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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI H.
HANUMANTHAPPA); Now 1 call Mr.
Kanhu Charan Lenka.

Mr. Lenka, may I wish you many, many
happy returns of the day!

SHRI KANHU CHARAN LENKA
(Orissa): Sir, I extend my grateful thanks for
your kind greetings. I also thank all m,
colleagues for their greetings, the senior
colleagues for their blessings.

Problems Arising out ot Reduction in
Offtake of Iron Ore by MMTC for the
purpose of Export

SHRI KANHU CHARAN LENKA
(Orissa): Mr. Vice-Chairman, I want to bring
to the notice of the Government the serious
problems arising out of the reduction in the
offtake of iron ore by MMTC for the purpose
of export.

MMTC have decided to reduce procurement
of iron ore from the non-captive mines for the
purpose of export by 50 per cent during 1988-
89. The mines are located in the tribal districts
of Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj and Sundar-garh. As
a result of the decision of the MMTC effecting
reduction in procurement bv 50 per cent of.
the quantity procured during 1987-88, ,
number of minr-s have been forced to close
down and there has been reduction in the
strength of mine workers. This has also
affected the revenue of the State and business
of Paradin Port. The reasons, advanced bv
MMTC are that thev have exoort contract for
onlv 12 lakh tonnes from Parad'o Port during
1988-89 and they are carrying sufficient
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stock of iron ore at the port and at the various
railheads in Barjamda-Bans-pani Sector.
Besides, MMTC are incurring losses on
export of iron ore through Paradip port mainly
because Of the high incidence of railway
freight. Sir, the closure of the iron ore mines
and consequent retrenchment of a large
number of Tribal Workers will spell economic
disaster in the Sensitive Tribal areas of Bihar
and Orissa.

Sir, a directive should be issued by the
Ministry of Commerce to the MMTC to
increase their procurement to at least last
year's level. Secondly, with a view to
reducing the continuing losses of MMTC on
export of iron ore through Paradip Port, the
Railway Ministry should be persuaded to give
a concessional freight, and simultaneously
steps should be taken to augment the ore
handling capacity in Paradip Port so that as an
interim measuree the Port can handle ore
carriers of at least one lakh DWT capacity.
Thank you, Sir.

SHRI BASUDEB MOHAPATRA (Orissa).
Sir, T would like to associate myself with the
views expressed by Shri Lenka.

SHRI SUBAS MOHANTY (Orissa): Sir.
this is a very serious problem. I want t,
associate myself with the want to urge upon
the Government of India to direct the MMTC
to secure additional market facility for export
of iron ore from Paradip Port and increase
their procurement from those mine areas. And
another major factor which Mr. Lenka has
also mentioned is that, the Railwav Ministry
should uive a concessional freight so that it
does not incur more losses by exnortinff
through Paradip Port. Thank y,u, Sir.

Attack on Pre”s Penor+ers, Various parts
of the country

SFTRI PARVATHATWMT TTPENDRA
(Andhra Pradesh): Mr. WeChairman, Sir two
or three davs aeo. a large rmitilipr of
iotirnaiistc marched to the residence of the
Union TTome Minister
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to protest against the repeated and large scale
attacks on the journalists and the pressmen.
Sir, lately there have bee, a number of
incidents  of attacks on the press in various
parts of tb, country, particularly i, the
States ruled by the Congress. And, in fact
an, attack o, the pressmen is au attack on
democracy itself. And the police ,re inactive
and anti-social elements are  being  used by
some political elements t, launch attacks on the
press. And recently such incidents have
increased 1, States like Uttar Praoiefb and
Himachal Pradesh. There have been brutal
attackg on Shri Hari Orr  Gupta, a reporter
of 'Viswa Manav' daily at Bareilly. And there
were attacks on Shri Subhash Gupta of Daily
Amar Ujala' and there was a day-light murder
also of Mr. Umesh Dobal in Garhwal.
Thes, are some of the recent incidents of
attacks on the journalists. And- the
delegation me( the Home Minister and
requested that fiction should be taken immedia-
tely to protect the journalists and the press.
Instructions should be issued tj the State
Governments also to make soeciai efforts for

the protection of journalists. And through
you, Sir, [ would like to draw the attention of
the Government to this serious problem. I
hope the Union Government would take up
the matter with  the concerned State
Governments so that such incidents will not
recur. Thank you. Sir.
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SHRi A. G. KULKARNI (Maharashtra);
sir, I associate with him. But why exclude the
other journalists in other States? Everywhere
it is going on. (Interruptions). Whether in
Haryana or West Bengal or Andhra Pradesh
or Karnataka, everywhere it is going on. Sir,
I support him to the
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extent that journalists should be protected in
th, other Opposition- mled States also,
anywhere in the country.

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPENDRA. I
said all over the country, particularly the
Congress ruled States. (Interruptions) .

SHRI B. SATYANARAYAN REDDY
(Andhra Pradesh): They have clearly said that
in the Congress ruled States Journalists have
been attacked an<I butchered by Congress
people with the hslp of... (Interruptions).

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: There are many
instances in various States where journalists
are attacked. It is not only in th, Congres,
States. It is in Andhra Pradesh also. It is in
Karnataka, it is in Haryana,, in West Bengal;
everywhere. The point is that journalists
should be protected anywhere.

SHRI B. SATYANARAYAN
REDDY: Sir, it is about the procession that
was taken. (Interruptions). They have given a
memorandum to the Home Minister and that
fact has been brought in the special mention.
(Interruptions).
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SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: Please support
freedom of the press wherever it is attacked.
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