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SHRI   Cr.   SWAMINATHAN:   Sir.    this 
Japanese  encephalitis  is  visiting  the  country  
almost every   year.        not  only in Uttar   
Pradesh   and   Bihar   but   in     Tamil Nadu  
also, hundreds of children die  due to this  
encephalitis.     The  only thing  that the 
Government  savs is tha(  the  Japanese 
encephalitis  vaccine     can  be  given  to  the 
children.    But  even     that  vaccine  has not 
heen given to the children periodically because  
children   are   not  forthcoming   because this is    
a prophylactic drug which can be griven during  
the  normal  times  and  in normal times nohody  
comes to  the  doctor and  they  do    not  get    
the vaccine  also. Ultimately,     what   is    
happening  is     that every     year  this   is  
visiting vs.    I  would like to know from the  
Government  whether there  will be    a mass 
vaccination of the Japanese     encephalitis  
vaccine   in   ihe endemic     places.    Secondly,     
I  want    to know whether piggery  is  als0 one 
of the reasons for this Japanese  encephalitis  
because it    has been stated  that  where    the 
pigs  are  reared,    it   is  also  a  cause.   And if   
that is  the     reason.  T want to know whether 
ihe Government will dissuade the people in 
having piggery as an occupation. Another      
important    thing   is  that   it    is much better 
to eradicate  mosquitoes    than givina the 
vaccine.      1 want to know whether  the 
Government  will  ensure  the  eradication   of   
mosquitoes   in   these   endemic pleces.    
Another   important   thing  is   whether the 
TCMR   has  found out any  medicine   for   this   
rival   infection   because,   as 

far as I know, even though {ne ICMR have 
been doing work on this viral infection, they 
have not produced any medicine. Is the 
Government aware whether any   drug   has   
been   found  out  elsewhere? 

SHRl   MOTI   LAL  VORA-   Sir,   as  far as   
this   vjwetrys      is   concerned,   we   have 
started producing it at Kasauli   and    the trial  is   
stil)  going on.    And  the    Expert Commitee is 
meeting today and they  will decide   as  to  what  
is    the  result   of   the vaccine   which  we  
have   produced and  we have supplied to some 
of the States in the country.     I   may  tell   hon.     
Member  that we have supplied the vaccine to 
these four States of West   Bengal.    Andhra   
Pradesh. Uttar  Pradesh  and   Assam.    And   to  
each of  these States we have supplied  the vac-
cine without  charging anything.    In  West 
Bengal,  we  have  supplied  vaccine  to   the 
tune of 14 lakh doses, in      Andhra    Pradesh   
to  the   tuch   of   36   lakh   doses,     in Uttar  
Pradesh     to   the   tune of 24   lakh doses,  and 
in Assam   11.20.000 doses have been   supplied. 

MR    CHAIRMAN:   He   wants to  know 
about    Tamil   Nadu 

SHRl    MOU    LAL   VORA:      We    be 
supplying to    Tamil Nadu   also. In the vear   
JOSS, up'o  17th  October. 54 persons have   
died.   And   we  will   be  supplying   to Tamil   
Nadu.   The   Hvpert   Commitiee   is meeting  
today,   and   the   Committee's   Report  is 
awaited. After that, it can  be said whether   this   
vaccine   is   possible   or   not. Secondly.      Sir    
for   the   eradication     of this  Japanese 
encephalitics.  in  Japan  they have   vaccinated   
all   the   pigs   there.   And for   paddy   
production,  they  have  changed the   wa te r    
channels   so   as   to   avoid   the mosquitoes   
because   this   is  generated   because of 
mosquitoes     Sir, in our country since  the   
vaccine   is   still   under  trial   we aie not in    
a position to say  whether this vaccine   will   
he  comoletely  useful  or not. So  far  as  the 
other Stales  ure concerned, after   this   trial   
is    over,   and   the   expert committee  is  
meeting today and   after the expert   
committee's   report,   wc   will     take every   
possible   action   in   regard   to     the other    
Statcs also.    In  the State of  UP  I myself  
went   to   a   number  of  place   and 
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} found [hat it is not that ihN disease hus 
originated last year only, but the fact is that 
for the last ten years some areas have been 
afflicted with this disease. We have provided 
the State Government with the spraying, 
machines &wi other insecticides that they 
wanted. In the case of Tamil Nadu also if they 
ask for anything from the Government of 
India, we will definitely make all possible 
efforts to supply them 

MR CHAIRMAN: What about nies1? You 
did   not tell   anything   about   pigv 

SHRl MOTI LAL VORA. Sir. abou. pigs in 
Japan they have eradicated tbis Japanese 
encephalitis by inoculating or vaccinating  
pigs. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: When are \ou vac-
cinating pigs here? 

SHRl MOTI LAL VORA: Sir, our Kasauli 
unit is producing 20 lakh units per year and 
those vaccines are still under trial. Afte,- those 
vaccines are proved useful then only we can 
think of vaccinating pigs also, because. Sir. we 
do not know nnd the area ot specified. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now you are trying 
them on guinea pigs. Then you will try On  
pigs. 

SHRI MCH LAL VORA: No. Sir. v\e will 
try that only on pig\ 

SHRl KAPIL VERMA: Mr. Chairman, Sir. 
for the last ten years this disease has been 
playing havoc in the eastern UP and thousands 
of children have died in the last ten years and 
people have been complaining that neither the 
Sta'e nor the Centre have taken any concrete 
steps to fight this disease. I would like to 
know what long-term measures have been 
taken during the last ten years and when the 
Minister visited this area, what was his 
assessment, did he find the arrangements 
satisfactory? 

SHRI MOTI LAL VORA: Sir, the ar-
rangements made by the UP Government 
were  quite  satisfactory.    They  had spray- 

ing operations properly done in all those eight 
districts of UP and they needed certain 
fogging machines from ihe Government of 
lndia and we made supplies of thesea fogging 
machines. The eight machines they 
immediately needed, we supplied eight 
machines to these four district of UP also. 
Regarding the deaths of persons due to 
Japanese encephalitis for the last ten years, the 
Government, as I have said, Sir, are produving 
these vaccines in our Kasauli units and after 
the trial is over, we will come to.certain 
conclusions how to do ft and how to eradicate 
it and how to overcome this Japanese 
encephalitis. 

SHRl NARREDDY THULASI REDDV. 
Sir, under the National Health Programme 
there are 14 areas like control of blindness, 
control of tuberculosis, control of leprosy, 
immunisation programme etc. Sir mortality 
rate i$ more in encephalitis. So, I would like 
te know whether theie is any proposal to 
include this under   th?   National   Health   
Programme. 

SHRl MOTI LAL VORA: Sir. at the present 
moment there is no such proposal. But the 
Japanese encephalitis is included in malaria. 
Under malaria, wc have malaria, kala-azar 
filaria and encephalitis. All these are under 
malaria eradication programme. So we do not 
have any proposal for the moment to have a 
.separate programme or national programme 
for Japanese encephalitis 

DR (SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTULLA: 
Sir, in Delhi we have the Indian Institute of 
Immunology which is doing very good 
research on finding different kinds of 
vaccines. Are they doing any research on 
finding a vaccine for en cephalitis? 

SHRI MOTI LAL VORA. Wc have not yet 
come t0 know of this Institute but ICMR has 
been instructed to do the needful. And since I 
have said very early, our expert committee is 
meeting today and they will come out with 
certain decisions and then we will refer it to 
the Instimte which the hon. Member has 
mentioned. 
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SHRI BIR BHADRA PRATAP SINGH: 
I am deeply obliged to the hon. Minister. At 
least, he is one Central Minister who has 
taken pains to go over there and get a personal 
view of the picture. But ho has known only 10 
per cent of the pro- 
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blem. Stiil there is dispute about the 
source, lt ig not clear whether it is 
Japanese virus or the Nepalese virus, be 
cause Nepalese come in the part of the re 
gion in Jarge numbers and it is said that 
even their human discharge also carries 
virus. So that is one thing which he, I 
hope, will clarify. That is a research pro 
blem. | 

He is obsolutely wrong to say that the State 
Government has provided any fogging 
machines. There is such a big problem in the 
Eastern U.P. and it is known that the 
mosquitoes are so big that even flics look, 
small in comparison. No fogging machines 
have been provided. 

The third point to which I would like to 
draw the attention of the hon. Minister is that 
children are the biggest casualty. As Mr. Ram 
Naresh Yadav the hospital figures are given. 
More than ten thousand children have died in 
Bastern U.P. and these cases are never 
reported because most of them are nursed in 
private hospitals. The children come, they get 
the virus, never survive. You should adopt 
some programme like the Malaria Eradication 
Programme. If it is Japanese virus, you should 
take steps to eradicate the mosquitoes which 
are growing in dimension and in large number 
in Eastern U.P. The menace is such that it has 
become practically impossible for anybody to 
remain there in that region. But you say that 
everything has been done. I know what the 
U.P. Government have done Just as you have 
taken pains to go over there, please take pairis 
to eradicate these mosquitoes- Otherwise, you 
cannot control this disease. 

SHRI MOTI LAL VORA: Sir. in regard to 
the question whether it is Japanese 
encephalitis or Nepalese encephalitis, the 
opinion of the experts is that it is Japanese 
encephalitis. Trial is going on in this regard. 
Tn collaboration with the Japaenese, we have 
started producing, manufacturing, vaccine for 
this Japanese encephalitis . 

Secondly, the hon.   Member has     said 
that the machines were not functioning in 

U.P. I was told that they have been func-
tioning. But still we have supplied eight 
machines as per their requirements and also 
whatever medicines they needed, 

In regard to the number of deaths of 
children, the report is with us. The total 
number is 1368 as I have said in my state 
ment. Bevond that I have no other inior 
mation    I will find it out. j 
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DR.   G.   VIJAYA   MOHAN   REDDY: 

Sir. the reply is very very unsatisfactory. He 
has said about deaths. What about the cases? 
School-going children have been affected. It 
effects the brain. After tho disease the child 
requires a long period of convalescence, 
rehabilitation. So auch nosey is required.  It is 
a disease    which 

requires to be tackled on a war-footing. 
There are so  diseases which have 
ic.ippeared in our country. Kalazaar, for 
instance. has reoccurred becatiise of the 
failure of the department. I want to know, 
have you got any statistics of children 
who have recovered from Encephalities 
disease in the rural areas, what is tha 
pliant of those children, what are the 
steps taken by you for their nursing, for 
their rehabilitation? Have you got any sta. 
 What  arrangements  are you 
making for the  of those children so that they 
could go back to their schools or occupations? 
Mostly the affected children are ia the age-
group of five  10  fifteen yeare. 

SHRl MOTI LAL VORA: Sic, he wants 
information about the Kala-azar disease 
where  the qnestion relates to Encephalitis 
disease. I want proper notice to reply     bout   
Kala-azar. 

DR. G. VIJAYA    MOHAN    REDDY: 
 said that Kala-azar had reappeared because 
of departmental failure. What anas' gements 
have you made for the rehabilitation of those 
children, what is tha age group in which they 
are affected, what  about their nursing? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Your question i$ about 
rehabilitation. 

SHRI MOTI LAL VORA: I may read out 
the number of cases affected in all the 9 
States. The figures are for the year 1988 only. 
Assam—74, Andhra Pradesh—30, Bihar—
109, Goa 50, Karnataka—45, Manipur—1, 
Tamil Nadu—114 Uttar Pradesh—4398 and 
West Bengal— 243. In all—5018 cases. Out 
of these. 1679 persons have died in all the 9 
States. This is the information We do not have 
separate information regarding the death of 
the children. If the hon. Member asks me, I 
can get the information from  the  States. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: He is interested in  
rehabilitation. 

SHRI MOTI LAL VORA: Rehabilitation 
is to be conducted by the States. We only 
come to the rescue as and 'when they ask us 
for anything. 
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SHRIMATl    BIJOYA      CHAKRAVA-
RTY:     The     Minister bas   given       a 
completely distorted picture so far as Ihe 
number is concerned. The Minister has 
said that in Assam 74 deaths have occur 
red, but as far as l knowj in Lakhimpur 
and Golaghat districts alone more than 
200  children  died  of  this disease last 
year. It is a killer disease and it has left 
thousands of children completely invalid. 
Instead of giving jsomc casual and inadequate 
answer the Minister should give a pointed 
reply regarding this disease. From the papers 
we come to know that Japan and some other 
Eastern countries have completely arrested 
this disease.   I   want  to   know     why    
positive 
steps have not been taken in oui- conntry 
to arrest this disease. 

SHRl MOTI LAL VORA: In Assam only 
49 persons have died this year. 1 do not have 
any other information To the State of Assam 
we have supplied vaccine worth Rs. 
12,20,000 fre,, of cost. Recently I met the 
Minister of Health, Assam, when I went there 
and he said that he was satisfied with the 
medicines sent to them by the Government of 
India. 

Regarding rehabilitation, generally this 
is undertaken by the States. About phy 
siotherapy equipment, we have supplied 
physiotherapy equipment to the State 
of   West   Bengal   costing   about Rs. 
2,73,000. This is a very small amount. If the 
States ask us, we can definitely look into it 

SHRI N. E. BALARAM: This JE disease    
is spreading    in all    the     States 

in a big way and a number of children 
are dying. Some of the States are not in 
a position to cope with the situation. Will 
the hon. Minister be thinking of convening 
a conference   of  all  the  State Health 

Ministers and drawintr up a massiv; plan to go 
into action? Otherwise if it is left to the State 
Governments alone I do not think that can 
solve the problem. He must take initiative to 
convene a conference of all the Health 
Ministers mainly the Health Ministers of UP 
Bihar. Assam and several other States, 
especially of Tamil Nadu, so that he can  
organise   a 

    massive campaign and press into service all 
the Health Departments and undertake a big 
action plan. Otherwise what is the meaning ot' 
saying "we are doing this or that"? This will 
not solve the problem. 

   SHRI MOTI LAL VORA: I am really ! 
thankful to the hon. Member for the •.ingestion. 
We will definitely call a conference of Health 
Ministers of these nine States so that we discuss 
at length about this disease, how to eradicate tbis 
disease and what measure- are to be taken after 
that conference. We will soon convene a 
conference of Health Ministers of 1    all these 
nine States. 

MR.   CHAIRMAN:   Question  No.   SS 

. Changes in the Electoral system 

65.   SHRIMATI  SUDHA  VIJAY 
JOSHI: t 

SHRI   ISH  DUTT YADAV: 

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE 
be pleaped to state: 

(a) whethe rGovernment propose to 
introduce any changes in the electrol system 
in the country; 

(b) if so, what are the details thereof; ;,n.l
 I 

(c) by when the aece&ary legislation is 
Proposed  to be brought forward? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY   OF   LAW       AND  JUSTICE 
(SHRI HANS RAJ BHARDWAJ):      ra) 

tQ (c) Various proposals to bring about 
electoral reforms are under active consi-
deration* of the Government and they are 
lilce'y to   ba finalised  early. 

SHRIMATI   SUDHA   VIJAY     JOSHI: 
S'r, the need for electoral reforms has bfeen a 
major issue of political debate in the country. 
A number of deficiencies noticed in the 
conduct of elections have been 

tThe question was actually asked on the 
floor of the House by Shrimati Sudha Vijay 
Joshi. 


