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SHRI SUKH RAM : Sir, 1 move :
“That the Bill be returned ”

- SHRI RAM AWADHESH SINGH : He
could not satisfy me.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI - H.
HANUMANTHAPPA) : He has already
said .that he could not satisfy everybbdy.

The question is :
“That the Bill be returned.”

The motion was adopted. . --

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN, (SHRI JA.
GESH DEASI).. IN THE CHAIR].

STATEMENT BY MINISTER - -

Accident in River Ganga near Manihari
Ghat in Bihar on 6th August, 1988

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE

MINISTRY OF SURFACE TRANSPORT
(SHRT RAJESH PILOT): .Sir, this
House hgs learnt with deep regrei and
anguish th. tragic boat accident which
took place in the river Ganga near Mani-
harighat of Katihar district in Bihar on
6th August, 1988.

It has been reported by the Government
of Bthar that the ill-fated vessel named
“JALTARANG?” started its journey in the
cross ferry service from Mgznibarighat to
Sahebgan) on 6th August, 1988. At about
10.45 a.m., after proceeding about 100
yards from Maniharighat the motof launch
lost balance and capsized. Reportedly
about 300 persohs were on board the ves-
sel against the rated capacity of 123 pas-
sengers. A number of country boat; which
wzre near the site of the accident picked
up about 125 persons and brought them
to shore. Some of the passengers swan
ashore. 22 bodies have been recovercd and
66 oper:ons have been registered as miss-
ing.

The State Government has further re-
ported that immediately after the ocour-
rence of the accident, the Block Develop-
ment Officer, Manihari reached the spot
- within half ap hour. The District Magis-
trate Katihar also reached the spot at
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2 p.m. Efforts were made by the local
administration to bring out the vessel with
the help of tractors which was not suc-
cessful. Therefore, immediately the Naval
Headquaricrs and Eastern Nava! Command
were approached for assistance. 7 Naval
Divers from Delhi ang 30 jawans with
6 boats from Siliguri arrived for rescue
an relizf operations on 7th August, 1988.
The Chief Minister of Bihar, his Cabinet
colleagues and other senior officials of the
State Government reached the site on 7th
August 1988 and supervised rescue  and
relief operations, The Chief Minister also
anpounced on ex-gratia payment of Rs.
5000/- to the kith and kin of the dJead.

Due to the swift current in the river,
the salvage operations could not be under-
takgn effectively, However, with the assir
tance of a private steamer and one steamer
of ClWlC attempts were made on 7th

* 8th and 9th August, 1988 to pull but the

submerged vessels on the evening of 10th
August, 1988 the rescue vessels succeed-
ed in femporarily lifting the ill-fated ferry
launch out of water for about 30 minutes.
At this time the local MLA and about 100
persons who had collected there were pre-
sent and the State Government has report-
ed that no dead bodies were trapped in-
side the vessel. It has further been re-
.ported by. the State Government that the
iil-fated vessel was built in 1975 and re-
gistered in 1976. The State Government
has intimated that “the statutory iéquire-
ment for the purpose of registration, grant
of certificate of survey and issuance of
certificate of competence of the crew mem-
bers huve been complied with in accord-
ance with the provisions. The competent
authoritg} carried out the fitness tests of
the vessels and on completion of such tests
on 19-2-1988, issued a receipt in form No.
6 as required under Section 7 -of the In-
land Vessels Act, 1917 which is valid till
18-2-89.

A criminal case under. various sections
including 304, 304A; 307, 280 and 282 of
the Inaian Penal Code has been registered
against Shri Narain Prasad Singh, the
proprietor, the Manager, the , Driver and
other crews totaliing 9. The Manager has
been arrested on 7th August; 1988. Other
accnsed persons are absconding. Warrant
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f arrest has peen issued for the arrest of
the abscording persons and the State Goy-
ernment hay initiated zction to attach the
property of the abiconding persons. Sir, [
have just received a message from the
Bihar Government that they have obtainzd
a permsssiop from the cowrt to attach the
property of My, Bachchy Singh, who js the
owners of the vessel. Show cause notice
for cancellation of lease of ferry service
has also been issued against the propiietor.

The State Government had on 9-8-1988
ordered a high level administrative inquir,
by thc Division Commissioner, Kosi
Division, bu! subsequently on 13-8-1988
‘nas zTnoODRCEd Yne  DoWing of a juddsiad
enquity,

N

I visited Patna as wel! as the site of the
accident on 13th August, 1988 witk senior
officials of the Surface Transport Minstry.
I had also an occasion to meet large num-
her of peopic at the site of the accident
including seme wurvivors and relatives of
the victiras and I have conveyed to them
the heart-feli condolences of the Govern-
ment of India at the tragic loss of the lives.

As already stated the State Government
have decided to order a judicial jnquiry
into this tragic accident. The full facts
will be known after the inquiry report be-
comes available. In the meanwhile, what is
important i: that effective action should
be tiken against those who have not cxer-
cised duc care and caution in the jun-
ning of the ferry, Equally imporant is
the need to take steps to’ prevent recur-
rence cof such tragic accidents. We have
received assurances from the State Gov-
ernment that they have initiated deterrent
action against the owner of the ferry the
Manager and .taff connected with the run-
ning of the ferry. We have also been in-
formed by the State Government that al!
District Magistrates have been instructed
to take adequate steps to prevent over-
loading of the ferries and to ensure com-
pliance with the rules and regulat.ons in
order to prevent such mishaps. Other State
Governments also have been requested to
take similar action. We have also advised
Bihar and all the State Governments to
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verify the fitness certificates and the vail-
ability of safety equ:ipment. of a'l the
licensed vessels ferrying passengers.

SHRI CHITTA BASU (West Beugalj:
Sir, if you don’t mind, kindly allow me to
seek ciaiifications first, because I have to
leave to catch a train, ‘ :

.- o

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
GESH DESAL) : All right.

(SHRi JA. -

SHRI CHITTA BASU : This statement
concerls even more than what has besn
revealcd in the Press.

First of all, may I know whether it has
been drawn to the notice of the Minister
that the Ditrict Magistrate has stated ihat
529 passengers were booked on thet par-
ticular day. Now, he gave a number which
does not tally with the number of the
passengers who had booked. He says that
about 300 persons were on board. Actu-
ally eccording to the statement of the
DM, 529 pa.sengers were booked. Is he
sure about it and what steps have becen
taken by the Government to verfy the
pumber of the parsons who got themselves
pooked and whether that booking clerk
has been forced to give all those receipis
or the tickets for verification of these. Az
far as I know he has been abscondiug and
the Government has failed to take hold

of him.

SHRI SHANKER SINH VAGHELA
(Gujarat) : What about withoat ricket
people ?

SHRI CHITTA BASU : 1 don’t know
that. As a matter of fact, he says 20 bo.lies
pave been recovered and 66 persong have
peen registered as miscing. As a matter of
fact this Figure is not correct. How does he
¢ome to this figure? What is the evidence
on the basis of which he has concluded
that these are the number of persons
whose bodies have been recovered and
66 persons have been registered as missing,
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It is a fact that this ferry steamzr sys-
tem was run earlier by the Railways. At
a certain point of time this ferry sysiem
has oeen iicensed over to two private per-
sons. I would like to know what was the
reason behind withdrawing the Railways

for conducting this ferry services and

handing over to the

May I know whether adequate precautons
have been taken to verify the capacity of
the private owners of the steamers to con-
duct this ferry? In ths case, the private
owners did not take adequate precautions
to safeguard the security of the passengers.
May I know the quantum of compensation
so far paid or granted? It has been the
demand of the people that the quantum of
compensation should not be less than Rs.
1 lakh per person. May I know whether
the Government propose to consider it
with sympathy?

private compan.es.

Last'y, the Ganga river flows throughont
the State of Bihar and other States also.
In thi; particular case, we are referring
to Bihar. The number of bridges over
Bihar conuecting the two banks are very

few and the Government's lethargy is also

there. 1 only want to mention that the
Ganga Road bridge at Patna was proposed
as eally ag 1916 and has been completed
in the vear 1980. In this connection, may
1 know fiom the hon, Minister whether
the Government proposes to have more
bridges to connect both sides of the Ganga
particularly in the urban areas so that the
ferry svstem would be minimised and that
woull also ensure the safety and secarity
of tho.e who cross from that bank to this
bank ? ’

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA (Bihar) :
Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir T would like to
noint out in the beginning that the hon.
Ministcr should be careful about what he
is savin® on the basis of the report of the
Bihar Government. I am saying this be-
cause 1 come from that State, and
T am aware of the fact that there is
a river mafia operating in Bihar. This is
a very pow erful mafia. This is not the only
ghat that the mafia has got. They have
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108 ghats only in two districts in Bihar,
namely, Kalibar on this side of the river
and Sab:bganj on the other side of the
river beiween which this motor launch
pteamer has collapsed or sunk. Now, it
is not a question of politics. I would not
like to inject any element of poliiics in
thig very gruesome human tragedy be-
cause whether we are sitting on this side
or that side, probably we are subjecied to
the :ame influence. The point I am mak-
ing 15 that, this mafia which is opeiating
in Bihar has tremendous political clout
and they have done it in the past aad they
have probably done it again. Mr. Vice-
Chairman, they are capable of getting the
bodies washed away. The Government was
trying to recover bodies and the agencies,
both private and official, were trying to
recover bodies. Earlier, way back in 1948
there was a similar accident. A boat
called Nerayani capsized between Patna
and the other side and this was this mafia
it was the same family which was opcrat-
ing that steamer. This has been bicught
out by a judicial commission which went
inio this. They took steps to see that bodieg
floted dowp the river so that they were
not recovered. Now, I am very surprised
at 'the statement which the Minister has
made here that a hundred people ani local
MLas saw the steamer come up and they
found that no bodies were trapped inside.
As my friend, Mr. Chitta Basu has men-
tioned, newspaper reports indicate quoting
the local authorities, that 535 tickets were
issued. Now, Mr. Vice-Chairman what
happens is that they issue the tickets on
this side and collect those slips on the
other. They do not issue regular ‘ickets.
They collect the glips or the papers on
the other side when passengers alight be-
cause they want to avoid paying taxes.
Therefore, this is the manner in which they
operate. Now, the steamer got capsized
and they ali got sunk. So the record shouid
be available that 535 tickets were issued.
What has happened to those peopie ?
About 100 people were rescued, 22 dead
bodies have been found. Where ara the
rest ? They all came from different parts
of the districts there, There are people
from villages who don’t have any aware-
ness to report who is missing, who is not
missing. Many of them were families on

pilgrimage. So, about the correctness of
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figures, I would urge very humbly on the
Minister to check, to insist on the Bihat
Government that correct figures should
come, Now the other thing, Sir, is, this
vessel wag also carrying 600 bags of
wheat. It was not only overloaded with
passengeres, jt was also overloaded with
cargo. This is my information.

Now, the second point which I would
like specifically to ask from the Munister
is that two kinds of reports had appeared-
One is that it was as a result of the en-
gine failure. The Minister himself in his

statement says that the motor launch Jost

balance and capsized. Now, Mow gid the
motor launch lose balance ? The informa-
tion is that it hit a sand bank and there-
fore coliupsed. Now, in this connection,
would like to know from the Municter
whether he is aware that this gervice used
to operate traditionally even when the
Railways were operating it from a ghat
called Menihari-Kalali Ghat, This was g
traditional ghat and then sometime ago,
this mafia cperator changed the ghat to
another one which is called the Majihari-
Masjig Tola Ghat and this Masjid Tola
Ghat is not a safe navigational chaancl.
So, after proceeding a 100 yards, this
steamer lost balance because it hit a sand
bank. What exactly is the reason which
eyewitnesses have given? The ieports
which have appeared say that it is cnly
because it hit a sand bank that it lost
balance and capsized.

Now, the third point which I would like
to make is that 1o salvage operations were
carried out for a long time. For 30
hours, nothing a tall happened. The Min-
ister in his statement says, the BDO reach-
ed there within half an hour. My infor-
mation is that the BDO took two hours
to reach and the District Magistrate took
four hours to reach and even after the
B.D.O., the District Magistrate and other
officers bad reached, no salvage operation
was carried out for hours on end and the
only rescue operation was by the ‘ocal
people who took to boats, wha teook to
any other means which they had and they
went and rescued the people. Now ome
other fact which has come about and
about which no reference has been made
in the Ministér’s statement is that the pilot

ke . N
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of the vessel was an apprentice and it is
a difficult channel. The piver Ganga is a
very difficult river. It is not an easy river
on which anybody can operate. [ am
sure, the hon, Minister is aware that when
boals come into Calcutta port, what 1s
the cxtent of care which is taken in pilot-
ing there. We pay our pilots a helty
amount every month in order to see that
the boats come safely, Now, here the pilot
appeais to have been an apprentice and
be couid not control the vessel and fum-
bled. I would like to know from the Min-
ister whether any enquiry has been imade
to find out whether the pilot was qualified.

Then the other point which has already
been made, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, is i
regard to the Railway Ministry. [ think
the Railway Minister is not present here
but the rea! criminal of the case is the
Railwny Ministry because this ferry ser-
vice and not only this ferry service there
are other ferry services in Bihar, which
were discontinued unilaterally, totaily in
disregard of public convenience, public
safety by the Railway Ministry all of a
sudden and it is basically they who are
responsible because the mafia which is
operating in Bihar hag not oaly got its
grip on Bihar Government but it has its
tentacies spread out in Delhi also and they
persuadcd the Railway Ministry to give
up this feny service and once it was re-
vived in 1981-82, butit was dsscontinued
after a few months and it has not been
revived. The real guilty party is the Rail-
way Ministry apd I would like to know
from the Minister, now that notize has
been issued to discontinue this ferry ser-
vice and the other ferry services which
the same party is plying, are also likely to
be discontinued, what steps do the Govern-
ment propose to take specially in the Rail-
way Ministry to see that ferry services
are once again introduced so that the
travzlling public is not put to inconve-
nience ? "Lastly, Sir, just one more point
which I wculd like to make and about
which I cautioned the Minister that day
when 1 was gpeaking on the National
Waterway bill, There is an Act on Inland
Waterway declaring the river Ganga from
Allahabad to Haldia as a National Water-
way. This Act was passsed in 1982, There
are certaipn provisions in this Act which
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[Shei Yashwant Sinhal

enjoin upon the Government g ‘certam
responsibility and that responsibility under
the 1986 Act on National :
Authority bas been transferred

Waterway

to that
Act. Now what are these provisisons?
These provisions are and I would like to
draw the atlention of the Minister to only
one or two provisiong only.

“Control activities such as throwing
rubbish, dumping or removal of material
In or from the bed of the national
waterway and appurtenant land, in sO
far as they may affect safe and efficient
shipping and navigation, maintenance of
navigable channels, river training and
conservancy measures.”

L] [ >

The Act then says that the Government
hag (he tight to levy Tees, which shall be
collected in the manner prescribed, from
all those who use the national waterway.
Then 1t speaks of ‘‘the periodical inspec-
tion of the national waterway and the sub-
mission of the inspection reports tc thz
Central Government.” These are the va-

rious duties enjoined upon the authority. .

These me the duties which the Govern-
ment ha. taken upon itself under the NWa-
tional Wuterway Act as well as the Inland
Water Transport Authority Act, 1 was
pointing this out the other day. The Act
wag passed in 1982, Till date, according
to my iiformation, the Government of
India has not framed any rules. From 1982
to 1988, six years have gone by. Yet no
rules have been framed. Even if the rules
have been framed, they have not been im-
plemented. I; the rules have been framed
and implemented, this would not
have taken  place. The boat, I
am appointing out to this House, Sir, took
many hours to sink, Tt was fully submerged
only at 3 p.M. It hit the bank and the
capiize started at 10.30 AM, Bot up t-
3 p.M. it was not fully submerged under
water. And if steps had been taken by the
Government or the agencies of the Govern-
ment in time, a lot of lives could have
been saved. Thig is a great human tragedy.
Tt is unprecedented in recent times, No
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such tragedy has taken place as far as na-
vigation on inland waters is concerned, I
would like to urge, through you, Sir. upon
the non. Minister, one point. Judicial in-
quiry will take place. Criminal investiga-
tion will take place. Cases will be started. "
But tnat Bacha Babu has not yet been
arrested. He has applied for anticipatory
bail. It shows the weakness of the Gov-
ernment. But the point I am making s,
the Goverpment of India must live up to
the respon-bilities they have assumed un-
der the Act. If they do not, then they are
alsp {failing in their duties and responsibi-
lities and they are equally guilty for the
toss of human lives.

M O AIG AT (IAT WRW) ¢
HET, W OUF ol gaw qeAT
RIgH §

egavaw (s wiw IwE)
Wi ¥ qfoT waF @w g owF
F §ig G TG AR wadr

A W AW WMIA : {IEET,
q uf § ®wAOw 9O SIEW E |
A&, § WIAAE Her qgew @
sttaeT wgal § 1% 6 @idig &r UE
qZAT & #IT 6 wil@ FT gEAT
4T 519 16 @il &1 E) W@ & A
16 @@ =1 | gt F smwfas
w1t | fony F1 Ffogw N
TR 1 IEH 33 w@ ua g B
fuzgaiz %7 F foo T Y F9-
o # wE F oWy, I
6 AILT #T T2IT & FIT 16 @i
GF FTH( AT TFA1gr AR FT G
i ag  famad fremy g 7
zefae ool /g g R ST gEse
g7 &I Feul fag &1 q=0Av
sigdr & 0

ot gammfa frw (fa@me)
JomwTene  AdEy, wosdr W_Wm
¥ i § WEt ug wed wdv ¥
qeay, wawy o few gy St §
3 & fagre 7 faaey «@w=f g,
fagle & =gy o &7 WY IEAT
Frasd & @ @i § fagie e
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¥ gz, afagidn, wifgasie, amwgs,
FOU wE, (B qEagl AgEEge
qE 9T 3T €A HAqqy g |
SYEMTENE  A3Ed, qedl ¥ Wd
TERT  Sadl 9 §F qIAT #{ el
F FUT g G AT | IH @Ay A
JrEFT CHT WRIT FIF A TA0ET
ML ey o B swmAE WI
WA & IF WM =y F ;e
WA W FE WRFE WEHI §@
FOT & 1 AT 4T g9 A FF F
FiTor fFEY g8 Swor &0 f& qfF-
FAR U 1CER f-0 1 U E I A £
&HF Al g AMAIT WEIWIR A
2@ ag §--7 IR uefyAewmd it
T WHAHES TT Gy UL §H W TAC
wmr % afas g gy wiq W@l
qr | fgg1x & @wa a@Er "YU
gr T8 & SR aeqAr  Agr A
S OGR! 6 [UEE F IEAN
g€ war, AT fagiz § W F FR
w4 way AT wrg g & 34
T g § 1 AT F  gwa, <
¥ uH4 Wl HHTE TG, Aaw
w1 §fiaT WA § g7 WS wT
fagie & HE []WIX { 19T qQAT
g AT G T g | g SR
43, gT &5 9T TGN FAIA @y §7,
ity 9T T U it gu fawrd & o
a3 & AE A WA § A e
YIT FI &I ayqeql gl g oaid
a, MW &7 A w10 oaw
jHy & f5T I 4T 9@ WA §
o amqy @A9 1 wifEw 5 oy
by stigor adiar W g & S9
P ¥ uFuEs few & wex  fad
P it 9% T % U owed §. ..

Syaweme (s wAw )
@9 fea o7 gT §.....

..

i wadm wEm 15 feA ¥

syt Y gy I E

.=t warmafa faw o o7-7 few
g ¥ T A wE G oWF § )

I
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6 HaEd ¥ fex S ART A
F yrgqa AT FIX F fag qiar
FETY W F WA FW F HC
gIT T FA FUgY g U
“Frer @8, ‘At &7 FEY O
g 1 9T W & | uF fay oar
agl 600 & I AW 7 fewe FaAAn
g a0 Wawid g & 5 600
§ wfus WA A @3 T 0
g A1 T qigq. IqH wal
g a1\ ST mwmd g fw

@WT # T drouwodio (?)
AR TF WAL HR & @Tg
TE 98 @WR W @ W

AUgH FE afy wha f& 5 7
Sar g & fqo @1 W@ @1 ar e
FT ®YGT 9T T fFE THIT &1 Tl
a1 | A |igm WAl AgRT %W
qIX A/ S gy | e AR §F
& 1 39T oY F3 AR IAT AT AF |
fueq @wAH(F g IFT § "q2Ar
AT o qUd AT WG &
= ® O oagt @ a7 | FE AT
WET 19 wal AZRA B 918 AF |
T2 TgT F @ g 9 F
WM g qudwE F I AT @AY
g3 g, om< A% & WU ag adg
STHRI  FAFT  AEAE  FT TS
T E? osiwed wiw g I um a1
gl mIwi @Y &G 9T Wi
qadz gar, afsad  oEEWE gw
AfET Ox F@ AT UF AGISAIS g7
Al ¥ WT T UM FEA-FEH
4T, g F G FIA-FIH 9T
AT gw g 1 Tadr agt afe gd
T 1 810 TOT W AR ¥
X T T L W@d AT WA IW
T @ 3wml SAwd At ofim
UF q§ F AT [A WS [ AIAA
10-10, 20-20 1% & WA §
fFaY 43 40 wiedr, fEEY 4T 60
miaey, fadr qT 30 HIEH 9
FT &, aar 9 qAGT 1 WL HIGH
iyt o & woAuAl, 3§ 9K
%iE FT AT §, T qA AG A4,
qHIJYT IE §  FF AT TF
WL 9w A FAm @ TG e
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L q@ar i nTg & A oA
F39 FN-FA G T qAT FT 98 FY
qqi AT AT § R WEEIT & qig
AWML & T AT @ 7 aqr7 a1
ST § | SEAT qg frar T g, Afww
#a’ra'ﬁn Tigmr § & a| ww qu
qar ? Hag wew wwea g fFow
g9 T q< faw AQ ST § A
IE WT  FE 9T WA FT EWLIAT
Torrgt ? oot feafa ag g fe W
FT W 99 & Fwra fwEr wrz-
wreqr & ar fedr  wfemn @y
T T fear srar & o @l
T E AR ST AT 4%
g1 waRr wifadt & F &
TR 1 I A feaen
szr wrar & 1 ag_ ot gar § fr we
FT-qy W& FE AIZ G WRF
fads &Y g oar Sa% @ 9iy ot
Ty, FAr &E A ™A H FwAl-
wft S A wF aw q feg sy
g MT ST A FIHT F@T & A
md ®&F qYAT AT AT TSH
AT @FT FIY YT SIGT & | &%
qTR 3@ AFT A TEAICE F E
st TS qEas ar 9g T W7 15
fee w®HT o1 T AT SN UEl
- g gg wWeHe T fear 1 § Fgar Srgar
gfa g Wede g & 1w
BT @ Y atd Ad #, US-
Mas Fawabn F§ Fa @ 0,
qFFIU T AL AT | HGITATA
I T FW ¥ AT q@Y QR
§ 15 fqae agl WHFT I WY )
§ dm w1 @A FET AGA E
qqq G @t & ag qedr agar
$ B o qw a 9% fyer AEY 99 san

g aF T W9 ag 98 @I F
&g Srdd ! oW @ $g 9%
g§fa gz oomowr faamm aH &
af & swgm wgar gfd @@
ar ow & W gl fawm
Wi faaw g ar gw fafast &,
foemrdr @ o & 1 gfwo =g
@M% aogd 5 oa as = # faor
T 9 ST § AT AT T T WS
o @ qwedT ! T WIT s
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Tgr 9T aFed 4t 3 &Y &, AfwA
Saar wadr feafa £ sTasErd @
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g aw ¥ Sfsfma FwmEd

WA g A aww A= wAQar
fe @ @ gemaTAtw w1 T AIES
2 ? fag &3 ¥ HeIT 9g TEAT T
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& ar T fmw a1F A FC R E )
ST AT & I FURE A
A FEENT F AT GI9T § IT
¥G gm N oAS W &

Ha ¥ qA gy 3@ F WY
FZAT 9T W & fF A waw
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g Tad fa¥ =g wod g ¥
fadg s@d  #T foe § Wd @M
TEH 9T qWaId | A A A ogE

@, TG | 9g e =eAr »
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& ¥ 1 AT AW AT TEATH
g & 1 tmiva wfaw #zmaw
1 gzarsl  F) gAaafa 79, W
fad & smar Fwr g fr A wgr
HATHTR  IFT &7 |

geawreas (st @iy awed): s
gEma §7 )

ot oAt Tt g (fagre) @ So-
qATEAY HEed,  TUX T A9 Wl
oam ar agl !

IqaaeRs (st waw ) : wega,
TR 1T WA FEET |

SHRI SUKOMAIL SEN (West Ben-
-~. gal): Sir, I have read the stafement,
But I am sorry that although the in-
cident is very much tragic and grue-
some, the statement has been prepared
very casually, It has been said in the
statement that there were about 300
persons reportedly in the poat. fHow
doeg it become ‘reportedly’? Whg re-
ported it? Who reported that there
were 300 persons? Was it the District
Magistrate, or the Commissioner or
the Proprietor of the steamer? Who is
the person who hag reported that there
were 300 persons on the steamer? So
far the Government hag not tried to
“verify as to how many passengers
were really there on board. We do
not know whether they have seized
the ticket books. Ags some of the hon,
Members have pointed out, it has ap-
peared in the newspapers ang the
Commissioner himself says that 509
Dersong were on board. After that,
the Government says that 300 persong
were there. I do not know how the
,Government of India has come to the
'conclusion that only 300 persons were
there. I would like to have a proper
clarification from the hon Minister as
to how they have arrived at this figure
of 300 persons,

Now, another point is about the
searching of dead bodies about which
my respeced friends has already men-
tioned. In fact, in which areas were

——— e o ma
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the dead bodieg searched? Wag it
only at the spot where the boat sank

19881 by Minister

or further down-stream? In this
rainy sea<on, the river flows very
speedily. The dead bodies might

have been washed away. Up fo what
area, were the dead bodies searched?
According to the Government state-
ment, only 22 bodies have been reco-
vered. According to the statement, 68
perscns have been registered ag ‘miss-
ing’. According to available reports,
there may be over three hundred per.
sons missing. So, I would like t0 know
in '‘which area the Bodies were search-
ed.

Now, I come to the salvaging of the
boat on 10th August. The incident
occurred on 6th of August. It was
salvaged for Half an hour only on 10th
of August, j.e. after four days. The
Minister says that the local M.L.As.
were satisfled that there were no bo-
dies stuck up in the vessel. It is pos-
sible that during the four days be-
cause of fhe speedy current of the
river, the deag bodies might have
been washed away. So, it was all
the more necessary that the search
should have been undertaken up to
Farakka barrage. There is np indi-
cation up fo what range the gearch
was made. The Central Government
should have jumped into the matter.
They should not have depended on
the Bihar Government. They should
have come into the picture an! or-
dered the search of the Farakka har-
rage for the dead hodies.

There was a moention that the fit-
ness test of the vessel was done on
19-2-1988. I understand that accord-
ing to the statute some life safety
measure are required to be taken in
the vessels itself such as life jackets
or something like that. I would like
to know whether the required num-
ber of life jackets were there in the
boat so that the passengers could use
them in case of an emergency, I
think this thing was also ‘covered in
the fitness test. I would like to know
what was the number of life jackets
available in the boat. Now. what has
happgned has happened. Sir, my last

.
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point is this: what has happened has
appened: and what is to be done o
prevent the recurrence of this type of
tragedy? Sir, this type, of tragedy
may occur in other parts also where
the private proprietors are allowed
to run the ferry services on the rivers.
I want to know whether the Central
Government is taking up the matter
with the various State Governments to
look into thig aspect so that a strict
vigil is kept on the private ferry ser-
vices or the rules are made more strin-
gent so that a regular check-up is
made, a regular vigilance ig kept on
fhe ferry services and over-loading
and over-crowding is not done be-
cause since it is a question of earning
more and more money, they do it, and
‘when they do it, ordinary passengers
are al the risk of losing their lives.

Sir, previously, when we from West
Bengal had to come to North Bengal,
we had to cross this river Ganga at
this spot by railway steamers. Now
after the construction of the Faralka
Barrage, we usually go to North Ben-
gal yia Farakka Barrage by rail. But
the fuilwaylines are still there upto
Maniharighat on this side and Sak-

rikalighat on the other side. But the
railway steamers have been with-
drawn. Now the private steamers

have been introduced.,  Either the river
bridge has to be consgtructed on the
river at this spot connecting the two
sides or the railway ferry service has
to pe re-introduceg because the pri-
vate ferry service has been disconti-

nued. It is good that this private
ferry sevice pas been discontinued. I
want to know, as many Members have
already asked, whether the railway ferry
service is going to he re-introduced
immediately and whether the Govern-
ment is planning to construct g river
bridge at this point because this point
is heavily crowded, Many passengers
cross this river every day at this point.

So, a rallway bridge is immediately

[RAJYA SABHA]
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required to be constructeq at that
point, T want to know from the hon.
Minister whether the Government is

thinking on those lines, . - .

N T TtA Arg (faE) ¢ s
£A% HEISY, 6 3R, 1988 H UF W19
feqr Afagr W § wEr | 3@ O
300 § 500 @RT AR 2 | § 99 W49
A & WW$W§#%\ T @

Sto®r WY W ®IAT §
T/ TSI HT AL RS JATT
IqH F
g UH A GHE § AL W
T & ¥ fou g owEr Sy
faeT o IEm e § qEw
= s o9w qEwe St
T avgar W &A1 AT s 9w
FEAEAT ¥ a5 9 % qAT AT AR fG3R
FEHTT AT § FTH FL 907 g )
qrdrg #7 g g9eAT g5, 11 aia .
iz ¥ wafetge g=@md, A,
FY, SF AR F UFE-ONS
& gf &) T T8 2@ A F qgl
FIT 1 AMET 9T ST & WT o7
ze#r of @EE SR 99 9fage
Ty S FETCH | MO TEeRT ¥
FEN AW

“The State Government has inti-
mated that ‘the statutory require-
ment for the purpose of registration,
and

i

7T
El
qar
39

service
of compet-

grant of centificate of
issuance of certificate
ence of the crew members have
been complied with in accordance
with the provisions. The compei-
eat authority carried out the fitness

"

tests of the vessel .....

¥ AEAT W S ¥ gy srAAr
agm & 17 @y feandie
wad sifawd  Fae-Ar g, feaw

3

TR, FE AT TAE |y O
m'?i'a ¥ Fg & 1975 §
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AT IO, T AT FIEAY T 3 2T
B AT ? AT § JIAAT ATEAT 4 T

wa’rq@azri’rsnﬁam &

5.00 PM. 1977 FT W IANT A
T g osEH W gt
- ?

ELR e SO 3 B (o A
m@qnu‘gq&tmgﬂmq&zgﬁz
Y AT F (e T % F ey
#T WITET 38 T ¥ ¥ e | guem
g & ag 597 51T § e &) sE T
1917 ¥ 319 & faat ® agg ©y and
e WY E )

aﬂwqra?ﬁ%rfrw%fa'qm T

AT & W AT Tw A wifaw
ar*rxmﬁm a7 fqar {(cFe &)
muea‘%@ammqtaa za% fau
TYE VFITH &7 UITIT § ) AT

w@zu,ﬁvmﬁw%ﬁ?@‘

AT AR W ¥, ©AT 7§ g 9
& 20 QA T AT JG BT HIT
i mow I w9y
gYeg £ 99 WM W I FL TgI @
S G ¥ 37 ®YWI 97y a9
ST ¥ 1R SAF T [&wT &7 a1 @
wEed, 98 MFAC TWE &7 T & |
qgam W w g fF gigge ome
v gl q9eAT ¥ AT 1948 §
gIT TR AT A S A
§;§ Forg AT HAAT ST 9
W?,mﬁ?ﬁzmﬁomm
%ﬁ'{a?avq'caa%raﬁouﬂm?'
a8 IFET &, @Y qTT I T
W ST AT & a7 9@ K § wn
mgﬁ‘(aﬁ?ﬁaﬁ’ T FATL &N €

3V
'

g g

3

aﬂﬁeﬁmﬁraﬁ g d m%l
BE-BE . ¥ 23T @EE T T
%ﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁ%mmﬁm
SgEredT AEY A T § g O 3
JET T | T TT AT SHEEAT
FE | & WA AEER T ATTAT AG
1 2= st & fadee IR
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agt faat ? afe fer @ = A
T A AW S GO F fera
T FGT KA WWfF oy S
feqard, sf7-3g 50-605w a7 F
yEae w@mE fagre & =y Wy §
I FH-H g B oI A
g ofeT 2 ol wwear A ¥ W
AR ATE TG F FaH | TEF R
F oY F 96 WERT T A wiEe
FEAT T ATETHA agm o
qgHT AT qgT HLETAT |
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feq o F Her wgEm § fraaw
FAT F1EA ag & A gAY Few S
%wﬁﬁmﬁ’m%mﬁm
“‘rﬁﬂvdﬂmmwu ST
7 /e g 5 Wd @ A fRme &
A T3 T ORI 2 "R X
¥E T AH wawEd & aur war
TR THG § I WG FTAT A
fARr g0 Saa F1 arar w7
Fife waa TfagT s qmgt 7 S
qATY FT AAF AG § T AT A
aaa-'c.rzrq“—rﬁiar—rﬁ%mufmﬁ

,FT T | ST I A AR FOFEr

TR FV LTI WFTE FIAT ATEAT
G qu {7 wwa fav ageeaga
SRIATE |

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY (Tamil Na-
dv): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, this stea-
mer disaster in the gwollen Ganga is
worst ever in the State of Bihar. These
hundreds of pilgrims would never have dre-
amt that the waters of the Ganges would
tend to be their grave. Sir, this unfortu-
nate il fated steamer drowned in the
Ganges but truth also is drowned in the
statement of the Minister, because accord-
ing to Katihar District Mugistrate, Mr.
Madan Mohan Sinha neary 300 passengers
could have drowned while over 100 swam
to safety rescued. According to the regis-
ter maintained, 535 passengers were on
board. But here the statement says: . .
reportedly about 300 persons were on
board’. This tragedy is due to criminal
negligence of the ferry operators as well as

s pl
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[Shri V. Gopalsamy]

the Transpor¢ Department officials and their
callous disregard for human life. Even the
elementary concern for safety had been dis-
regarded by these ferry operators who are
ruling the waves of the Ganges, They
have got their own political bosses. There-
fore, this tragedy has happened.

It would be very proper on my part to
quote the editorial appearing in ‘the
Times of India’ of 10th August, a
newspaper through which this Govern-
ment releases very important docu-
ments. So it is very relevant.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JA-
GESH DESAI): Don't bring politics
here also,

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: It {5 a very
important newspaper from the poim
or view of the Government,

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JAG-
ESH DESAI): In the last sentence.

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: Thig edito-
rial gays: “....after the overloaded
steamer capsized in the river....it took a
long, long time before even the pretence
of a rescue operation was launched by the
state government and the steamer’s owners,
Indzed, the unplanned and ad hoc attempt
to tug the steamer out of the sandbanks
into which it had apparently sunk served
only to submerge it further and possibly
resulted in more than had occurred
initially, public administration” , . . the
editorial says ‘“itself has capsized in
Bihar”. It is an established fact that
“the construction of bridges is stalled

by private gsteamer operators who

from control-
ling this lifeline of the people in the
northern and southern parts of the State.”
Ths editorial is very interesting. ‘The

Ganga road at Patna was proposesd as

make massive profitg

early as 1916; it was completed only in
the late 1980s, In the meanwhile the rajl-
ways, which used to run a relatively effi-
cient and safe ferry, discontinueq it, leav-
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ing the field open to unscrupulous private
operators to run ancient paddle-steamers of
the sort Mark Twain worked on in the —
Mississippi  in the 19th century.” Because
of this, they have got these ferry operators
the river mafia who are controlling the
waves of the Ganges. They have got
their own links in proper places, That
is why when the Ganga bridge was
built in Patna, “the contract for collec-
ting toll from vyehicles 'was given to
the same landlord-cum-ferry operators
who had stalled itg opening for years”.
Thig is the editorial.

Therefore, I would like to urge up-
.on this Government and-the hon. Minis-
ter to take a very serious view about
what is happening in the Ganges due
to this river mafia. You should see
that at least, jn future, such untoward
incidents do not happen.
Sir, this editorial has thrown more

Therefore,

light on this issue and I would like
to be enlightened by the hon. Minis

ter, the dynamic hon., Minister, on

‘what has been said in this editorial
Thank you.

i Ao wATIAw WH (7w
SRW) : Sewer oY, A geewr gE
2 6 mET F1 W mra awaey fgar
ARQIT 16 TRT T T4 10 famr &
qE | TWE JTHAE AT qwdeq fayr
2, a8 Wt FI< SAET FATSTF T & )
FAMEI-9AT 9 gAY QAR G
T qOR A7 F@qen fear, @F afd
S gwrar frar g 9E¥ a9 weae
g | safed ag ddewas =€ 2
gR a9 @A wg a1 < & f5 maw
H o1 Qg AT g5 8, TUHT S arar
& 98 SR g& 40 TG 9gF qraw |
AT & I a1 TEFI ¥ agh &
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q A ame &Y, s gqmr fF
535 Tral I§ AIELHT A T AT
wTF 4731 F FAIAT 300 F FOA-
w07 § 78 adr =& &, 300 ¥ 30w
T SART & a1 &7 &, TEH 6T TorEd
¥ 1 gak a8 st w@ qar & B wiTe
wrg § fa® 123 @M F &
N Tarw 41, AN qUF G5wH F
fgrm & 300 F Fawllg @
i3 ™ 4, foT Aygh 22 it F
AN arf T AW A fufaw 66 AT
g s s qAl ® fuard O 8s
g & ar FrY F ¥ ? 3@ aw
HITH FFTeq U WA Ag T qr
w g § A@ wimg ¥ amA
argw 5 o RO smF @y fage
LRI § AT 8, Ia¥ w2t g7 asurd
g @30 9% 7Y, ITAT WO afwam
frar ar #1% gau sifcar Wt gfeaamn
frgqr, fagd a@r @rsar sF gmd
o7 g3 3qiF qET F gTHA [T TFTH
TR E AR IWFT qAr @ & Fav
fad  fager awar 7 @1 R
HAY, 9§ TEr UFT FI WYY g THIq
fegr gr gat 9fA ¥ o srF10 A7
uF @l ag «AT |

g, da f& A arfagi A
gargT, @0 X g3 &gy wfwar av
WOE FIAT & w5 ey ¥, ww F
TEF AT AT TAF qrt A F3 W@ €
fF a9y WA ¥ AT HraR-Fifew A
aaaarwwmgﬁ%uqﬁmm
92X 4t 2@ AT, @) agr |mEFR A
¥ M ¥e¥ 9@ § w fgEma
g 5 = a2 T quE g ! ug
arr Toq 5, wa § w1 § afFw
TR A wWd ¥ A A A
FE Aaas A8 @N § w©E-TEwT
FT 1

it mfgwsr &  favodr @R

g, IRF FYT JW T FTAATET HL
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st | AfFr & sdaEy @
IR ¥ FG w9 aF O v foew-
AR, I3 N oFer W wn, I
aﬁ*’fﬁﬁf?mm@m%g{wau
S 3@er wifas & I ART-wiw &
arfas & saFt oot ficdae  adl
fwar war 1 {52 I FAR AT AIEHY
& 1 gaar e & WL ar A ?
¥ FR AW, A Sasw Qv g,
TF AR F FE 9% = q5qa § adt
1@ F aeR §ag wgm A
THeAHt 7 FY F fo7, ¢ 9 g
g, sigt welw Tt @ a1 AT 5oy
g gt Fr% dradY g wfed arfw
miw N W oA & agfag
g, #r5 fag a9 #R gy %:a'sﬂ'w Al
gifs a0l &1 g9 agfaag
AN I - £ a’rgtarftw%—
qaR § g7 q@E K qE AT AMr
9T §, I9 g ¥ R & arg 18
AT ¥ P gEd AR F HeAr wa’m
Fard | ¥EX FA@T A oG w4 g,
Fg 709 frgm § wage &, faw faew
F @y & Far TEF IR N AT F9T
2 ? oIy qed atel F aifey FY 9
gIR W I w1 = faw far g,
qqr Agr g UiT g WY 9% Fw
fam ? @ @ uaw F1 W E,
Ffera faft o) ai= &Y ofv =Y fadnm
grifs I8 qiT g9k Y a1 4 §,
P aeaTR ¥ At a1 TwaT Rheare
faar & fagd f5 9@t & ofer
F oot Y g% W § vAF A arfem
g ﬁqﬁ'«:mfw%ﬁ? LU
#t ged #% a e f e d
ag @l & fF Qg s W qew
e § f warsAr fagr s, afem
Prft 1 SaaT qamaar P @
g Uara’rwré'&ﬁ"grﬁmw t4
& =g f5 o FF AR ¥ ot e
@ AT gF swg 5 fra g § 0
Qi AT XAy I fawr o

THE VICE.CHAIRMAN (SHRI JA-

GESI DESAI): That five thousand
rupeeg compensation is by the Chief

@ %7 owmA EN s i faaa
sHdr &, ¥ FqT FE FrAIwEr AV

991 RS—12,
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[Shri Jagesh Desai]

Minister of Bihar. not. by the Ceniral
Gevernment,

it qTo @RI i:r‘t D g al
&% &, AP ag e A e
@ @ f5 &% Iw & Tav fagr o
W@ g ar

& o Y ¥Ry g Wl
@ § 9Em fr of g @l
F W R & FFT e
AT wWar wiEgy Wk 0¥ 8¢
weR S gy aifF 9 Iw avg
- &Y gAY & frerew @ g

=t Tw wagw fag (fage)
AT, 3F gHeAT ) T9T FLI a9
AT AT TAGAT R | AG AYS ATHTI
gz 7ff & | wF WEHIW F ad
AT g § fe ¥ gIER W
| a8 qIFIR 7. . . WEQY, AAY ST &F
W £ mﬁa‘rtégl

goawreRst (st wAw  A|r) ¢
T & g § ? Don't say that.

SHRI RAJESH PILOT: Sir, it is
very bad on his part to say that.

=it T wadw g ¢ & 3@F A9
®E

JyaAeRs (ot @ 3wd)
aaﬂé\‘a’tzgé M G gAY |

gt W magw fag : awEEw,
O oF IRy qaw = gHeAr ¥
ﬁgg&%f"a%‘aiﬁﬁmrarzﬁr
g | Iq 999 § 9F giae ot shEr
fa@ ¥ gegw ot @ ¥ Y @
Tt Srey frm gaﬁtrﬁﬁ% WY 5|
T § awgdy qwrd €Y & ) wrway,
ot gR oA s gwEw fawr AT
somafa o & FN THW T Y,

‘,
1
ﬁ
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AfeT & 39 920 F dTxArdT F AT
AT § )

guAwTEan (st waw darg) ¢
wi Afey afaw wva w1 e dad |
ww fafve & saw #1f7T

=t Tw  wadw fag . wERy, ¥
qEAT { L.

guaweas (s ww Ind) ¢
gXF wmuar sy ggl feerw g g,
qaaﬂzﬁ'lehey are all important.
None is lesg important. But you
please speak, whatever you want to
speak, within the time given to you.
I will not give more than ten minutes,
Sa you please confine yourself to that

g ¥ g x] g I g Odr qA
A zrew Afad, v 5 w8 & wE
g

N W waawm fog: WERA,
@ wgm & §t wifas § a==r fog
qg ®TE 74T AREY WE § ) T
g %sﬁtgﬂ%ﬁamm
# 1948 ¥ wreravh M@ e gR
a1 et am #T OSgS ganar
T 4y | I T it ARgT A FT
T gadl Ffufedy & mrearq v
oATET AW A1 gEH JErET IEH
gt fRar 7ar | I ATEw OF AW
TE AT 4T | A 7 feqtd &t of
fo 3@ afwar} & fedl safeg a1 o
@ FW F ARG AT AW | qAT
FHIR A G AT ST AT AAW
¥ 78 fde & Y 5 qw qwd F==
T & qds AT &g — 37 AR
fe® ¥ 39X TN W, & AW A
™, asT g2 AR wH forar P =
qfta &Y T F q § oW @t st
M g o faar a1 fF WWYR
¥ fafeaa aiT g uw Afasee

‘r &arrr f& ez Afet &

w9 fagIT ®wTHT qX AT

w1
e
g

(U
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qqe § ™ oW &, % fafes
¥ AFTAE I o TXF wfuwrd
g5 O AT oew a9l me
fear 8 awgq fogr oF & sad +@
TRl WL 7w fog AT qwAr g ar
wamre fear smar wifgd )

¥ g7 g § TS TgeE o
W ¥ UF amd qedr |E g
TEE AR Afsr @ 9 gER
qFET T 377847 & | IaF oy A6aR
A WU 8 |\ U FTRE F] {I
& ot 91 wgh ¥ v fyear & agi
FF @ M F AT | FAT /A 9T
3 oY T TiReAT Ao A ara ofeaga
g Nr3qT qr gIEL @ IEH A
ANET F TFY F fq7 a1 AT F9
F far W5 ergedr yg wEIT ¥
a7 faq T § a1 FRE WSy
TR ¥ AT Adf ? Fuifs afe O
9T AT AN Ay § O IFHT qwr
aft & IART FZT AT 1 AT
¥ UEriE @ ST 9 F9 99
F arEw g Iy § A a7 F
qaHisz {1 Ay, Ifiag s am ot
Tar A A yaEw Aff zaF A
§ #r WIRT wWET g @l g
f& qar 2% wepmae  wifeee &
i & wraae, 3| @ uw f&q
#F wr@ w9 g 1 Y= fewe
Feqt @ WT w T F FIA
g aral g fr frav fev 4 =13
Y, o= @ ¥ 7 sl F T2
# a1 a9 FW@ | w0 @8 gl
teey are ® fazix ¥ g sfwa,
- fwady afifedr § sy gA-fara
W A BI-YREY Wit 9T &
1§ & *9ifs symear aft &

@ N 3w AgF R ATeAA
§ A4 AIT ¥ FgAT IIgH §
fs T A W1 G I¥ § =&l
EFT1 AT , A WX AT T
Figq & A I3 qEY sygedr FO
5 T @fer @ v 7?

:f , AFXT, 9g FFAT AR §
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f& o7 WT § g 91 97 SEde
qq sy F far 4@ P @
1 I 3@ TH Siw q@org v
Ffegre & wamtg faer warr wfa-
FA & Iy fe@t oF foqie & @
T 397 FP f& W wF w0
@ faega 9T F——gear &y
gfee @ o A arfadi ¥ mr-nAy
1 gfe § ft 357 sgn faow
frar g1, AIE FHEF AW FHIX
I W Aarar A1 A fasre &
g @fq &1 W ag gear @y
430 9T fear ) w9 ¥TWIX @A
FS ®AA T\ A DA g §
qdl @t ¥ F& % F 19 @@
w1 W= gE, 4/ N J= gl
g FEE T @ " g a@F fee
Qg AT H Ri9F Wesw ¥ HA

1 & st wiga g T emy S

giefede T wqr ar St FATEEY
2@y o5 ? 123 migfAai & AT FV
#ifad! § a8 AN gT @ET
foar g1 94 fag @ 7 wF §
f& QT 300 A W 150
Y AR A TE A AT 9G¥
g1 ag it &7 270-75 WA
& qUIT AR PN Tar 1 @ §F
Rr-@iFT 123 H ofw  TqAT
Iq 9T A g a1 "HEY St =ard
f& s gaw Afuwifet ¥ qeae
£ osa gz F wigmfwr 47
T S qIEId N gGiEaT 9@,
7 qWA T[S Fv TOEQr 4 ?

—

gAY, #T WE ¥ AW F w9

aifas a1 wEHT ¥ 9.4 e
C O G

LLica)
RKEFTQ Argwr g7

fray, 7 & ¥d W 9T FT
i wmae ¥ 4-5 fEeniel )

gt X @ar war ? gxER @ww

ag WY gwd 5 sem feg &
aodlodo GIA T fF AR, &
qfs | qiT Fw@r- g, sasr 4t
e fear war foud 5 39 793

{Far =T a7 IWIET w7
g ¥ war wE? F®@
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[ v wagw fag)
Nt qET g

Iqaweas (st wim IAE) ¢
4y wowy we ¥ @ faar 9
g3 gAY FH FATH [BFT B
QT |

st (W wadw fag: @ qde
o o AN zafgy v =
AT magy T fAY | M3 AT
gqar 3 @t IE% I3T ¥ @ A
T &g adY, cARr AT, Iga)
ol 9% § 9 gwar g0 v &
et wgw § & a8 Wt Sgw
fagiar @M & IR I AT
gl Wt 9z wqr ar? AL Sras q
¥ g MR FrE«T Awiwg A
gl a mug FT fgyr war 4 oA@v
WE A ® WA 3 ogEar g7

dq g ¥ qoAr wigal g f&
NaAN ¥ MPET M oFaTF A
WEF 1 3 9T A oA F ;T
NY Ak ¥ wEAW FE AygafaA
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a9 @ g g WA qew §oqar
" Aged T qa1d ¥ F

SHRI GURUDAS DAS GUPTA
(West Bengal). Sir, the first question
and the most important peint | would
like to ask from the Minister, whether
he is entitled to answer it or npot, is
what has gone wrong in Bihar? To-
day morning itself we were discussing
Jahanabad, Only 5 year back we
were discussing Arwal, In between
we have discussed sp many massacres.
Now we are discussing Maniharighat.
In all these incidents the victims had
been the rural poor. The human life,
particularly that of the rural poor,
has become a terribly cheap commodi-
ty in Bihar. Therefore, the first ques-
tion 1 would like the hon, Minister, as
the representative of the Government
to answer is what has gone wrong in
Bihar?

Secondly' the most important point; in
the name of the so-called viabilily of
each and every project, cach and every
service, social viability is being deva-
lued, There is a word ‘social viability’
and there ig 5 word ‘economic viabi-
lity’, In the name of economic viabi-
lity, social viability is pecoming, the
greatesy victim, You will remember
that at the beginning of {he session we
discussed the Railway accidents,
Therein 1 had said the Railways have
become unsafe pecause we have enga-
ged contractors for the maintenance
of railway traffic, It is again a
question of viability, Now beiween
Maniharighat ang Sukrohatighat the
rai’way traffic has been given up be-
cause of the question of viability and
we have given it to the private people,
'I'herefore_ privatisation has been done
to solve the problem of viability,
Whethey it ;s in the case of the Rail-
ways or in the case of the water tarns-
port in Bihar, privatisation has been
found to be the answer to solve the
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problem of viability, Therefore, 1
would like to know whether the Go-
vernment s going to give up social
viability while getermining the so-
called economic viability in respect of
many other th'ngs. May be the Mini -
ter is dynamic ang 1 agree that persons
shoulq not he dragged in, but the atti-
tude of the Minister is callous because
his statement by itself does not bring
out the real gravity of the problem of
the accident, Tt is an unprecedented
accident, Whether 80 people pave
died or 26 people have died, whether
some people are missing or whether
there had peen timely action to save
the people, whatever may be the ans-
wer to all my questions, the point is
that an unprecedented tragedy has
taken place. 1t was an unpreceden-
ted tragedy because it was overloaded,
It was over-loadeg because the cwner
was a private person, He was after
money, It was overloaded not only
hecause of "the numbper of people, it
was overloaded because of the commo-
ditieg it was carrying, It was a clo-
ssal irresponsihiity on the part of the
owner and there was nobody fo pre.
vent such an irresponsible act. That is
where the situation in Bihar pojnts out
to, Nobody can do anything, Mafia
gang can operate in Dhanbad, Mafias
can operate to massacre people. Even
people can blacken the face of the
Chief Minister, Any®hing can happen
in Bihar There is no Governmental
apparatus to oversee and to prevent
anything, There s no admission,
What ig the informations Hg¢ is rely-
ing on what the District Magistrate
has said that 300 people were there.
May be as g result of the Constituticna)
deligation he is basing his report on
the peop's who were the greatest
offenders, the custodian of raw and
order in Bihar oy the custodian of the
Bihar Administration, They are the
greatest offenders and you are bhasing
all your information on the hasis of
the statement that they nave given to
you, to suit their interest. If they
said that 500 people were there, then,
of course, the indignation of the House
will be much more in dimension,
Therefqre, you are giving a diluted

{16 AUG.

1988) by Minister 362

statement ang you are believing in di-
lution and after giving a diluted sta-
tement you are asking us to stomach
your di'ution, That is the whole
trouble, You must be aware that some-
thing is wrong in Bihar, Every now
and then the situation points out . . .

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JAGESH DESAI). Even then it was
three times morg than the rated capa-
city.

SHRI GURUDAS pAS GUPTA.;
It is not three times buy much more
than five times, My questions are
three: (1y What are you going {o do in
Bihar? (2) Why this social liabilily
is being sacrificed? (3) The Govern-
ment at thy Centre must make an in
dependent enquiry, It ig very giff-
cult to have confidence in the enquiry
that is being gone in Bihar, Frankly
speaking, whatever may be the follow-
up enquiry, it is very difficult to have
faith in the so-called enquiry being
cenducted by the Bihar Government.
We have got still some confidence in
you, al least not th, way in which we
have confidence in Bihar Government,
Please have an enquiry on your be-
half, through your agencies, You gre
having multiple agencies spread oug gl
over the country, Do it, For hea-
ven’s sak do that enquiry with ‘he
help of thos, agencies ang come out
with 5 statement as to what actually
happened, At that part of Ganges
the flow of water js turbulent, There-
fore, people who have peen hospitalis-
ed must have died, You are putting
that after two days. The ship was
raised within 30 minutes the District
Magistrate coulg see thai there was
no dead body—what an absurd piece
of stafement contained in the state-
ment issued by the hon, Minister!
Can that be relied upon scientifically?
Why do you make that as part of our
statement? Flease tel' us that you
don’t know. But you are saying that
aftey 48 hours, the steamer was raised
for 30 minutes ang within a span of
30 minutes, the Magistrate and hundr-
ed people ground there could see that
there was no dead body, Who are
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those people around hini? May be
sycophants of th, District Magistrate?
May be your syocophants oy may be
any body’s sycophants, Therefore, it
is a false statement, non-scientific evi-
dence, on the premise of which you
are building, That is also the responsi-
bility of the Minister of State for sur.
face Transport, It ig very unfortu-
nate, Therefore, I would like to get
- all thy three points clarified by him,
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THE VICECHAIRMAN (SHRI

JAGESH DESAI). They get certificates
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SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRAVA-
RTY (Assamy. Sir, it js rea'ly very
tragic and unfortunate and it is more
unfortunate becaus, these peoples have
been killed because of negligence and
carelessness, Moreover, I must say
here that. the approach of the Govern-
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ment ig very casual and callous, The
Government is guilty of criminal neg-
ligence,

Sir, 1 want to put a few questions
to the honourable Minister, First of
all, ] must say that the statement
presented in fle Pouse ig incomplete,
Although the Minister concerned ad-
mits here that the ferry was heavily
loaded, j woulqd like to ask the Minis-
ter why he has faed to indicate here
regarding the cargo, I canie to know
from {he newspapar reports that the
passengers  vehemently objected to
heavy loading of cargo and. in spite
of their protests the manager or the
owner of the ferry never cared to listen
to the protest and this tragedy is at-
tributed to the heavy loading of cargo,
Generally, Sir, in such accidents it
is the poor people who are the victims,
Why should the poor people be allowed
to be killed by these mafia groups? I
wouly like to know whether the Go-
vernment has get any control gver
these private ferry services or not or
whether they have washed their phands
clean because of the mafla that 18
operating between New Delphj and
Bihar, Then, Sir, in the statement of
the Minister, the exact number of the
people who dieq in this tragedy has
not been given properly, Is it pecause
the Minister concerned deliberately
trieq to avoid giving the exact number
and is it because (he Minister wanted
to deprive the kitp and kin of the
victims of the benefit which is offered
by the Government to the families of
the diseased in such accidents?

Sir, { wouly Iike to request the Mi-
nister to withdraw all the private
ferry services and introduce Govern-
ment ferry service, 71 also urge upon
the Minister not 10 give a free licence
fo the mafia gangs to kill the pocr
people, the rural people, in this man-
ner, Thank vou, Sir,

SHRI RAOOF VALIULLAH (Guja-
Sjr, there are Press reports that
when the honourable Minister was re-
turning from the site of this accident
on the 13th August a large number of
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people stopped his car and gave him a
memorandum, a charter of demands, I
woulq like to know what the demands
were, The demands were of the people
of that region, Has the Minister
assured the people thay a bridge will
be constructed go that this kind of
accidents can be avoided?

Secondly, Sir, was therz a demand
from the people that the ferry service
shoulq not be disconlinugg and vas
any assurance given by the honoura-
v'e Minister that some poats would be
brought from Goa and placed at the
disposal of the people there so that
ferry service is not discontfnued?

Thirdly, gir, when pe visited the
accident sile on the 13th August was
it at his instance that a fudlcia.l in.
quiry was ordered? | am~asking this
question becauge jt coincided ith his
visit and probably the announcement
about the judicial inquiry came after
his visit, Thank you, Sir,

'

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
JAGESH DESAI). Yes, Mr, Minister,
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1 q G0 Hio Ao TRo o H Y
§ 8. o o WL o { § A,
w3 AT 1 g0 AT 9T €T nIAHT A
el %7, AIHHL dIA-TigA o &
feai v 3q2AT 9TAIY, BT AAA G5
ST, 9T aF ¥ Agade A9AT
{RI-EFET FAFIE F&f T FT o, 4T gH
1 388 g THAHS ¥ RO A FT
flo Ao eF° Ao F HUeT
FRITT AfvT @ F o wEAEY
I AE-FIE T FW A
woRa F4

TE T fast ¥ F w40 44 )
gt mgx & & g @Mt § fRase
wo@ oW ar 9@ Afaw ws
gardt afewr ¥ agwt fge aq-
% uafast ¥ qF OF7 ) ITH
it fwfrge N PR qed-g-ae
qq IS JIF Alfgg wIT TG ATIAY
s war wifgr | &3 IF Qg
et B TST ARt § T S F
&I-0-9€3 ¥R Isqeql f@ad O
Y At &m A w1 g
#i3 %81 5 7 1 fasy g 347 T1fEmy
¥ 1 fafrerdfag f9zd gaard

| gHX g oT ST waAr faw
ny R aw g, fawt fs 23 a0%
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FIRAT G & AT Cferga samade
FIAET | A4 AW §, 4 TOAS
Gqdde Fleel T T § 1 ufwga
TaIHe Sa1R F fag wra war g
S M 9E #1799 W § | 9T AT
7g. "2 g€ AqT 9 F°F qIHT D
feqin § fast qA15 1 g9 TG &
§ v &I @ g i ail §
IT 1 Tyl 99 9F g | AGRE, SWA-
au A &1 g7 &g 91 5 s%H medi
T AW A | T W OEF CARN
a T oMm WR S wifwd
79 ¥, IEF {GNIF AG--5E FIY-
Al AR gl Wi ® HAWa
meEiEg T & | €T adhe §
Feifmae aatad THIVR FAT R
fF ga G FTUFT GF ) ITH
St wéw FEA A4 € gEAY
5 fagh weasifern a (i sT 4%
M geq T4/ 93T A &% | ZEA
qrd @ gRe FAIF FGrad g f
At g g 1917 Fagwl T
§ oo daE §Q AT 1885 &I
¥\ s gryare fafated ) mafew
g foen 6 @iy fafqeeg o0 &

- I9H g S1TAIft TG 1 ogEE we

# fazd ot fara gat i woq Y wu-z-

“3T FE | ATFHA TEH TS SATHI

EITA FA TP FIX T 5 0T
FITHF FG-F & FW | GFT UG-
Gfgur 4% Y18 FHradi | IR
st gATEE fem ¥, U owlE E
F2USE AT 7 F=Lfear gur

aifgr & 7 oF a1z fEX I®
a5 1 4 faet® fearar sigw o
Y A9 qrEAIH § AR § )
foraaT Tear sTedt g agl HORIT Sy
SHIgl TEE § & AifF ag a7
ZqAr sEeEts gl fidy avag aad
THIEE g7 g3 off | gAIR I A9
43 gfeaa? ¥ q2ar aF F10f fmq oY
oid § WX Fifoer s i qee-g-
qeq FEH FIHTT FT AR A ISC
AT | A AR F S gaTy feg g,
F1ga1 9 SARTE X AINH KO
Zarar, afda s w|r W@ 5 faas
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o Fa vo § o g # A
R il

sit m wadw fag : WA,
# & St g wan, IEA W
2 ﬁ'wq%f WTW{i ﬁ@ﬁﬁ
g wgm e @ AT F " K
q-q':'\.‘rgn'cﬁra'i'a gram gfafa =
FUF T e I R & HIER
e fadta waTea A S EE A TG
% afe< IF] Wl T HegET G HITT
g9 O ST gEHT @Eg A | ar
s faga sEie@ ¥ g g &
astr 23X #Y syaedqr & ATCAT 7

s quda favgt : T, HH oS
351 g f5 ST AwAR ATEAS TR
2, Iu¥ a3 ¥ TF TH 4T ERIET
T wuAT forerad fawr a% ?

s Feme ofy fey : AgEa, A€
@ 91 ag gy e, bt aifaat
F -0 ¥ foqg aRATHAT AT
FOr o WY &7 W AW €T
TN WG 7

SHR] RAJESH PILOT: 8ir, the
point which Has been raised by hon.
Member, sinhaji, has peen replied to
when I spoké the other day on the
Indian Waterways, It is a very im-
portant point And there has been
delay in framing the rules, The reaSon
18 that we Had
State

plementing agencies

been consulting the
Governments because the im-
State
Governments, But I can assure the

hon. Member that we will take.....

are the
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JAGESH DESAI: It was passed in
1986,

SHRy RAJESH PILOT: We passed it
in 1986 for the Inland Water Trans-
port Authority, Two years have since
passed. 1 will certainly take a prio-
rity on this, Last point, what Kai-
lashpatiji hag said, Sir, we are consult-
ing the Xerala Government, tha Go-
vernment of Goa ang the Assam Go-
vernment for these ferries and on the
18th | nave called 5 meeting, I will
discusg with them to start these ser-
vices, But 1 have mentioned earlier
several ¢fficers ar on deputation to the
State Government or CIW initially
taking it up and panding it over, but
basically it is the State Government.
Ang if the Central Government starts
taking it up for one State, there may
be a proposal from each State, all
right you run the ferries for us, which
may no¢ be possible and under the
Constitution, not the responsibility of
the Centre,

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JAGESH DESAI). The House stands
adjourned and will meet again at 11

a. m. on Wednesday, the 17th August,
1988,

The House then adjourned
at eleven minutes past six of
thy clock till eleven of the
clock on Wednesday, the 17tk
August, 1988.



