9 Oral Answers

ther the Government has any plans to sell coal
at cheaper prices? It is true that slow progress
of modernisation in our coalmines is the cause
not only for low production, but also for many
avoidable casualties. What proportion of the

mining  equipment is  manufactured
indigenously?
WELCOME TO PARLIAMENTARY

DELEGATION FROM IRELAND

MR. CHAIRMAN: Honourable Members, 1
have an announcement to make. We have
with us this morning, seated in the special
box, Members of a Parliamentary delegation
from Ireland which is currently on a visit to
our country under the distinguished leadership
of his excellency Mr. Sean Treacy, Speaker of
the Lower House of Irish Parliament.

On behalf of the Members of the House and
on my own behalf, I take pleasure in
extending a very hearty welcome t, the Leader
and other Members of the delegation and wish
our distinguished guests a very enjoyable and
friutfui stay in our country. We hope that
during their stay here they would be able to
see and learn more about our Parliamentary
system, our country and our people and their
visit to this country will further strengthen the
friendly bonds that exist between us. Through
them we convey our greetings and best wishes
to the members of the Irish Parliament and the
friedly people of Ireland.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS—
Contd.

SHRI VASANT SATHE; Sir, as far as
making coal cheaper is concerned, after
nationalisation, coal has been having
administered prices and at no - stage was the
coal industry allowed to have a price which will
cover the cost. The price was always kept lower
than the cost of production in the public interest.
The result has been
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to Questions

the coal setcor has been continuously
incurring losses and the costs have been going
up. Therefore, to the question whether we will
be able to sell coal cheaper, the answer i
"No". Th, next question is, has mechanisation
helped? Yes, it has because with
mechanisation alone we can improve the
productivity and cost efficiency. That we have
constantly been trying to do, as I said, by
introducing equip. ment like longwall, etc.
and we hope that as far as underground
mining is concerned, we will be able to
improve the productivity.
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