
State. Mr. Bhrighu Kumar Pooion,
is reported 10 have ca'led them -
national.  But we are in the irdi-
genous people. we are the origin:d
people. It is we who have been
in Assam for yeart and years tud
those who came to be known s
Assamese are all those who wers
reciuited by us when we ruled «nd

then we were subjugated by
Ahom who ruled more 1oan six

hundred  years. They aere from
outside and they also recruited, they
themselves claim, “ We are from U.P.



327 Motion of Thanks on the

[Shri Dharanidhar Basumatari]

we are from Maharasthra", and Kanons etc.
These people, as they advanced in life, got
power in their hands in agitations for 6 years
and they do  not know and they do not
understand what is what. In their opinion, in
their definition there are only two or three
communities who are Assamese. They think
that only the Brahmins the Kaya-sthas, eve.
are the Assamese and these are the
communities who are claimed to be
Assamese- But what is their  percentage?
Itis only 22 per cent. They constitute only
22 per cent. This is not my calculation and
this is not my estimate. This is the assessment
according to a "Times of India" survey. This
is not my own estimate. In this way, Sir, we
have been expoloited like anything. Now,
Sir, I come to certain other things.

At the time we got Independence, we
could not even go by train and we could not
go by anything whereas now we are having
the flights of Indian Airlines. Who did it? The
Congress Government did it. In the field o'f
science and technology also we have
developed very much. We can compare our-
selves with others, with all the other
developed countries. Sir, I have had the
privilege of visiting many developed and
developing countries except China. I got the
privilege through great leader Nehru and
through Shrimati Gandhi and Shri Shastri jee.
I had been to many places many times and I
had that privilege.

Sir, I also had the opportunity of seeing
the Bandung Conference taking place. It was
in a very big hall. 1 had been there. I have
seen all the three people, Pandit Nehru
Shrimati Indira Gandhi and now h'r son, the
youthful and dynamic Prime Minister our
Rajiv Gandhi. I know him since 7 years of
age.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
(SHR1 JAGESH DESAI): Please
conclude.

[RAJYA SABHA]
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SHRI DHARANIDHAR
BASUMATARI: 1 know him when he y/n
seven years of age. This young man, this
dynamic youth, this Prime Minister, has done
many things nobody can do.

The boycott by the Opposition is not
called for. They have no point when our
Budget is progies-sive. Every detail has
been given. There is nothing to criticize.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
(SHRI JAGESH DESAI): Please conclude
now.

SHRI DHARNIDHAR
BASUMATARI: 1 am rorry. You are
controlling my time. I had to say
something more.

Sir, you cannot imgine. You yourself
are a leader of State. Our young Prime
Minister has done so many things in such a
short period of time. We are proud of our
Prime Minister.

The other day when Advaniji came, I
asked him aftei a few days: Advanj, how
do you find our Prime Minister? He said:

‘gt wrerAT A 9% agr as g0

AT AF g AAT AZ 5
When Mr. Vajpayee came, I em-biaced
him in thic Honce and sz{%r a month T
¢ ‘Hae g o 9\ g "
1

TANM  F%  wlAd gy Wl
criticize him. In my opinion, our Prime
Minister is a wonderful man. You cannot
imagine. It is only 'parampara’. If there
were no 'parampara’ he could not do it.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
(SHRI JAGESH DESAI): Now, please
conclude.

SHRI DHARANIDHAR
BASUMATARI: He has been to China with
whom we have hed no relations for the past
34 years. But
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he was welcomed by their great

leader Ding Ping heartily. He was told: We
mei your grandfather, we met your mummy
and now we meet you, it is such a pleasant.
They have got an emotional liking for the
family. Sir, we are proud to have such a
Prime Minister.

Sir, I was also very proud when he went to
Pakistan and met the young Lady Prime
Minister there who converted  dictatorship
into democracy. Mrs. Bhutto also—not in
a political way but in a family way— said: we
are very close, and we will follow the
Simla  Agreement. Everybody knows this. I
will not s ay anything more  about it. She
said that she will follow the spririt of the
Simla Agreement, which was entered into
by Mrs. Gandhi ail her father. Therfore, Sir,
our country ingoing to be very prospeiious.
And these  Opposition  parties, though
they have appointed some National Front,
they aie quarelling  among them e'ves and
they cannot see eye to eye with each other
these day. Then you can imagine, Sir,
how these Opposition parties can replace us.
They replaced us only for two and a half
years. At that time, the Opposition
Government was represented by a galaxy of
people, by national leaders. But those national
leaders remained in power only for two and
a half years.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
(SHRI JAGESH DESAI): Now
please conclude.

SHRI DHARANIDHAR
BASUMATARI: Sir, [ may tell you that we
are not lagging behind in coming up. We
are competing with other countries. We are
going to be prosperous. There is one thing,
Sir. unless you get the bureaucrats' full co-
operation, you cannot develop. Sardar Patel
told me once. Sir, I was a small man. But he
used to like me as a son. He said, "Basu-
matari, compared to other ICS people, our
young ICS are very
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sincere; they aie helpful." Sir, the same thing
was told to me by Jawaharlal Nehru also.
Therefore, I request our Minister to keep the
confidence of the bureaucrats. Unless you
move nearer to the hearts of the bureaucrats,
you cannot get the work done by them. Then,
Sir, unless the bureaucrats removed their
reservation mentality towards the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes, we cannot
develop. That is a fact. Sir, I have been
discussing yesterday and today with some
Secretaries on som; appointments as instruct
,d by the Prime Ministers office. There I told
tnat "you must respect the Prims Minister
heart to heart. And unless you respect, we
cannot strengthen the shoulders of the Prime
Minister. I am telling this with my own
experience for so many ye’rs in the
Parliament."

THE VICE-CHAIRM\N
(SHRI JAGESH DESAI): Please conclude
now.

SHRI DHARANIDHAR
BASUMATARI : Thank you, Sir I am vary
happy that you have given me the time to
speak. I thank you very much.

SHRI BASUDEB MOHAPATRA
(Orissa) : Sir, I rise to support the Motion
of thanks moved by the hon. Member, Shri
P.N. Sukul and seconded by the hon.
Member Shri D.P. Ray. Sir, I am very
thankful to you for giving me this oppor-
tunity to take part in the discussion.

[The Deputy Chairman in the chair]

Madam, the hon. President has given a
clear picture of the achievements of the
Government in the past and spe't out the
future programme very analytically. This
year is also the year of the Birth Centenary
of Jawaharlal Nehru, the maker of modern
India and. the first Prime Minister of this
country Shri Jawaharlal Nehru was a politt.
cal successor of Mahatma Gandhi,
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the Father of the Nation. Gandhiji
relied upon him during the freedom
movement and trusted him also.

Jawaharlal Nehru's vision of sociali-
ism, democracy, non-alignment and
secularism are very clear which have
been followed by Indiraji. Th epresent
Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi,
is following the same  path to make
the country stronger. The hon. Presi
dent has correctly mentioned that
Jawaharlal Nehru had erected the
pillars of modern natioanhood, that is
democracy, secularism, socialism and
non-alignment. He is being remembe
red by the present generation

5 P.M. as he laid the foundation  of
planning and non-alignment
for the country's progress. Out rela

tions with the neighbouring countries,

Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal and
Sri Lanka have also improved. Our
Prime Minister visited China after

35 years and his visit was very success
ful and this has opened a new chapter
in our iclations with that country.
The initiative taken by our Prime
Minister  is highly commendable.
The Prime Minister has alo started
talks with the Prime Minister of
Pakistan and both the countries have
now come closer to each other. This
has reduced the tension between
the two court tries which would bene
fit both the countries. This is no
doubt a very rhicement.

Madam, our foreign  policy a such
that nobody can challenge. Our relations with
Russia and America are  good they are
contin-ously strengthening and the ctedit for
this goes to our young and dynamic Prime
Minister. In Maldives and and Sri Lanka our
peace-keeping forces have done an excellent
job. Our peace-keeping forces in  Sri Lanka
have done a commendable job despite various
hurdles and it is because of our peace-keeping
forces that elections have been held in Sri
Lanka and the Government has been
established in that country.

Madam, the opposition parties were
raising a hue and cry about
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the success of our accords. Aftet
Independence only during the tenure of Shri
Rajiv Gandhi accords have been signed with
the aim to minimise the tensions. The
President has said very categorically that the
democratic path of dialogue and discussion
and conciliation and consessus is open to all
those who slum vio lence and work within
the framework of the Constitution. This was
demonstrated in the case of the Assam
Accord in 1985, Mizoram Accord in 1986
and Tripura and Darjeeling Accord in 1988.

Madam, I want to deal with the case of
Mizoram about which ,some days back you
might have seen in the newspapers that
Laldenga has made allegations against our
Prime Minister and against the Congress
Party. The position was precarious for the
last 20 years. Due to insurgency innocent
people including Adi-vasis were kil led in
large numbers. The sitution was out of
control. After the accord elections  were
held and we Congress people lost the
elections and Laldenga became the Chief
Minister. We watched his performance
but due to infighting in his party he was not
able to control his party members.
Therefore President's rule was promulgated
and later elections were held. He lost the
election to get the majority. Now the
Congress Government is  in power in
Mizoram. This shows how democracy
is working in country. We Congressmen
have no narrow outlook. We do not
believe in parachia'ism. Now the people
have realised that the Congress party is for
national integration.

Madam, now another question arises and that
is of Bodo students' union. They have
launched a campaign for a separate State for
which the Assam Government is very much
worried. The Central Government is not in
favour of creating a separate State as
announced on several occasions. But the
problem" can be resolved only by the Central
Government and the Prime Minister,
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Shri Rajiv Gandhi. I hope the Assam
Government  would seek the help of the
Prime Minister to resolve this issue.

Madam, I would like to mention some
nore points and firstlv I would like to deal
with education. I must also mention that one
of the most important things that happened
during the last four years is the new
education policy. Due to Prime Minister,
Shri Rajiv Gandhi's commitment before the
last elections, the new education policy has
been chalked out. It was the Father of the
Nation who said that India should bb a
classics society, a socialistic republic where
every citizen has equal rights to rise up to his
capacity and capability. The concept of
Navodaya Schools in the nev, education
policy is one such factor. It gives chance to
every child, born in any corner of the
country. Those who have no mean', thos e
who are living below poverty line, have an
opportunity to j end their children to these
schools. Our hon. President mentioned
clearly that 256 Navodaya Vidyalayas have
been established; 40 per cent of the children
studying in these schools are from families
living below poverty line, and almost 80 per
cent of the students are from rural areas. My
suggestion is that since the concept of
Navodaya Vidyalaya has been successful in
all parts of the countiy, more such schools
may be established, specially in rural areas.

With regard to housing, hon .
President has mentioned that priority
has been given to promoting shel
ters for the Schedule ;s,  the
Scheduled Tribes and for the bonded
labour. No doubi, this is a well-
come step. National Housing Bank
has been established. The Govern
ment has taken every step to provide
housing facilities to these classes.
Still, large number of poor families
are lagging beh'nd in this matter
in rural areas. Problem of urban
areas is also the same. Indira Awas
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Yojina for construction of low-cost houses
for the poorest of the poor, is under
implementation since 1985-86. During the
Seventh Five-Year Plan, a target was fixed
to construct one million houses under this
scheme. The beneficiaries of this scheme
are happy with it. More housew are to be
constructed under this scheme and funds are
to be allocated to the States for this purpose.
I suggest that physically-handicapped
person: must also be included under the
scheme.

Unemployment is the biggest problem
in India today. The number of educated
unemployed is increasing year after year.
Our Government is conscious of it. A
resolution was passed to this effect by the
All India Congress Committee in its
Bombay session last year. Our Prime Minis-
ter, Shri Rajiv Gandhi, has given a clarion
call of 'Bekari hatao' for which the
Government is taking various steps to create
employment opportunities in different
fields.

Voting age has been reduced to 18 years.
This is a great achievemeint of our party
after 40 years of our independence.
Opposition parties have claimed that this has
been done due to their demand from time to
time. But this is not at all correct. Only the
Congress Party and its frontal organisations
like NSUI and Youth Congress have been
voicing a demand for reducing voting age.
The AICC after deliberations in various s-
emi-nais and conferences passed a leso-
nution calling upon th/ Government to
implement it. Only then, an amendment of
the constitution lowering the voting age was
brought about. Our Prime-Minister has taken
a historic decision n lowering the voting age.

Economic growth of the country in the
last four years has been impressive despite
drought and floods. The economy recorded a
positive growth rate of 3.6 per cent which is
higher than the average growth rate. The
hon- President highlighted
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the outstanding performance in the
production of foodgrains, cotton, sugarcane
and oilseeds. Overall, the industrial growth
rate has exceeded 8 per cent per annum.
Industrialisation plays an important role in
correcting regional imbalances and ac-
celerating industrial growth. In order to
remove regional inequalities and encourage
industrial growth of different regions, the
Government haf taken a number of
measure?! by giving various incc ntives and
subsidy to industries set up in backward dis-
tricts and in no-industry districts. At present
three hundred districts have been identified
as backward districts. Special attention
should be paid to remove backwardness of
these districts.

Last year out country faced the worst
drought. Our Prime Minister had taken bold
steps to meet the challenge. For the first
time, he constituted a Cabinet Sub-Commit-
tee to review the drought situation. He
toured various parts of the country affected
by drought and released the required
amount to the States. The other day I raiseo
the i'sue through a special mention
regarding the condition of 4007 villages
affected by the drought in Orissa. I hope the
Government will seriously consider the
matter and release the amount to meet the
situation.

Our Prime Minister has already
declared that the Government  is
considering  measures to  strengthen

democracy at the grassroot level. Power has
to be delegated to the people at the lowest
level. The Prime Minister has also said that
merely  setting-up of industries or
constructing dams, canals, etc. would not
help in development. There should be more
participation of the people in a democratic
process. It is for this reason that the
Government s keen to evolve and
strengthen the panchayati raj system.

Lastly, Madam, I want to lefer to the
activities of our opposition
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parties. They are not giving any constructive
suggestions to the Government. They are
opposing the Government only for
opposition sake. They are not uni*d and
think they will not be uni*d in future also.
Ev ryday we see the newspaper, we find that
one opposition party is alleging against
another opposition party. They are
quarrelling in such a way that they will
never get united in future.

Thanking you.

SHRI KAPIL VERMA (Uttar Pradesh)
Thank you very much, Madam, for allowing
me to speak on this Motion of Thanks, which I
rise to support. I particularly commend the
great success achieved by our Prime Minis ter
in the international field. We ail know the
heiculan efforts made by him not only in
persuing world disarmament programme
and a ban on nuclear weapons all over the
world but also in normalising relations with
Pakistan and China, our two immediate
neighbours. It was a very  good step
indeed that he has tried his best to do
something in this direction. We in this House
and the Members in the other House also
welcomed the return to civilian rule, to
democracy, in Pakistan after 12 years oi
military rule under Zia. We know that our
P.M. met Ms. Benazir Bhutto and the effort
made by him in trying to normalise relation
between the two countries are teally
commendable. We are, of course, very much
conscious of the fact that we should not expect
miracles from Mrs. Benazir Bhutto. She is
after all under the pressure of army. That is
one factor and without the help of the army
she cannot continue as Prime Minister of
Pakistan.  So, she has to do many things
under pressure. Secondly, the President
has all the powers under the Pakistan
Constitution. It is he who got
Sahebzada Yakub Khan  appointed as
Foreign Minister and we  know that
Sahebzada Yakub Khan sPeak,
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in a voice which appears to us to be different
from that of Ms. Benazir Bhutto. We must
remember at the same time that Pakistan is
only a policeman of the United States in
this part of the World.  Alter Shah of Iran's
departure from the scene Pakistan  has
assumed that role. This is why America
has turned a Nelson's eye, or closed her eye;
to what Pakistan has been doing to develop
an atom bomb and U.S. has been giving
military aid  to Pakistan in contravention
of US's own laws. Only the other day, we
read in the papers about Pak Ambassador
Jamsbed  Markf r's explicit admission on
U.S. television that Pakistan has got the
capacity to develop a bomb. Madam, we
all knew it before hand.  This is only a
confirmation of what was happening earlier,
what the newspaper reports have been
Saying or even the American intelligence
reports have been saying and what the
Newsweek has been saying, or what other
papers like the Time magazine have  been
saying not to  speak about  the
Washington Post or the Jane's  defence.
We all know that Pakistan ha:- been stealing
technical know-how, nuclear know-how from
other countries and! making its own bomb.
The Washington Post said it two years ago
that they are only a turn-of-the-screw away
from the bomb.  Now we have read in the
newspapers, what Pak Ambassador has said
but I will not go into it at length because time
is short. We know it very well that for the
last ten years, they have been importing irom
Germany some very very important,
sensitive equipment and other things needed
for the bomb, particularly the purification
plant. The most dangerous thing is that they
have got tritium, an isotope of hydrogen.
Madam, as a scientist you know the
implications oi that. Atom is used only as a
trigger in making a hydrogen bomb and with
this new element which they have got from
West Germany, Pakistan can make a
hydrogen bomb. So I would like the Prime
Minister and the Government to tell us
really
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whether they >have achieved the capacity to
make a hydrogen bomb because they have
made advances ,,,’ certain other fields. They
have in fact, developed a delivery system.
You, Madam as a scientist can very well
understand significance of the fact which
We, laymen) caa- NOt understand, that they have
developed a missile. The renorts are that
they have unvei'ed not one but three
missiles. One rocket can go up to 650
kilometres. Other reports say that it is China
which has supplied a nuclear warhead for
the missile through Saudi Arabia. Now they
have all these three things. Therefore, I
would like the Government to take certain
steps in this Jamshed Marker has said on
the television that Pakistan is "exercising its
opt.on" .Therefore, time ha! pome for India
also to exercise her option. It has been my
confirmed opinion which I have been
voicing— I am not speaking on behalf of
my party, | am speaking as a private Indian
citizen”that India must exercise its option,
particularly in view of what is happening in
Pakistan now. We cannot forget the fact that
it was Benazir's father Zulfigar Ah Bhutto,
who fir't talked of an Islamic bomb and
when Madam Gandhi had an implosion "t
1974\ will produce thebomt)". And Benazir
BhuttOj

even aiter becoming the Prime Minister,
complained to her nation that but for Zia,
they would have got the bomb long ago.
And we have read in the newspapers that
she it negotiating with China. In fact, Dr.
1.Q. Khan, the fathei of the Pakistan bomb,
went there and it is said that the Lop Nor
desert in China would be used for the
Pakistan bomb test. In any case, we should
be prepared for a hydrogen bomb from
Pakistan. But I do not want to embarrass the
Government by asking what they are doing
in the matter— they must be doing
something. We hope the Government is
fully prepared and, in any  cse, we should
exercise our
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option. This has been my  confirmed

opinion.

My second demand is this : Our Agni
missile is ready, and Akash and Prithvi
also are ready. But we have been
postponing the Agni test. There is a lobby
which is exerting pressure on us not to
undertake the test. But I think we should
undertake the test, particularly in view of
what is happening in the neighbourhood.

Madam, even after saying all this, I am
still of the opinion that Benazir Bhutto is
the best bet for us. This is so because her
alternative the fundamentalist? would be
worse. We wish Pakistan succes". We wish
Benazir Bhutto success. In any case, as I
said, she is not free agent. We hope oui
relations would impiove. The other day our
Foreign Minister appealed to the House and
to the nation to bear with the Government
and wait for the resu It of the dialogue with
Pakistan. We wish them all success and,
despite all our doubts, we hope that the
Pakistan military would see reason. She has
sacked 40 of the senior military officers—of
course with the Pakistan Commander-in-
Chiefs' approval. We think it is a good sign.
We sincerely want Pakistan to prosper, we
sincerely want good relations with them, we
sincerely want our relation to be noimalized
—because w<. de not want our hard-earned
money to be spent on Defence but on
economic, developments. As the budget
show, in fact, the Defence budget has been
cut.

I also welcome thf Prime
Minister'”  talks with the
Chinese leaders. That has lessened

tensions. China is ? big and a very powerful
neighbour and friendship with them is wel-
come. They say they are vitally interested in
having peace on the border. This is
because they want, in
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their own interests, time and breathing space
for thier own  development and for thier
own modernizations. So they do not want
wars. One welcome sign of it is, when
Benazir Bhutto—much against her  harping
on the Simla Agreement and solving all the
pioblems under the Simla Agreement,
including Kashmir—mentioned about the
Kashmir issue to the Chinese Prime Minister
and other Chinese leaders in Beijing during
her visit, they said, "please settle it amongst
yourselves bilaterally." I very much
welcome this statement because, Madam, as
a foreign e xpert you must have noticed that
this was tbe stand China had taken before
attacking us in 1962. Now they have gone
back to that stand. So w e very much
welcome that stand  and we hope they will
keep it up. We also hope that the gesture
shown by our Prime Minister in talking
Tibet would be appreciated. While repeating
those phrases, probably the Opposition has
forgotten all that had happened 20 years ago.
Even Jawaharlal Nehru, our great Prime
Minister and our great leader, the founder
and architect of our foreign policy, said in
1956 that Tibet was an autonomous region
of  China. Our Prime Minister has only
repeated it.  But in exchange of that, Cb ina
also should have shown some of goodwill
and gesture towards us about eastern
border. But they did not show it. We
hope they will see reason on the border issue.
We want the leve' of the border talfo to be
upgraded. There need not be very great
hurry about it. Because of the emotional issue
involved on both tides, an easy solution is not
possible and we cannot give away the land,
particularity because of the old resolution of
Parliami nt, because the  elections aie near
and because of so many other things. We are
prepared for a dialogue with China for a
solution of  this  grave problem, but
China must understand our difficulties. We
want good relations with them but not at the

cost of our people, not at the cost
of our land, not at the cost of the
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security oi our country. So, it is very clear
that w want good relations with them and
particularly at a time when even the USSR is
trying to improve its relations with China, is
trying to solve its problems with China, is
trying to solve its land-dis-pu:a, border
dispute with China.

Russia is an old time-tested friend of ours. It
has heled us every time we needed it.
Madam, you know them very well, you know
the leaders “rsonahy, particularly the Pre-
sident's wife. You know how they are
interested in helping us in building

0 ountry. They have opened a
new chapter in history and the pre
sent President would go down in
history as a great pioneer with his troik?,
his openn ss, glasnot- 1 had an occasion
tovisittheSovietUrion recently and I have
seenwithmy own eye what is happening
there.A new life, a new turn, they are tak
ing. I hope that the control of the nunist
Party is also lessening.

I hope :he great freindship that the USA
and the USSR are trying to s trike between
them will do a lot of good to the world
because if their ten =.ion are reduced, s m a
11 countries which are afraid of themselves
oi which try to blackmail big countries like
us, will live in peace.

Take, for example, Nepal. They were
like brother till the other day. Bui, after our
quarrel with Pakistan and China, they started
blackmai'-ing us, if you excuse me for using
that word. They have put 500 trucks of arms,
big arms irom China. They have put them on
our borders. The) have put even anti-aircraft
guns on our borders. May I a k why  they
need anli-aircrait guns directed towards
India? It. India going to attack them?
From which  side? From the Terai,
Gorakhpur area, Lakhimpur area? Do
you think that our planes are going to bomb
them? Why have they invited China to our
borders? They have put telegraph poles, and
all kinds of other things are happening.
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I wil not take more of your time

In Sri Lanka our army has done
wondenully we'l. The IPC has made
sacrifices, and the country is justly proud oi
it. Our policy has succeeded there. The
criticism made by the Opposition against
that policy is highly misplaced. The Sri
Lanka election have shewn that the Taroi
pcpublion there is for peace and tranqui'ity. I
hepe the army will come back soon and that
our problems in Sri Lanka will be solved.
While talking of Sri Lanka, the Opposition
conveniently forgets the fact that had the
Indian army not gone there, some other
foreign powers would have gone there.
You know what they are doing there. You
know what is happening at Trincomalee.
You know what foreign bases are there
You know what foreign powers are there.
Some oi them are still there.

Our Indian Ocean is full oi naval
arround warships some oi them hostile. Our
Prime Minister as justly expressed great
concern over the lact that there is naval
presence of certain big powers.

The other day, Mr. Yakub Khan has
spoken about the prefence of an Indian
nuclear submarines, in the Indian Ocean. But
there are so many submarines, nuclear
submarines of foreign powers. The whole
American fleet which is nuclear, nuclear
propelled, is theie already. Deigo Garcia
base is there So, against whom are they
complaining ? So, wc have to be very very
cautious while talking about it.

Bangladesh is only raising certain issues
just to embarrass us, just to divert the
attention oi its people over there. They do not
need much water irom Farakka. But still they
are raising all those issues and are trying to
internationalise it by bringing in China .
China has done very well—I must pay
tributes to them—by saying that they were
not concerned about it. Bangladesh are trying
to bring in Nepal also. =~ They are  trying
to
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internationalise the issue which is strictly a
bilateral issue only to harass us. Our Prime
Minister has taken a strong stand. I am told
privately that when Mr. Ershad came and
when hs met Mr. Gandhi, he told him very
frankly not to complicate such matters and
not to do any such thing which may distrub
our relations.

In Maldives what our army did is
certainly praiseworthy.

So, our international relations articularly
have been very very good, and on that front our
Government has had a very great success.
Before closing I will say a few words about the
Wage Board issue for journalists. I hope the
Wage Board will submit its report quickly and
the employees will call off their boycott. Even
if they do not call off their boycott, the Board
must go on with its work and submit its report
by March 31. The Government must ensure
that I the report is submitted by this deadline
because the journalists are expecting a long-
awaited relief while the employe! s are trying
to ,. sabotage it. To me it seems they will go to
court. So, the Government must adopt a very
strict attitude on this issue.

I have been raising the pension issue
also from time to time. I am sorry that the
Pension Committee has delayed matters.
The Labour Minister wrote a letter to me
saying that report will be submitted in
February, but the other day in reply to my
question he said that it will be delayed. I
hope the Committee will be asked to
expedite it.

With these words I compliment the
Governmeat for various successes in the
international and domestic fields. Since
other friends have already spoken on other
fields, I would only say since the Opposi-
tion does not have much to say on the
international and other subjects, they talk
nothing else except their resolve to remove
Rajiv Gandhi.

[ RAJYA SABHA |
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They are fighting amongst themselves. They
are talking who their Prime Minister will be
all the time. They are day-dreaming. They
know they are not going to come to power.
Since they are fighting amongst themselves,
people know the facts and real position and
when they are already fighting beiore
coming to power what will they do when
they come to power. The oeople have the
experience of the Janata Government. I am
sure our party will come to power after the
elections and we will make the motion of
thanks for the Presiden t's Address after next
year. Thank you.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon.
Members, we have exhausted the list of
speakers for today on the Motion oi thanks
on the President's Address. The Minister of
State for Science and Technology is here.
His business is listed at 6 O' Clock Since he
is here we can ask him to again his
statement.

STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Recent fire in the semiconductor complex
Ltd. Chandigarh

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY AND THE MINISTER OF
STATE IN THE DEPARTMENTS OF
OCEAN DEVELOPMENT ATOMIC
ENERGY, ELECTRONICS AND SPACE
(SHRI K. R. NARAYANAN): It is with a
deep sense of regaret I have to inform the
hon. Members that on the 7th February, 1989,
around 11.40 p. m. a fire was noticed at
Semiconductor Complex Limited, SAS
Nagar, Punjab, a public sector undertaking
under the Department of Electronics engaged
in the manufacture of integrated circuit chips
and related modules and sub-systems. Steps
were immediately taken by the fire fighting
staff of Semiconductor Complex Limited
and the fire tenders



