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SL[R[ VISHWA BANDHU GUPTA: 1
would like to know from the hon. Minis-
ter, what eystem of montioring i being
ised to check whether somebody ‘aas re-
ceived an over-dose of radiation, ang also
in the case of trucks was there a warning
sign. o the traflic itself 10 warn  people
in the raral areas  where they have no
knowledge of this hind of thing us fo
stay away from which distance murk) so,
that people in the rwal ureas do pot uc-
tually approacn any  danger site when
it comes? I would aleo like to know

whether the workers i those arcas are

being fully truined about rudiation and .

how .10 inform persons any take tizat-
ment. in case they have any symptoms of
nveg-radiation,

SHRI K. R. NARAYANAN: A resards
the general education for the people, it
iy ap overall question in which we are
mterested, We have been spreading ,wate-
ney amoupg the plople  with regard to
radiation, But T am not sure if there was
any warning light on the truck itself.
This.trucl: wus not from an  authorised
agency und. therefore, 1  presume that
sugh woirning lights were not present in
thdt particulay truck. As I said, in future
we have asisted that every hospital should
make use o fthe trucks belonging to these
apencies which have been approved by the
Atomic Energy Establichments, Wity 1e-
gard to overdoses, | gm afraid that this
iv o medic1]l question ang T require notice
fo|get the anwwer for it,

SHRT BHAGATRAM MANHAR: Mr.
Chairman, Sir, T would like to know whe,
ther these cobalt isotopes, by changing
theiy mineral numbers, c¢an be puy to
varjoys uses in  different fields such as
agricultur e, energy, industry and health
T would alvo like to know what sound
system of loading these unitg which have
radioctive  sources is  adopted i, this
country ang what is the comparative svs-
lem in othee countries of the wo-ld.

'SHRT K. R. NARAYANAN: In Indiu.
we are using  internationally  accepted
standards for the loading of cobalt source
into the unit, As regards the method of
safety, we have published verv clear in-
s{mmion; which are distribnted 1o varions
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agencies and hospitals indicating as to
how to deal with it. I 'nave various pub-
Ished materials here. These arc given to
the hospitaly und the agencies, They show
as 1o how to deal with the material.
These publications cive information as to
where taey can (clephone in order to gel
immediate assislance of  atomic  energy
specialisis,

SHR) BHAGATRAM MANHAR: Sir,
my  question has not been apswered, 1
have askeg . specific question, 1T wanted
to know whether, by changing the minerit’
numbers  these iSOLORSS can be used in
different ficlds such as agriculture, indus-
try and health,

SHRI K. R. NARAYANAN: | don™t
unaerstand, Sir. these isotopes ure usad
for various purposes, for medical
purposes, for industrial  purposes;
for agricoltural purposes, efc. There
we different types of isotopes.  This
is only one isolcpe. Hete we are talking
about isotope cobalt 60 whica is used
specifically for mqlggisdel. purposes, for
cancer freatment,

MR. CHATIRMAN: He wants to know

whethe, iy can be used for agricultural
purposes.
SHR} K. R. NARAYANAN: [ don'

think it can be used for agriculturaj pur-
poses, There arz different isotope. which
can he used for agricultural or indrstrial
purposes.

63, [The questioner (Shri  Harvendra
Singh Hanspal) was ahsent. For answor,
vide col 30 infraj

Deaths due to encephalitis in the Northern
States

#*64. SHRI MUKHTIAR SINGH
MALIK.
SHRIMATI RENUKA
CHOWDHURY: <

Wil the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to stats:

(1) whether a large number of per-ons
have  died due to BEniephalitis i L

TThe question was actually wb*d on
the floor of the House by Shrimati Renuka
Chowdhury,
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which has  recently broken out in the assistance has also been provided by sen-
Northern  States of the country; ding teams ol Eaperts from National Tn-

tb) if so. the estima‘ed numbe; of
persons who bave died in each State <o
ar due to this diseasc:

to) whether uny preventive measures
huve been wken by Government in this
regurd,

td) whether any relief has since been

pravided f{or this purpose hy Government,
amd

‘e) whether it is also i fact that Gov-
ernmont have ordered to sct wp a research
cemtre in Uttar Pradesh to know the causc
ot this dreaded disease ung if so, what
»  the progress made in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI MOT| LAL
VORA)Y: (4) to (e) A Stalement is faid
on the Table of the Sabhq.

Statement

During the current year, among poi-
thern States of the country, Uttar Pra-
desh  has reported 1368 deaths due  to
Japanese Encephalitis upto 8-11-1988.

There iy no specific anti-viral diug for
treutment of Japanese Encephalitis and.
therefore. only sympomatic treatment  is
pravided. In order to minimise the delay
in providing treatment. the State Govern-
ment had made provision of free transpor-
tation of affected  persons to hospitals,
Steps had also been taken to stock ade-
quate quantities of medicine, in the u.ffect-
ed districts,

To interrupt the transmission of the
disease, insecticidal spray, fogging and
anti-larval operations  have been carried
out in the affected areas,

To ensure prompt treatment of putients,
health education  and publicity measures

bad been undertaken in the affected dis-
tricts.

The  Central Governmant under  the
National Malaria FEradication Programme
¥ providing insecticides for undertaking
sprayings/fogging  operations. Technical

stitute of Communicable
and Nationy) “alary, Fradication Progra-
me Directorate. Delhi,

The Government of India have also
decided ty establish a research centre at
Medical College, Gorakhpur for Japamese
Encephalitis through the Indian Council of
Medicul Research,

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY:
Sir, they have said herc that technical as-
sistance Is also provided by sending teams
of experts from National Institute of Com-
municable Diseases, Delhi, and National
Mularia Eradication Programme. [ would
request the hon.  Minister to define tech-
nical assistance und what the teams of
experis e doing,

SHRI MOT!I LAL VORA: The techni-
cal teams have been sent to Balia Gondu,
Varanasi and Gorakhpur. They have
found that the insecticides which were
used and the spraying that was  used
earlier have not been properly used, A
repory hay been submitteq by the export
team from the NICD uand the Nationat
Malariy Eradication Programme also,

SHRIMAT! RENUKA CHOWDHURY:
It is stated in the statement that there is
o specific anti-vital  drug for treatment
of Japanese Encephalitis. Noj have they
said  tha they have got a preventive, a
propayiacti. vaccine  glready  enisting.
Have we, as a Government, informed the
affected uareas Huve we dope any kind
of immunisation  us , prophylactic mea-
sure in the districts where there has been
an outbreak?

SHRI MOTI 1.AL VORA: Sir, we have
made supplie. of vaccine to Uttar Pradesh
In the month of June, 1988 two lakhy
doses were  ipplied. And 4,000 cases
thave been identified and resin has been
sent to the Kasauli Research TInstitute and
the results are still waited,

ot mifiy sarit . aarafy S, g
g at 2 5 e Ry A
AT H 3/ q@ F aR § uF
Faas &= $rm fFar s faaa

Disenses, Delhi -¢
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SHR1I G. SWAMINATHAN: Sir. this
Yapanese encephalitis is visiting the coun-
try almost every vear. It iv noy only in
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar but in  Tamil
Nadu also, hundreds of children die due
to this encephalitis. The only thing that
‘he Government cays is thag the Japanese
gncephalitie vaccine can be given to the
children.  But even that vuccine has not
been given to the children periodically be-
cause childrep are not forthcoming becu-
use this is a prophylactic drug which cun
be given during the normal fimes ynd in
normal times nobody comes to the doctor

and they do not get the vaccine also.
Ultimatcly. what is happening is  that
every year ihig is visiting ws, T would

fike to know from the Government whe-
ther there will be a mass vaccination of
the Japanese encephalitis vaccine n the
endemic  places. Secondly, T want to
know whether piggery is alsg one of the
reasons for this Japanesc encephalitis be-
cause it has been stated that where the
pigs are reared. it i also i causc. And
#f that is the reason. T want to know
whether the Government will dissnade the
people in having piggery as an occupation.
Another important thing is thay it is
much better to cradicate mosquitoe,  than
ziving the vactine. T want to know whe-
ther the Government will ensure the era-
dication, of mosquitoes in thesg endemic
places. Another important thing is whe-
ther the TCMR has found out any medi-
cine for this pjval infection beccause. as
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far as 1 know, cven though the ICMR
have been doing work on thiy viral infce-
tion. thev have not produced any medi-
cine. Is the Gaovernment gware whether
any drug has been found out elsewhere?

SHRI MOTf{ LAL VORA. Sir, us far
as  thic

viageing s concerned, we  have
started producing it at Kasaali and the
trial is stil] eeinz on. And the Expert

Commirtec is meeting today and they will
decide ag to what is the result of the
vaccine which we have produced ang we
have supplied to some of the States in the
country. T may tell hon. Member that
we have supplied the vaccine to these four
States of West Bengal, Andhri Pradesh.
Uttar Pradesh nd Assam. And (p cach
of these States we have supplicd the vac-
cine without chargin, anything. Tn West
Benzal. we have supplied vaccine to the
tune of 14 lakh doses. in  Andhra Pra-
desh to the (une of 36 lakh Goses, in
Uttar Pradesh  to the tune of 24 lakh
doses, and in Assam 11.20000 doses have
been «upplied.

MR CHAIRMAN: He wants to know

about Tamil Nadu,
SHRI MOT1 LAL VORA: W¢ will
be supplying to  ‘Tamil Nadu also, In the

vear 1988, up'o 17th October. 54 persons
have died. And we will be supplying to
Tamil Nadu. The Expert Committee is
meeting today, and the Commnuttee’s Re-
port is uwaited, After that it can be suid
whethey this vaccine i possible or not.
Secondly.  Sir for the eradication of
this Japanese encephalitics, in Japan they
have vaccinated all the pigs there, And
for paddy production. they have changed
the water channels <o 3, to avoid the
mosquitoes because this is generated be-
cituse of mosquitces Sir, in our country
since the vaccine is gtit under trial we
are not in o position to say whether this
vaccine will be comboletely useful or not.
So far us the ¢ther Slales are concerned.
after this trial is over, ang the expert
committee is meeting today and afe; the
exper; committes’s report. we  will  take
every possible action in regard tq the
other Sta‘cs also. In the State of UP T
myself went to a number of place. und
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1 found that it is nog that this diseasc
has originated last year omly but the fact
s thar for the fast ten years some areas
have been afflicted with this disease, We
have provided the State Government with
the spraying machines and other insectici-
des that they wanted. In the case of
Tamil Nadu also if they ask for anvthing
from the Government of India, we will
definitely make all possible efforts to
supply them

MR CHATRMAN: What jbout nigv?
You did not tell anything about pigs.

SHRI MOTI LAL VORA. Sir, abow
pies. in Japan they have eradicated this
Japz;nese encephalitis by inoculating or
vaccinating pigs,

MR CHAIRMAN: Whep are you vii-
cinating pigs here?

SHRI MOTI [LAL VORA: Sir, our
Kasauli unit is producing 20 lakh units
per year and those vacciney are still under
trial.  Afte, those vaccines are proved
uwseful then only we can ihink of vaccina-
ting pigs also. because, Sir, we do not
know and the urey v rot specified.

MR, CHAIRMAN: Now you are ity-
ing them on guniney pigs, Then you will

trv op piegs.

SHRI MOTT LAL VORA: No, Sir, we
will try that only on pigs.

SHRT KAPIL VERMA: My, Chairman,
Sir. for the lust ten years this disease
has been pluying havoc in the eastern UP
ang thousands of children have died in
the last ten years and people have been
complaining that neither the Sta'e nor the
Centre have taken any concrete steps to
fight this disease. I would like to know
what long-term measures have been taken
during the last ten yeats and swhen the
Minister visited this area, what was his
assessment. did he find the arrangements
satisfactory?

SHRI MOTI LAL VORA: Sir, the ar-
rangements made by the UP Government
wcre quite satisfactory. They had spray-
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ing operations properly done in all those
eight districts of UP und they needed
certain fogging machines from the Gov-
ernmeny of India and we made supplies
of thescy fogging machines., The eight
machines they immediately necded, we
supplicd :ight machines ty these four dis-
tricts of UP also. Regarding the deaths
cf persons due 1o Japanese encephalitis
for the last ten years, the Government,
as [ have said, Sir, are producing these
vaccines in our Kasauli units and after
#e triul is over. we will come to.centain
conclusions how to do it and how to era-
dicate it and how to overcome this Fapa-
nese encephalitis,

SHRI NARREDDY THULASI RED-
DY. Sii unde; the Nutional Health Pro-
gramme there are 14 areas like control of
blindness, control of tuberculosis. control of
feprosy, immunisation programme etc, Sir
mortality rate is more in encephalitis, So,
T would like te know whethe, there s
any proposul to include this encephalitic
under th. National Health Programme.

SHRY MOTYI TAL VORA: Sir_ at the
present moment there is no such proposal.
But the Fapanese encephalitis is included
in malarin. Under malaria. we have ma-
laria. kalu-azar filaria nd encephalitis. All
these sre under malariu eradication pro-
gramme.  So we dp not have uny pro-
posal for ‘the moment to have a.separate
programme or national programme for
Japanes;e encephalitis

DR (SHRIMATIY NAJIMA HEP-
TULLA: Sir, in Dethi we have the In-
dian Tnstifutc of I[mmunology which is
doing very good research on finding dif-
ferent kinds of vaccines. Are they doing
any research on finding n vaccine for en-
cephalitis?

SHRI MOTI LAL VORA. We  have
not yet come to know of this Institute
bu' JTCMR has been instructed to do the
reedful. And since T bave said very
early, our expert committee is meeting
today and they will ccme out with cer-
tain decisions and ther we will refer it
to the Institute which the hon. Member
has mentioned.
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g4 T T IHFT W[ TEA 9W
WA B A TUATL W T g
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SHRI BIR BHADRA PRATAP SINGH:
[ am deeply obliged to the hon. Minister.
At least, he is one Central Minister who
has taken pains to go over there and get
a personal view of the picture. But he

: frmear
gt

has knowr only 10 per cent of the pro- ~
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blem. Still there js dispute about the
wource. {t ig not clear whethey it [
Japanese virus or the Nepalese virus, be-
cause Nepalese come in the part of the re-
gion in larZe numbers and it i said that
even their human discharpe also carries
virus. So thst iy ong thing which he, !
hope, will clarify. That is a research pro-
blem. |

He is gbsolutely wrong to -ay that the
State Government has provided any fogg-
ing machines, There is such a big prob-
lem in the Eastern U.P. and it is known
that the mosquitoes arg so big that even
flies look small in comparison, No foge-
ing machines have been provided

The third point to which I would like
to draw the attention of the hon. Minis-
ter is that children are the biggest casual-
ty. As Mr. Ram Naresh Yadav auifl, onlly
the hospital figures are given. More than
ten thousand children have died in Fastern
U.P. and these cases are never reported
because most of them are nursed in pri-
vate hospitals. The children come, they
zet the virus, never survive. You should
adopt some programmg like the Malaria
Eradication Programme. If it is Japanese
virus, you should take steps to eradicate
the mosquitoes which are growing in di-
measion and in large number in Eastern
U.P. The menace is such: that it hag be-
come practically impossible for anybody
to remain there in that region. But you
say that everything has been done. T kanow
what the U.P. Goveenment have done
Just as you have taken pains to go over
there, pleas: take paing to eradicate these
mosquitoes. Otherwise, you cannot con-
trol this Jisease. -

SHRI MOTI LAL VORA: Sir. in re-
gard to the question whether it is Japa-
nese encephalitis or Nepalese encephalitis,
the opinion of the experts is that it is
Japanese encephalitis, Trial is qoing on {n
this regard. Tn collaboration with the
Japaenese, we have started producing. ma-
nufacturing, vaccine for thiy Japanese en-
cephatlitis .

Secondly. the hon. Member has said
that the machines were not functioning in
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U.P. I was told that they have been func-
uvoning. But still we have »upplieg eight
machines as per their requircments  and
alvo whatever medicines they nieeded.

In regard to the number of deaths of
children, the report is with us. The total
number is 1.368 as I have said in my state-
ment. Bevond that T have ao other infor-
mation ¥ will find it out. I

oy daviax fas ;. gz wEEw,
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2 9% 412 ¥ IFY Ogaw & faw
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feat us wa ® afx uw afsw W
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tDR, G. VJDAYA MOHAN REDDY:
Sir. the reply is very very unsatisfactory.
He bag suid about deaths. What about
the cases? School-going children  have
been affected. Tt uffects the brain. After
tho disease the child requires a long pexiod
op convalescence, rehabilitation, So much
_nTmey is required. Tt is a disease which
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requireg to be tackled on a war-footing.
‘There ara so muay diseases which have
reapreared in our country. Kalazaar, for
instance, hag recccurred because of  the
failure of the departmant, 1 want to know,
have you got any statistics of childnas
who have recovered from BEncephalities

disease in ths rural areas, what is  the
plisht of those children. what are the
steps taken by vou for their nursing, for

their rehabilitation? Have you got amy sta-
tistics? What arrangements are you
making for the sehahilitation of those
childrzn so that they could go back to
their schools or occupations? Mosily the
affected children are i the uge-group of
five 1o fifteen years.

SHRT MOT{ LAL VORA: Sir, he wants
information zbout the Kala-azar  Jiseame
vherens th: question relates to Encepha-
litis disease. I want proper notice to re-

My hout Kala-azar.

DR. G, VIJAYA MOHAN REDDY:
T <aid that Kala-azar had reappeared be-
cause o¢ departmental failure. What arras-
gements have you made for the rehabili-
tation of those children, what is the
age group in which they are  affected,
what about their nursing?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Your question iz
abeut rehabilitution.

SHRI MOTT LAL VORA: T may read
out the number of cases affected in all
the 9 States. The figpures are for the
year 1988 only. Assam—74, Andhra
Pradesh—30, Bihar—109, Goa 50, Kar-
nataka—45 Manipur—I1, Tamil Nade—114
Uttar Pradesh—4398 and West Bengal—
243. In all—5018 cases. Out of these.
1679 persons have died in all the 9
States. This is the information We do
not have separate information regarding
the death of the children. Tf the hon.
Member asks me, T can get the informa-
tion from the States.

MR. CHAIRMAN: He is interested
in rehabilitation.

SHRI MOTI 1AL VORA: Rehabilita.
tion iy to be conducted by the States.
We only come to the rescue aq and when
they ask us for anything.
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SHRIMATI BIOYA  CHAKRAVA-
RTY: The Minister has given a
completely distorted picture so far as the
pumber is concerned. The Minister has
said that in Assam 74 deaths have occur-
red, but as far as | know, in Lakhimpur
and Golaghat districts alone more than
200 children died of this disease last
year, It is a killer disease and it
has left thousands of children completely
invalid. TInstead of giving some casual
and inadequate answer the Minister sho-
uld give a pointed reply regarding  this
disease. From the papers we come to
know that Japan und some other Eastern
countries have completely arrested this
disease. I want to know why positive
steps have not been taken in our country
to arrest this disease.

SHR1 MOTI LAL VORA: In Assuam
only 49 persons havc died this year. 1
do not have any other information To
the State of Assam we have supplied vac-
cine worth Rs. 1220000 frce of cost.
Recently I met the Minister of Health,
Assam. when I went there and he said
that he was satisfied with the medicines
sent to them by the Government of

India.

Regarding rehabilitation, gensrally this
is undertaken by the States. About phy-
siotherapy equipment, we have supplied
physiotherapy equipment to the State
of West Bengal costing about Rs.
2,73,000. This is a very small amount.
If the Stateg ask us, we can definitely look
into it

SHRI N, E. BALARAM: This JE dis-
ease i3 spreading ip all the  States
in a big way and a number of children
are dying. Some of the States are not in
a position to cope with the situation. Will
the hon. Minister be thinking of convening
a conference of all the State Health
Ministers and drawing up a massiv- plan
to go into action? Otherwise iy it ig left to
the State Governments alone, T do not
think that can solve the problem. He
must take initiative to convene a confe-
rence of all the Health Ministers mainly
the Health Ministers of UP, Bihar. As-
3am and several other States, cspecially of
Tamil Nadu, so that he can organise a
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to Question 20

massive campaign and press into service
all the Health Departments and undertake
a big action plan. Otherwise what is the
meaning of saying “we are doing this or
that"? This will not solve the problems.

SHRI MOTI LAL VORA: I am really
thankful to the hoa. Member for the
suggestion. We will definitely call a con-
ference of Health Ministers of these nine
States so that we discuss at length about
this disease, how to eradicate this disea-
se and what measure, are to be taken
after that conference. We wil] soor con-
vene a conference of Health Ministers of
all these nine States.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 65.

Changes in the Electoral system

65, SHRIMATI SUDHA VIJAY
JOSHI:T

SHRI ISH DUTT YADAV:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUS-
TICE be nleased to state:

(a) whethe rGoverament propose to
introduce any changes in the electrol sys-
tem in the country; :

(b) if so, what are the details thereof;
an g !

(c) by whep the aecessary legistation is
proposed to be brought forward?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF LAW  AND JUSTICE
(SHRI HANS RAJ BHARDWAYJ): (a)
ta (¢) Various proposals to bring about
electoral reforms are under active consi-
deration: of the Government ang they are
likely to be finalised early.

SHRIMATI SUDHA VIJAY JOSHI:
Sir, the need for electoral reforms  has
been a major issue of political debate in
the country. A number of deficiencies no-
ticed in the conduct of elections have been

tThe question was actually asked on
the floor of the House by Shrimati Sudha
Vijay Joshi.



