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been pressing for the conversion of this line 
into a Broad Gauge line. But, due to the 
apathetic attitude of the Railway Board as well 
ag the other authorities, this conversion has 
not taken place so far. It may be recalled that 
this line was established at the behest of the 
then Maharaja of Mayurbhanj, Shri Ram 
Chandra Deo, which was being managed by a 
company during the British days and, after 
Independence, th:s line was reduced from 166 
kms. to 66 kms. Investigations now reveal that 
about two thousand passengers travel on this 
line daily and the income comes to about 
fifteen lakhg of rupees monthly and the 
income will further go up if the line is 
converted into a MG line. About five hundred 
personss employed in the different stations 
give service to the people. 

Madam, the line passes through the forest 
and mine belts of the District, Mayurbhanj. 
The peop-e of other two districts, Balasore 
and Keonjhar, would be benefited by this line. 
During the current year, the Railway Board 
has taken a decision to convert the NG lines 
into BG lines in different States. But I do not 
understand why the authorities are totally 
averse to the conversion of this  line. 

It is reported in a section of the Press that 
the Railway Ministry has ignored the just 
claims of the people of Orissa and hag decided 
to close down the Rupsa-Bangriposi line. I, 
therefore, demand that the Railway Ministry 
should not take any action to close down this 
line and that they should take suitable action 
to convert this Iine into a broad-gauge line in 
order to give justice to the tribal people of 
Orissa. It is the demand of the people of 
Orissa. Thank you. 

Need to reduce Air India fares for Haj Pilgrims 
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Suspension  of     operations by Cycle 
Corporation     of India     Limited, Asansol 

SHRI SUNIL BASU RAY (West Bengal); 
Madam, I want to draw the attention of the 
Industries Minister and also the Labour 
Minister to the situation arising out of almost 
suspension of all operations by the 
management of the Cycle Corporation of 
India Ltd. at Asansol Works. The Cycle 
Corporation of India Ltd. have one 
insatallation at Asansol and one other at 
Kalyani in Nadia and their head offlce is 
situated at Calcutta. 

Now. almost four thousand workers are on 
the verge of a deep crisis. They do not know 
whether the Factory will run, whether any-
thing will come out of it, because there is 
almost nil input in the Factory, the production 
is almost suspended and the workers are 
facing difficulties in getting their monthly 
salary. This month also they had a lot  of 
trobule,  and  after much per- 


