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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHR1
JAGESHDESALI): After this, there are two
more special mentions, and after that is
over, Shri Bhajan Lai will make a
statement.
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SHRI RAOOF VALIULLAH
(GUJARAT) : Mr. VicerChairman, Sir, this
problem of salinity has been raised again and
again in this House oyer the last five years,
but no concrete steps have been taken either
by the State Government or by the Central
Government.  Fortunately, with the starting
of the technology mission, for th? first time,
the problem of salinity and brackishness is
bjing tackled on a war footing. R's. 5
crbres have baen earmarked. As my hon.
colleague pointed < out, the problem of
salinity in the entire coastal area of. Gujarat
should be tackled on a very urgent basis. |
would, therefore, request the Government,
particularly, the hon. Minister of Rural
Davelopment, to look into this."

Stoppage of Steamer Service by S.C.1
in Goa

SHRI JOHN F. FERNANDES
(Goa): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, through
you. | would like to draw th attention of the
Government to th plight of the people
residing bri th
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Konkan coast due to the stoppage of steamer
service by the S.C.I.

Since the liberation of Goa and even before
that, as you must be well aware, Goa was
linked with Bombay and other coastal districts
of Maharashtra with steamer service catering
to the needs of the people on the Konkan
coast. The steamer service did not only help
passenger service but also was useful for the
transport of perishable farm and  other
livestock products to the cities of Bombay
and Panjim. It was the most convenient and
cheap mode of transport for the old and the
sick who wanted to avail of medical
treatment in the cities.  But to the utter
surprise of the people of the Konkan coast,
the steamer service was withdrawn on the
plea that there was need to put the steamer
service to better use elsewhere for a greater
national cause.  As such, the people of the
area did not object to it. Now, it appears from
the Government's utterances that the steamer
service may not be continued under the
pretext that it is running at a loss.

Sir, the main purpose of any public sector
transport undertaking is not of commercial
nature, to make profit, but to cater to the ne
eds of the traveling public. It should be ser-
vice-oriented/ It is hoped that the Centrsl
Government  will  cooperate with the.
Governments of Maharashtra and Goa to
resume this service during this season at least
to alleviate the problems faced by these |
people.



