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Problems causeg by Siltation in the
Ganga

SHRI CHITTA BASU (West Ben-
gal): Madam, through you and through
this Special Mention, I want to draw
the attention of the Government, par-
ticularly the attention of the Prime
Minister 40 a very important problem
regarding giltation in the Ganga. Sil-
ting in the Ganga has been increasing
over the years and has now reached
an alarming proportion, Tt has been
estimated that three tonnes of silt is
caried away from eighty square kilo-
metres of the Ganga catchment area,
This has been reported by the Central
Ganga Authority, of which the Prime
Minister ig the Chairman, The silt
deposit raises the river-bed and causes
floods during the monsoon and scar-
city of water during the dry season
in many parts of the country. The
main reason for it is the rampant de-
forestation, The silt deposit has
affected the navigability of the river
Hooghly. Calcutta and the Haldia
Ports have been the worst victimg of
the silt devposit. Tnadeauacy of the
flow of water from Farakka into Hoo-
ghly hag further compounded the prob.
lem for the Caleutta and Haldia Ports
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Indo-Bangladesh agreement for the
sharing of the Ganga water to the-
satisfaction of India seems to be a far
cry in view of Bangladesh Govern-
ment’s persistent wish to internationa-
lise the issue. In thig situation vi-
groug de-siltation measure is the only
alternative for gaving Calcutta Port
from complete extinction. 1t is, how-
ever, regretted that desiltation works
undertaken by the Calcutta Port over
the years did not yield satisfactory re-
sults. This doeg not affect the Cal-
cutta and Haldia ports alone, it affects
one-thirq of the country’s urban popu-
lation directly, because of the 2300
towns in the country, 692 are situated
in the Ganpga basin, Pollution per-
centage of the Ganga water is also
galloping by constant now into it of
sewerage, garbage, chemica]l wastes,
harmful residues, animal carcasses,
half-burnt and unburnt humap carcas-
ses, To save the Ganga hag hecome
an urgent nationa] task. I want the
Governmens to take appropriate action
on the report which has been prepared
by the CGA o which the Prime Mi-
nister is the Chairman,

Need to Reconduct the Mathematics
Examination for Class XII

SHRI KRISHNA KUMAR BIRLA
(Rajasthan): Madam Deputy Chair-
man, my specia] mention ig concerning
the Mathematics paper of All India
Senior School Certificate of Clagg XTL
This Mathematicg paper of the All
India Senior School Certificate Exami-
nation he'd by the Central Board of
Secondary Education on the 3rq March
1989 has generated a good deal of
controversy. The Principals of various
schonls in Delhi and the students have
comnlained that the vaper wag “too
tough” and outside the syllabus. Be-
sidec several discremancies, it ~ontain-
ed wrong gegregation of total marks-
98 jnstead of 100—which is a serious
Ianse  Accarding to one analvsis not
onlw were some of the questions fram-
ed of BSc. standarq but g few re-
quired lengthy derivation,  About



