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ESSENTIAL COMY TIES PRO-
CUREMENT AND TRIBUTLON

AUTHORITY BIL.

SHRI SURESH PACHOURI (Madhya
Pradesh): Sir, I beg to move for leave to
introduce , Bill to provide for the estab-
lishment of an Essential Commodities
Procurement and  Distribution Authority
to ensurc equitable distribution of essen-
tia] commodities at fair price and matters
connected therewith.

The question was put and the motion
was adopted,

SHRI SURESH PACHOURI:
in roduce the Bill

Sir, 1

CHILD WELFARE BOARDS BILL, 1988

SHRI SURESH PACHOURI (Madhya
Pradesh): Sir, T beg to move for leave
to introduce a-Bill to provide for the
establishmeny of Child Welfare Boards in
every District of the country and mat'ers
connected therewith,

The ¢uestion was rut and the motion
was adopted.

ZHRI SURESH
in rcduce the Bill.

Pna—

CONSTITUTIGN, AMENDMENT BILL,
1988. (To amend article 16)

Tl T oawE AWEN (ST
%3) ;. F gewem w0 § fRoarwa
F giadary w0 wIT AET FH I
fadas v qreatfer = #r @i
R J1T |

PACHOURI: Sir, 1

el - otm T mAN Y
The question was put and the motion
wes adopied,
5 gew g ATEHT . wERYT
& fadaw 71 gueatfs F%@T F )
L e
FINANCIAL RELIEF TO INDIGENT
PERSONS BILL, 1988
® @ SEW AWAW (I
, WBW) ¥ wewry Fvar g fv fRaw
' frmdt #Y fash Tga | AR
' geAEet famal %7 ST F A9
fagas & qraafm T xwrfa'
& Ay v T ET
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The queston was put and the motion
weas adopied,

aEEE T
qowE NEW MEAE o qERT
fasas 1 goEafog &% g

Financial relief to Blind persons Bill, 1988

off mm gmaE WS (IW
wew) : & urdig a1 g fw aed)
safaeut ®1 fae @ TIgd I WL Sy
fawal ¥ Su"y v T fgudE )
g TW F 0 WIHIT & ST
The question was p:af and the motzon
was adoprted.,
Y g S RHEE q’@?q’
§ fagms 7 geednicw FTEr g
Indian Pena! Code (Amendment) Bill,
1988.
st CHATW L1e@ (ITLNRE)
7 EETE T § fw v 7 €T ~1(<rr
F AR 4 ..ar =W T (gays &
GREGTTR T &0 HAfT 7 S |
The question was put and the motion
was adoepted.
M TR AW WX WRRE, §
fedgs * g?:wr&ra TEE
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CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT' BILL,

1988 (To amend article 326)

SR AW TR RIS (SHCAZT) 3
RTAANT TOFATETT &1, AW TG -
g7 fadas #@faam & w97 326 # -
amge Fw5 ¥ fav g A% g7 59
gafan & fF @Y =29 3w § AqTAml -
F A=W AT 2 S9% 4 FF 21
% % 18 ¥9 fFq s |

#qreggY, g fawa aga fat «
T W@IE "I 79 39 W 7 iz
AT q1, TH GHA FUET AGIAFTF
wfawr ot & wawami & fea
T AT ) Sageyr 39 WYy T
F1 OTE oft, IEF HIMT I ”T"E
FETAT AT, dlagiT FTAT TEATET
qEE T 1, A IT FAT 326 F raT
89 (&) @1 AT Tro HFISH 7 S¥

geqra w1 geqa fEar ar, @
TFeE 9qT 99 |qug dfagra w@aT
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[# |zA IEW qTAT7]

F gal 97 ganfs ¥ =1 § FUS-
AT 4 HAIT IT- JTqT §T FIE
faarr af gur, fav faare &,
faar Farcfana & adarmg @ ag
qEqrE TET w2 FA w3 fF I H
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2 fam g 9w THEAT F A 37
q AT atravrﬂ. @R F 5 fw oA9-
AT AT FATA AT AT 21 F g
18 3§ FHT faar ST |

IM H AYET
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AW fEA 5 WE WA A
AL Fr A9 W @ T FAIHEY
gfas FI7 F 97 F gAT @ &V
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TR, ¥ 1925 ¥ qgeY AT 39
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9\ IW A TIT B0 WA ATAA

SABHA |

(Amdr) Bill, 1988 232
X I+ FFF & g AT F o 35 Fae
& woaT ggAfy e737 F 47 AT g
TF AT GILIFTF! IR T AEER!
wiele 1 o7 guda fBacar o w0 art,
fagl Tgq & wsT Aq0 ¥, FIA
qEy A AR, @0 QST UL,
FT TIT F AT Iro TFAH, HirHAIG
AT oI X F g FA A
g w4 TF TFeIG & w0 TIEEAT
oAt faear, I W, IF FHAT F
Y | TA T A AIT F@FFAAT
frar fp atfas aarfas 39 3o |
grr arfgd 1 gz AW FAT
F fom wq e 3 a9 1927-28
¥ my FAE FAIS A AT 77 FHEY
A AWM GI—HATH AZE THET,
faegr mrga Y g FHS Fazeq ¥
8 FH2Y * Fifga Agtfamr & fmgra
F T o #wie Jq0 f@ &9
FUT Iead Fpar F FE ¥ WA
gfaard g7 1949 & AT 26 SwHF
1950 &1 &fFTA T gAr, qT &
B am & g Ifam A, sﬁ 21 ag
g F9T §, "IITwT mAc 7

AFAIL, TU Y37 4 & R S0
18 T ¥ AFL 21 ¥ F Fiy &
g, FAF W wAIFR Fraa =dgd
qF IX A@ Fi ggAAr & F WAl
g ¥ g 9 ¥ oM fveudo
mrefod ®1 AMAFTT T0 TGl
F #i% w9l T45 G0 35 ofwE
7T FUFAT rregfd @i g f5 1878
Fr fwasr ard 2, AdrfasT 97 A
F1 AT FAT waq VWIS Fi ?ﬁ«nr-
T 9@T § WA AT W SAAFET 7S
fF Fa HHTT i a1 gafaq wrwa 2.
% faatgs T FIAT AST i AH-
F7g WY ¥ Tagey I v aa'a? AT
2 F waw AT X fEEw @war
fa FR X FH AU T A AfRIR
gmas (999% § 981 g qerT
1 wEe FT qar Fifzgq W7 wia
&1 g &9 " JAIgor FE =J0fET |

AEFTL, AT FT 18 3§ & 75-
qiF &, T 93F ¥ fzaE ¥ fusmr R
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72 I, ﬁa g? Ta 2, AIAL WRET-
R m% faota qF &7 Tway
&7 77 g gaﬂ?n i 3% femare
faswT =T fETT U T IBW FEI
S1FAH faﬁ g fr' e 9Ef F ¥
FLAIT ﬁ*'g qIUF(, N HIGAR 3,
19 IT Fi IIH0 WG AT .

TR QA wET (Teq A
FEOT) . qETT FE TR

it 90 SFW AEAHT  IT TIA
FET & M GTE, TS wRT A,
HAST FET J 0T, . L {=EIW) .,
TR GE 8 |

nar s- -2 [

AT, &Y o7 *'r*amﬁ gitae
F F_AfEw ;N F 3EF W@
WA TER AIN TAUS F® A 6y
TEY & wTT fag awEr 7 faarand
3:«7“'.# ad ﬁm L L L

Tad T I 9% AREH WAMAT AT
s F wwr ¥ A § gy ¥
T TLFAT-ZAT AA T | THT TR
UF AIAE qﬁi’emmrml 39
-?m' G oE 0T AT alEd AT

a8 17 39 A7 | AGST gEAS
F Fart‘ta ¥ 7g3-Ast 3T WET A
TATM | IFX HIAY oW &Y o gay
NFIT T FAT T WG Faw
35T %‘Wiiﬁw wiETed
# 9w fmar  ogag 7d w7 oweg o
7z Fifewri<dl ¥ & gy w0 sy
HEEAT T fgar s wema
fAFE v fzar 997 |+ wWw wa-
fag &1 @1 @ & wAT 2 A2
EWH 97 IR aw ha a7 95 HAA
SRl WG Fad 19 T 40 | WEET,
& T atq a1 TmiAd IgT T @l
g HE 3 g Ai9Tw 18 g &
GIETE &1 o5 F A, 718 § 21
39 F® AT F ¥, AT IWF 99§
2N F AT gw oqr  IFEE WA ST
1 AT Faray, wET % %2 qT ST?'T
T, VKA FERXT B TR AZL
AT 38w % Awart w5 fafesa

e & warﬂmt fa’qr Rl Eutcill
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AFET, FF 78 301 T4 JHFLY
1 TwIE £ 2 fowd fr mfasre
FN WG 18 aY 2 | Wiwa, afEEm
AT ansEw-A|l  uw & dw @,
AT o7 3T fa'm: 2 faﬁ T
# S 18 AT F ATAA 2, AGFAT
¥ Fasr 30 {Fereiax &"{ IEFT AT
AT N F HawT g, Wa‘mt
¥ ST 18 a9 F FagaAw I ErcE e
B} T wEER W 2| e A
T Qe BT THETET T AT 39
deart 1 T, qH FAET aifgar 5
FHAT ATAT F[ GHT &1 A | AT
FL AT oW T aifwegis xﬁt
TSR UF ZHT 740 1@ TF7 |
ST, AW TR Fr‘r%m T A TE
=§:arq TSR F 18 IG F
ATTAMT F1 41T 3T 7 whywr £ o
=t oAwT & J oy feafs 2 AR
18 99 & FAI%% FT Tz 37 T
ifﬁ‘FﬁR Z 1

HFOET, S5 30391 m 1saq%
RAgFRT F1 qAEwT A 2, 7 §—
wifteat, % ==, w.feza | arasiy,
A (@, FSANLAL, B3, ermrﬁ‘err,
Tw e EI A, SutRfen fafew uie
faagaw, fFAdve, B, w59 391-
e feafeedd, sam dew foalem,
EA, WA, THNAS,  ATEOANE
Tifpeata (B 731 9T z), 9,
feafemw @re  Faqam,  =urfar,
AT FhIF, TS, Tqifad, AW
toafs=®, 7. UH.TH LR, BRIECES
Fres, 1-11323 o ac.rcs R,
Froreaiiaar, $va Fav, Su3, S,
T'Wfﬁtﬂfﬁ%m%ﬂm&fa:ﬁér
19 Ay Ay FF 18 aq F JWT &
Hﬁmﬂfw%lwmmqa
ge1 fe 2 sigt daw 16 =6 &
T ® AE T -wr HHFIT
TEHT TF I97 W & WEN AW A0 21
FT F A ® alT Tq @1 wEwT
&1 F fomw B § gg WAL MIEAT
g f& s fo= 0 &1 #9 {wweEr
T, F9% ST FT GCEHTT BIHIFAT
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qIfgd, TTAT F IT LA FT AGH 7970
T:fgT

SHRI M. A. BABY (Kerala): What
do you want to point out when you say
that we should not follow Italy?

SHRT SATYA PRAKASH MALAVI-
YA: I am saying that we should mnot
follow Italy in regard to grant of voting
right. We should change our policy and
reduce the voting age to 18, as Pakis-
tan. Bangladesh and Sri Lanka have done.

e AFgeaT, 79 39 2 f§ W
" 15 FAAT, 1988 A &Y ’@\ EC
¥ o gara foar 91 1 & nT g
F e F 4 AFFET FT TGN AT 0F
a1 wssirrrgcrﬁrm:r gey &
aem' gfgaee ¥ 3@ arg AT wvdr-
a7 fearon e sqmos &9 & TATa FTET
¥ Ao ST ST | i sgTYF
=9 A4E K4 T FMIT  A@
alg | Tr9E sty ¥ faw
/X @ss  gEd & fEg )
1985 & S Trexafs S ¥ FF AR
ozafo s 71 35 o w34 €, fedr
qoTe A1 AT gy &, afeT 1986
¥ wegufa St F FP A w
1987 ¥ 781 Fg1 %I IT a9 1988
¥ off Adf ¥& | TWFT AOAT I ©
fi§ FOFC HIT HUAES FT AT TF
3T 15 AAwAT, 1988 T Y T
EC I TR U o G I
¥ gz fzar 5 -

“The proposal for reducing the age
is presently being debated extensively.
This is being taken note of but no final
decision has beep taken.”

g Tz Fqr fEqr S5 T F, fadt
e # 7ea ¥ 717 Taw ¥ A
f§ a8 S 989 o WY §, 39 FIF
"y e frar | frew 25 a9 ¥ fpadr

AR FEFTR J ATeATEA fegr——aaat
W% Gfezery &3, S9q gl e,

dqR @t § ey gefq f,
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1988
IFgF A1 I, FoOfgg AGAT ¥, IAH
s ¥ ux afafr swd #f gey
ooy gegfa frar, afeq ws aF
araaT oy @Y dxgf a1 amw ad
fpar a0 | 1969 F & ;AT H
aifesr sfafs & are afswr sga
F 7 A7 AT IUFT FARE F QA
A7EFl ¥, awi fawr dewm ¥
gdafa o, g fokA, Svgiw weQa
fear a1 w9 ¥ woA "@eqia
12 AT, 1970 HT TFHT F FHF
gega ®T faar 1 degla o« f .

“The Commitee has given earnecst
consideration to the demand of the pe-
titioners for lowering the age from 21
years to 18 years. The Committee feels
thut ibere are mo valid reasons for de-
nying the right of vote to versons nbove
th age of 18 ycars, particularly when
for all other purposes of law they are
treated ag majors and deemed compe-
tent to hand]e their affairs. The Com-
mittee, therefore, recommended that
article 326 of the Constitution should
be amended and voting ags reduced
freom 21 years tg 18 years”

B r

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO:
Who wag the Chairman?

SHRI SATYA PRAKASH MALAVI-

YA: Shri S, Supakar, M.P. was the
Chairman of the Petitions Committee of
Lok Sabha,

P

1970 ¥ ATIFT 3T FAT ¥ FUAT
fodve 2 &Y T 1ot 18 99
To AfFA IF A=gfa & Fratad
o & fau #wwe F ooy o ¥
#re A TrAIFr 98 T | I9F AT
AAET OF FEA7 F d3g F T
gz BT TEH mwa afufe Far§ 7f)
sfY stz fagrdr arsdy Wy 3@ afaf
F eEd ¥ W1 THGE ¥ 3T gRT .
ST T § AT ATAFT FISFTON
AT FA AT ST a1 H &, ag Wv
IT TASY F qI@ ¥ HWIT T FAIY
T wTq, 1972 § wIAT dEgfa AT
T T FRE T AT FET A THFASYT
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F1 frafer g ot 22 97, 1971 %
AT UST @A T wuAr wgfa @
25 99, 1971 T 30 7, 1971
P FaZ( 95T F7 af WK S|
A JI Mg PRar § w3adr, 1972
 ® IF FUST J FAGEIG § ATAT
degfa @ & a9 99 & fF o«
AIMTFIT Fi WG & TWF0 21 39
¥ 9TET & 18 aq FLAT ATgh H1T
EOF I AGH g1 HEAWF §, §iAT
F qEAT &7 qEGA@ g

~The question of voting age bas in
recen; years assumed considerable signi-
ficance. 1t i5 well known that in Wes-
tern democracies the expansion of fran-
chise was slow, gradual and progressive.
Jreat Britain, for example, took ajmost
a century to arrive at universa] adult
franchise. In India on the other hand
the experience of universal adult fran-
chuise is only 20 years old.

“The question as to whether the pro-
visions of tne Constitution might be
amended with g  view ‘o reduce the
voting age from 21 to 18 therefore re-
quires serious consideration,

Some Members of the Committee felt
tha; if the voting age was reduced to
18 years. it would create innumerable
problems in the country. The size of
the eectorate would increase to a tre-
mendous extent, partly as a oonsequence
of inclusion of persons between the age
group of 18—21 years and partly be-
cause of the considerable rate of in-
crease of population, This would also
import party politics in the educationa]
institutions which would be 5 source of
“'sturbance at  regular intervals and
vould alsp detract the students from
their studies. Obove all, it would create
heavy financial burden on the exchequer
for hand]ing such a vast electorate.

Other Members of the Committee felt
that this measure will provide to the
younger generation a sense of partici-
pation in the democratic process. In
their view, there are no valid reasons
for denying the right of vote to the age
group of 18—21  years, particdularly
when for all purposes of law, they are
treated as majors and deemed compe-
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tent to handle their affairs.”
The Minister of Law and Justice

stated that Government had not taken
any decision in this regard.

Now thesc are ihe recommendations of
the Commitee. The operatlve port.lon
reads as under: . i

“Having considered both the above
viewpoints, the Committee decided that
the voting age shoujd be reduced from
21 years to 18 years. The Committee
therefore, recommends that the Art. 326
of the Constitution might be amended
accordingly.

Thig recommendation was made in Feb-

ruary, 1972, Now we are towards the
end of yea, 1988
L

59 FAC! F FECE] Tt TS FF
amp A fFAT w1 TEw AR
ZHY g | ol wcrwrrcrwaqaﬁﬁﬁr
TF QT A1 TH aad § AT s o
Tea ¥ @7 Padaw T@T AT TERE FF
AT 97 38 927 0 ag& g5 7 fFme
foasi g1 1 S9F IR A F §Uq
TrgFRE § Tt ST e e 39T ¥
Se %31 fa fag &0 ¥ gowe g
1T BT TFRE T fF 1839 &1
T F AT F1 TAGTT FT w17 377
Il |

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO:

Sir, he hus done good home work.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JAG-
ESH DESAI): Yes. very good home
work. SR

| )

st T W miwRm Ty
F A . A Tveas ¥ v g W
1980 ¥ ux frdas <@r | S9% @R
sy FEHY ATTAY G T 9T FrF T F
uF fadas w91 71X 97 gy A g
TR A Hrearaw feqr 9y q3v 7 fF gw
=HrEre 7 &z fogia =g & afe
TR IF I FrATFaA TE GHT |

wrer, faw wwdr @1 & forw
forat & oo sreqer afeg areg? & fard
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(S @ex a1 [I@da]

AIFAAF ST THIG ATVIT § faq77
fegrar 997 qradi g=fa e 9
fp Aqara # @y 21 A § g2™R
183 FT T A | ITF! qwa‘a‘t
wr & qgr TET E 3IGq far{-;r“,
qTHTY, a\asnan 4| TEF gIFd 9

L B TR 1 (P I EO
arIFgET A fE Qi 3. wadF T ot
AR FAT F A ¥4H TAFTE ITF 0@

¥, AT, WAV qAUA, AT &L L
s, §. 91, Ssdo feFRar 1975
§ §T. g A ot wEE A

fwe 4 g fad o wagmr A
A4 F gIg § v gegfaat &1 af
IARI IGIT & 9g FT GAIAT FZATE )

IpM.

“According to the present law, g per-
son gets the righy to vote when he
attains the age of 21. There is a
strong current of opinion in the coun-
try that the voting right should be av-
ailable on attainment of majority at the
age of 18, The Commi'tee is entirely
in favour of this change. While there
may have been some justification when
the Constitution was promulgated for
confining the franchise to persons of the
age of 21 and above, we do not think
that this provision is justiied anymore.
In many families the younger people are
better educated and better informed
than their elders. 1In rural areas, while
the older people are often illiterate, the
younger generation is able to read and
write. Moreover, in recent years, youth
all over the country ure becoming the
vanguard and catalyst of social trans-
formation I: is desirable that their

_ idealism should be adequately reflected
in the legislatures, We are, for these
reasons, of the view that the franchise
should be extended to all persons at-
taining the age of 18.”

argar%f\'a?ﬁ?%ﬂ'ﬁmw%ﬂtﬂﬁfa
T A ara Wt adt ) e wed avg ¥
‘urg # 0 3EN  AYEAIIE STATET AT
TN F AT § U AT TAT AT AR
TR TTHT T T w9 FaAT
™ AT 18 WA, 1975 ® | HH
1&g § FId FAAT I F A JAH
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aftufs ¥ | afF AEA B AET
TF HTIR  qATE qETY FE A
T AT A aTrq 219 & (7 7 feur
T3t A7 | AF GAa & A Fatfw
T A qla FT AT TG ST L0
ST NPIT AIZT TARAT FHAFT 4 30
IEW A1 3 §@ § w4 wgafa o
# i {7 A7g@E & LG TIET
18 a4 FL &1 9AT I({@a | THA-
qAd w7 4AE zrrq‘r«r SIT F 979
HqA Hﬂifcr qsidt < WK 28 r.ra
1988 FT S xrcrarrtmrwm*e
T xrrnmr#ﬁﬁtwm H‘aﬁ \
qgats =Hw % & fF wIREC 60w
g7 FT 18 §F w B G T (i -C
INE( Tg TR 4T ¢

“Cn voting age the Commission has
stated that of the 39 countries tisied in
the publication ‘World Atlas of Edu-
cation’, only in three countries (india,
Bo'swana and Cyprus) the minimum age
is 21 vears. In Japan it is 20 years.
In the remaining countrics including UK
and USA the minimum voting age is
18 years, The Commission has further
stated that if the voting age is lowered
‘o 18 it would be a recognition of
the maturity of the persons ip the age
group of 18 to 21 who are mostly lite-
rate and have a part to play in poli-
tics.”

This is what the Commission said or
recommended.

qEAT, ARG JqRA  F=fqqQt
T ford 0g @ g FF AL AT
are ATy faan & & 7 oew A £
HT T3 JATE 7 O Frme FT @
g | ST a5 fZRim g
g afes ad gua § 8% o7 @
%%mmwawa&*ﬁ 1A
Fqi T& fFar A ? r-mramrwrr-
FIT 1 ﬁa‘aﬁvvg"r*? o{ F
fors T QT AT AW R S 5T | IR
Wﬂ?q@wquwww%m
qT AT ATHY I@ T7 AT Iq AT F
FAT FAT FIT F T, a”r 0w, U
7eRE ¥ T 19 W, 76 71 g
IR faar 4t |
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“The Government appointed a Com-
mitiee under the Chairmanship of Dr.
Karan Singh to examine the whole mat-
‘ter. He submitted 3 report containing
. points which were very much in favour
vof reducing the age.”

7% TE FAS A1 fsmw T S,

M S H F AT TR |
q% q’:c::( Y7 4971 .
“Bu¢ at this stage, especially when

the Joint Commitee on the Election
Law Amendament Bill is considering it
and when the whole question of amend-
ment of the Constitution 15 being con-
sidered, let us wait a little longer. It
, is not as if the Government is against
"it, Certainly the sentiments of the
House, the weighty arguments which
have beern advanced and the general opi-
nion in the country is in favour of
this amendment or change in law. All
these factors will be taken into conside-
ration and at the appropriate stage it
will be considered.”

v AR} ag T w4 wwat ¢ &
ag at ewfd w7 7w 3 i fow il
AR Wt%ma—s’r-ﬁ"rm
'FY 2, aFEaEs g R g1 wR
&1 198011’(‘( 1984$ﬁa1a'a>mvn
wawwm:rgl g9 1980 FIX &9
1984 & Smur 7 § uw  H
- FME OE  TE AW A ST ¥ oag
et wEt fean £ wamami # ww
21mqam18wmawﬂmﬁ|
g TR MWU-TE 1980 FT €, TR
=Y 9 T qgr, ATRR AR I Ay
wg ¥o fam s, afew sad awl
cruﬁrra*er.@rsﬂugaar erﬂmﬂéf*
AIATE 0 WG 21 AT T HITHT
18 a8 FT & w1Z 1| TG AT
31 qeel %7 & AT F0g aef § T9ax
|§ & TowT wwErET &1 TEE FE Y
T@ 91 @7 qraar T e o & fe
mma’uﬂqwzlwﬁr 18
atsrgqml g YR § gE|

TEER qTAY A SOOI AT T
Tt & wwa T 2
?lwaem 1984 YT AT ATSVT

st Tt

it < YT WY T Tve
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T AT A 25 GSH FTE | ZAA
Hraga gaaa f5a 193 @R FAT
64 HIZHF, TG HAAT JTUTE g |
TEA o1 T W TG ar A FA G '3
fa Faramn #1 5g T 1838
FO R WET EfAd @ 2w FY
SATT FT HIAAAT HT TATET 9T FATAT
[IY, S AIF TG AT E ) gD
afrt ST 9 &7 | 1977 &7 -
o & 1 3EE Tra= AT TAT o7 fe——

“To introduce electoral reforms after
a careful consideration of suggestions
made by various committees, including
ihe Tarkunde Commuttee, and in parti-
cular consider proposals for recall of
errant legislaters and for reducing elec-
ticn costs as wel] as reducing voting
age from 21 to 18 years.”

F ug o 3w fF arefe $530
T 1 THE! TE FAr | 5Ew 4
¥ 1980 FT FATT gHT | T 1980 F
AT SO T A e M g
ﬁqamaﬁ'(mfarqﬂqiaaaituw
IATE TG0 T FET——

“The Janata Party in itg 1977 mani-
festo announced its intention to lower
the voting age to 18 years. Before it
could amend the Representation of Peo-
ple Act in this direction, the President
dissolved the Lok Sabha. The Party
will carry out this change on resuming
office.”

T 0% § wId SEar aret
g9 1984 F IATT 9IG 9 A F=1 fF
18 a9 ¥t 7Y F Fa AR AR A-
Tt &t wiawr< faay srg 1 wrEaTn
Y ot U wifwfa § geww ¥ wIowe
d AT ST 9l & qedel g | 9
7€, 1986 FT YT WAl & I8 &

'mwaagqe’r‘@—rrs@rmfr aﬁfz:r

qst &, == AT -

“Voting age musy be reduced from
21 years to 18 years.”

"o U A9 e F AT E | AT
®eq 71 gt FEE g § o
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gryor qrefre #3ET F 9z 2 T oY )
IS B $ 71 & FAFT F 3@ A9
wT FraaT fFar waT § & agswEn #5y
M 21 79 FIETHFT 18 T8 FL& 17
SHT FTHFH AT 54 &~ '

“Votirg age wil] be reduced- from 21
to 18 years.”

£ q FOE FA T ot awefig
€Y ARG ¥ FA TS W S gy
& o Y T AT FegT AT g1 aAfee
# 25 THTT TR A1 Huq AT FmT
g fo st afvefes aex 8, Clomfaw
G g R AT qA F /T 67X &
arz o 5@ seArEs &1 9f W@
ar W & & safaw fRadw @t
qiga g i 1s g F afeedaqr
¥ gU FH  FH W AT 97 iR
FTF A A AT A7 § FI & 37 F
18 T & A FY 53 & HWArFT oA
¥ ¥ zofd 30 TeawY, 1988
& g ST AT IZI FIT A R
g —

~—18 99 & dftF § =7 § ;w09
g & ford S AlerEaT R uwy 2
AfFT ol FTHTX RS 9T qwd

~—18 T F oF = fqarg F1
FAT &, W AT T § WA A A
& TEdy |

T 18 a7 F & TT MT FX 37
gt s (W Y B &) e
TFT § AT gy wArtaErT A £

—aaer Ay fAw mmd g,
qaTe U aFar g, TF 395 ¥ &9
W gT FT AATHFT qHT &, WT SF A
QAT Gl FHA & T 18 T F¥ 17
TTFE ST WS AF g7 A7 faeme /et
WIATTATE 9T qEL G AT TS |

T T Figar 71 Kigq-
terg sfR dfear arawt Y SgT w%
GIHT W A AA 18 AT FY WG A
g % gt £ @ AT waETE
g |

!
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TWE AT, WEAT, agE ¥
Tq F g faedt 18 af & omg & -
qI F1 3ga & AFT  (swmena)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JAG-
ESH DESAI): A; tha; age you can buy
and setl property,

SHRI SATYA PRAKASH MALAVI-
YA: Yes. Sir,

U would like to quote the Cinematograph
Act

“An adult is a person who has com-
pleted 18 years of age.”

it is alsp defined in the Act. The re- F
levant portion in the Indian Majority Act

. SEyS:

“Suject a; aforesaid, every other
person domiciled in India shall be deem-
ed to have attained his mojority when
he shall have completed his age of 18
years and not before”

Then as you know there is the Hindu
Marriage Act. In tha, there is a pro-
vision that: “The bridegrocm should have
complete] the age of 18 years.”

There are so manv laws and I don’t
want to go into the details, ;’

Tafar ¥ frdew & fF ag Tgw
TWANK 25 Gy A &1 @2
T quw d aw W@) § ooy gew
¥ A1 77 =TTV |

fafe g same wea o7 § v wet
(= grow ArTETR) Mo v T
@ T 18A% ey warf

st wew TR Al M
TFR F7T AT o Fhaim
qw frda YT oo @7 e
afrrmy & TAvE A7 @ w@r 2
(zaxerr)
| gax wrEm sy off, ¥
9 AT A AR T 1977 % Tn7

WE I MIATREY s2fem ? gy
R AR Frar gu Fon Whe )
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st g TN WIS - {T SEH
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FW E 1 ggy § aiwg b afwq 1g
SR CIRE Tl

oY gROW SeET . odr a1 6
B & e w3 a4 fraEad o sy
|enaar & F Hr@r 86 1 wrdA qA%
\ﬂar faa &

A AW | w@AAR AT o
g€ = ¥ wq Wy Afsy wT wiq
AT F WG AT FRA T FGASA HE
LI AT T g9 ZW 4T G0 @
LENSH I C I )

| S gRTIS W : Y QAT AT |
! =t g g Aedg o q fEw
RG] u' @ o wIwiT g
Wt & Aw st 2 5 g TUEs-
g a4t @I T s slean wHET T oy
ST wuE wmE 9T o gegla F1g
T IHFT S F#F ) faudw
frfeT ?r\r fred ¢ w7 ¥ WY @
1 WE & el arewifen a‘T T
¥ o=y omom ¥ ogam @ o
awAtfrs T ¥ gaw ¥ &Y oA
aF R ww fieT wwAd gF F
ufeqw fad Sg el St 7 T
UF qAIF II(AT AAE AL §
Tty &I F far 1 @ s /Y
Wt ¥ 9w 7ar fv oaga @ Mer
qA@ WA H 5w AR & fag
g A qrn | Afew 48 aa
'am @ v oAl EE w@ F o FArT
(gr%fra'ram«m"ré( )
. Sqgwiead (=0 waw 39) ;&9
raeT # g21 g SR ES wET 9T WAL |
'\ Nt AR WEE™ Wy ST
ggmn A # Aifewr & faw s
Fa:ravr feetr o et |

Y e S AT - N T X
ne frar ar o wsara ofr ¥ Aifewr
g & (sraem)

qaay fovarg @@l agr & &
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sl o W AADD ;. qq AW
Y 9T g fH (918 &1 35T SlAr
& e favel a8 {1 (aqena)
§ Suldi Wy AAT 9N | e § A
faggs =7 @ w1 f¥ &« &«
g7 fovar T35 e U FH aw &
Sy & % e FO 3w AW W
fagis &, <@ M & Ajaadl A,
18 F§ & d1% % Alaadar 7 afwere
fgar &, #=od Gﬁ"‘n ﬂ L1 o
T Far &0 3% o R @
[GECT) Farrqr qr f& fua'?*'ntz”rzr ¥ai
g Fig g s 9.8 WS F 73w 45, wiEa
%1 ST e & | TEies wa w9
TN FEAL g 2 a1 IAwT i
#t 7| gafqu S W1 mvEIT W
g TR W3w v ey ar ¥ ¥ 9ad
g€ A ferga@ 0 wfgd ) F@
F AT E WEaT | 1971 § F9F
FY gygdT ¥ oF AT Oy fEan
g7 WT T1F qE FH Fvg qFIT
& aig 99 fagr a7 f& 1859 &
T wy e fereme @ sifew | weasT,
IHT VBT ¥ ST NI OTE T HFHIT
off, TR AU qET I WEy war ©
Iq FFA O AT WEF AT 4T
o7 Qg g IO /W F 18 I
& qmt Fror e fawa, fefese
IR #ixfom ofwg & I7a O &
I aafoxm ¥ fazr wmooo o
aoft off 997 3T wEw § U §
gt fee g g 18 =0 F @,
wod wdifusT w1 S fwar #wn
A FI7 | FRATE T FqEF: T A
Frar mEt F TR & AT gt W
18 I = F AQfEEwT T
T\ T g AR T Usw & Fw
oy 2, owirm wqwW ot § WA
Y e @ nPOw A W g, @Tard
oq 7 W, 3R gwe ¥ W 2
A wreagT, § @ FT @ aQr
fig Mfew Tt @ W9 FT ofww )
swawe o ¥ Moy gwdi g sE%
e weTA Wy S § afew Fnd,
frare fandt g w9 frne famd
o @A ¥ T & W | AVTE
# feqaa feam ar fF & 1985 &,
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(%1 HegF T AIHAIF )
ITAT | e i 7 ArEr fwaoan

ar Hoam T ir\.%‘ AT Fra0T {7 5 Hee
F qrsw ufgiww € ¥ I0F #9199
F eaiqa GOGT {0, QI 790 20
qh AF TG AT AFRE | AIEE S
'Y HAF T R AT IFATF WAR
g T Ao g . {(zmam) . .

N FuvA g WS 4T
EC) mrq"rmr ¥l g AT SIAe HE
ECiiE G g far frgrrrssTs § @rasw
FFg@E g fx w9ar & 7 W q"
gy 7 Jorae BT w4 AR F SHWC

TR B g Tl d 0 e Niel g
T oFm 27 T g a1 fEgmw
¥ Far g 2

= Wq AW RADNG © To TITHT
aqra?wr% gHar UF gra g, T
g femr @i § 1 RWmw %€ 0 R
(z@Fer) Fa7 BT 43 AT (HINT )
§ 78 frags swEw (wrauw)

I can lay it on the Table of the House.

This is presided over by Mr. N. T.
Rama Rao and Mr V. P. Singh is the
Convenor,

st FaTre Wrg™ : oar J9 8
w0 AT AT gUT AT
a8 ot famefr w7 I o AT E
sA B (TAFL)

=TT AR TR HRAR © TCHATETST
@t A g awfs 3 (s@EaE)
HET IUR dg= arfat* | =T ar
gaafy =@ 2wy &

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JAG-
cannot be laid

ESH DESAI): No, no. it
on the Table of the House,

st Ay TEIR AR . qQrET,
7 fraeT s a1 (A2aA)

PROF, C TAKSHMANNA

you want? The only thing is
will not he prepared o accept it

Governmert. Tt has go*
- gramme. There is a mandate.

{Andhra
Pradesh): This is the manifesto. What do
that they
This
National Front will unseat this coontry’s
a nationa] pro-

[RAJYA SABHA ]

ESH DESAT):
Uinterruptions) . . .
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THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI JAG-
I; is wishful thinking. ..

Y gaNIA Mg - By ¥ FE
§ oanT v g WG IR OH A
G

o) dW SHW WS ;o a7
feq ag fadas v 7@ a1 fo #1949
7T v WRgT™ S @®7T ¥g ©ev
&1 {5 awagw w195 @ar wE7 9
(=)

Hi gaus  WIRAS
wT qg7 TifRfeen 93
WO ST AT g A | WIT AT
wd #F ma ¥R E c;%f & g
Far % | &1 fafguee mwaa'ﬂ:gw |
;e FAHT qE 7 TG FTIF £ 7
qgy 97T WY TE FIT | MaFy DT
ART F £ AT dV WO FOAT NA T7
A e w7 fw Ay gw ¥ feo oaar
fpar | (smmaw) w7E &1 oo @dl
FFREA FY | (qFEW)  FH T
T WMT FAT WY 9T Ay Fid
. (sT=a;=)

=1 TR NE WA . 7F,AT7
ag fagea frar  f& (swum)

AU MW ;T e
Ut widf F fegn (wmuw) s

@R Fng feur & (a@wwa)
st @ e ATER 45§

T 9% 2 (swum) T Hf
agr 97 FB ANT-9F 9F § { TH
wrn ST wiE i g (srerermar)

RO WIS - F AT Fe
g a=t A

ft g qww Aedg 0 G T

g & AT @& ¥ ar 7 1985 ¥

usgafa & mfaraw ¥ a1 g g9

e

Mr, Malaviya, T have got tremendous res- h
pect for you.

B
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TAE AT FOANER & F fou
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Fiag 1@ foaF mgen o wreETa
syt & famy uwg Jar, I F
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& 937 8 Emurr FIAT |
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&) gft fag (3vwsdw) :wradia
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A FTATRET F) TIIT BT IR B
ATT AR BT AFGSE T FRAW
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Shri M. A, Baby: Mr., Vice-
Chairman, Sir, first of all, 1
would hke to express my unqualified

support to the Bill brought forward by
my respected experienced and  veteran
colleague, Shri Satya Prakash Malaviya.
Unfortunately, before [ join issue with
my respected colleague from the other
side on the points raised by him he has
quit the House, perhaps fearing what 1
will have to say.

[RAJYA SABHA ]
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Sir, in the course of his speech, he
made certain points.  Sir  should I
reserve my comments till he comes back?
Anyhow, for the sake of record, | would
like to mention something regarding the
commitment of the Congress (I) Party
to democracy, That was the main
theme of the speech of my colieague. Re-
gular election is the hallmark of  any
democratic process. I wanted to know
from my respected. colleague, for how
many yearg elections have not been held
in the Congress (I)?  If elections  are
to be held in our country certain proces-
ses are to be followed. The Election
Commission is there,  They have tO
announce the elections and all that. So
far ay election within Congress(I)  is
concerned, that is the internal matter of
Congress(1). If Congress(I) is com-
mitted to democracy, then Congress(I)
should hold elections to all committees
and to all offices. If my information
is correct, for more than 12  years—I
stand corrected—for more than 12 or 13
years there has been ng  election in
Congress(I)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
GESH DESAI)-
this?

(SHR[ JA-
How is that relevant to

SHR] M. A  BABY. My learned col-
league spoke of the Commitment of
Congress(I) to demwocracy. So unless
one has an amazing quantum of hypro-
crisy. one cannot speak from Congress
benches that Congress(I) is committed
to democratic process, What is  the
commitment of Congress(I) to the elec-
toral process of our country? We know
what happened after the elections of
1971 between Mrs,  Indira Gandhi, for-
mer Prime Minister, who is no more,
and Mr, Rajnarain. What was the
verdict of the Allahabad High Court? [
do not want to go into all that, T am
just  reminding my learned  colleagues
from the other side who go on speaking
about the commitment of Congress(I) to
democracy and electoral process to have ~
a sincere introspection,  When the Alla-*

habad High Court came out with  the
verdict. . .

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRj JA-
GESH DESAT): The Bill is very much
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limited,  The Bill is not for that pur-
pose. It is only for reducing the age
from 21 1o 18,

‘ ~ ' N L.

SHR] M. A, BABY:. I am coming to
the Bill. If you can allow me ] want
to discuss some wider issues relating to
electoral reforms, So  following  the
Allahabad High Court verdict, having
failed to obtain an unconditiona] stay
of the Allahabad High Court verdict from
the Supreme Court ap electoral reform
was brought in with 1etrospective effect
so that the period of 1971 can also be
included, All of us know about that.
To get out of the lega] nuances of the
then electcral law and to circumvent the
verdict of the Supreme Court, before the
appeal was taken up in the Supreme
Court this electoral law was brought in
during emergency  with  retrospective
effect.  This js the commitment of Cong-
ress(1) to electoral process in our coun-
try, 1 do not want to speak about what
happened in Tripura, This has  been
discussed time and again. My colleagues
have spoken about booth capturing by
the youth and all that. Of course, the
youth participate in  booth  capturing,
alsp, The youth participate in many
anti-social activities of our society, un-
fortanately.  That is the plight of our
society, - And the youth are not alone
in thﬁt. Old people also participate in

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JA-
GESH DESAI). That is correct.

'SHRT M, A. BABY: So we have to
deal with that problem separately, This
is a socia] problem. So my " argument
is that we have to look at it from a wider
angle and we should have a discussion on
all aspects of electoral reforms, and I
consider that the Bil] that we are discus-
sing assumes greater importance by way
of rejuvenating the democratic forces in
our country as has been ably explained
by my veteran colleague, So I do
not want to repeat; | do not want to
cover the same ground  again.
Now, as has been mentioned, if 18
years can be considered as a mature age
for many other social activities, many
other social responsibilities, why can't this
1434 RS—9. ' '
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be considereq for voting? Thig is a very
simple question that hag been raised,

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO:
Not only social but legal also.

SHRI M. A. BABY: Yes, legal also,
Now, for the last 40 years, since Indepen.
dence, we have been demanding it, The
youth organisationg have bzen demanding
it. Our Democratic Federation
of India has demanded it, The Youth
Congress has demanded it. The youth
organisations belonging to all the political
parties or not belonging to any political
party have beep demanding it, Why has
this not been implemented so far? Now,
some discussion has started. My humble
submission is that this very some Govern-
ment should implement it, Voting age
should be brought down to 18 years, Why
hag this beep mooted by the Congress
Party? It is with an eye to win over the
youth to its side by propagating it as
an achievement of the Congress(I) Central
Government, I do not want tp take away
that credit from the Congress (I) Central
Government. I want the Congress(I) Cen-
tral Gove nment to implement it because
this ig the last chince for the Congress(D)
Central Government to do something, If
you fail to implement it pow, then it will
be implemented by the new Government,
a different Government, This is my con-
tention. If you implement it now during
tha tenure of this Lok Sabha, the, the de-
feat of the Congress(I) will be far more
severe because  politically-conscious youtp
will be able to participate in the electoral
process. I hope that this will be understood
by the country at large,

Troay 0

Unnecessarily 5 statemnt has been
brought out by my esteemed colleague
from the other side i, relation to the
Prime Minister. The name of the Prime
Minister should not have been brought in
here, T do not know whether anybody
from our side has spoken about the Prime
Minister Ag he has mentioned something
about the Prime Minister. J would like to
set the recorg straight. My colleague said
that the Prime Minister should b, respec-
ted. T do not have any difference of opinion
on that. Every Prime Minister of the cotin-
try should be respected, But unfortunately



259 Constitytion
o K0 BRI

[Shri M, A, Baby]

ol Tt

something more has been zdded by my
colleague., My hon colleague saig that the
Prime Minister should be above everybody
else. T would beg to diffey on this, There
is a certaip category which ig above the
Prime Minister or even above the Presi-
dent. 1 refer to the people of this country.
The people of this country are above
anybody who occupics any office. This is
our understanding, If somebody considers
that somebody occupying some office is
above the country and the people of the
country, then I feel sorry for him,

Mr. Vice-Chairman. Sir, today the
House, in 4 united voice, demands that
this Private Member’s Bill shoulg be either
passed by the Government or the Govern-
ment should come out with an assurance
that a legislation is going to be initiated
by the Treasury Bencheg to give effect to
thig proposal. Fortunately we are discus-
sing this aspect now. So, it is an opport-
unity for the Government 1o come out
with such a (tatement s that some formu-
lationy which are circulating around in thg
capital can be dispelled. The Goevrnment
hag accepted certain private Members’
Bills, The Government accepteq in the
other House the essence of a Private Mem-
ber’s Bill and brought out the now infam-
ous Muslim Women Bill. The Government
did not have any compunction to jump on
that Bill of Mr. Banatwala, and said, yes,
we are going to bring in a legislation. So,
now the Government ig getting an opport.
unity to prove that for not only some
non-progressive measures but  for some
progressive measures also the Government
is prepared to take up the essence of 2
Private Member's Bill.

With these words, Sir, while once again
strongly supporting the demand for the
reduction of voting age to 18, I conclude,

Thank you, Sir.

'
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Pending grant of autonomy to Door-
darshan and All India Radio, making
these media function under thg direc-
tions of the Election Commission dur-
ing the election period,
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Fixation of term of the local bodies
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- mandatory at specified intervals.
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SHRI SUNIL BASU RAY  (West
Bengal): Mr. Vice-Chairman Sir, I sup-
port the Amendment Bill moved by
Malaviyaji, It is none too late. It
could have been brought earlier, But
that it has been brought now proves that
We are living up to our promises, that we
are living up to the needs of reality.
There is no doubht adulthood begins not
at 21 but much earlier, As our an-
clent Indian saying goes, it is 16 years
of age, Actually the fathers were ad-
vised by the law-givers to treat their
sons on the attainment of the age of
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16 as friends, So there is no harm if
we give our youth of 18 years the right
to vote, the right to decide the fature
destiny of their country. It is on them
that we must rely. We must give them
the right to think over their preseat to
think over their future and to take the
reins of the country, of the Government,
in their hands, So thig amendment to
the Constitution is very necessary, In
our experience in West Bengal and other
parts of the country where at the local
government level electoral rolls ara pre-
pared on the basis of 18 years, the re-
sult is good. It is not a partisan ques-
tion. 1t is pot a question which party
gains or which party loses, In a demo-
cracy ultimately the people decide their
future the people take the reins of Go-
vernment in their hands, No  single
party, no single leader, can claim that
they are the agents sole agents, of the
people of the country. It is a question
of conferring the right on the people.
The Constitution was given to the people
by the people and therefore it is our
very sacred duty to give that right to

them to whom it belongs, It is mnot

a question whether the Congress Party
takes a belated decision or not, None
prevents them from taking a  decision

earlier.  They have witnessed in  West

Bengal and other parts of the  country
after extending the democratic rights to
the people of a Jower age than 21, to
the youth of 18 and 20, the local govern-
ments are running well and the result is
not bad, the result is good, the result is
promising too, So I support the Buill and
I hope that the Government, the Treasury
Benches, also will support it rising ahove
any partisan considerations. Once again
I plead that thig Bill should be passed
unanimously, Thank you. -
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. [ s Fag srwarfaan) o fam = 90 §Wew ST IifEa
o< ag fas org giaT sifgd | ag

N, a7 geF) IRdfF gWmw | THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI H.

M afgsR &40 5§ fgar s1 wawar HANUMANTHAPPA): Mr, Subrama-

8?7 wa Ay ofr aifen & ufewr nisn Swamy,

faar =n Kl g| W gHIX aqn SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO:

qw | 91 T aw & iy I was told by the Chair that [ have to

T & s sed 31 dfadeEs B ogg speak after..

TG A FE g4 Gge g % faur SHR] SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY

g fF ug amoy &t g wele Aey g, (Uttar Pradesh): You are a part of tohe

R wifeqr &1 W 3a @y ux ruling party.  You come yvith the ruling

fa=1T Fvar iﬂfgq fz: Tadr 39 W party. Now, the Opposition,

F SN OHA GET AET gET R SHR| GHULAM RASOOL MATTO:

-\;r{ﬁ' THIY W ¥ AYILWI F I8 HN. I am very much in the Opposition.

TN wRAS A1 Fifaw A1 F ) W SHRI SUBRAMANIAN  SWAMY:

3 (& sy & fUewr 9w I You come with the ruling party.

" uR i_“i__"ﬁ.“‘%‘_ We gl W Sy THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHR; H.

wEm mEw g ofr @ WA uea HANUMANTHAPPA): | have called

q.T‘,T('a WE 9N q fﬁ‘?ﬁa' Hv you. Why do you worry?

I gs? gs 47 § o7 gAsr "rE

ST \ . SHRI SUBRAMANIAN - SWAMY:
el B mre Aifeg Ee 4y osw |

. o Okay. (Interruptions) - r
= te ~ ~ o R |
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Eﬂ‘q _1(1 e ‘?Ea; ?' jﬁg a’:' %fq:( colleague, Shri Satya Prakash Malaviya,
§ ‘Qﬂ ?ﬁ \QTTTH'M gl WTH THE for Uringing thig constitutiona] .amend-
CIECIRY a2 WT\ zfgare gara fag ment.  Article 326 of the Constitution
IS AT 3N S gl g gy lays down that the voting age will be
YEl & gsies ¥ w9d vl & 21, Mr. Malaviya would like the
CHIRETE TR T FE o Funt fam House to make it from 21 to” 18.
HR SEF Q19 &1 GEALT ¥ GHe Sir, this demand now has gained a 3
#iv «r ar g U7 9% awe - faoer fair amount of popularity, and even the
T AErey o e ST =T ST Prime Minister and the Congress Working
FAt%T F FRT G§NF 9T /AT FV

s 1y Committee have woken up to it. Although

faeetan we &3¢ faur § f ug HHH

they have been in power now for almost

axa % 47 cﬁ{" ir AT % v q-:“’“ i 4 years, they never thought about it. And
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I¥ UiE m'(T@'; .-.ﬁqqr,—:, wr -tr f‘a,g‘ﬁ gone_ %fl course, itf hash:till nﬁt bee‘n
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Srer fear @1 stm g GEeT SA40 the proposed Janata Dal‘s adopted prog-
fa=s sren %l § memt (BT e ramme—says that the voting age will be
feqr € =k gw ag fEal 1y g reduced to 18. And since all major
ar ) fad oy el wedt ¥ fHQ movements in our ' country...({merrup-
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TﬂfﬁmT F WA g% AT WIS (o Front_ of which you will soon become a .y
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o ' .
:rq%a':r & T "ii 4T3 SHRI HANS RAJ BHARDWAJ. Mr.
§ HIAT SF4AT ‘fl;T a1 W TR HIAT Swamy, you believe so much in adop-
TAITE I &3 1 & &a@aT £ fF | tion,  You have adopted a leader, you
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have adopted a programme, and you have

adopted... How many things will you
adopt?
SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY:

Whenever you become leader and cross

the floor, we will adopt you also. (In-
terruptions)

AN HON, MEMBER: You are very
Jiberal,

SHR] SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY. Yes,
very liberal,

Sir, they realise that the major change
in this country has always been brought
about by the Youth. Mr. Jayaprakash’s
movement of 1974 which brought about
a change in attitudes was due to  the
youth,  The opposition to the  emer-
gency did not really come [rom [eaders
s0 much as from the youth of the coun-
try, And cven in the freedom struggle,
if you Inok at the Quit India Movement
you will find, the youth werg in the fore-
front, and particularly those in the late
teens.  They did not want the Janata
Dal tp get cradit for it.  So, they has
tily went to thg presy and made  all
kinds of announcements, But they have
not come forward, No Member of the
Congress Party came forward with even

2 Private Members’ amendment. It had
to be a Member of the Janata Party,
Mr. Satya Prakash Malaviya. to  bring
such an amendment before the House,
So. Sir, T hope the House will  unani-
mously support with more  than two-

thirds majority the amendment proposed
by Mr, satya Prakesh Malaviya.

Sir, the most importang thing to note
is that on the question of voting age,
(ndia is perhaps out of step with the in-
ternotional practice. The figures that
I obtained from Mr, Malaviya show that
the International Parliamentary Union
(1PU) tabulated voting ages for 55
countries and found thag out of 55
countries only 14 countries had a voting
age of 21.  Of those 14 countries, most
countries are like Cameroon and Bots-
wana and a strife-torn place like Cyprus.
Of conrse, there js one important couniry
which is amongst those 14 countries and
that is Ttaly. 1 suppose that Mr, Bhar-
dwaj will wait till Ttaly brings down the
viting age from 21 to 1R,

1434 RS.-—-10
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SHRI HANS RAJ BHARDWAI:
ftuly has already adopted him.

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY:

We won’'t have to wait long because in
the neat Lok Sabhy election there will
ks National Front Government and the
first thing we will do is to bring this
{iovernment,

The Centrai Government is also out of
step with the State Governments within
India. For example, in Karnataka
there is the Janata Government and in
Andhra Pradesh there is Telugu Desam
Govzrnment, It was done even in U.P.
when Mr. Malaviya was the Minister.
Unterruptions) Do we have \oting In
West Bengal?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHR} H.

HANUMANTHAPPA): He says;
“Voting”, .
SHR] SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY ;

So, in West Bengal and in U.P. when the
lanaia Party came intop power there, in
Karnataka after the Janata Party formed
the Government there and thy  Telugu
Desarn  Goveriment in Andhra Pradesh
have the voting of 18 years for the Man-
dul elections and the Panchayat elections.
It is not as if it is something unheard of
in India to have a voting age of 18 years.
In Gujarat also when the Janata Morcha
wag there and Mr. Babubhaj Patel be-
came the Chief Minister. (Inierruptions)
t will stand corrected if you bring somt
proof to show that, In fact, Gujarat
has ~lways bzen a very sensible place. In

“pite of the Congress, they are quite
«ensible there. Therefore, the Central
Government is out of step  with  the

braclice at the State or local level. There
is nothing unusual or ag if  something
terrible would happen if we had the vot-
ing age of 18 years,

The other important point is that if
you look at the total population and the
iige group between 18 and 21 years, it
ineans that every parliamentary constitu-
ency would have one lakh more voters.
Il you look at this group as a percentage,
the highest percentage of educated people
are in this age group. It meang that
by including this age group in the voting
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[Shri Subramanian Swamy]
population, you will raise the average
educated level of the voters in the coun-

try and, therefore, they will be more
enlightened and more  sophisticated
voters,  There cannot be an argument

that these people are not mature, If
you compare the rest of the population
of the country of the age of 21 and over
and if you look at the age group between

18 and 21 yeas, you will find that it is
a highly educated group, Eighteen
vears is the minimum age for many

other activities in the country where there
is a very big risk involved. For exam-
ple, you ftake driving. For a driving

licence, the minimum age is 18  years
Now, whay greater risk can there be?
For getting into the Army, it is only

16 years and by the time one is 18
years, he is in the field,

PROF. SOURENDRA BHATTACHAR-
JEE (West Bengal). But not a pilot

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY:
You can start even as a pilot at 18. He
is very much concerned about being a
pilot,

PROF, SOURENDRA  BHATTA-
CHARJEF: Why?
SHRI SUBRAMANIAN  SWAMY:

It js because he thipks that it is an
easy passport to Prime Ministership. [
am piloting the  discussion. (Interrup-
tion). 1 am about to nosc-dive. 1 have
only (wo more points to make,

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHR[ H.
HANUMANTHAPPA): You can conti-
nue ncxt time. Now, Mr, Panja tp lay
Papers on the Table,

MGIPMRND- -1.—~1434 RS —7-3-89—40n
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Pl
PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

Notifications of the Ministry of Finance
(Department of Revenne)

THE MINISITER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE IN THE
MIUNISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI AMT
PANJA). Sir, I beg to lay on the Table,
under section 159 of the Customs Act,
1962, a copy each (in English and Hindi)
o the iollowing Notification of  the
Ministry of Finance (Department of
Revenue)  together with  Explanatory
Memorandum on the Notifications;—

(i) Notification No. 307/88-Cus-
toms, dated the 25th November, 1988,
superseding Notification No,  57/87-
Customs, dated the Ist March, 1987;
and

(11) Notification No, 308/88-Cus
loms. dated the 25th November, 1988,
having the effect of withdrawing
existing concessional rate of basic cus-
toms duty on certain categories of iron
4nd non-alloy stee} sheets, plates, hoops
stripes.

[Placed in Library. See No, LT—
6785/88 for (i) and (ii)]

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHR] H.
HANUMANTHAPPA): Now thg House
stands adjourned till 11 aM, on Monday,
the 28th November, 1988,

The House then adjourned at
one minute past five of the
clock till eleven of the clock on
Monday  the 28th November,
1988. -



