17 Oral Answers

WELCOME TO PARLIAMENTARY
DELEGATION FROM CYPRUS

MR. CHAIRMAN: Honourable Mem-
bers, I have an announcement tg make,

We have with us this morning, sea-
leq in the Special Box, Members of a
Parliamentary Delegation from Cyprus
which ig currently on g visit to our
country under the distinguisheq lea-
dership of His Excellency Dr. Vassos
Lyssarides, President of the Housc of
Representatives. -
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On hehalf of the Mcmbers of the
House ang on my own behalf. I take
plecasure in extending a very hearty
welcome to the Leader and other
Members of the Delegation and wish
our distinguished gucsts a very enjoy-
able and fruitful stay in our country,
We hope that during their stay here
they would be able to see and learn
more about our parliamentary system,
our country and our people and their
visit to  this country will further
strengthen the friendly bonds that
exist between us, Through Lthem, we
convey our greetings ang best wisnes
toc the Members of the Housg of Re-
presentatives and the friendly people
of Cyprus. ‘

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS—
Contd.

SHRI KAPIL VERMA: Sir, an in-
ternational conference on Nuclear frec
Asia-Pacific  helg a; Hong Kong in
June last expressed the apprehen-
sion that the Kaiga project will crea-
te massive problemg for the stability
of the region and safety of the fuilure
generations in view of the hazards
involved in transport of nuclear ma-
terials, disposal of wastes and disman-
tling of the reactors. The local protes-
tors have alsg voiced similar feelings.
I wany to know from the Governuent
what steps are being taken to tuke
care of nuclear accidents. Specifically
1 want to know, since this project is
Iocated in the catchment area, whe-
ther the Government is taking any
steps to ensure that water is not pol-
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luted by radioactive wastles from the
plant and whether the Nuclear Safety
Board has okayed the project and
what safety measures are being taken
to take care of nucelar accidents,

SHRI K. R. NARAYANAN: Sir, we
have read about the conference in
Hong Kong. They bhave, inter alia,
during the discussions, expressed stme
doubts about the Kaiga Project also.
I think, the conference was generally
opposed tp nuclear energy as such, It
is a view expressed by quite 3 number
of people., But there are contrary
views expressed by the majority of
scientists in the world.

With regard to the stability of
the foundations of the Kaiga
Project, this has been gone into

thoroughly by the Corporation and
alsg by other institutions like the Ear-
thquake Enginecring Institute in Roor-
kee. As regards seismic threat the area
is not a major seismic area. It is inciu-
ded in what you call, Zone III of the
earthquake prone areas in India, In
any case anti-earthquake devices and
technology has been incorporated into
the engineering work that is being
done here. We believe that, according
to all the evidenre and studies conduc-
ted, the foundations are stable, and
the plant will be able to withstand
any sort of earthquake,

A question has been asked about dis-
posal of waste and about other safety
provisions. We have full knowledge of
the technology for disposing of waste.
There j5 always a waste gisposal plant,
treatment plant at reactor sites a
plant come up in Kaiga.

With regard to water pollution  this
is a fear which has been expressed by
many people. Water is taken from the
river Kalinadi ang discharged back
into it. But it is treated and purified
and the water which is sent back to
the Kalinadi, would not have any trace
of radiation at all. It is completely pro-
tecteq water which wil] go intg that
river.





