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ESSENTIAL COMMUNITIES
PROCUREMENT  AND TRIBLTION
AUTHORITY BILL 1988

SHR1I SURESH PACHOURI (Madhya
Pradesh): Sir, I beg to move for leave to
introduce a Bill to provide for the estab-
lishment of an Essential Commodities
Procurement and Distribution Authority to
ensure equitable distribution of essential
commodities at fair price and matters
connected therewith,

The question was put and the motion was
adopted.

SHR1 SURESH PACHOURI: Sir, I in
roduce the Bill

CHILD WELFARE BOARDS BILL, 1988

3HRI SURESH PACHOURI (Madhya
Pradesh): Sir, I bee to move for leave to
introduce a Bill to provide for the lishmenj of
Child Welfare Boards in, every District of the
country and mat'ers connected therewith.

jiestion was put and the motion
was adopted.

SHRI SURESH
I ir -educe the Bill.

PACHOURI: Sir,

CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT BILL,
1988. (To amend articlel6)
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The question was put and the motion
was adopted.
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FINANCIAL RELIEF TO INDIGENT
PERSONS BILL, 1988
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The question was put and the motion was
adopter;.
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Financial relief to Blind persons Bill, 1988
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it g SN AWK ;AR
& feuaw =1 grenies w75 £
Indian Pena! Code (Amendment) Bill,
1988.
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The question was put and the motion
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CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT! BILL,
1988, (To amend article 326)
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SHRI M. A. BABY (Kerala): What do you
want to point out when you say that we
should not follow Italy?

SHRI SATYA PRAKASH MALAVIYA: I
am saying that we should no; follow Italy in
regard to grant of voting right. We should
change our policy and reduce the voting age to
18, as Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
hav, done.
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"The proposal for reducing the age is
presently being debated extensively. This is
being taken note of but no final decision
has been taken."
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'The Committee has given earnest
consideration to the demand of the pe-
titioners for lowering the age from 21 years
to 18 years. The Committee feels that there
are no valid reasons for denying the right of
vote to persons above th? age of 18 years,
particularly when for all other purposes of
law they are treated as majors and deemed
competent to handle their affairs. The Com-
mittee, therefore, recommended that article
326 of the Constitution should be amended
and voting age reduced from 21 years to
18 years."

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO:
Who was the Chairman?

SHRI SATYA PRAKASH MALAVIYA:
Shri S. Supakar, M.P. was tbe Chairman of
the Petitions Committee of Lok Sabha
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"The question of voting age has in recent
years assumed considerable significance. It
is well known that in Western democracies
the expansion of franchise was slow,
gradual and progressive. Great Britain, for
example, took almost a century to arrive at
universal adult franchise. In India on the
other hand the experience of universal adult
franchise is only 20 years old.

"The question as to whether the pro-
visions of t'me Constitution might be
amended with a view to reduce the voting
age from 21 to 18 therefore requires
serious consideration.

Some Members of the Committee felt
that if the voting age was reduced to 18
years, it would create innumerable
problems in the country. The size of the
electorate would increase to a tremendous
extent, partly as a consequence of inclusion
of persons between the age group of 18—
21 years and partly because of the
considerable rate of increase of population.
This would also import party politics in the
educational institutions which would be a
source of disturbance  at regular
intervals and

would also detract the students from their
studies. Obove all, it would create heavy
financial burden on the exchequer for
handling such a vast electorate.

Other Members of the Committee felt that
this measure will provide to the younger
generation a sense of participation in the
democratic process. In their view, there are
no valid reasons for denying the right of
vote to the age gtooup of 18i—21 years,
particularly when for all purposes of law,
they are treated as majors and deemed
compe-
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tent to handle their affairs."

The Minister of Law and Justice stated
that Government had not taken any
decision in this regard.

Now these are ..he recommendations of the
Committee. The operative portion reads as
under:

"Having considered both the above
viewpoints, the Committee decided that the
voting age should be reduced from 21 years
to 18 years. The Committee therefore,
recommends that the Art. 326 of the
Constitution might be amended
accordingly.

This recommendation was made in February,
1972. Now we are towards the end of year
1988

W FAEr A1 gEfEal F WS T
a0 q@ fFar W g o wwE Atz
T 7T # o7 yIw O o T oF -
TH TET 41 T AG9 § w7 9um
e F A7 fadaw | g7 TER AT AW
L& T7 37 g7 H aga g8 wie famw
fasi zo7 | 39T @ g F dam
qrEgeAz ¥ THET IO Ay g sme 1
sem %21 f7 fage = & go@< 39
TG T AT FA 2 18 a5 &1
R & A 51 A&7 F whgs7 3497
arfzd |

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO:
Sir, he has done good home work.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRIJAGESH
DESAI): Yes, very good home
work.
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"According to the present law, a per
son gets the right to vote when he
attains the age of 21. There is a
strong current of opinion in the coun
try that the voting right should be av
ailable on attainment of majority at the
age of 18. The Committee is entirely
in favour of this change. While there
may have been some justification when
the Constitution was promulgated for
confining the franchise to persons of the
age of 21 and above, we do not think
that this provision is justified anymore.
In many families the younger people are
better educated and better informed
than their elders. In rural areas, while
the older people are often illiterate, the
younger generation is able to read and
write. Moreover, in recent years, youth
all over the country are becoming the
vanguard and catalyst of social trans
formation I: is desirable that their
idealism should be adequately reflected
in the legislatures. We are, for these
reasons, of the view that the franchise
should be extended to all persons at
taining the age of 18."
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"On voting age the Commission has
stated that of the 39 countries listed in the
publication 'World Atlas of Education', only
in three countries (India, Botswana and
Cyprus) the minimum age is 21 years. In
Japan it is 20 years. In the remaining
countries including UK and USA the
minimum voting age is 18 years. The
Commission has further stated that if the
voting age is lowered to 18 it would be a
recognition of the maturity of the persons in
the age group of 18 to 21 who are mostly
literate and have a part to play in politics."

This is what the Commission said or

recommended.
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The Government appointed a Com-e under
the Chairmanship of Dr. Karan Singh to
examine the whole matter. He submitted a
report containing points which were very
much in favour of reducing the age."

ag ZH F9E 41 frEa wew S,
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"But al (Wis stage, especially when the
Joint Commi tee on the Election Law
Amendment Bill is considering it and when
the whole question of amendment of the
Constitution is being con-sidered, let us
wait a little longer. It is not as if the
Government is against it. Certainly the
sentiments of the House, the weighty
arguments which have beer, advanced and
the general opinion in the country is in
favour of this amendment or change in law.
All these factors will be taken into conside-
ration and at 'he appropriate stage it will be
considered."
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"To introduce electoral reforms after a
careful consideration of suggestions made
by various committees, including the
Tarkunde Committee, and in particular
consider proposals for recall of errant
legislators and for reducing election costs
as well as reducing voting age from 21 to
18 years."
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"The Janata Party ™ its 1977 manifesto
announced its intention to lower the voting
age to 18 years. Before it could amend the
Representation of People Act in this
direction, the President dissolved the Lok
Sabha. The Party will carry out this change
on resuming office."
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'Voting age must be reduced from
21 years to 18 years."
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"Voting age will be reduced from 21 to 18
years."
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JAGESH
DESAI): A{ that age you can buy and sell

property.

SHRI SATY, PRAKASH MALAVIYA:
Yes, Sir.

I would like to quote the Cinematograph
Act.

"An adult is a person who has completed
18 years of age."

It is also defined in the Act. The relevant
portion in the Indian Majority Act says:

"Suject as aforesaid, every other person
domiciled in India shall be deemed to have
attained his majority when he shall have
completed his age of 18 years and not
before."

Then as you know there is the Hindu
Marriage Act. In that there is a provision that:
"The bridegroom should have complete.l the
age of 18 years."

There are so many laws and I don't want t,
go into the details.
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I can lay it on the Table of the House. This is
presided over by Mr. N. T. Rama Rao and Mr
V. P. Singh is the Convenor.

ot FETA W™ o q
oA AT 1 AT AT I AEHT E
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JAGESH

DESAI): No no. it cannot be laid on the Table
of the House.

St o TR [ATHETR . AT,
¥ frdea HT @ O (F"uE)

PROF. C LAKSHMANNA (Andhra
Pradesh): This is the manifesto. What do you
want? The only thing is that they will not be
prepared to accept it This National Front will
unseat this country's Government. Tthasgo' a
national programme. There is a mandate.
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THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI JAGESH

DESAI): It is  wishful thinking...
(Interruptions) . .

B IAgT™ . A9 3 TRl
§ g F 0 WY ORRm & A
AT 2 |

w W UWW WiEEm o q7 o
fa% 77 fadgs =7 720 a7 fa #7174
HAT AT HTIE™ W WET
0 % awagw =g @an aur ar
( zmr=av )

TE —-¥7
“4e 3y

Hl  gEuw  SIRAW
Mr. Malaviya, [ have got tremendous respect
for you. )
qTa0 ZT AT EHOHA | W19 AT AT
@ # Mz T @ F vEH R 4F
amc. wr’*"r“srfm-w*nr?m?tr
o Fiaer qE ®7 AT & F 7
'TEH AT WM TE AT T | WS oa’?
AR IF ZAT AT W9 FUAT MA T
@ aw @ fEad g & e oam
frar | (eageam) &€ &7 godr miEf
T ARdF S | (emEwaw) s e
T WY FAT WT IAV KT FIA
. (==

T AR N HSHER . 7T LT
ag f[adew fomr & fr (=)

ot FOOW W™ @7 e
T wZf w1 wfgn (wmwaw) omE
sreEre amw frur & (ammew)

st oW WM WeEm o 95
T 9% F (wmgwm) o1 df
qg 97 IO AT ¢F F 5 T
Ton waar E F o (e )

. IS ™ e Ay a7
& 9T 7@

= g gww et - G oorE
& @ s i # ar wiw 1985
et & wfwmew & o1z a7 gamr



249 Constitution
grar; J mar awdifes Tifzar &
A= FiAgT § AMEE F0 F [0
gATE {E AT FHA AR AT A G-
25 #wa T4 F90 fag AT qouw
7 qra:mamam AT ATHI
aE T o AFF AX AIAE Snar
arZf § 4% #1738 TwmAw  GENW
fass Foo Zorg AT mﬁm g 354,
a1 qA17 '?r-? afEs 7@ FEA G0
79 71 Tm 2 foare Aw 1985,
1986, 1987 W17 1988 &y wal,
wigs 1@ foaF sgen A wreEma
dr 41 € Famn® awdig Far, 3T &
ST mAr F, AW qMF TG AT
oA 7% ;AT o F A W7 7 owgr
qars agr A

q fu% ag iq4eq @A, qEai
%‘fﬂ' A9 ¥ B § 9.9 F9MEA
AT a7 G ;A FT F WO
IW AT AL AT ArAFET 0 AT
st aar wiwy & sus 277 w0
'4’ﬂramm%mﬂf
fagim & 59 % graw i afFw
7 szdne w00 I e N Cff
T I F 9T FHETT B owrd T
¥ wrg faatar #, Faaafes, fraa
Fr =ifzr AT G/ 97 soor F
¢ Amaw faagw T 9 F7EAI9
EETT FTA AT 9T AT AT AW
& FzA 4 TMAANT FIAT

:-R"! ﬁ"\\l

?

<t gfefag (3=vsam) -wqradm
TIEATAE i, W IO ET g fq
fe=r = Fat z‘r = & fw qerHT
W W21 aF B} LIHT 18 T9 ¥
& A, 3§ 97 ﬂ'vl qraer oy 4"1".1
A1 F WAH AT FAI A< 4B @0 FE
fo =ms @iF7 #ir Traq w0F 577 20
gETT 77 H/T ANAF gl £
wigw ME AT 77 W & o wew
Tar BT HTRIET F) Fa'grg Wmr TERTT a
AwT AT AT AFYAS! W AFAW
aEr A & A IaF Ao ge sr A
Ut ey 7AT 2 W7 Ty 7 safe
97 TP T K T, IHH G459 05
fear war @ o F qIgaE w0

[25 NOV.

e e o e e

1988] 1988 250
e Aifedi F1 05 2 W AT Sa
¢ f& 7aqa¥t & amfy fem odff &
dar Fr——aw qEt ¥ A3 #F AT
ot A9 FEE S 2, .. (smEmA)

W W TR 2 (=)

{Amdt) Bill.

ot e SWW WHET ¢ 20 T4,
1948 %1 WeT 97 T FI 47 5 39
qrEt Ft @ w7 f@mr qmw

rawiersn (st waw T@0E)
RIAEA(E 1, 997 AT HSDT qrq
fagr & | You musy hear him also.

=i gfv Yag : svwrae S, 9w
T flgg & % fFac s sash
91T HIAA T@T WA A1 WA
%‘h@u&u‘hﬁﬁtmﬁ
St @0 E ) W7 AT A%
f*iﬂﬁ?ﬁ;a‘mwﬂraﬁ
Fg &g ow oA T oad
ar & fqam w7 @ Z A&y
Fuw TE ¥ AwE Fw2; ATE E
FAH 74 W7 FRAT H 967 qJOE.
g’mwﬂawarﬁﬂmg‘m
|

ww 3@a 2 % w3 & sren
fast &, ww 2T I@TE & faga
HIA TEAFAT F SO HIT FrEEE
F otfen, wadr arsamt & sifee, gadr
@ crfaw & IWE #0T, wgw s
FE TEAFH &, FA& W AT AW F
aFqEF 2, A8 sidlE, oWd Eaa,
:m%’r o A gAfs ¥ vrrs‘r T7

EE S B

gq

%mﬁa#fﬁmﬂ ‘rrrra,mas
e AWTEa F fA0 37 wwed g,
ag ¥ mamﬁ‘w wl Hi o2
AT W dg Fga W (Zww @il @
W qEET Fg § FE fgaw @
3.wagﬂ'a=rra“:%m T3
fE_18 &/ &0 w0 & s 60T
FaE TE T AL F W7 T WAL
g gal= fao afam A AT wAE
fau, 37 @9 ﬁam T 5T T q

A



251 Constitution [RAJYA SABHA]  (Amdt) Bill, 1988 252
[ &f* frg) aT A 7w wrrR Afw w T R

7% Al MT FAE FATT K@ g frg dir F w9 qu ¢ oamm
gmaTar £ fe 7z F9 F97 s a1 gatar femm o osiw IE oTEw
z, 77 2 #re favwm 2, Sfe wo T g f7 AT A7 20 AT TR
gy 71 1977 F TRy wEET wqrd ¥ 7wt smww a3z fem AR
TF TAT 3 oW e § o w4 g9 1977 ® #Ar ¥ s AR
TTH AL A T, qIqE T A qq A9 EW 18 WA F AW IHF (WU
uG g AT G FEr v TR EW TEAE | AT Jg = oA mar?
AT | W A7 AE Fw o A A1 AT FEA w1 aved 42 2 Foama
T A AFHT FAT qTHT F BT o 3 el 1 9 w7 1A
I AT #, Aafw T F Tagawi frafaer a1 @wm & a8 &7 T
B oSE T WEAE FEE A x| F | geard A gwrd wwwen =i
AT | TR A9 gu ow@ aur & | qW & 3w fy osee o w5 T
FE GET FJAE A@UEE A | AGA & F AT A qE WA AA
ofgm, s T wrwm Afan, Sy | 9@ # o AErEl ) seA e
TAAAT 2 | Oy T awEar E =

A7 4990 ATT-AET #3791 qfzq
9 A0 FAA 1. . . (mEmA)

RN de wmATTTN  IF (s

N3W) : AR AT FAT M T AT
FTLBE

3 3R T W T 2

&1 I & AEA T AenmT e |
AT FH EN AAfw Iiw AT

T A& AAT, fgFeny Fafaa
7 AFAIE AE AT
q T

33
;%.;gﬁ

g

&

3

|
3
)

4,

" g

%’i

i
L

a,
43
-

LS
TaEEi § Ao fEAEq @A
A O SIS e T R L
g owme fw g ogga wrevEw
g & for s\ 9 AT E &
qA1a § Y 79 § AT &%
st wifer - Afew @ vEEE R
T 4 TE gy € G (Fad
g Ffafaifad & Tg g0 dmq
¥ I sdTEl ARl ®IAL I,
ATl F qY AT T 39 9 T
Foae e fogr & o wE R ™
T4 T FAT AT AFA A SES



(Amdt) Bill, 1988 254

[25 NOV. 1988]

Constitution

253

PELGPREERESHEL,, CoroeRLERpTISt P oprpnienen
3 . ke pl
mf?mm% @m m Emmmmm R e
LA 2 R . . - _.L"..;ﬂ.._rw . ,.-
gk | mmmm AR N
mm\mw%%mwmﬁ-,mvmﬂmﬁm _qa Am.m M\W .m%.m,m;w_ .mm.m.w
.mmﬁ“mﬁwm.mmmm@mmm W m@wmmmﬁﬁw mﬁ e m,mm_,mw
i .W\ w ..B:W Ay bt =3
;QAWW.W@QW m_a_m.ﬂﬂm“m. MWWWHWM\WW@ W .m rmr.wrwmwbw
(et 49 2 3 321 Tl ] vt A S AT 4200 1 2 S B
mma@mm mw”m : wh‘mmmm . mm mm%&ﬁvmzem BicwpPe, s mmm TR
T £ M T e T M L 0t L T
1 FoGE TTEEEEFEE am,.m,mww;wmﬁmmmﬂ ¥ b
F¥ mﬁm_ﬁ e Eaf BF ﬁmm@.,,. E - SeFERw-pEEeFE  F F
._q.w \mmﬁw i m.w% RW% % mﬂ E'w T \mﬁm ﬁiqﬁ\._- m\ﬁ
,mpm.ﬁ .._.wmu.wim_wﬁ\_ﬂ\mnm.ﬁﬁ .___mm %?&q&.ﬂ\mm ”m..m.ﬁ ﬁ.\wm\w m r..wo
W n.m.m\m..;m _am m %mﬂl% ,W E wmﬁ - ,mm
W . ma w § e ,mﬁ.m E- &g
Eres m\m,_w.mm uww,wwmﬁw - & ,Wa .mé.mhm%%mw.a B



255 Constitution

[ 4 zfz fag ]

dar gf av afl, sEw IH AW &
a1 Adl, SWlEE # IAFT  HigeAd
g Al afl, 35F WA # [EFgEam @
afgare ¥ afg mwEar 2 oar 4@
qaZ ®F FART FEAT qIAT HIT 59
FRA 3W TAE T a4l 9T "qmal

=i

qlFgaT, S§T qq  ®@, AU
awwre #1 faag faegw &% 2 )
g JAT St 7 omE 47 " oaTa
famiv sgdq fwm &y @07 AR
F AqOT Fga aq fe gaw S
A9 @At 0 7Y, @G A& § F,
g8 a1 WhA W Feql WET g |
Z FU A fmai T OANF 9% 615
GG E T () O
X FT T4 AFA £ ar AN HEd
g f su fear, g @v fagr |
9% A7 Mgl fezz 4 arg w@
FA RN

i
o F g9 F1 A 32
fagre a®sdy & 1 w37 TAI1 Ung
AT q #I< Q5 AW A B 2
79 OF Hgq qEE 47 EWAT AP0
T mrar =rfge

HFAEIE 6§ WY FEAT § (0 FUR
75 7 fma 39 5% 2, GeET
¥ frga @e 2 g9 sww OF ¥
Ay E, S48 w0 FWI 2 W IHE
we T | amEE |

Shrim M. A. Baby: Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, first of all, 1
would like to express my unqualified
support t, the Bill brought forward by
my respected, experienced and veteran

colleague, Shri Satya Prakash Malaviya.

Unfortunately, before 1. join issue with
my respected coileague from the other
side on the points raised by him, he has
quit the House, perhaps fearing what I

will have to say.
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Sir, in the course of his speech, he made
certain points.  Sir should Ireserve my
comments till he comes back? Anyhow, for the
sake of record, i would like to  mention
something regarding the commitment of the
Congress (I) Party to democracy. That
was the  main theme of the speech of my
colleague. Regular election is the hallmark of
any democratic process. I wanted to know
from my respected. colleague, for how
many years elections have not been held in th,
Congress (I)?  if elections are to be held in
our country, certain processes are to be
followed. The  Election Commission is
there. They have to announce the
elections and all that. So far as election
within  Congress(I)  is concerned, that is th,
internal matter of  Congress(l). If
Congress(I) is committed to democracy,
then  Congress(I) should hold elections to
all committees and to all offices. If my
information is correct, for more than \2
years—I stand corrected—for more than 12 or
13 years there has been no election it
Congress(l)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHR1 JA-
GESH DESAI); How is that relevant to
this?

SHRI M. A. BABY. My learned coileague
spoke of the Commitment of Congress(I) to
democracy. So unless one has an amazing
quantum of hypro-crisy, one cannot speak from
Congress benches that Congress(I) is committed
to democratic process. What is the commitment
of Congress(I) to the elec-toral process of our
country? We know what happened after the
elections of 1971 between Mrs Indira Gandhi,
former Prime Minister, who is no more, and Mr.
Rajnarain. What was the verdict of the
Allahabad High Court? I do not want to go into
all that. 1 am just reminding my learned
colleagues from the other side who go on
speaking about the commitment of Congress(I)
to democracy and electoral process to have , a
sincere introspection. When the Allahabad High
Court came out with the verdict...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRi JA-
GESH DESAI): The Bill is very much
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limited. The Bill is not for that purpose. It is
only for reducing the age from 21 to 18.

SHRi M. A. BABY; 1 am coming to tea Bill.
If you can allow me I want to discuss some
wider issues relating to electoral reforms.
So  following  the Allahabad High Court
verdict, having failed to obtain an
unconditional stay of the Allahabad High
Court verdict from the Supreme Court a,
electoral reform was  brought in  with
retrospective effect so that the period of 1971
can also  be included. All of us know
about that. To get out of the legal nuances of
the then electoral law and to circumvent the
verdict of th Supreme Court, before the appeal

was taken up in the  Supreme Court this
electoral law was brought in during
emergency with retrospective effect.

This is the commitment of Congress (I) to
electoral process in our country. I do not want
to speak about what happened in Tripura. Thig
has been dscussed time and again. My
colleagues have spoken about booth capturing
by the youth and all that. Of course  the
youth participate in booth capturing,
also.  The youth participate in  many anti-
social  activities of our society, un-
fortunately. That is the plight of our
society. And the youth are not alone in that.
Old people also participate in that.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JA-
GESH DESAI); That i correct.

SHRI M. A. BABY: So we have to
c;al with that problem separately. This
is a social problem. So my argument
i' that we have to look at it from a wider
angle and we should have a discussion on
all aspects of electoral reforms, and I
consider that the Bill that we are discus
sing assumes greater importance by way
of rejuvenating the democratic' forces in
our country as has been ably explained
by my veteran colleague. So I do
f not want to repeat; i do not want to
.over the same ground again.
Now, as has been mentioned, if 18 years can be
considered as a mature age for many other social
activities, many other social responsibilities, why
can't this

1434 RS—9. '
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be considered tor voting? This is a very
simple question that has been raised.

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO:
Not only social, but legal also.

SHRI M. A. BABY: Yes, legal also.
Now, for the last 40 years, since Indepen.
dence, we have been demanding it. The
youth organisations have been demanding
it.  Our Democratic Federation
of India has demanded it. The Youth Congress
has demanded it. The youth organisations
belonging to all the political parties or not
belonging to any political party hav, been
demanding it. Why has this not been
implemented so far? Now, some discussion
has started. My humble submission is that this
very s?.me Government should implement it.
Voting age should be brought down to 18
years. Why ha; this been mooted by the
Congress Party? It is with an eye to win over
the youth to its side by propagating it as an
achievement of the Congress(I) Central
Government. I do not want to take away that
credit from the Congress (I) Central
Government. I want the Congress(I) Central
Government to implement it because this i the
last chance for the Congress(I) Central
Government to do something, if you fail to
implement it now, then it will be implemented
by the new Government, a different
Government. This is my contention. If you
implement it now during the tenure ,f this Lok
Sabha, then the defeat of the Congress(I) will
be far more severe because politically-
conscious youth will be able to participate in
the electoral process. I hope that this will be
understood bv the country at large.

Unnecessarily a statemnt has been brought
out by my esteemed colleague from the other
side in relation to the Prime Minister. The
name of the Prime Minister should not have
been brought in here. I do not know whether
anybody from our side has spoken about the
Prime Minister. As he has mentioned
something about the Prime Minister, I would
like to set the record straight. My colleague
said that the Prime Minister should be respec-
ted. I do not have any difference of opinion on
that. Every Prime Minister of the country
should be respected. But unfortunately
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[Shri M. A. Baby]

something more has been added by my
colleague. My hon. colleague said that the
Prime Minister should be above everybody
else. I would beg to differ on this. There is a
certain category which is above the Prime
Minister or even above the President, I refer to
the people of this country. The people of this
country are above anybody who occupies any
office. This is our understanding. If somebody
considers that somebody occupying some
office is above the country and the people of
the country, the, I feel sorry for him.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, today the House,
in a united voice, demands that this Private
Member's Bill should be either passed by the
Government or the Government should come
out with an assurance that a legislation is
going to be initiated by the Treasury Benches
to give effect to this proposal. Fortunately we
are discussing this aspect now. So, it is an
opportunity for the Government to come out
with such a statement so that some formu-
lations which are circulating around in th,
capital can be dispelled. The Goevrnment has
accepted certain private Members' Bills. The
Government accepter in the other House the
essence of a Private Member's Bill and
brought out the no,, infamous Muslim Women
Bill. The Government did not have any
compunctio, to jump on that Bill of Mr.
Banatwala, and said, yes, we are going to
bring in a legislation. So, now the Government
is getting an opport. unity to prove that for not
only some non-progressive measures but for
some progressive measures also  the
Government is prepared to take up the essence
of a Private Member's Bill.

With these words, Sir, while once again
strongly supporting the demand for the
reduction of voting age to 18, I conclude.

Thank you, Sir.

A w @ fawa (39 y3AWM) ¢
TIANTSE, TEkEy § faw 97 I &
TEN WMT & A fagww wIAT SEAr
g f& mre mg ot AT @vErd
faaw o F Twr WY waw
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HE F o1 QA {7 TG &1 A1EAr qgr
9 AT F1 ¢ A< o T @ JeEr
T FgAT 8, A=< e w7 ¥ awar
g fasrd =1, @i 1 fow @n &
TRAT ¥ AWAT § TA ST E a2
FaAdT gawr gawm Sfifaw w@dr
TR TFIT A1 49 TiarHz § grow E
WG E | OHH S W R qd
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JERMT R "aﬁ wAF 93 ET w4
A ATVKSI AR, T FAwo
BFATT & (77 w747 & gurd §Tans
&7 TTH A GZ WA qTAT F, 9§ GOIT
BWATA &, 5 FOEA0 TG GO0 oS
qwedy w1 Tae 0 wgwt Feodg
qrdE AN TR qward 99
arfy 9SmE 2 1 ZH YT HIT
ST BT AT T 106 &
IEAT 74 A% faga, TR EAE N
AT ®T AWT T wear 1 THEAT
¥ wAT gR TeAl, qawt, agi, qEo
AFT woAr g 21 & ar aer wTEAT
Z 1 ‘tﬂ’wrf*:rqaaaﬁam &
ZRAT IAARE; BT 440 W1 W
T & AR § TR AE-AES WA
HRal & )

Al #@le dE@AITTO P
ITHATEAES 0, = ¥q TH9T qrg'aﬁr;
A @ ag wlaad (danam) fga*r.
1988 r—rrq% 90 T ATHT 326 W

: &
HAZTATHT K1 T 21 A § HAFC
arsfirsr
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FAZ; FrE A7, THA TH AE 71 FOE
D2 A wrEAT A faw T W
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IET Hef[ WETERA F F1E UETS FWT )
g fad gowrd; T2 £ & wiw T £,
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TEA FRISAE( TET 9 98 g f7ar g
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A1z 31 &7 gF 2T RT3
AT AT AT T 21 9T H 92T 18
F§ FTA XOATG F] A G R LA
FNETITR AT R AT 2 fdr 9
9 4 W &% 35 wro a1 favng w8
fpar 21§ w0 woway (= &ife o9
qFTT B BT SEST T )

(Amdt.) Bill,

G AL/ WOV EUTR IX AT Y
avh Wi fratar wrEar g fw of foesly &
Ui AW AA7 W w1 qifEat w7 0w
AEHA ZAT 4T A1 IAF 1% U aFA0
fear niar av Iy F wiow A
HICT AT FHE F | qE TATRACH
fodrd & ®am # & folt 21 29 & war
7 18 a9 AT Iy FW® T F H OF
W ¥ ) A EErEE 25 WAET
1987 FT WitT A7 wF7 | o7 U,
g, W, qE7 WAET We wEw A
AFTAVAT | WA T HOA Fer T OAGC-
zhsﬂ'ﬁl IN FRAT K & qrfEar
w1 AOEAT TAT AT | FTGF GTEN FKT A
'ﬂrmm g1, wfew ¥ =8 mvr
ma‘ifﬂ‘ilﬁ’rﬂml Em‘"trrf
vt 7 e fgear frar 1 w9 @ :imr\
%mmﬂqmlmm T "
o7 Heq TN WA T o 7 f ot
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3% FT50 FLH1CF FOF G0 FRY |
407 pu, AT AT ATHAR 57 A=
_ o Ereie 24 gar s AT
T A § AGANIR AH AT GO F
qaq @l A FE | ) F9TE I AT
FATC R0 70 A7 AR & §IT § 59d
FAT-TUT 18 5w F o7 fv qusr 3§
AE AR g | g wEwT &F IWI
Fat &1 T AqFw wa & deig g
® M 9T (73, AN HEET w1 A
&g sa% uw Het g @ & fase
& AET 95 T A@A W@ F
‘Reduction  in  the voting  age
from 21  years to 18  years.
AT AT F G-I TEaT o faT £
9 W1 A9y Foa Adi 2, Adqvwin w4 2
A4 gAFvzATarFEzar 7 w8 amd
F 4% SR T qWA v ody &, vad
3 & | A 48 SEdr g dead

P

D Alizs 0q - fEEsEs

X &

32 93T 3 .

BT AZ 1A% AT OR FT - wq I
wl &1 740 & qies FA1T 14T § 1T 9T
HUTAR WA S1(@d T wFEAT § 94A
G ar ot Argd A wwi g€ & sy AuHy
qEIa T |1 S 47 84 wIAH AW
wawA Zay & & g7 99 gare 737
A E 1 Sibh G99 § gL AT
T 1% @ g wfww § 0w 77 e 6t
W HT BIIR AR AT WG T i
T AW Rl SEAt g oW HE #

adt
age @1 gEw - oF g A TE &
f§ a1z7 Fr 0w 21 3§ & 927 FT 18
ad T @ oww g W1 mwEw
fta & =% 3@ g - fw
State funding of election expenses for the
Lok Sabha and Assembly elections.'

ag Y Ux FgF A wEE INa
gae g wF AfeT o & F A
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Zn 39 § v uw faeid wiEdl OF
sgr-fear wiedT Wi 9a7 ¥ feer
|/AT F1AT &, TN AT 7RIA 77 f@qHwT
T TIZAT & &Y FAET AT 74T fwaAn
% | uroar et ar | 97 oFqv ar
ag 47 Sar W wear gy fawi fad
&t da7 i X T AT F A T |
ag d Arenfor 2@ 2 1 WR wEH
F fadt gar3 & g oF vy a0
qaleq F447 SEE TAL & | 3O AR A
FIETE AT Graai SfEd | wdr v

0 EM (% Advaer 3 S § SRl
TAC T G EIT & AT WF qll
P2 &G W AV w47 T A #
OF TeATST BT AT § R &%
A4Y are waal T O T deT ® 10
A1, 15 AT KT 20 AT EF AT E |
T F9TT § ST R IIG qAr 8
HUT FEIT G99 miA d AW ¥ 623
aFaiar § | EHAT gew goal Arfen |
it Ay IRy & 9ae ¥ fpey
A W T & qW uIT wwiA A7
fazqs =7x a1 wIav & FfEm
s At ag7 At wd ¥ wrem aad
3 g TS 9% 7F WA, G50 ¥
AT wEF g, W W A8 agar ¢ T
q¢ § qiEf F awdd ¥ 7d 9w wr g
ag AT g4 TiEE FLAE AN w1 e
wifgd fp qaTsT WX BN FT FATA F
fad s se@r wifgd | 98 @gw

., FL ot gy el 03 8, ddwgd
qiferrie WX wEEHTs D1 71 T
AR P AT T | WA a7 wgvE-
wra® T fwdy wie w6 0T 3 £
war e F fedt o gug 97,

=Y A AFIN WG - TH A7
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A I &, i 1 ICA 217§, 5wa



267 Constitution

(s e megmTaT <F)

fpaar &= AT § WX AW &1 faear
AT gAT 2 ) R ES F) AT
wifgd | 3w oW § g2 g8re faay
mr qr fy T & qAra S g

wifed |
FHC GATE JE Hi 9T ¢

Pending grant of autonomy to Door-
darshan and All India Radio, making these
media function under the directions of the
Election Commission during the election
period.

27w Wi e F7 senr foveat
% vt & fordt g wfed s9ife an? aw
F HWEIT 2, HIT GATS AT GHET E,
Eﬁﬁmﬁf{mﬂﬁﬁfﬁ%?ﬂ
A g wifgd 1 wrs Wy &y ol
AT H a7 ¥ g qrEt qur § o6
THGT W geEl dvgdr qEl
wfaa w1 afardy fagm § swet ad
ety wal wmeal  wifgd,  SEa
qaTfa® gt 5T azar wi1fgd | wafed
AR (TR § are § W@ 9|y €
ATEH T 0 A5 & AT @ T
§ HOHIT FTEE ATC § qraAwr wWiied
TIT TAH1 WHe H WWl S |

I[E A9-TF

Fixation of term of the local bodies and
make elections constitutionally mandatory
at specified intervals.

Constitution of multimember Election
Commission by the President, in
consultation with the Chief Justice of India,

the Prime Minister and the leaders of

opposition, and formation of election
Commissions at the State level.

Tz A1 UF AATT TZF AT ¥ @R
T H 9gA W ZAT WAl ARrEd &1
A feamarar) AFEEEH A E
THT WG FATEAT 2 | B e A
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WAL T T A7 T FHL AN A AT
Hist F TFTAT F 1 FET UF MT
wWEw gEia 7 o & fF

Introduction of  electronic  voting
system for elections.

THRTAGAT WATATTE | EH FA §
ZAT 8 IER WE FWIG B W A UF
wHEHl FEEEATEl ¥ THE Ao
BT AT Aga £1 7F A gUT | THEI
Wi HTWIT T WG A H AT wfed
W% SEHT Tgrew weAl wifed | e
w1 qifew T9w & 999 &4 & ar @
ATEH AACE e qO & AET FT TE-
qTw F99 # IE0 T FHI WEAT OFT
# HwHE 7 )

»Ts WTaara 5 K1 (99% a2 &
qTHA AT4 £ 9F s ¥ 5% faat
T awwt f4g @Es a7 & aWe
qUET ST T T 2, AT Ao w1
steTfgs ¥ i 2 a1 $A1A HeA A
atEm e | g ol & A ¥ g8 76
F3d 7 48 dtwar & AgTE ) fawe
't 7 Fa1 fF 30 & weEew w4 & 2 0R
FAag F 1 &g Aroar g gwar €
APET WAL THE FIH T T HAIHAA
TrET W@ 2 ar fRT dternw ar 17y

1T ZHF TATH AT FT FE 1T G997

gar & & “gwwy FmAT &, &
W @A G oar WA &
WA A AL HAT 2, UE TATH 2, ¥
FETAT 2 |
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at g wizd # i awEa® ¥ 9=
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& dr gewe § ad agw 5 o=
1T F gepT——FT(16 A wALT
qATT I F ATIE FLET F, IAEY
ATH ¥ T{ IMIT AT E, TITA AN
7ii greTiinwfgrH WA &
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ot §a 3@ qRT  (IIT EIM) ¢
T JIIATETQ AL, AT FA
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FHET AT W7 XA wfad W g
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R ®L | 007 w3t 5 f5F faw
HEqra. & A AAAA Teiimg 2
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fadas aar wir 0z 421 2 717 ol
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TR ¢ uammrar-‘%l L WA=
fra fafs ®re g et o T gE
#1 syamy 9 #9F # a1 § aff afw
& AW AT Hades wnel R sqe 8
T T AT vdr wia g o
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7AW 7€ v dr 35 9 qRE TG
T KT #{ OEL 37 WERA AT, HOAT
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RAZAT A 47T 21 %7 § AT T 18
FF 7T EFAT KIET 1 WM <1941
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FEa € AT BA 01 wwaTyer ¥ oagr
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RIS Faq |56 w8 WA QAT |
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ZJ



273 Constitution [25 NOV.
safer  wrEoToume B FFAI
urfofiouse B wEA( T AW W
AR, SWEA ww G¥a g W

WIqT FT GFA T WIRG A4
W FEMFGTN  FL GFAl O
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SHRI SUNIL BASU RAY  (West

Bengal)- Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I support the

Amendment Bill moved by Malaviyaji.

it is none too late. It could have been
But that it has been brought

now proves that we are living up to our promises,

brought earlier.

that we are living up to the needs of  reality.
There is no doubht adulthood begins not at 21
ancient Indian
Actually
the fathers were advised by the law-givers to

but  much earlier. As our
saying goes, itis 16  years of age.

treat their sons on the attainment of the age
of

[ RAJYA SABHA |
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16 as friends.  So there is no harm if we give

our youth of 18 years the right to vote, the
right to decide the future destiny of their
country. It is on them that we must rely.
We must give them the right to think over their
present, to think over their future and to take
the reins of the country, of the Government, in
their hands. So this amendment to the

Constitution is very necessary. In our
experience in West Bengal and other parts of
the country where at the local government
level electoral rolls are prepared on the basis
It is not a

of 18 years, the result is good.

partisan question. It is not a question which
party gains or which party loses. In a demo-
cracy ultimately the people decide their
future, the people take the reins of Government
in their hands. No single party, no
that they are the

of the people of the

single leader, can claim
agents, sole agents,
country. It is a question of conferring the
right on the people. The Constitution was
given to the people by the people and therefore
it is our very sacred duty to give that right
not a

to them to whom it belongs. Itis

question whether the Congress Party takes
a belated decision or not. None prevents

them from taking a decision earlier.

They have witnessed in West Bengal and
other parts of the ~ country after extending the
democratic rights to the people of a lower age
than 21, to the youth of 18 and 20, the local
governments ar, running well and the result is
not bad, the result is good, the result is
promising too. So I support the Bill and I hope
that the Government, the Treasury Benches, also
will support it rising above any
again I Plead that thi

Bill should be passed unanimously. Thank you.

partisan

considerations. Once
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o< gy fas o @\l wag
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI H.

HANUMANTHAPPA): Mr. Subramanian
Swamy,

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO: I
was told by the Chair that r have to speak
after....

SHRi SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY (Uttar
Pradesh): You are a part of t'ne ruling party.
You come with the ruling party. Now, the
Opposition.

SHR1 GHULAM RASOOL MATTO:
Tam very much in the Opposition.

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY:
You come with the ruling party.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI H.

HANUMANTHAPPA);, 1 have called you.
Why do you worry?
SHRI SUBRAMANIAN  SWAMY:

Okay. {Interruptions)

Sir, I would like to congratulate my
colleague, Shri Satya Prakash Malaviya, for
bringing this constitutional .amendment.
Article 326 of the Constitution lays down that
the voting age will be 21. Mr. Malaviya would
like the House to make it from 21 to 18.

Sir, this demand now has gained a
fair amount of popularity, and even the Prim,
Minister and the Congress Working Committee
have woken up to it. Although they have been in
power now for almost 4 years, they never
thought about it. And suddenly they woke up to
it and hastily passed a Resolution that this
should be done. Of course, it has still not
been done. The reason for the posthaste in
adopting this Resolution was that the
Janata Dai's proposed ¢ programme—or th,
proposed Janata Dai's adopted programme—
says that the voting age will be reduced to
18.  And since all major movements in our’
country.. .(Interrupt tions) The proposed
Janata Dai's adopted programme, and also of the
National Front, of which you will soon become
a_ collaborator. . .

SHRI HANS RAJ BHARDWAJ; Mr
Swamy,  you believe so much in adop-'
tion. You have adopted a leader, you
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have adopted a programme, and you have
adopted... How many things will you adopt?

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY;
Whenever you become leader and cross the
floor, we will adopt you also. (In-terruptions
terruptions)

AN HON. MEMBER: You are very
liberal,

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY. Yes,
very liberal.

Sir, they realise that the major change in
this country has always been brought about by
the Youth. Mr. Jayaprakash's movement of
1974 which brought about a change in
attitudes was due to the youth. The opposition
to the emergency did not really come from
leaders so much as from the youth of the
country. And even in the freedom struggle, if
you look at the Quit India Movement you will
find, the youth were in the forefront, and
particularly those in the late teens. They did
not want the Janata Dal to get credit for it. So,
they hastily went to the press and made all
kinds of announcements. But they have not
come forward. No Member of the Congress
Party came forward with even a Private
Members' amendment. It had to be a Member
of the Janata Party, Mr. Satya Prakash
Malaviya, to bring such an amendment before
the House. So. Sir, I hope the House will
unanimously support with more than two-
thirds majority the amendment proposed by
Mr satya Prakesh Malaviya.

Sir. the most important thing to note is
that on the question of voting  age,

India is perhaps out of step with the in
ternational practice. The figures that
1 obtained from Mr, Malaviya show that
the International Parliamentary  Union
(IPU) tabulated voting ages for 55
countries and found that out of 55

countries only 14 countries had a voting of

21.  Ofthose 14 countries, most
itintries are like Cameroon and Bots-w ana
and a strife-torn place like Cyprus. Of course
there is one important country which is
amongst those 14 countries and that is Italy. I
suppose that Mr. Bhardwaj will wait till Italy
brings down the voting age from 21 to 18.

1434 RS.--10
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SHRI HANS RAJ BHARDWALI:
Hiily has already adopted him.

SHRi SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY; We
won't have to wait long because in the next
Lok Sabha election there will h« National
Front Government and the first thing we will
do is to bring this Government.

The Central Government is also out of step
with thg State Governments within India. For
example, in Karnataka there is the Janata
Government and in Andhra Pradesh there is
Telugu Desam Government, It was don, even
in U.P. when Mr- Malaviya was the Minister.
(.Interrupting) Do we have voting " West
Bengal?

THE VICF-CHAIRMAN (SHRI  H.
HANUMANTHAPPA): He says:
Voting".

SHRi SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY; So, in
West Bengal and in U.P. when the Janata
Party came into power there, in Karnataka
after the Janata Party formed the Government
there and the Telugu Desam Government in
Andhra Pradesh have the voting of 18 years
for the Mangai elections and the Panchayat
elections. It is not as if it is something
unheard of in India to have a voting age of 18
years. In Gujarat also when the Janata
Morcha was the ie and Mr. Babubhaj Patel
be-came the Chief Minister. (Interruptions) (
will stand corrected if you bring some proof
to show that. In fact, Gujarat always been a
very sensible place. In spite of the Congress,
they are quite sensible there. Therefore, the
Central Government is out of step with the
nractice at the State or local level. There is
nothing unusual or as if something lerrible
would happen if we had the voting age of
18 years.

The other important point is that if you
look at the total population and the age group
between ]8 and 21 years, it means that every
parliamentary constituency would have one
lakh more voters. If you look at this group as
a percentage, the highest percentage of
educated people are in this age group. It
means that by including this age group in the
voting
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population, you will raise the average
educated level of the voters in the country and,
therefore, they will be more enlightened and
more sophisticated voters. There cannot be an
argument that these people are not mature. If
you compare the rest of the population of the
country of the age of 21 and over and if you
look at the age group between 18 and 21
years, you will find that it is a highly educated
group, Eighteea years is the minimum age for
many other activities in the country where
there is a very big risk involved. For example,
you take driving. For a driving licence, the
minimum age is 18 years. Now, what greater
risk can there be? For getting into the Army, it
is only 16 years and by the time one is 18
years, he is in the field.

PROF. SOURENDRA BHATTACHAR-
JEE (West Bengal); But not a pilot.

SHR1 SUBRAMANIAN SVVAMY: You
can start even as a pilot at 18. He is very
much concerned about being a pilot.

PROF. SOURENDRA BHATTA-
CHARIEE; Why?
SHRI SUBRAMANIAN  SWAMY:

It is because he thinks that it is an easy
passport to Prime Ministership. I am piloting
the discussion, (Interna-tion), 1 am about to
nose-dive. I have only iwo more points to
make.

TUB VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHR1 H.
HANUMANTHAPPA): You can continue
next time. Now, Mr. Panja to lay Papers on
the Table.
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5.0 pMm.
PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

Notifications of the Ministry of Finance
(Department of Revenue)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI AJIT
PANJA); Sir, I beg to lay on the Table, under
section 159 of the Customs Act, 1962, a copy
each (in English and Hindi) of the following
Notification of the Ministry of Finance
(Department of Revenue) together with
Explanatory Memorandum on the
Notifications:—

(1) Notification No. 307/88-Cus-toms
dated the 25th November, 1988. superseding
Notification No. 57/87-Customs. dated the
1st March, 1987; and

(i) Notification No. 308/88-Cus toms,
dated the 25th November, 1988, having the
effect of withdrawing existing concessional
rate of basic customs duty on -certain
categories of iron and non-alloy steel
sheets, plates, hoops stripes.

[Placed in Library. See No. LT—
(785/88 for (i) and (ii)]

THI-: VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI 11.
HANUMANTHAPPA): Now th, House
stands adjourned till 11 A.M. on Monday. the
28th November, 1988.

The House then adjourned at one
minute past five of the clock till
eleven of the clock on Monday, the
28th November, 1988.



