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THE VICE—CHAIRMAN (SHRI
H, HANUMANTHAPPA). Now I call
Mr, Kanhy Charap Lenka,

Mr. Lenka, may I wish you many,
many happy returns of the day!

SHRI KANHU CHARAN LENKA
(Orissa): Sir, I extend my grateful
thanks for your kind greetings. I also
thank all my colleagues for their
greetings, the senior colleagueg for
thelr blessings, -

Problems Arising oui of Reduction in
Offtake of Iron Ore by MMTC for
the purpose of Export

SHR]I KANHU CHARAN LENKA
(Orissa): Mr, Vice-Chairman, I want
to bring to the notice of the Govern-
ment the serious problems arising out
of the reduction in the offtake of iron
ore by MMTC for the purpose of
export,

MMT¢C have decided to reduce pro-
curement of iron ore from the non-
cantive mines for the purpose of export
by 50 per cent during 1988-89. The
mines are located in the tribal districts
of Keonjhar, Mavurbhanj and Sundar-
garh, As a result of the decision of
the MMTC effecting reduction in pro-
curement by 50 per cent of the quantity
procured during 1987-88, 5 number of
minrs have been forced to close down
ang there 'has been reduction in the
strencsth of mine workers, This has
also afferted the revenue of the State
and business of Paradin Port. The
reasons adveead by, MMTC are that
thev have cv9ort rontract for only 12
1akh tonneq from Paradio Port Auring
1988-80 and ;hey are carryine sufficient
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stock of iron ore at the port and at the
various railheads in Barjamda-Bans-
pani Sector, Besides, MMTC are
incurring losses on export of iron ore
through Paradip Port mainly because
o¢ the high incidence of railway
freight. Sir, the closure of the iron
ore mineg and consequent retrench-
ment of a large number of Tribal
Workers will spell economic disaster
in the Sensitive Tribal greas of Bihar
and Orissa.

Sir, a directive should be issued by
the Ministry of Commerce to the
MMTC to increase their procurement
to at least last year’s level. Secondly,
with a view {n reducing the continuing
losses of MMTC on export of iron ore
through Paradip Port, the Railway
Ministry should be persuaded to give
a concessional sreight, and simultan-
eously steps should be taken to aug-
men; the ore handling capacity in
Paradip Port s, that ag an interim
measure, the Port cap handle ore
carriers of at least one lakh DWT
capacity. Thank you, Sir.

SHR1 BASUDEB MOHAPATRA
(Ovissa). Sir, 1 would like to associate
myself with the views expressed by
Shri Lenka.

SHRI SUBAS MOHANTY (Orissa):
Sir. this is a very serious problem. 1
want to associate myself with the
warit to urge uvon the Government of
India to direct the MMTC to secure
additional market facility for export of
ircn ore from Paradip Port and
increase their procurement from those
mine areas, Ang another major
factor which Mr. Lenka has alsn men-
tioned is thas the Railwav Ministry
ghould wive a concessional freight so
that it does not incur more losses by
exnorting  through  Paradip Port.
Thank you. Sir,

Attack on Precs Renorters in Varioos
Parts of the Countrv

<SHRT PARVATHANFENT TTPENDRA
(Andhra Pradesh)- Mr. ViceChairman,
Sir two or three dave ago. a large
rumher of journalists marched tn the
residence of the Union Home Minister
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to protest against the repeuteq and
large scale attacks on the journalists
and the pressmen, Sir, late]y there
have been a number of incidents of
attackg on the press in various parts
of the country, particularly in the
States ruled by the Congress. And,
in fact any attack on the pressmen is
an altack on democracy :seif. And
the police are inactive and anti-social
elements are being used by some
political elements ty launch attackgs on
the press, And recently such incidents
have inercased in States Jike Uttar
Praderh ind Himachal Pradesh, There
have been brutal attacks on Shri Hari
Om Gupta, a  reporter of 'Viswa
Manav’ daily at Bareilly. And there
were aftacks on Shri Subhash Gupta
of Daily ‘Amar Ujala’ and there was a
day-light murder also of Mr. Umesh
Dobal ip Garhwal. These are some
of the recent incidents of attacks on
the journalists, Ang. the delegation
met the Home Minister anq requested
that action should be taken immedia-
tely to protect the journalists and the
press. Instructions should be issued
t, the State Governments also to make
soecia; efforts for the protection of
journalists. And through you, Sir, I
would like to draw the attention of
the Government to this serious pro-
blem. I hope the Union Government
woulq take up the matter with the
concerned State Governments so that

such incidents will not recur, Thank
you, Sir, -
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SHRI A. G, KULKARNI (Maharash-
tra): Sir, I associate with him. bBut
why exclude the other journalists in
other States? Everywhere it is going
on. (Interruptions). Whether in
Harvana or West Bengal or Andhra
Pradesh or Karnataka, everywhere it
is going on. Sir, T support him to the
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extent that journalists should be pro-
tected in the other Opposition-~uled
Stales also, anywhere in the country.

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPENDRA,
I said all gver the country, particularly
the Congress ruled States. (Inter-
Tuptions) .

SHRI B, SATYANARAYAN REDDY
(Andhra Pradesh): They have clearly
said that in the Congress ruled States
Journalists have been attacked and
buichered by Congress people with
the help of... (Interruptions).

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: There are
many instances in various States where
journalists are attacked. It is not
only in the Congresg States. It is in
Andhrg Pradesh also, It is in Karna-
taka, it is in Haryana, in West Bengal;
evervwhere, The point is that journa.
lists should be protected anywhere,

SHRI B. SATYANARAYAN
PEDDY: sir, it is about the procession
that was taken. (Interruptions) .
They have given a memorandum to
the Home Minister and that fact has
been brought in the special mention,

(Interruptions) .
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SHRI A. G. KULKARNL: Please
support freedom of the presg wherever
it is attacked.

Imposition of Central Levy on Rice
Mills in Bihar
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