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iri which harmful effects of this drug
have been found in India? And if such
harmful effects have been found, what is
the reaction (f the Minister?

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA; Sir, I
have already mentioned about the survey
of 5,000 patients done by Dr. Wadia. And
he said that there was not adverse
reaction, and he confiden. tly said this
and his view was concurred by other
experts also. But, as I said, let us not
prolong the debate. I have assured the
House that the whole thing will be re-
examined with whatever expertise is
available to us, and what the hon.
Members said, that will be considered.

MR, CHAIRMAN: Question No. 264.

*246. [The questioner (Shri Satya
Prakash Malaviya) was absent. For
answer vide “°f- 35-36 infra]

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 256.

*265. [The questioner  (Shri Ram
Naresh Yadav and Shri Ram Jeth-
malani), were absent. For answer
vide Col. 36-38 infra.]

Mr. Chairman; Question No. 266.
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SHR1 G. SWAMINATHAN: Sir, the hon.
Minister said there are Central Councils for
research in Ayurveda and Siddha. There are
many centres. Siddha, as you know, is one that
is peculiar to Tamil Nadu and it is as ancient as
Ayurveda. Unfortunately there are not many
Siddha centres. Ther, is only one Siddha
centre in Madras, even though Siddha i preva-
lent and mainly originated from Tamil Nadu.
All the world over, including countries like Sri
Lanka, Malayasia, Singapore and in many
other countries. Siddha is widely prevalent.
Ther, are thes, systems; Ayurveda, Siddha and
Unani. There are many centres for Ayurveda
but there is only one for Siddha. I would like
to know from the hon. Minister whether he
will not re-gionalisp the centre in Siddha only
in Tamil Nadu but will also start more such
centres because there are many remedies in
Siddha which are very effective and which
give better results in some of the ailments for
which Allopathic system has not been able to
find out a remedy. I would like to have the
reaction of the hon.| Minister to my point.

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA; As I
mentioned earlier, there is Central Council for
Research in Ayurveda and
Siddha.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Both are there; Siddha
is not left out.

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA: And if
Siddha has not made much progress, I would
say even Ayurveda has not made much
progress as it should. Our effort is that both
the systems should be made to work in a very
proper way and by research etc., we come to
some finding which can help the people t,
take to Ayurveda and Siddha systems. It is
our endeavour and we will continue to do so.

SHRI G. SWAMINATHAN: My point is,
there are centres for Ayurveda and Siddha.
For various centres, Council is one for Siddha
and Ayurveda; but all the centres are only
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for Apurveda and not Siddha. Research for
Ayurveda only is being done and n, special
research in Siddha hag been taken up in all the
centres except one centre in Madras. I would
like to know ...

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is both in Tamil
Nadu and Kerala. Siddha is in Kerala also.

DR. YELAMANCHILI
Ayurvedic medicines are supposed to
contain several metals like gold and
at times some other dangerous metals
tyke lead, arsenic and others. Are
there  laboratories in  the  research
cer/tres, like  histological  laboratory,
pathological laboratory, bio-chemical
laboratory and  bacteriological  labora
tory  (Interruptions).  Should I re
peat my question? Sir, Ayurvedic me
dicines are supposed to contain several
metals like gold and at times like
some other dangerous metals as lead,
arsenic and others. These drugs have
got an impact on the human body.

SIVAJIL, Sir,

Therefore, in the Jhansi research centre,
what laboratory facilities are available like

histological laboratory, pathological
laboratory, biochemical laboratory,
bacteriological laboratory, virological

laboratory etc. te evaluate the impact of the
drugs on the human body?

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA: Sir, I have
mentioned in rny answer which are the thrust
areas and programmes which this centre will
undertake. Four points have been mentioned.
One of the more important points is about
medicinal plants i" this area. It is a central
thin? for a lot of other stores for tho whole
Council. There are so many centres all over
the country for Ayurveda research. But thig
centre is for tho specific purpose which have
mentioned here and all the instruments that
are necessary for this purpose aro there.

SABHA]

to Questions 32

DR. YELAMANACHILI SIVAIJl, My
question has not been answered whether the
laboratory facilities are available or not as far
as Ayurveda drugs are concerned.

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA: If th, hon.
Member puts a separate ques tion, I will answer.
I have mentioned what is done in the Jhansi
centre.

MR. CHAIRMAN: It does not arise out of
this question. Gold is used in allopathy also.
it is sometimes used in homoeopathy as well.

SHRI G. SWAMINATHAN: It is used in
Siddha also.

Study conducted at the National Institute
of Virology, Pune on professional Wooa
donors

*267. SHRI SHEO KUMAR
MISHRA:

SHRI KAPIL VERMA :f

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether
lar  study

according to a
conducted at the
Institute of Virology, Pune, nearly 5
per cent of professional blood donors
were found to be infected with AIDS
virus;

particu
National *

(b) if so, what is Government's reaction
thereto and what action has bee, taken in this
regard;

(c) whether the ICMR has suggested the
screening' of all blood donors;
ana

(d) if so. -what action has been ta
ken on this recommendation?

THF MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE (KUMARI SAROJ
KHAPARDE); (a) No. Sir.

+The question was actually asked on the
floor of the House by Shri Kapil Verma.



