
1 Tribute to [5 SEPT. 

RAJYA SABHA 

Monday, the 5th September, 1988/ 14?/I  
Bhadra,   1910  (Saka) 

The House met at eleven of the clock, Mr. 
Chairman in the Chair. 

UNVEILING OF PORTRAIT OF AND 
TRIBUTES TO DR. S. RA-DHAKRISHNAN 
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS BIRTH 
CENTENARY 

MR. Chairman: Honourable Members, 
the General Purposes Committee of the Rajya 
Sabha had recommended that on account of 
the birth centenary of Dr. Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan, his portrait be displayed in 
the Chamber. Accordingly, the portrait has 
been put just above the central door of the 
Chamber. It has been done by a renowned 
artist, Shri K. S. Kulkarni. 

It is my great privilege and pleasure to 
unveil the portrait which I do now by 
pressing the button from the Chair. 

(The Honourable Chairman then unveiled the 
portrait of Dr. S. Radha krishnan). 

Mr. Chairman : Honourable Members, 
today is the birth centenary of the great son 
of Mother India, the late Dr. Sarvepalli 
Radha-krish,nan. 

I deem it a great privilege to have this 
opportunity to pay tributes to the memoiy of 
tbe late Dr. Radhakrishnan. Here, we in this 
House i ecall his services to the nation 
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not only as the first Chairman of the Rajya 
Sabha for ten yeais, or the second President 
cf the country, but also as an eminent 
educationnist, philosopher and statesman, who 
was held in high esteem and legaid 
throughout   the   world. 

As Presiding Officer of this august body, 
Dr. S. Radhakrishnan brought lustre to 
democratic parliamentary traditions. He will 
always be rememteiea in the annals of Tm 
ian parliamentary lift as, his rulings were 
always marked with independence of 
judgment and his manner of conducting the 
c proceedings of the House evoked praise. 

Dr. Radhakrishnan's philosophical 
studies brought him world eminence. As a 
Prcessor c f Philosophy, he was associated 
with seve-ral important national and foreign 
universities and it was an intellectual treat to 
listen to his speeches and discourses. His 
oratory kept bis audience spell-bound for 
hours together. Dr. Radhakrishnan had a 
deep stuay cf ancient Indian cult-ture and 
Vedanta. He was a great exponent of the 
Bhagvad Gita, the Vedas and the Upanishads. 
His was a philosophy of peace, non-violence 
and Dharma. 

For such accomplishments and qualities 
of head and heart, the late Prime Minister, 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, while felicitating 
him cn his assumption of office of the Chair-
man of the Rajya Sabha, observed in this 
House on the 16th May, 1952 : 
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"One   requires   some  tools in our ancient 
wisdom and experience of a iace through 
thousands of years; one requires at least as 
much a cettain capacity to    understand   
this    changirg world,   to   unacrstand   its   
new problems,    to    adapt ouiselves to  
them   : in other words, to interpret     the 
fundamentals of wisdom   in   a new 
environment and    for the new demanos    
of the   situation. I doubt if one can easily   
think   of any other individual   who 
combines those two great qualities    in 
himself more than   you do, Sir, because 
you bring   to   this   great     task   an 
intimate   knowledge of the   wisdom of our 
race, cr the sxcu-mulated experience of oui 
iace, call it what you will. You bring also an 
intimate knowledge    of modern words. and 
its movements and   problems." 

Here in this House we cherish our 
memories of our illustrious first Chairman. 
Dr. Radhakrishnan on his part was fully 
conscious of his responsibilities as the first 
Chairman of this House. His interpretation of 
the rules was lucid.and more based on logic 
and 'reasoning than on mechanical adherence 
to rules. He helped in the great tasks of 
consolidating our system of Parliamentary 
democracy. 

Five full five years, Dr. Radhakrishnan 
adorned the office of the President of India. 
His wisdom,, his perception of our national 
ethos and of the aspirations of the people, 

were invaluable bulwarks at a time when our 
country experienced serious adversities. 

Dr. Radhakrishnan has been rightly, 
described as a true representative of the 
composite culture of India at its scintillating 
best. record he built a bridge of understanding 
between the East and the West. A grateful 
nation honoured him with the 'Bharat Ratna' 
and renumbers him by observing his 
birthday'every year on the 5th September as 
"Teachers' Day". 

To this great Indian, we pay our humble 
tributes on his birth centenary. 

THE    LEADER     OF     THE 
HOUSE (SHRI   P. SHIV 
SHANKER) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I 
consrder it a rare honour and privilege to 
have been called upon on the occasion of the 
birth centenary of Dr. Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan, one of the greatest sons of 
India, to pay my humble tributes. 

Sir, in the treasure-house of history of 
this ccuntiy for a century, ranging from 
1850 to 1950, we have lustrous gems, gems 
of purest ray serene who have kindled the 
heart and the mind of not crity the people 
of this country but also all over the world, 
the titans who strode like a Colossus" over 
the firmament of this hemisphere. One of 
those great gems is Dr. R?.cha-krishna. These 
gems belonged to different spheres and walks 
of life-politics, social, welfar., philosophy, 
composite culture of India and so 
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on. They epitomised the very innate culture 
of India for the last 5,000 a years. 

Sir, it is a matter of very great honour 
that for a decade, Dr. Radhakrishnan 
presided over the destiny of this House with 
the greatest of acumen.. By himself a rare 
specimen of a human being, a scholar, a 
pnilosopher, an orator, a seer, a writer, a 
statesman and a great adn. nistrator, he rose 
to the giddy heights, starting his career as a 
teacher. The light that he shed as a teacher 
in different parts of this country in the 
initial stage, and filially becoming the 
expounding professor of eastern religions 
and ethics in the western world he inter-
preted the east to the west, be epitomised 
innately the Indian cul-ture and interpreted 
this to the western world. Having not been a 
politician, he presided over this House with 
his. qualities of head and heart. He was able 
to carry all the segments of this House and 
was able to impress the nation through this 
House through his erudite learning, wisdom 
and the philosophical attainments. 

Sir, so far as the people's mind with 
respect to his reputation is concerned, it is 
more as a philosopher in him and this 
concept of his being an eminent 
philosopher totally overshadowed the 
remarkable political understanding and his 
assessment of men and the situations. It 
was to the credit of great Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru that with the advent of freedom he 
thought of this   great   gentleman,'  this   
great 

philosopher, as Ambassador to the Soviet 
Union.  He was   most    unconventional as a 
diplomat. As in life  perhaps   the  greatest   
of vast reading  that  he  indulged   in,   the 
greatest of writings that    he    has 
cntrrbuted, all that he did instead of from his 
study table,  from his beu. And 
unconventionally he invited the diplomats in    
Mccow and received them in his becdrcom. 
This reminds me of what Churchill had said 
to one of his closest friends when he was 
appointed on a very high assignment in 
Orient and this gentlemen went to him to 
seek advice. He said that in Orient if you 
have an occasion to sit down, don't stand Up; 
and if you have an occasion to lie down, then 
don't sit down and, peihaps, I sometimes feel 
that this inspiration is from the    career of 
Dr. Radhakri>hnan, who discharged the 
multifarious funitions, and did the vast and 
voraciou; reading that he indulged  in his  
life,  from his bed-side. It is a matter of 
immense satisfaction a great honour to this 
House to recail and recollect that great soul 
on this oecasion. He was conferred a rare 
honour when he was called upon to speak or 
when he was called upon to deliver the 
sermons  from the  Church  pulpits of- 
Manchester,   Oxford,    Birmingham and so 
on, which honour was never accorded to any   
of   his pre-dcessors from India,  even though 
Dr.  Rabindra  Nath    Tagore    did deliver 
the sermons from pulpits in Europe but he 
could not do so from the Chruch pulpits of 
England itself. In   December   1964,   when    
People 
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Paul VI visited as the first pontiff-he was 
the first pontiff to visit here— he conferred on 
him the Order of the Knight of the Golden 
Army of Angles, the rarest of the honours 
that the Vatican could confer on anyone, 
and the highest that the Vatican could 
confer. It is to remem-member such a great 
soul that we, in this House, have assembled 
on this occasion, and by paying tibutes to this 
great soul, I consider that we as small men 
are honouring ourselves. Essentially he was a 
teacher whose first love was teaching and 
that is why we remember him on this day 
and we have named it as 'Teachers' Day'. 

With thsse few words, I place on 
record my very humbie tributes to one of 
the greatest sons of this country. Thank you. 

SHRI M. S. GURUPADA-SWAMY 
(Karmtaka) : Mr. Chairman, words fail me to 
express my tribute adequately to Dr. Radha-
krishnan who was one of the wisest and the 
greatest sons of India, I associate myself 
with all the compliments and tributes paid to 
him by various dignitaries in the Central 
Hall and also by you, and the Leader of the 
House heie. 

The parents of Dr. Radhakrishanan-nan 
gave an appropriate name to him, calling 
him Radhakrishnan. In the Maliabharatha 
epic, this name has got a great significance, 
as you know. Radha represents universal 
love, imperishable universal love; Krishna 
represents universal compassion.   Dr.   
Radhakrishnan   had 

this name given to him by his parents at his 
very birth. This man, born as a man, 
became a superman by his achievements, 
by his vision, by his outlook and by his 
attitude. 

Sir, you are a student of history; many of 
us are. We have read the famous words of 
Plato, the first political philosopher of the 
West. He said : The kings should be philo-
sophers or the philosophers should be 
kings; then only will there be peace in the 
world and stability in society. Dr. 
Radhakrishnan was led by that thought and 
guided by that thought. He had deep roots in 
Indian traditions, Indian philosophy and  he 
was greatly enriched by going deep into 
that philosophy. He always believed in peace. 
He was an apostle of international under-
standing and peace. For him the weapons of 
destrujtion are destroyers unless we destroy 
them. He said in so many words : Before 
the weapons of destruction destory us we 
should destroy them. For him peace is not 
victory. He peeached and propounded peace 
without victory for anybody. Victor's peace 
is no peace. It will not bring about victory 
for peace. That was his motto. By his 
scholarship, erudition and dpth of 
understanding he could interpret India to the 
world and the world to India. He never 
faltered on this. As a role of a teacher, there 
was no one in this country who had said that 
he was not inspired by Dr. Radhakrishnan. 
He was indeed a great teacher and he was 
an orator as you yourself have said. Sir, in my 
younger days I have heard 
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the speeches of Rt. Hon. S;inivasa Sistry. 
As you know, he was called a silver-
tongued orator of the British Empire, I have 
heard his speechr es. I have also heard the 
speeches of Shri C. R. Reddy who was a 
great educationist. But after having heard 
Dr. Radhakrisbnan, let me tell you that their 
speeches pale into insignificance, because 
in Dr. Radhakrishnan's speeches we see 
sincerely, honesty and fervour. It was 
laekiig in others. He was also a diplomat. 
He brought credit to India when he was a 
diplomat and ambassador in Russia. That 
was the time when our reh-tionship with 
Russia was fragile and had not taken deep 
roots. Ho laid the foundation of friendship 
between Russia and India at that time. 

Sir, you have referred to him glowingly, 
about his life as the Chairman of the RaJya 
sabha. I had the benefit of being hero at that 
time. One thing may I tell you? I am 
comparing that period to this period. During 
the time when Radlnkrishnan was the 
Chairman of Rajya Sabha, there were giants 
here, there were also boisterous elements. 
But during that time, as the Churmi he never 
reported to rules or resorted to rulings. Very 
rarely did he do it. Perhaps members also 
rose to the occasion or the Chair also was 
condescending to understand the difficulties, 
the problems of the members. Whatever it is, 
the fact remains that as Chairman of  Rajya 
dabha he created rich 

traditions, laid the foundations for working 
of the parliamentary insti-tutionts here. 
Once he was participating in a seminar in 
the Central Hall. He said, "The majority has 
neither got the right to misrule nor the 
opposition has got the divine right to 
obstruct." He tried to hold a balance 
between the opposition and the 
Government. He never allowed to 
Government to deviate, nor did he allow the 
opposition to obstruct unncessarily. It is a 
lesson that is given to us. 

Sir, throughout his life he taught 
philosophy to poli icians, politics to 
philosphers. He taught discipline to teachers 
and sense of duty to students. That was Radha-
krishnan. This country has become graat not 
beeuase we have got 80) million people with 
us; this country has beeome great because we 
have got great men like Radhakrishnan. We had 
Mahatma Gandhi. We had Nehru. We had very 
very big luminaries. It is remarkable, Sir, at one 
particular part of time a triumvirate arose in the 
Indian gahxy. They were Nehru, Radha-
krishnan and Rajndera Babu, a great 
triumvirate. I do not think that we will be 
having this kind of combination, a rare 
combination in history in the near future. We 
miss them all. Sir, Radhakrishnan's heart was as 
big as the world  itself. His vision was a world 
vision. His  understanding was world under-
standing. Fur him justice is not the justice of 
the strong, it is the justice of the weak. 
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I do not like to say more. Finally, may I 
say that we remember him with respect, with 
love and affection? 

May I quote the words of Longfellow, 
before I end? I think, these befit the 
occasion: 

He wrote : 
"Lives of great men 
All remind us 
We   can   make   our   lives 
sublime." 

Thank you very much. 

SHRI  SAMAR   MUKHERJEE 
(West  Bengal)   :  Mr.     Chairman, Sir, 
myself and my party fully associate with the 
high tributes paid by all of you to this great 
man Dr. Sarvepalli   Radhakriahnan.   I. did 
not have the privilege to be personally 
acquainted with him.    So I cannot express  
from  my  own  experiences about the 
qualities which he had. But from his record of 
performances it is quite clear that he was a 
man of  outstanding   qualities.    He   has 
been   a   big   combination   of  the qualitious 
of a great civilization, a great teacher,  a 
diplomat,  a  politician as well as a humanist.   
He was Chairman of this House also, and you 
have already told how he managed to keep 
the tradition of democracy in this House. 

Sir, to me the most important thing is 
that he represented very high moral, political 
and democratic yalues, which are badly needed 
today in our country. And the gap is great. 
That is why, the more we discuss  the  
qualities    and    values 

which Dr. Radhakrishnan represented, the 
better it is for our country. And the real 
tribute we can pay is to fight for the 
restoration of those high spiritual, moral and 
democratic values in our country. Simply 
paying tributes in words, high tributes, 
without changing our practice, is not really 
paying homage and honour. That is the most 
important thing today. 

Just now I heard some speeches. Dr. 
Radhakrishnan stood for high democratic 
values. But our democracy has reached a 
stage as I have just now stated. In this 
background we are paying tribute to him. So 
this background should be kept in mind 
while paying tributes to him. These types of 
outstanding personalities make the highest 
contribution to develop those moral values. 
If we try again to revive those moral values, 
that will be our real tribute to him. 

I fully associate with the homage you 
have paid, on behalf of our party. 

SHRI PARVATHANENI UPE- 
NDRA (Andhra Pradesh) : Mr. Chairman, 
Sir, I on my own behalf and on behalf of my 
party, pay our respectful homage to one of 
the great sons of India, Dr. Radhakrishnan, 
on the occasion of his Birth    Centenary. 

Sir, coming from Andhra Pradesh, 
my pride is greater when I recollect 
Dr.   Radhakrishnan's immense 
contribution to the country and its 
development during the first two decades of 
our Independence.    Our 
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nation has been fourtunate to have 
had, since Independence and after 
the demise of Mahatma Gandhi, 
the guidance of quite a few great 
mean : Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Sirdar Patel, Maulana Azad, Rajen- 
Babu, Rajagopalachari, Jaya- 
prakash Narayan and Dr. Radha- 
krishnan, to name a few. The 
uniqueness • of Dr. Radhakrishnan's 
greatness lies in the fact of its re 
levance and relationship to persons 
in different walks of life. Acade 
mics, who had come under his sway, 
respected his role as a teacher and 
Vice-Chairman ell  of  two great 
uiiversities—Andhra University 
(which incidentally is my alma mater) and 
the Banaras Hindu University. He left his 
indelible mark of erudition and 
administrative exselleuce on those 
institutions. Similarly, for the first two 
generations of our parliamentarians, he was 
a model Presiding Officer whose footsteps 
successive Chairman of this august House, 
including you, Sir, have been following. 

While the Lower House of Parliament is, in 
a way, a successor to the Central Legislative 
Assembly of pre-Independence days, the 
Rajya Sibha as the Council of States is an 
offshoot of the  Federal polity which we have 
given to ourselves. It is not a replica of the 
Upper House of the earlier period. That the 
Vice-President presides over its proceedings 
is an index, of its pre-eminence in the 
country's parliamentary set up. As the first 
Chairman of th; Rajya Sabha during the ten 
formative years.    Dr.  Radliakrishnan 

laid the foundations on which we are 
building. As a savant and philospher, he 
expounded the quintessence of all that is nobel 
in Indian culture. If India today occupies an 
honoured place in the annals of UNESCO, it 
is in no small measure due to Dr. 
Radliakrishnan. There is a plaque at the 
UNESCO Headquarters in Paris 
commemorating his association with this 
world organisation. 

As President of India, he provided 
sustained moral leadership to the nation. In 
the crisis which enveloped the country 
following the 1962 border conflict with China, 
he was a pillar of strength to Panditji who was 
overwhelmed by the suddenness and intensity of 
the military challenge. Two years later, he pre-
sided over the orderly and smooth transition 
from the Nehru era. In 1966, before laying 
down the high office, Dr. Radhakrishnan had 
cautioned the nation against the corruption and 
mismanagement of public affairs which were 
becoming endemic. Had we heeded his warn-
ing and set our house in order, we would 
have been in a better position today. In 
short, Dr Radhakrishnan's greatness lay in 
every fact of his many splendoured 
pesonality— as a scholar, statesman, 
Diplomats:, a father figure, all roded into one. 

For Members of the Rajya Sabha, 
remembering Dr. Radhakrishnan is more 
than an emotional experience. It is a source of 
inspiration, and guidance to all of us. He 
was not merely the Chairman of the House, 
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he  was a   teacher,    mentor  and philospher 
for ail Members—those on the Opposition 
benches as well as their counterparts on the   
Treasury Benches.   Those were the days   of 
virtually  no  Opposition,  although stalwarts 
like P. Sundarayya, Bhu-pesh  Gupta,  
C.G.K.  Reddy,  and among   our   
contemporaries,    Atal Bihari Vajpayee and   
M.S.    Guru-padaswamy, were on the 
Opposition Benches.       Dr.        
Radhakrishnan nurtured them to blossom into   
what they became  ultimately—the   great 
parliamentarians.   He often treated them as 
he had earlier done to some of them when 
they were his students, A word from him was 
enough to still any voice.   But there was not 
even a solitary occasion in those ten years 
when he did not do justice to the 
Opposition—the    minority    in the House.   
They knew that they had a protector in the   
Chairman Also he saw to it that the House 
remained true to its appellation of Council   
of States where the voice of the Status was 
freely and loudly heard to bend the 
conscience of the Centre to do justice to the 
federating units.   That is Dr. Ratihakrishnan's 
indestructible legacy for us. 

I pay my respectful homage to this 
Great Philosopher and States man. The 
country will ever remember this noble son 
of India and he will continue to inspire the 
gene rations to come. 

Thank you, Sir. 
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"Do not imagine that you are the 

repositories of all wisdom merely  becaouse 
you are the Vihicles clos of  a   wise 
tradiction.   It is your   business  to earth    
that radition.   evolution   is a   facts. The 
world ohanges, spirit grows and  
development.   The  truth    of yesterday   
are   often   only   the half  truths   of   
today.   Do   not think you  possess the; 
whole of the stock marely   because   you 
hold right end of it." 
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SHRI N. E BALARAM (Kaeral) : Mr. 

Chairman, Sir, I on my behalf and on 
behalf of my party join you in paying tributes 
to the memory of Dr. Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan on the occasion of 

I    his birth centenary.    Among     the 
contemporary     creative   thinkers and system 
builders of our country, I think Radhakrishnan     
occupies a high unique  position,     Human 
thinking, holds in. high esteem what has, been 
done for each   nation by its great sons,   the      
ideals     that inspired them and their life 
accomplishments One of the noble figures in 
modren Indian      history     was 
Radhakrishnan.    He was     indeed a versatile 
genius a great scholar, a   great    educationist     
a    great statesman,  all       combined.      As 
several of my   colleagues   said,   he occupied 
several high positions and his contribution   
was   very    wide. He was the first Chairman 
of this august body and he was then the 
president of the country.   It was India's   
peculiar   privilege to   have a great philospher 
and a great educationist  as its  President.   If 
one asks, what was the message that he was 
left, undoubtedly, I would  say it was a 
message of new humanism true democracy, 
genuine secularism and world peace.   This 
message is more relevant and important  now 
than  in  the  past.   Sir,  I have a feeling that 
our country is passing through a spiritual 
crisis.   I do not want  to   hide    it.   Due  to   
socio economic scenario, the entire social 
super-structure including the values created  
by the national liberation movement is in peril.   
It is in this background that we dedica-12.00   
te our selves to great ideals Moon   laid down   
by Dr.   Radhakrishnan.      As    a    philospher, 
he was an exponent of Neb- 
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Vedanta and at the same time, he was 
opposed to the dogmatic theology which holds 
that one religion alone is in possession of 
complete truth. He had a new approach to 
the entire human problems and he 
advocated a multipersonal attitude towards 
reality. He condemned the exploita tion 
prevalent in the society. He was always on 
the side of weaker-sections. He hated the 
vulgar and the degenerated culture that was 
raising its head in our country. I remember 
that there was a big debate When he published 
one of nis outstanding works called 'kalki'. 
Some obscurantists did not like that 
publication. So, theree was a big debate at 
that time. Commenting upon the debate, I do 
rembmber the reply given by Dr. Radha-
krishnan. In that reply, he quoted on: poem 
from Mahabharata. That poem was the 
central point in the debt; betwen Nara 'a and 
Yudhish-tra. Yudhishtra was debating with 
Narada. What is the real situation today in 
our country that has been debated between 
Narada and Yudhistra? They were debating 
on politics, they were ceb-tiig on philosophy, 
they were debating on mords, and they were 
debating on several subjects. Ultimately 
Narada replied and that was qucted by Dr. 
Radhakrishnan, at that time. I reque t the 
Chairman that I may be allowed to quote 
again. 

 

 
Happy days for the people are gone. This is 
not written by Balaram. This is written by 
Vyasa. 

 
The present condition is painful. This is 

what Narada was telling. The present 
condition is painful and pitiable. 

 
The following days are full of sins. 

 
The mother has lost all the vitality. 

This was the condition explained by 
Radhakrishnan, at that time, while he was 
replying to the commentators of his book. I 
think, this is more relevant today. That is 
why, I am quoting this particular 'SLOKA'. 
He was always advocating a new social and 
economic order. I hope, all of us will 
follow his footsteps.   Thank you. 

DR. NAGEN SAIKIA (Assam) : Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I take this as one of the rarest 
opportunities that I have had in my life to 
associate myself with this august function, 
celebrated on the floor of this House in 
memory of one of the greatest and the most 
illustrious sons of India who had enriched 
human knowledge and human civilisation 
by his invaluable contributions. In Dr. 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan the most rare 
combination of a philoso- 
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pher and a statesman as referred to by Plato 
ia his discourse of 'Ideal State' found place.   
He represented the intellect of India in the 
global forum and the essence of the cultural 
and spiritual heritage of India before the 
worl. 1.   A.i   expanent of Indian philosophy,   
Dr.      Radhakrishnan was a greit teacher and 
a scholar academician who not only had his 
eyes towards the past but the future of India 
and as well and the whole human world.    
He was a man of integrated    personality, a 
man of high values   and   of    lofty   ideals 
with   a     cryst 1 clear vision     of life   add      
the     universe      this greatest   huaniht   
julged   everything, big or small,     rightly 
and judiciously. If Gandhi ji touched the 
human heart, Dr.    Radhakrishnan touehed  
the  intellect  of mankind by his talks, works 
and speeches. Though he is no more 
physically he is ever green it* his writings to 
teach the people the lessons of life and to 
throw light on their paths. As the first Viee-
President and the second   Precedent  of    this    
great country, he has left his imperishable 
foot-prints   for   his   successors   to follow.   I 
bow my head in memory of this great men of 
all times and wish that the people of our 
country felt the need for resurreation of his 
tho aghts,   speech s  and   works  in the 
present scene of Indian politics where, as 
Pandit Jawaharlal   Nehru observed, money 
sounds and knowledge whispers where muscle 
power, throat power and political intrigues 
are playing a vital role, where values are 
trampled down, where in the 

name of democracy the most undemocratic 
policies are nurtured, where in the name of 
secularism the most communal methods are 
adopted to seize power, where there is intel-
lectual vacuum in many of the so-called 
politicians. I only hope the memory of this 
great philosopher-statesman would inspiie 
the people of India once again to find out 
the right path. 

With these words, I pay tributes on my 
behalf and on behalf of my party, the AGP, 
in memory of this great son, Dr. 
Radhakrishnan. 

SRI    TRIDIB CHAUDHURI 
(West Bengal): Sir, on my behalf and on 
behalf of my party, I rise to join in paying 
tribute to this great son of India, Dr. 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan who adorned the 
seat of Chairman of this august House for 
the first two terms. Sir, I do not propose to 
sperk at any great length on the 
contributions that he made in various fields 
of the life of this nation as a teacher, an 
ambassador and a statesman. I only hope 
and pray that the light he lit would continue 
to make bright the path of our nation for 
generations to come. Thank you, Sir. 

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO 
(Jammu and Kashmir) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, 
I consider it a great privilege in my life to be 
associated in the paving of tributes to this 
great son of India, Dr. Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan. Sir, when I was a young 
man, 1 had the first encounter with this great 
personality. In 1949 Dr. Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan came 



27      Tributes to [RAJYA SABHA] Dr.S. Radliakrishnan     28 

to Kashmir to lay the foundation-stone of 
Kashmir University. I had not heard him 
before that. When he spoke, he made all of us 
spellbound. He spoke for 1-1/2 hours. Every 
one of us, the students, the teachers and all of 
us heard him with rapt attention. I vividly 
remember that at that particular point of time, 
while laying the foundation stone of the 
Kashmir University, be told Sheikh Sahib, 
who was the Chief Minister at that time : 
"Sheikh Sahib, I consider that this place 
which you have chosen at this present 
moment, will not be sufficient for you." Those 
were the prophetic words and the university 
campus was later shifted to Hazrafbs.1 area 
where it is lodged these days. 

Sir, tributes have been paid by you, 
tributes have been paid by the Prime 
Minister, tributes have been paid by the 
President in the Central Hall today and I   do 
not want to dwell on those subjects.    But I 
have only two things to say about Dr. 
Sarvepalli       Radhakrishnan.    The first 
lesson that we have to derive from    Dr. 
Radliakrishnan is that being a protagonist of 
the good of the   Hindu   religion,   he  was   
not necessarily   communal.   Our Prime 
Minister has also been emphasising this, 
point  that for being a  good Hindu or a good 
Muslim, it is not necessary that you should be 
communal.     Dr.     Sarvepalli     Radlia-
krishnan  was  an   embodiment  of that 
tradition. 

I was given to understand by an official of 
the Rajya Sabha just yesterday that during 
his term of 

office as the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha. He 
called for the official in his cliamber twice 
and asked him that he should, get for him a 
translation of Koran in English written by 
Mohammed Ali Ahmedi. He reminded this 
official of the Rajya Sabha. When this man 
brought that from Lahore the translation of 
Koran, he sent for him in his chamber and 
thanked him and also saw to it that he paid 
the amount that particular person had paid 
for it. This was the vision of Dr. Sarvepalli 
Radhakristman. This was the giertest quality 
of Dr. Radliakrishnan. In spite of being a 
devout Hindu, he considered all religions, he 
studied all religions and he was a true secular 
person. 

The second point that you have raised and 
my friend, Mr Gurupada-swamyhas raised is 
that the greatest tribute that we can pay to this 
great soul of India today on the occasion of 
his birth centenary is to emulate the traditions 
that he laid down for us during his 10 years of 
office as the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha. 
Let us  take a  vow today before his portrait 
that we shall abide by the traditions that he 
has left for us, in the democratic set-up the 
Opposition  has a  view-point,  the ruling 
party has a view-point, they will be given free 
expression of those view-paints, we will not 
resort to hooliganism for which we shall bow 
our heads   in   shame.   Let us start from today 
this practice and I appeal to all parties that the 
only tribute which we  can pay to this great 
soul is from today itself we adhere to this 
policy 
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that we make this Rajya  Sabha a place 
where we express our views calmly and 
coolly where the other side is also heard 
calmly and coolly and we shall not resort to 
any sort of hooliganism. Let us take a vow 
today and that is th.3 tribute that we will pay 
to this great souri. I have no words, as Mr. 
Gurupada-swamy told, "My words fail me 
when I pay tributes to this great soul.". But I 
cam only say one thing before end: 

 
Sir, on my behalf, on behalf of my party, 

the National Conference, and on behalf of the 
United Association of Members of which I 
am the Chief Whip, I pay my humble tributes 
to this great soul of India. Thank you,   Sir. 

SARDAR JAGJ1T SINGH AURORA 
(Punjab): Sir, I associate myself with you 
and other honourable Members to pay my 
humble tributes to Dr. Sarvepdli Racha-
krishnan on the pension of his birth 
centenary today. 

A great and eminent son of India, he won 
world renown as a philosopher and thinker. 
He stands out as a beeon light, as a scholar 
and as a teacher and I should say as a guru 
in the.real sense of the term, 

as understood in our culture. His deep and 
huid understanding of the Vedanta enabled  
him to interpret the vast and great ancient 
knowledge to the Western world thereby 
creating a better understanding between the 
West and the East. Without in any way losing 
the basic principles of the Vedanta, he 
synthesised all the ancient thought with the 
modern, scientific, democratic and humane 
values. Without being a politician, he proved 
himself to be a great and effective diplomat. In 
many ways, his finest hour was when he 
adorned the office of Vice-President and the 
President of this country. 

Though I did not have the good fortune of 
knowing him personally, he made a 
tremendous impact on me when the country 
and her army suffered a major debacle in 
1962 against China. He stood like a rock, 
full of courage, intrepid and defiant, and he 
gave confidence to the people of India when 
there was much confusion and the political 
morale was not particularly high. He rose to 
the occasion and proved himself to be a true 
leader of men in crisis. 

While he greatly enriched cur country 
during his lifetime, he will continue to inspire 
us through his writings, his charactei and his 
qualities for all times to come. It is indeed a 
privilege to pay tributes to the memory of 
one of the greatest and wisest sons of Mother 
India which I do on behalf of my party and 
on my own behalf.    Thank you, Sir. 
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PROF. (MRS.) AS1MA CHAT-
TERJEE (Nominated): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I 
deem it a great privilege to be given the 
opportunity to pay my humble tributes to 
the memory of Dr. Sarvepnlli 
Radhakrishnan and I would like to express 
my gratitude to you for giving me this 
opportunity. 

As an alumnus of the University of Calcutta, I 
feel highly honoured because of his close 
association with our University.     He adorned 
the King George V Chair of Philosophy in the 
University of Calcutta for seventeen years, 
first from 1921  to 1931,  and  then  again  
from  1937 to 1944. He represented the 
Calcutta University at the Congress of Philo-
sophy in the Harvard University in May, 
1962. Dr. Radhakrishnan was spulding 
Professor of Eastern Religions  and   Ethics   
in  the   Oxford University and the first Indian 
to be so  appointed.     He  was  awarded 
honorary  doctorates    by   Oxford, 
Cambridge, Pensylvania and Moscow 
Universities   and    also   by   many foreign 
and Indian Universities. He was honoured 
with Knighthood   in 1931. Dr. 
Radhakrishnan was one of the most 
distinguished educationists   philosophers and 
statesmen of our country.   He was not only a 
great living master of Eastern thought but of 
the  Western as  well.   He spoke with 
meditative introspection about the world of 
the spirit and with passionate intensity about 
the world of today and tomorrow. 

Dr  Radhakrishnan was, and stil is one of 
the most celebrated writers 

of   this   century.   His   works   are many 
and varied on philosophical, theological,     
ethical,     educational, social   and   cultural   
subjects.    His articles are not merely outer 
expression of   his inner thoughts but the 
emblems and embodiments of his very life—
a life that merrily dances forth in the foroni 
out, zig-zag way of the world, removing all its 
obstacles in its own irresistible urge and 
bondless less boldness. This is why his philo-
sophical writings are not   ordinary scholarly   
dissertations    but    also melodious poetical 
perfection    of great and permanent value. 

According  to   our  Indian  view, the 
highest aim of human life is to be, step by 
step, a "Brahmachari", a   'Brahmajnani'   
and   finally   a   ' Brahmavadin'.   Dr. 
Radhakrishnan him slef was an 
embodiment of all these.   In his very first 
work "The Ethics of the Vedanta and Its 
Material Presuppositon",   published   in 
19)3 he had clearly and forcefully asserted— I 
quote : 

"Philosphy  in India  is  not  an abstract 
study, remote from the 
life of man _____The civilisation of 
India is an effort to embody 
philosophical wisdom in social life." 

His mind always travelled in a higher 
plane and could realise the highest laws of 
the Universe. Dr. Radhalkrishnan was 
indeed a versatile genious- a great scholar, 
a great philosopher, a great seer, a great 
wriler, a great orator, a great statesman, a 
great administrator— all combined.   But  
above  all,  he 
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was a Man—a full real Man, who had always 
loved men, served men, worshipped men, not 
as a superior being, not as a superman but 
only as a Man. 

Sir, I would like to quote from Panditji.   I 
quote : 

"He has served his country in many 
capacities. But above all he is a great 
Teacher from whom all of us have learnt 
much and continue to learn. It is India's 
peculiar privilege to have a great 
philosopher, a great educationist and a 
great humanist as her President. That in 
itself shows the kind of men we honour 
and respect." 

Sir, our country is now in turmoil and in 
order to save the country from the critical 
stage through which we are passing wc should 
follow the foot-prints of Dr. Radhakrishnan 
and I am confident that this would enable us 
to maintain the unity and national integration 
and to have peace  on  this  soil. 

With these words, Sir, I pay homage to this 
great soul. 

Thank you. 

SHRI   DHARANIDHAR    BASU" 
MATARI  (Assam) : Sir, I am very grateful 
to you for giving me this opportunity to say a 
few words. 

I had a privilege to attend a farewell 
meeting where Dr. Radhakrishnan and Pt. 
Nehru were present. Tn his speech Panditji said 
: We are sending a Star of India to represent 
India, to one of the greatest countries, 2463 
RSS/88—3 

Russia. In his reply Dr. Radhakrishnan said : 
*T may be a Star of India. But here is the Sun 
from which the Star gets light. Here is the 
Sun of India." He shook his'arm. This 
inspired me very much. I wanted to quote 
this only while paying my homage to this 
great soul. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri A.G. Kulkarni. 

SHRI A.G. KULKARNI (Maharashtra) : 
My Party has already spoken Sir. 

MR.   CHAIRMAN   :   Prof.   C. 
Lakshmanna. 

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI : When so 
many Members have spoken, what is the 
necessity of calling others? 

PROF. C. LAKSHMANNA (Andhra 
Pradesh): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I consider this 
as a great privilege that a teacher is given an 
opportunity to pay tributes to a great savant 
and teacher. 

Sir, the rise of Dr. Radhakrishnan from 
class room to the Rashtrapati Bhavan is an 
eloquent testimony to two things—for the 
greatness which made Dr. Radhakrishnan 
rise to the highest office of President, and 
also the great democracy which prevails in 
this country. 

Sir. Dr. Radhakrishnan was in the great of 
tradition of the great Acharyas of this country. 
Vasishta, Viswamitra, Brihaspati, Nagarjuna, 
Vidyaranya and Vidya Sagar are only a few 
of the outstanding Acharyas who preceded Dr. 
Radhakrishnan. 
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ir. Dr. Radhakrishnan was indomit-ble and 
fearless. He could be like Himalayan peak and he 
could ise above anybody. He was not launted 
by any personality. 

Sir, lam reminded of an incident quoted by Dr. 
Radhakrishnan himself.   When Dr. 
Radhakrishnan was being given farewell in  the 
Soviet Union after completing his term as the 
Indian Ambassador, in the meeting, he could pat 
the cheek of Stalin, he could pat the back of 
Stalin to which, Sir, Stalin had the humblest of 
things  to  say.   He  said,  "Sir, you treated me 
for the first time as a human being."   That  is  
the greatness   of   Dr.   Radhakrishnan. He was  
not daunted, by the spirit of the great 
personalities with whom he   moved.   He  could   
rise  above them.   That is the greatness of Dr. 
Radhakrishnan. Sir. Dr. Radhakrishnan was also 
very humane.   Whlie he could  be a great 
professor of phiiosophy trying to teach the East 
and the West of the great things of the East and 
the West, he could also come   to normal human 
levels.   I Still  remember with  nostalgia  the 
Telugu movies which were screened in   the   
Rashtrapati   Bhavan  when he adorned that offbe, 
and the way he  enjoyed   those  Telugu    movies 
then. 

Sir, from all points of view, Dr. 
Radhakrishnan has been the rarest of rare 
persons, and such a person comes once in a 
way. And it had been our good fortune to have 
been contemporaries even for a small period. 
Therefore, Sir, I would like to pay my 
humblest  tribute  and 

[ ]English translation of the original Speech portions 
dcliverd in Tamil. 

homage to one of the greatest sons this 
country ever produced. 

Thank you, Sir. 

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY 
(Pondicherry) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I am 
thankful to you for the opportunity given to me 
to speak on the occasion of the centenary 
celebrations of the late Dr. Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan.] {Interruption) 

Mr. CHAIRMAN   : Mr. Narayanasamy, 
the general practice  is that when yovt are 
speaking in any language other than English 
and Hindi, you have to inform in advance 
that you are going to speak in such and such 
language, so that   arrangements for 
simultaneous translation can be mado So, you 
may please speak in English now. 



37   Tributes   to [5 SEPT. 1988] Dr. S. RadJiakiislmcit -38 

SHR1V, NAR AY ANAS AMY: Sir, 
for two  or three  minutes, I    will speak in 
Tamil, then I will be speaking in English. 

[Sir, the great Philosopher Dr. 
Radhakrishnan taught at the Presidency 
College, Madras and during his tenure 
there he had authored many books on 
philosophy. Later his genius was 
recognised and hi was acclaimed as an 
outstanding philosopher throughout the 
world. He went to the Banaras Hindu 
U.iiversity as Vice-Chancellor whsre, 
tkjeause of his perseverance and 
commitment to the field of Education, he 
strove hard and brought about a 
renaissance in different faculties of the 
University. He was not only a 
philosopher but also a renowned 
Statesman. During his tenure as the Vice-
President of India, in his capacity' as the 
Ex-Officio Chairman, Rajya Sabha, he 
exhibited a marvellous understanding in 
interpreting the Constitution of India and 
the concept of Democracy besides 
protecting the honour and dignity of the 
House and its Members. On becoming 
the President of India, he took sum a 
keen interest in the well being and 
welfare of the people of the entire nation 
that he was looked upon as a guiding star 
by one and all]. 

Mr. Chairman, Sir, when Dr. 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnanji went to Rusd 
i, he met the great leaders there and when 
he met Stalin he held discussions with 
him. In the said discussions, he said that 
there was a King Emperor who was 
ruling several small rajyas in the country 
and he 

† English translation of the original speech 
delivered in Tamil 

acquired those countries, smail legions by 
blood-bath. Then he renounced the world 
and went as a sanyasi and stayed nearby a 
bodhic tree, that is the great tradion of 
Indian nation, that was Buddha. Sta l in  
was moved by his words and he saiu, you 
are the only person who is giving me a 
humane approach and who is teaching me 
on the philosophy of the Indian country and 
the world. And he sa;d, I wi'l get more 
knowledge from  you  on  philosophy. 

With these words. Sir, T conclude. 
Thank you. 
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SHRI SHIV PRATAP MISHRA (Uttar 

Pradesh) : Hon.Chairman, I am deeply 
thankful for the honour accorded to me to pay 
tributes to a great philosopher, Dr. Sarvapalli 
Radhakrishnan along with my leader and 
friends in the Treasury Benches and in the 
Opposition both, in this august House today. 

As a teacher, Dr. Radhakrishnan was 
respected in the country as well as abroad. He 
was the visiting professor of Philosophy in 
Oxford. At that time, his command on philo-
sophy as well as English literature forced 
Bertrand Russel to say that when 
Dr.Radhakrishnan speaks, English people 
bow down in shame. 

As a philosopher, he had taught the gospel 
of Universalism. In his exposition of Advaita 
Vcdanta of Sankara which he had taken from 
Upanishadic scripture that : 

 

It means   : 
Which is the cause of origin of this universe, 
which is ths cause of sustenance of this 
universe, and in which each and everything is 
desso-lved, is the cause that is Absolute; that 
cause is Brahma Sankara's Vedanta; that 
cause is God; that cause is Allah; that is 
absolute which is interpreted as shaunya in 
Buddhistic theory of philosophy. He also 
compared the doctrine of Christianity with 
Gita in which it was said that when the sinner 
confesses before God, or when the sinner 
confesses in the prayer, his sin is condoned. 
That is the translation he has given as : 

 
As Lord Krishna said that if any sinner is 

determined to take refuge in me while doing 
the philanthropic deeds for the welfare of 
all, then yon Arjuna, be determined that he 
will be free from all the sins. And that is why 
he compared it with Christianity where 
Christ says, one who comes and takes re-
fuge in God, he will be free from all the sins. 
As a statesman, when he became the President 
of India, he got world-wide congratulations. 
He was compared to the philosopher king of 
plato, the Greek philosopher. In his saying in 
the House, as Chairman of this House, he 
said that it is the duty of the Treasury 
Benches to tolerate frank and free critiism 
of the Opqo- 



41    Tributes   to [iSEPT 1988] Dr S. Radhakrishnan      42 

sition, but at the same time he also said that 
Opposition should not go on hampering and 
obstructing the functioning of Parliament. 
Opposition should not always try to 
interrupt the functioning of the State. This 
was his statement in this house as a 
Chariman. I pay my tributes to Dr. Sarvepalli 
Raaha-k rishnan as a great, teacher, a great 
philosopher and a great statesman. 

Thank you. 

WRITTEN       ANSWERS     TO 
QUESTIONS 

Recovery   of    amounts   from drug 
companies as arrears of land revenue. 

461.   SHRI M. KADHARSHA     : SHRI 
RANJNI RANJAN SAHU : 

Will the Minister of    INDUSTRY be 
pleased to state : 

(a) Whether any intimation to the 
Collector to recover the amount due from any 
drug company as arrears of land revenue was 
subsequently withdrawn; 

(b) What are the reasons therefor and 
what is the name of the concerned company 
and the amount involved ; 

(c) Whether it is a fact that the cheque 
sent by M/s. Warner Hindustan as partial 
payment was returned and the Collector was 
advised to go ahead with the recovery 
proceedings: and 

(d) If so, what arc the reasons for 
following different yardsticks for different  
companies? 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY (SHRI J. 
VENGALRAO): 

(a) and (b) : The Collector, Bombay was 
asked to stay the use of coercive process for 
recovery of amount due from the following 
companies involved in the Supreme Court 
judgement as arrears of land revenue after 
these companies had made part payment, 

(Rs. in 
takbs) 

Name of the Company Amount 
due 

1. M/s. Pfizer Ltd. 48.21 
2. M/s. Geoffrey Manners & 28.37 

Co. Ltd. 
3. M/s. John Wyeth (India) 133.46 

Ltd. 
(Amount assessed final ly by the special 

team). 

(c) The amount of Rs. 1,06,36, 255.44 
was assessed to be due from M/s. Warner 
Hindustan Ltd. on account of overcharging 
the prices of some drugs. The company 
disputed the amount and sent a Cheque for 
Rs. 30.11 lakhs. This was not accepted by the 
Government and the Cheque was returned 
and the company wis asked to piy the full 
amount. The Bombay High Court has 
subsequently stayed the collection. 

(d) The three companies referred to in 
part (b) subsequently made part    payments 
pending the finali- 


