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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
JAGESH DESAI): You have to associate
only and not to make a speech.
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Identification of AIDS-Infected Vials
In Assam and West Bengal

SHRI DEB A PRASAD PAY (West
Bengal): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, would
like to draw the attention of the Health
Minister through you to a very serious
development that may lead to a
catastrophe in the country in general and
in West Bengal in particular if pre-
cautionary measures are not taken im-
mediately.

Sir, it has been reported in all the
newspapers from West Bengal that a
large number of vials with AIDS infec-
tion have reached Bengal and already
nine pregnant women have been iden-
tified in Calcutta and in the suburban
areas and a search is on to find out
whether rest of the vials can be with-
drawn from the market before they are
used and given to the other patients
Forty-nine vials are to be withdrawn and
one does not know what will happen to
those unfortunate women to whom the
injections have been given.

Sir, this particular drug called Reggal is
neant for the prevention of anaemia and
is given to pregnant women so as to
ensure that after the delivery they do not
die of anaemia. This is actually manufac-
tured by Biogenus India Ltd. and the
component that is used for the manufac-
ture of this drug is the serum taken from
the human blood and that is how the
virus of the AIDS has found a place in
this particular serum used in this particu-
lar drug.

It so happened that nearly a month ago
this injection was to be administered to a
lady at the all India Institute who
happens to be the wife of a doctor. The
doctor being very careful, wanted tbf
particular drug to be tested in the
aboratory before it was administered to
her. And in the process it was revealed
that the particular drug was containing
the anti-body of AIDS virus, and im-
mediately the matter was taken up with
the Drug Controller, Maharashtra
Government so as to ensure tftat me



