
153 Reference to the [2 NOV. 1988]     of the Prime Minister to 154 
address Cong.  (I)   rally 

(iii) Reports of the Governor of Mizo-
ram dated September 6 and 7, 1988 to the 
President recommending the issue of 
Proclamation. 

[Placed in the Library. See LT No.   
6571(88 for (ii)  to  (iii)] 

REFERENCE TO THE ADDRESS OF 
THE PRIME MINISTER TO CONGRESS 

(I) RALLY 

SHRI   PARVATHANENI     UPENDRA 
(Andhra   Pradesh):   Sir,   yesterday's   news-
papers carrying the text of the speech of Prime 
Minister at the Red Fort in the Congress  (I)  
Rally  contained  some  accusations against 
the opposition as a whole. Sir, I quote from the 
Times of India, dated November  1:  The  
Prime  Minister.     Mr. Gandhi,  today 
attacked  the opposition   saying  "our   
enemies   are      not   the enemies of the  
Congress (I) alone.   They are   also  the     
enemies  of the     nation". (Interruptions) 

SHRI VIRENDRA VERMA (Uttar Pra-
desh): Do you agree with this? 

 
Let me complete. Why are you so exercised? 
It is not the Times of India alone. The 
Statesman reports: "Our enemies (the 
opposition)   are  not... (Interruptions) 

SHRI SURESH KALMADI  (Maharashtrain  
Everything is in brackets. 

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPENDRA: 
The enemies are not the enemies Of the 
Congress alone, but of the country. The Free 
Press Journal the Business Standard, Calcutta, 
the Amrita Bazar Patrika, Calcutta, the Indian 
Express,     all  carry the 

same words. Sir,  as they say,  if he had 
referred to  ... (Interruptions)..... 

Will you allow me to complete? 
AN HON. MEMBER: It is the enemies, of 

the Congress Party, not of the Government.    
(Interruptions) 

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPENDRA: Sir, 
will you stop them? Let me complete my 
submissions. They are barricading like this. 
They won't let me complete my sentence.  
(Interruptions) 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let him complete. 
SHRI SURESH KALMADI:     He    has 

finished. 

 
SHRI PARVATHANENI UPENDRA: If 

the Prime Minister had meant, as Mr. Shiv 
Shanker is suggesting, external enemies, the 
proper words would have been 'enemies of the 
country' and not 'enemies of Congress-I 
because external forces are not enemies Of 
Congress-I; they are enemies of the nation... 
(Interruptions). 

MR.  CHAIRMAN; Let him complete. 

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPENDRA: Let 
them contradict and clarify. Why should they 
shout? They can clarify it.. (Interruptions) Let 
them clarify or contra-diet. Let me complete. 
What is this? (Interruptions). This is unforir. 
There is no doubt about the Prime Minister's 
intentions, because I quote from the. Jan 
Satta. .. (Interruptions) . 

MR. CHAIRMAN: You need not quote all 
this. 

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPENDRA: I 
am not being allowed to complete;    You have  
permitted me, Sir. 

SHRI  P.  N.  SUKUL  (Uttar  Pradesh): 
You are quoting Congress President. 
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SHRI     M. S.    GURUPADASWAMY 
(Karnataka): Can  he   make   submissions 
here or  not? Please control them.  (Inter 
ruptions) . 

SHRI LAL K. ADVANI: He is a Telugu 
speaking man, trying to read Hindi^ and this 
is not a matter they should ridicule him.   
(Interruptions) . 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: He is completing his 
speech and, as Mr. Advani has said, we 
should really welcome; he comes from a non-
Hindi-speaking area and he is trying to read 
Hindi. If he commits a mistake, you should 
tolerate it. He is completing. No interruptions 
please. Let us proceed. 

SHRI DEBA PRASAD RAY West 
Bengal): What is the relevance of this? How 
can he be allowed to read out? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have allowed him 
with full consideration, exercising my own 
right, and I don't think you have a right to 
challenge it. 

SHRI DEBA PRASAD RAY: Then I shall 
also speak. 

MR. CHAIRMAN; No, I am not per-
mitting you to speak. 
SHRI PARVATHANENI  UPENDRA: 

 

SHRI      SUBRAMANIAN      SWAMY' 
(Uttar Pradesh): They want Italian accent. 
This is what they want. 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI PARVATHANENI     UPENDRA: 
I  am  giving  the  context     when  he  said 
this. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Don't read the entire 
thing. 

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPENDRA: Sir, 
I am completing. Only one sentence more.   
(Interruptions) 

 
(Interruptions) 

SHRI VIRENDRA VERMA: They are 
justifying the statement of the Prime Minister. 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPENDRA: Sir, 
this is the context in which he said this. There 
is no ambiguity about the intentions of the 
Prime Minister. He meant the Opposition. It is 
a very serious charge against the Opposition. 
It is a very irresponsible statement made by 
the Prime Minister. He has not contradicted it. 
Two days have passed. Yesterday, Opposition 
leaders have issued a joint statement. Even 
then, the Prime Minister of the Government 
have not clarified. Therefore, it i presumed 
that the this   statement. 

MR. CHAIRMAN:  Mr.  Bhagat, 
(Interruptions) 

SHRI DIPEN GHOSH (West Bengal): Sir,  
one clarification   Only one minute, 

SOME  HON.       MEMBERS: No. 
(Interruptions) 

SHRl DIPEN GHOSH: I want to sup-
plement what Mr. Upendra has said. Only one 
sentence. (Interruptions) This is the headline 
in 'The Times of India'. It   says   'Oppoition   
nation's   foe. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have called Mr. 
Bhagat.   (Interruptions) 

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPENDRA:
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SHRI DIPEN GHOSH: As many as nine 

States are ruled toy Oppisition parties. Doe it 
mean that all these States are ruled by the 
enemies of the nation? (Interruptions) 

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY 
AFFAIRS AND THE MINISTER OF 
INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING   
(SHRI   H.  K.   L.   BHAGAT): 
Sir,   I  wish   to     categorically     refute. .. 
(Interruptions) 

 
SHRI DIPEN GHOSH: When did he 

become the Prime Minister? It was the 
statement of the Prime Minister. Let him 
come   and  answer 

SHRI H.K.L. BHAGAT I wish to refute... 
(Interruptions) 

MR, CHAIRMAN: The proceedings, as I 
said earlier, will go on much better if there are 
no such interruptions. T have called Mr. 
Bhagat. Let him have his say. (Interruptions) 

SHRI H.K.L. BHAGAT: I am speaking on   
behalf   of   the   Government. (Interruptions) 

SHRI M. S. GURUPADASWAMY: It is 
against the Prime Minister. Let the Prime 
Minister come and explain. 

SHRI H.K.L. BHAGAT; Sir, I wish to 
categorically refute the charge that the Prime 
Minister has said that the enemies of the 
Congress are the enemies of the country. I 
wish to categorically refute this charge. The 
Prime Minister did not say this. What he said, I 
will read out... (Interruptions) 

What the Prime Minister has said is—1 
will read it out and I want every word to go 
on record, and    I want to set the re- 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI DIPEN GHOSH: You are caught! . . . 
(Interruptions) . . . 

SHRl PARVATHANENI UPENDRA: 
Th::t is exactly what we say. . . . 
(Interruptions) . .. 

SHRI   H.K.L.   BHAGAT:   Sir,   I  want 
every word to go on record. 

We stand by every word of what    he said. 
. . {Interruptions) . . 

SHRi  DIPEN  GHOSH:  Whom do  you name  
whom did the Prime Minister name? Sir,   this   

is   a  serious   allegation   that  the Prime  
Minister  has      made.. .(Interruptions) ... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I just tried to know one 
thing-whether the meeting at the Red Fort was 
a Congress meeting or a Government   
meeting. . . (Interruptions) . . . 

SHRl M. S. GURUPADASWAMY: It may 
be a Congress meeting, but no Prime Minister 
of India in the Past has made such a statement 
against the Opposition   as   such    . . . 
(Interruptions)    .   . 

 

 

cord   straight:

SHRI  M.     S.     GURUPADASWAMY: 
He  is  confirming  t'he     statement  of  the 
Prime   Minister. 
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SHRI  DIPEN   CHOSH:   The   Prime 
Minister of the country cannot be equated 
with the President of the ruling party, and he 
is equating the Prime Minister with the 
President of the ruling party. 

SHRI H.K.L. BHAGAT: It was a Congress 
meeting, a Congress rally. You use your 
wisdom . . . (Interruptions)  Sir, in your 
wisdom you allowed him to raise this matter 
about the Congress meeting. 

SHRl DIPEN GHOSH: Can you cate-
gorically say it was not meant against the 
Opposition? 

THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI H. 
HANUMANTHAPPA)    in the Chair] 

SHRI H.K.L. BHAGAT: I set the record 
straight, and I rejpeat a hundred times that the 
Opposition is unprincipled, unscrupulous.. . 
(.Interruptions) ... 

SHRl   M.     S.     GURUPADASWAMY: 
He has confirmed the statement of the Prime 
Minister. No Prime Minister before had 
condemned the Opposition like this. . . 
(Interruptions). . . 

SHRI DIPEN GHOSH: Let him cate-
gorically say whether the Prime Minister had 
meant the Opposition or not. 

SHRl M.     S.     GURUPADASWAMY: 
No Prime Minister of India has so far made 
such an accusation against the Opposition. 

THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE (SHRl P. 
SHIV SHANKER): Sir, may I just explain?. . 
. (Interruptions)... I am allowed to say a few 
words. I would like to make a submissison to 
this House that the Prime Miniher was never 
referring to the opposition parties ... 
(Interruptions) ...Let me say something and 
then you can find fault if there is anything 
wrong. You kindly give me achance to say a 
few words. 

The Prime Minister was making a reference 
about enemies outside the country ... 
(Interruptions).. .The Prime   Minister 

was also referring about the terrorists, about 
the fundamentalists and so on. Now may I 
request you kindly to just appreciate what I 
am saying? He has said: 

 
When he is saying this, this is with 

reference to the enemies of the country, not. . 
(Interruptions). . .Will you kindly listen to 
me? May be you have your own say, but 
kindly listen to what I am saying. Then he 
said: 

 
this, of course, is the reference to tbe new 

party which has just come into existence I am 
not denying that... (interruptions) . . .But   
read it. 

 
kindly tell me what is wrong. .. (Inter-

ruptions) ...   what is wrong? 

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPENDRA: We 
have not objected to that part but the earlier  
one... (Interruptions) ... 

 
I am trying to explain to you that so far as 

this is concerned, it does not concern you... 
(Interruptions) ... 

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPENDRA: Mr. 
Vice-Chairman, I have read the Whole 
paragraph. This charge is in the context of 
that. We are not worried if they criticize the 
policies and programmes of any party: we 
also criticize. But we take ex-celption to the 
charge that the Opposition 
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Panies are anti-national. The whole thing is in 
just one paragraph. Hon can you delete one 
sentence from that '!. . (Inier-mfitions). .. 

SHRl     SURESH     KALMADI:     Now is 
nothing for discussion—the matter is over,- 

SHRi \I. S. GURUPADASWAMY: The 
context in which the Prime Minister ado the 
statement definitely proves tha: he meant t'ne 
Opposition. Mr. Shiv has read out some lines: 
I go stkrag with him. Let him read it again. 
LEt bim forget that he is a Member of the reling 
party. Anybody who reads that para will say 
that the Prime Minister meant that the 
Opposition are enemies of the Congress  and 
enemies of the nation. 

SOME   HON.   MEMBERS:   No.  no. 

SHRI     M. S.    GURUPADASWAMY: 
'I hit is the meaning. I do not want to charge 
the Prime Minister. My simple request is let 
the Prime Ministe,- come here and clarify the 
position, and we are prepared to accept it. 

SHRl DIPEN GHOSH: Sir, Mr. Shiv 
Shanker, the Leader of the House, read out a 
part of the speech and asked what was; wrong 
in the speech. Apparently there is nothing 
wrong in the speech as such. But in the 
speech, in a particular badkground, in a 
particular- context, certain words have to be 
understood, certain features have to be 
understood. Mr Shiv Shanker will surely 
agree with me—he is a lawyer—that it is not 
a ques-tior of sophistry alone. It is the 
question of. a political speech. When you 
attack an Opposition party, you are at liberty 
to Opposition Opposition party the enemy of 
your party. But when you accuse an Op-
position party as an enemy of the nation, it 
means that that Opposition party indulges in 
anti-national  activities. 

Sir, The Times of India's headlines was, 
"Opposition Nation's Foe." Just listen. I 
qudte: 

'The Prime Minister. Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRl H. 
HANUMANTHAPPA): You said only one 
second."  Please sit down. 

SHRI DIPEN GHOSH: He has asked me to 
show what is wrong. Mr. Chairman, today 
what is t'ne character of our country? 

SHRI SATYA PRAKASH MALAVIYA: 
let   the  Prime  Minister deny. 

THE   VICE-CHAIRMAN   (SHRI      H 
HANUMANTHAPPA):  Let us not enter into  
an  argument.   You have  made your point.   
Please  sit  down. 

SHRI DIPEN GHOSH: As many as nine 
States in our country ate being run by one or 
the other party other than the Congress (1). 
Does it mean that the nine States are ruled by 
anti-national force's? Tomorrow the Prime 
Minister will call the Opposition parties to a 
meeting to discuss Punjab affairs, to discuss 
electoral reforms. Will the! Prime Ministe! be   
consulting   anti-national   forces? 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI H. 
HANUMANTHAPPA): Mr. Dipen Ghosh, 
please sit down. 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKER: May I just say  
fills  much.   Sir.. . . 

SHRi M. S. GURUPADASWAMY: Let  
the Prime Minister come and    make 
clarification. 

SHRI P SHIV SHANKER: On what has 
appealed in the newspapers they had some 
misgivings which they brought to the notice 
of the House. We have explained that the 
word ''enemies" does not refer to the 
Opposition. They should be satisfied  with 
this. But, if they cannot be 
satisfied, we cannot  help it. 
. . . (Interruptions) . . . 

SHRI M. S. GURUPADASWAMY: If this 
is the stand of the Government, we arc not 
prepared to accept you explanation Let the 
Prime Ministe;- come and clarify. 
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SHRI M. S. GURUPADASWAMY: We 

do not accept your explanation. We are not 
satisfied. 

[Al this stage some hon. Members left the 
chamber]. 

SHRI SURESH KALMADI: They have 
started the session with obstruction. This is 
what they are doing, wasting the time of the 
House. They have been demoralised. After 
the rally they are just frustrated. That is all. 

SHRI GHULAM    RASOOD     MATTO 
(Jammu and Kashmir): 1 want to give a little 
explanation. Mr. H. K. L. Bhagat gave a 
transcript of the actual speech. One has to 
understand tine Urdu language or the Hindi  
language to understand it. 

 
It means enemies of not only the Congress but 
of the entire country. 

SPECIAL MENTIONS 
Death  of  many persons  due  to Japanese 

Encephalitis  in  Uttar   Pradesh 

 
 


